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CHAP. XXII. 

Julian is declared E^nperor by the Legions of 
Gaid.—His March and Succefs. — The Death > 
ofCoJijiantiiis. — Civil Adminijlration of Julian. 

W HILE the Homans languiflied under the chap. 

ignominious tyranny of eunuchs and ^ 

bifliops, the praifes of Julian were repeated TKejea- 
with tranfport in every part of the empire, loufyof 
except in the palace of Conilantius. The tbs again!?: 
Barbarians of Germany had felt, and ftill Julian, 
dreaded, the arms of the young Ciefar ; his fol- 
diers were the companions of his vidtory j the 
grateful provincials enjoyed the bleffings of his 
reign y but the favourites, who had oppofed his 
elevation, were offended by his virtues; and 
they juftly conhdered the friend of the people 

VOL. IV. B as ■ 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


c H A L as the enemy of the court. As long as the 
, fame of Julian was doubtful, the buffoons of the 

palace, who were ikilled in the language of 
iatire, tried the efficacy of thofe arts which they 
had fo often pradtifed with fuccefs. They eafily 
difcovered, that his fimplicity was not exempt 
ffom affedlation : the ridiculous epithets of an 
hairy fa vage, of an ape in veiled with the purple, 
were applied to the drefs and perlbn of the phi- 
lofophic warrior ; and his modell difpatches were 
lligmatized as the vain and elaborate hdlions of 
a loquacious Greek, a fpeculative foldier, who 
had ftudied the art of war amidR the groves of 
the academy*. The voice of malicious folly 
was at length filenced by the Ihouts of victory j 
the conqueror of the Franks and Alemanni could 
no Iqnger be painted as an objedl of contempt ; 
and the monarch himfelf was meanly. ambitious 
of Healing from his lieutenant the honourable 
reward of his labours. In the letters crowned 
with laurel, which, according to ancient cullom, 
were addreffed to the provinces, the name of 
Julian was omitted. “ Conffantius bad made 
“ his difpolitions in perfon ; he had lignalized 

Omnes qui plus poterant in palatlo, adulandi profeflbres jam 
dodli, redle confulta, profpereque cpmpleta vertebant in deridicu- 
lum: talia fine raddo ftrepentes infulfe; in odium venit cum vic- 
toriis fiiis; capella, non homoj ut hirfutum Julianum carpentes, 
appellantefque loquacem talpam,- et purpuratam fimiam, et litterio- 
aem Grascum : et liis cpngruentia plurima atque vernacula principi 
refonantes, audire haec taliaque geftienti, virtutes ejus obruere ver- 
bis irapudentibus conabantur, ut fegnem incefieiites et timidum et 
umbratilem, geftaque fecus verbis comptioribus exornantem. Am- 
laianus, xvli. is. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 

his valour in the foremoft ranks ; his military CHAP. 
condu6l had fecured the vidtory; and the ' 

captive King of the Barbarians was prefented 
to him on the field of battle,” from which he 
was at that time diilant about forty days jour- 
ney \ So extravagant a fable was incapable, 
however, of deceiving the public credulity, or 
even of fatisfying the pride of the Emperor him- t 

felf. Secretly confcious that the applaufe and 
favour of the Romans accompanied the rifing 
fortunes of Julian, his difcontented mind was j 

prepared to receive the fubtle poifon of thofe 
artful fycophants, who coloured their mif- 
chievous defigns with the faireft appearances of 
truth and candour ^ Inflead of depreciating 1 

the merits of Julian, they acknowledged, and 
even exaggerated, his popular fame, fuperior 
talents, and important fervices. But they darkly 
infinuated, that the virtues of the Csefar might 
inftantly be converted into the moil dangerous 
crimes, if the inconfiant multitude Ihould pre- i 

fer their inclinations to their duty 5 or if the || 

^ Ammian. xvl. la. The orator Themiftius (iv. p.56, 57.) believed !i' 

whatever was contained in the Imperial letters, which were addrelled I 

to the fenate of Coiiftaritinople. Aurelius Vidtor, who publiflied ;; 

his Abridgment in the laft year of CbnJftantius, afcribes the German f 

vidlories to the <wifdom of the Emperor, and the fortune of the i 

Cssfar. Yet the hiftorian, foon afterwards, was indebted to the c 

favour or efteem of Julian for the honour of a brafs ftatue ; and the i 

important offices of confular of the fecond Pannonia, and praefeft of j 

the city. Ammian, xxi. 10. * 

^ Callido uocendi artificlo, accufatoriam diritatem laudum titulis 
peragebant. . . , Hse voces fuerunt ad inflaramanda odia probris 
omnibus potentiores. See Mamertin. in Adlioae Gratiarum in Vet. 

Panegyr.xi.5,6. 

general 
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c i-i A P. general of a' victorious army Ihould be tempted 
, from bis allegiance by the hopes of revenge. 
Fears and and independent greatnefs. The perfonal fears 
Conftantius were interpreted by his council 
tius. " as a laudable anxiety for the public fafety j whilft 
in private, and perhaps in his own breafl, he 
difguifed, under the lefs odious appellation of 
fear, the fentiments of hatred and envy, which 
he had fecretly conceived for the inimitable 
virtues of Julian. 

The le- The apparent tranquillity of Gaul, and the im- 
oluiare ^lii^eiit danger of the eaftern provinces, offered 
ordered to a fpccious preteiice for the deiign which was art- 
fully concerted by the Imperial minifters. They 
A.D.360. refolved to difarm the Caefar; to recall thofe 
faithful troops who guarded his perfon and dig- 
nity 5 and to employ, in a diftant war againft 
the Perhan monarch, the hardy veterans who 
had vanquiflied, on the banks of the Rhine, the 
fiercefi nations of Gerinany. Vfhile Julian iifed 
the laborious hours of his winter-quarters at 
Paris in the adminillration of power, which, in 
his hands, was the exercife of virtue, he was 
furprifed by the hafty arrival of a tribune and a 
notary, with pofitive orders if ora the Emperor, 
which they were diredled to execute, and he was 
commanded not to oppofe. Conffantius fignified 
his plelfiire, that four entire legions, the Celtm, 
and Petulants, the Heriili, and the Batavians, 
flrould be feparated from the ftandard of Julian, 
under which they had acquired their fame and 
difcipline ; that in each of the reraaiiiing bands, 
14 , three 
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three hundred of the bravefl youths fliould be c h a p. 
feledled ; and that tliis numerous detachment, » ■ 

the ftrength of the Gallic army, fliould inftantly 
begin their inarch, and exert their utmoft dili- 
gence to arrive, before the opening of the cam- 
paign, on the frontiers of Perfia'^. The Csefar 
forefaw, and lamented the confequences of this 
fatal mandate. Mofi of the auxiliaries, who 
engaged their voluntary fervice, had ilipulated, 
that they fhould never be obliged to pafs the 
Alps. The public faith of Home, and the per- 
fonal honour of Julian, had been pledged for 
the obfervance of this condition. Such an adfc 
of treachery and oppreffion would deftroy the 
confidence, and excite the refentment, of the 
independent warriors of Germany, who confi- 
dered truth as the nobleft of their virtues, and 
freedom as the mofl valuable of their pofielfions. 

The legionaries, who enjoyed the title and pri- 
vileges of Romans, were enlifted for the general 
defence of the republic j but tliofe mercenary 
troops heard with cold indifference the anti- 
quated names of the republic and of Rome. 
Attached, either from birth or long habit, to 
the climate and manners of Gaul, they loved 
and admired Julian j they defpifed, and perhaps 
hated the Emperor j they dreaded the laborious 

The rainute interval, ■which may be interpofed, between the 
Ajieme adult a and the -primo vere of Ammianus (xx. r. 4.), inftead.of 
allowing a fufficient fpace for a march of thi-ee thoufand miles, 

■’®' w'ould render the orders of Conttantius as extravagant as they w'ere 
unjuft. The troops of Gaul could not have reached Syria till the 
end of autumn. The memory of Ammianus muft have been inac- 
curate, and his language incorretSi:. 

B 3 march. 
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CHAP, march, the Periian arrows, and the burning de» 
xxii. f0j-tg of Alia. They claimed as their own the 
country which they had faved ; and excufed th eir 
want of fpirit, by pleading the ficred and more 
immediate duty of protedting their families and 
friends. The apprehenfions of the Gauls were 
derived from the knowledge of the impending 
and inevitable danger. As foon as the provinces 
were exhauiled of their military flrength, the 
Germans wmuld violate a treaty which had been 
impofed on their fea-rs ; and notwitbftanding the 
abilities and valour of Julian, the general of a 
nominal army, to whom the public calamities 
would be imputed, mull find himfelf, after a 
vain refinance, either a prifoner in the camp of 
the Barbarians, or a criminal in the palace of 
Coiiilantiiis. If Julian complied with the orders 
which he had received, he fubfcribed his own 
deftrudbion, and that of a people who deferved 
his afle6lion. But a politive refufal was an adfc 
of rebellion, and a declaration of war. The in- 
exorable jealoiify of the Emperor, the peremp- 
tory, and perhaps inlidious, nature of his com- 
mands, left not any room for a fair apology, 
or candid interpretation j and the dependent 
fiation of the Cagfar fcarcely allowed him to 
paufe or to deliberate. Solitude increafed the 


perplexity of Julian; he could no longer apply 
to the faithful counfels of Salliill, who had been 


removed from his office by the judicious malice 
of the eunuchs: he could not even enforce his 


reprefentations by the concurrence of the mi- 


nifters. 
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iiiilerSj who would have been afraid, or afliamed, CHAR 
to approve the ruin of Gaul. , The moment had , , 

been chofen, when Lupicmus% the general of 
the cavalry, was difpatched into Britain, to re- 
pulfe the inroads of the Scots and Pi6lsj and 
Florentius was occupied at Vienna by the affefl- 
ment of the tribute. The latter, a crafty and 
corrupt ftatefman, declining to affume a reipon- 
fible part on this dangerous occalion, eluded the 
preffing and repeated invitations of Julian, who 
reprefented to him, that in every important inea- 
fure, the prefence of the pra2fe6l was indifpen- 
fabie in the . council of the prince. In the mean 
while the Cmlar was oppreffed by the rude and 
importunate felicitations of the Imperial meffen- 
gers, who prefumed to fuggeft, that if he ex- 
pelled the return of his miniflers, he would 
charge himfelf with the guilt of the delay, and 
referve for them the merit of the execution. 

Unable to refill, unwilling to comply, Julian 
exprefled in the moll ferious terms,* his wilh, 
and even his intention, of religning the pujple, . 
’which he could not preferve with honour, but 
which he could not abdicate with fafety. 

After a painful conflidl, Julian was compelled Their dif- 
to acknowledge, that obedience was the virtue 

* Ammianus, xx. i. The valour of Lupicinus, and his mili- 
tary Ikill, are acknowledged by tlie hiftorian, who, in his afFe&ed 
language, accufes the general of exalting the horns of his pride, 
bellowing in a tragic tone, and exciting a doubt whether he was 
more cruel or avaricious. The danger from the Scots and PitSla was 
fo ferious that Julian hirafelf had fome thoughts of palling over into 
the illand. 
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'CHAP. 

XXIL 



of the moft eminent {ubje6t, and that the fove* 
reign alone was entitled to judge of the public 
welfare. He iffued the neceffaiy orders for car- 
rying into execution the commands of Conflan- 
tins ; a part of the troops began their march for 
the Alps ; and the detachments from the feveral 
garrifons moved towards their relpe6tive places 
of affembly. They advanced witli difficulty 
through the trembling and affrighted crowds of 
provincials ; who attempted to excite their pity 
by filent delpair, or loud lamentations ; while 
the wives of the foldiers, holding their infants 
in their arms, accufed the defertion of their huf- 
bands, in the mixed language of grief, of ten- 
dernefs, and of indignation. This fcene of ge- 
neral diftrefs afflidted the humanity of the Casfiir ; 
he granted a fnfficieiit number of poft-waggons 
to tranfport the wives and families of the fol- 
diers% endeavoured to alleviate the hardfliips 
which he was conffrained to infii6l', and in- 
creafed by the moft laudable arts, his own po- 
pularity, and the difcontent of the exiled troops. 
The grief of an armed multitude is foon con- 
verted into rage ; their licentious murmurs, 
which every hour were communicated from tent 
to tent with more boldnefs and eftedl, prepared 
their minds for the moft daring a6ls of fedition ; 
and by the connivance of their tribunes, a fea- 


® He granted them the permiffion of the mrfus clavularisi or da- 
bularis. Thefe poft-waggons are often mentioned in the Code, and 
werefuppofed to carry fifteen hundred pounds weight. See Valef. 
ad Ammian. xx. 4. 
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fonablelibelwasfecretlydifperfedjwhiclipainted, CHAP, 
in lively colours, the dilgrace of the C^efar, the . ^ ; 

oppreffion of the Gallic army, and the feeble 
vices of the tyrant of Alia. The fervants of 
Conftantius were aftoniflied and alarmed by the 
progrefs of this dangerous fpirit. They preffed 
the Cmfar to haften the departure of the troops; 
but they imprudently rejedted the honell and 
judicious advice of Julian ; who propofed that 
they fliould not march through Paris, and fng- 
gefted the danger and temptation of a lail 
interview. 

As foon as the approach of the troops was They pro- 
announced, the Caefar went out to meet them, 
and afcended his tribunal, which had been peror. 
eredted in a plain before the gates of the city. 

After dillinguilliing the officers and foldiers, 
who by their rank or merit deferved a peculiar ■ 
attention, Julian addrelTed himfelf in a ftudied 
oration to the furroimding multitude : he cele- 
brated their exploits with grateful applaufe ; 
encouraged them to accept, with alacrity, the 
honour of ferving under the eyes of a powerful 
and liberal monarch ; and admoniffied them, 
that the commands of Augullus required an in- 
ftant and cheerful obedience. The foldiers, who 
were apprehenfive of offending their general by 
an indecent clamour, or of belying their fenti- 
ments by falfe and venal acclamations, main- 
tained an obftinate filence and after a flidrt 
paufe, were difmiffed to their quarters. The 
principal officers were entertained by theCfefar, 

who 
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CHAP, xvlio profeffed, in the warmeft language of friend- 
» defire and his inability to reward, ac- 

cording to their deferts, the brave companions 
of his victories. They retired from the feaft, 
full of grief and perplexity; and lamented the 
hardlhip of their fate, which tore them from 
their beloved general and their native country. 
The only expedient which could prevent their 
feparation was boldly agitated and approved ; 
the popular refentnient was infeiifibly moulded 
into a regular confjiiracy ; their juil reafons of 
complaint were heightened bypafiion, and their 
paffions were inflamed by wine; as on the eve 
of their departure, the troops were indulged in 
licentious feftivity. At the hour of midnight, 
the impetuous multitude, with fwords, and 
bows, and torches, in their hands, rallied into 
the fuburbs ; encompaired the palace ^ ; and, 

’ Moft probably the palace of the baths (Thennamm J, of whicli 
a folid and lofty hall Hill lubfifts in the /a Harpe. TJie build- 
ings covered a confiderable fpace of the modern quaiter of the univer- 
fity 5 and the gardens, under the Merovingian kings, communicated 
with the abbey of St. Germain des Prez. By the injuries of time 
and die Normans, this ancient palace was reduced, in the twelfth 
century, to a maze of ruins: whofe dark recefles were the fcene of 
licentious love. 

Explicat aula finus montemque ampleilittir alls } 

Muldplici latebra fceleram terfura ruborem. 

- - - - - - pereuntis fsepe pudoris 

Celatura nefas, Venerlfque accommoda/MrAj. 

(Thefe lines are quoted from 'the Architrenius, 1. iv. c. 8., k poetical 
work of John de Hauteville, or Hanville, a monk of St. Alban’s, 
about the year 1190. See Warton’s Hiftory of Engliih Poetry, vol.i. 
differt. iL) Yet fuch. thefts might be lefs pernicious to mankind than 
the theological difputes of the Sorbcnne, which have been fmce 
agitated on the fame ground. 'Bonamy, Mem. de I’Acaderaie, 
tom.xv. p. 678 — -683. 
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carelefs of future dangers, pronounced the fatal c H A p. 
and irrevocable words, Julian Augustus 1 . 

The prince, whofe anxious fufpenfe was inter- 
rupted by their dilbrderly acclamations, fecured 
the doors againft their intrufipn and, as long 
as it was in his power, fecluded his perfon and 
dignity from the accidents of a no61;urnal tumult. 

At the dawn of day, the foldiers, whofe zeal was 
irritated by oppolition, forcibly entered the pa- 
lace, feized, with refpedtful violence, the object 
of their choice, guarded Julian iwith drawn 
fwords through the ftreets of Paris, placed him 
on the tribunal, and with repeated Ihouts fa- 
luted him as their Emperor. Prudence as well 
as loyalty inculcated the propriety of refilling 
their treafonable deligns ; and of preparing, for 
his oppreffed virtue, the exciife of violence. 
Addreffing hirafelf by turns to the multitude 
and to individuals, he fometimes implored their 
mercy, and fometimes exprelTed his indignation; 
conjured them not to fully the fame of their im- 
mortal vidlories ; and ventured to promife, that 
if they would immediately return to their alle- 
giance, he would undertake to obtain from the 
Emperor not only a free and gracious pardon, 
but even the revocation of the orders which had 
excited their refentment. But the foldiers j who 
were confcious of their guilt, chofe rather to 
depend on the gratitude of Julian, than on the 
clemency of the Emperor. Their zeal was 
infenfibly turned into impatience, aiul their 
impatience into rage. The inflexible Csefar 

fuftained, 
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CHAP, fuftained, till the third hour of the day, their 
. , prayers, their reproaches, and their menaces j 

iiof did he yield, till he had been repeatedly 
affured, that if he wiftied to live, he mull con- 
fent to reign. He was exalted on a fliield in the 
prefence, and amidft the unanimous acclama- 
tions, of the troops ; a rich military collar, 
which was offered by chance, fopplied the want 
of a diadem ® ; the ceremony was concluded by 
the promife of a moderate donative ; and tlie 
new Emperor, overwhelmed with real or affected 
grief, retired into the moft fecret receffes of his 
apartment 

His pro- The grief of Julian could proceed only from 
oHnno-* ** his innocence ; but his innocence muff appear 
cence. extremely doubtful ” in the eyes of thofe who 
have learned to fLffpe6t the motives and the pro- 

* Even in this tumultuous moment, Julian attended to the forms 
of fuperftitious ceremony; and obftinately refufed the inaufpicious ufe 
of a female necklace, or a horfe collar, which the impatient foldiers 
would have employed in the room of a diadem. 

® An equal proportion of gold and lilver, five pieces of the former, 
one pound of the latter ; the whole amounting to about five pounds 
ten Ihillings of jour money. 

” For the whole narrative of this revolt, we may appeal to au- 
thentic and original materials ; Julian himfelf (ad S. P. Q. Athe- 
nienfem, p. aSa, 383, 384 -)> Libanius (Orat. Parental, c. 44 — 48. in 
Fabricius Bibliot. Grsec, tom.vii. p. 369- — 273.), Amraianus (xx. 4.), 
and Zofimus ( 1 . Hi. p. 15 1, 15a, 153.), who, in the reign of Julian, 
appears to follow the more refpedlable authority of Eunapius. With 
fuch guides we mig/jt negledl the abbreviators and ecclefiaftical 
hiftorians. 

Eutropius, a refpedbble witnefs, ufes a doubtful exprelBon, 
« confenfu militum” (x. ij.). Gregory Nazianzen, whofe ignorance 
might excufe his fanaticifm, diredlly charges the apoftate with pre- 
. fiimption, madnefs, and impious rebellion, avScihiix, ktovokz aa-f/Soa. 
Orat.iii. p. 67. 
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feffions of princes. His lively and a<Slive mind C H A p. 
was fiifceptible of the various impreffions of hope ^ , 
and fear, of gratitude and revenge, of duty and 
of ambition, of the love of fame and of the fear 
of reproach. But it is impoffible for us to cal- 
culate the refpe6fcive weight and operation of 
thefe fentiments ; or to afeertain the principles 
of adlion which might efcape the obfervation, 
while they guided or rather impelled the fteps 
of Julian himfelf. The difeontent of the troops 
was produced by the malice of his enemies ; 
their tumult was the natural effedt of intereft 
and of paffion I and if Julian had tried to con- 
ceal a deep defign under the appearances of 
chance, he mull have employed the moll con- 
fummate artifice without neceffity, and probably 
without fuccefs. He folemnly declares, in the 
prefence of Jupiter, of the Sun, of Mars, of 
Minerva, and of all the other deities, that till 
the dole of the evening which preceded his ele- 
vation, he was utterly ignorant of the defign s of 
the foldiers ; and it may feem urigenerpus to 
diflrufl the honour of a hero, and the truth of 
a philofopher. Yet the fiiperftitious confidence 
that Conflantius was the enemy, and that he 
himfelf was the favourite of the gods, might 
F prompt him to defire, to folicit, and even to 

haflen the aufpicious moment of his reign, which 
was predeftined to rellore the ancient religion of 

Julian, ad S. P. Q. Athen. p. 284* The devout Abbe de k 
BIeterie(Vie de Julien, p. r59.) isdIraoftjiiclinfid to refpe^l devout 
proteftations of a Pa^an. 


mankind.. 
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c ii A p. manjiind. When Julian had received the intel- 
, confpiracy, he refigned liimfelf to 

a iliort flumber ; and afterwards related to his 
friends that he had feeh the genius of the em- 
pire waiting with fome impatience at his dooi's 
preffing for admittance, and reproaching his 
want of Ipirit and ambition Ailonilhed and 
perplexed, he addreffed his prayers to the great 
Jupiter j who immediately fignified by a clear 
and manifeft omen, that he fliould fubmit to the 
will of heaven and of the army. The conduct 


HI$ em- 
bafly to 
Conftan- 



which difclaims the ordinary maxims of reafbn, 
excites our futpicion and eludes our inquiry. 
Whenever the fpirit of fanaticifm, at once ib 
credulous and fo crafty, has infinuated itfelf into 
a noble mind, it infenfibly corrodes the vital 
principles of virtue and veracity. 

To moderate the zeal of his part}^, to protect 
the perfons of his enemies to defeat and to 
defpife the fecret enterprifes which were formed 
againfl his life and dignity, were the cares which 
einployedthe firll days of the reign of the uewEm- 
peror. Although he was firmly refolved to main- 

'5 Ammian. xx. 5. with the note of Lindenbroglus on the Genius 
of the empire. Julian himfelf, in a confidential letter to Iiis friend 
and phyfician, Oribafius (Epift. xvii. p. 384.), mentions another 
dream, to which, before the event, he gave credit ; of a ftately tree 
thrown to the ground, of a fmall plant ftriking a deep root into the 
earth. Even in his fleep, the mind of Caefar muft have been agitated 
by the hopes and fears of his fortune. Zofimus (I. iii. p. 155.) relates 
a fubfequent dream. 

‘•f The difficult fituatlon of the prince of a rebellious army is finely 
defcribed by Tacitus (Hift. i. 80 — 85.). But Otho had much more 
guilt, and much lefs abilities, than Julian. 

tain 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


15 

tain the ftation which he had affumed, he was ftili c H A P. 
defirous of faving his country from the calamities 
of civil war, of declining a conteft with the 
fiiperior forces of Conftantius, and of preferving 
his own charadler from the reproach of perfidy 
and ingratitude. Adorned with the enfigns of 
military and Imperial pomp, Julian fhewed him- 
felf in the field of Mars to the foldiers, who 
glowed with ardent enthufiafm in the caufe of 
their pupil, their leader, and their friend. He 
recapitulated their vi61:ories, lamented their fuf- 
ferings, applauded their refolution, animated 
their hopes, and checked their impetiiofity ; nox* 
did he difmifs the aflembly, till he had obtained 
a folemn promife from the troops, that if the Em- 
peror of the Eafl would fubfcribe an equitable 
treaty, they would renounce any views of com 
queft, and fatisfy themfelves with the tranquil 
poiTeffion of the Gallic provinces. On this foun- 
dation, he compofed, in his own name, and in 
that of the army, a fpecious and moderate 
epiflle which w'as delivered to Pentadius, his 
mailer of the offices, and to his chamberlain 
Eutherius ; two ambaffiadors whom he appointed 
to receive the anfwer, and obferve the difpofi- 
tions of Conftantius. This epiftie is infcribed 
with the modeft appellation of Caefar j but Ju- 
lian folicits in a peremptory, though refpedlful. 

To this oftenfible epiftie he added, fays Ammianus, private let- 
ters, ohjurgatorias et mordaces, which thehiftorian had not feen, and 
would not have publifhed. Perhaps they never exifted. 


manner, 
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CHAP, manner, the confirmation of the title of An- 

. , giiftus. He acknowledges the irregularity of his 

own ele6bion, while he juflifies, in foine meafure, 
the refentment and violence of the troops which 
had extorted his reluctant confent. He allows 
the fapremacy of his brother Confiantius ; and 
engages to fend him an annual prefent of Spanifli 
horfes, to recruit his army with a feledt number 
of Barbarian youths, and to accept from his 
choice a Prmtorian praefect of approved difcre- 
tion and fidelity. But he referves for himfelf 
the nomination of his other civil and military 
officers, with the troops, the revenue, and the 
fovereignty of the provinces beyond the Alps. 
He admonilhes the Emperor to confult the dic- 
tates of jullice ; to diftruft the arts of thofe venal 
flatterers, who fubfifl only by the dilcord of 
princes ; and to embrace the ofier of a fair and 
honourable treaty, equally advantageous to the 
republic and to the lioufe of Conftantine. In 
this negociation Julian claimed no more than he 
already pofiefied. The delegated authority which 
he had long exercifed over the provinces of 
Gaul, Spain, and Britain, was ftill obeyed under 
a name more independent and augull. The 
foldiers and the people rejoiced in a revolution 
which was not flained even with the blood of 
the guilty. Florentius was a fugitive ; Lupici- 
nus a prifoner. The perfons who were difaf- 
fedted to the new government were difiirmed and 
fe cured : and the vacant offices were difiribiited 
according to the recommendation of merit, by a 

prince 
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prince who defpifed the intrigues of the palace, chap. 
and the clamours of the foldiers"®. 

The negociations of peace ’were accompanied hIs fourth 
and fiipported by the moil vigorous preparations 
for w^ar. The army, which Julian held in rea- beyond the 
dinefs for immediate adtion, was recruited and 
augmented by the diforders of the times. The 351 .“ 
criiei perfecution of the fadlion of Magnentius 
had filled Gaul with numerous bands of out- 
laws and robbers. They cheerfully accepted tlie 
offer of a general pardon from a prince whom 
they could truft, fubmitted, to the reflraints of 
military difcfpline, and retained only their im- 
placable hatred to the perfon and government 
of Conflantius As foon as the feafon of the 
year permitted Julian to take the field, he ap- 
peared at the head of his legions 5 threw a bridge 
over the Rhine in the neighbourhood of Cieves j 
and prepared to chaflife the perfidy of the 
Attuarii, a tribe of Franks, who prefumed that 
they might ravage, with impunity, the frontiers 
of a divided empire. The difficulty, as well as 
glory, of this enterprife, confifled in a laborious 
march ; and Julian had conquered, as foon as 
he could penetrate into a country, whicli former 

See the firft tranfadlions of his reign, In Julian ad S. P. Q. 

Athen. p. 285, »86. Amralanus, xx. 5. 8. Liban. Orat. Parent. 
c.49> 50 * P*5i73~37.?* 

‘Miiban. Orat. Parent, c. 50. p. 275, 276. A ftrange diforder, 
fince it continued above feven years. In the fadions of the Greek 
republics, the exiles amounted to 20,000 perfons ; and Ifocrates 
affures Philio, that It would be eafier to raife an army from the 
vagabonds than from the cities. See Humes’s. ElTays, torn. i. p.426, 

437- ' 

VOL. iVc 0 princes 
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c H i P. pnflces liad corifidered as iiiacceffible. After 

. be had given peace to the Barbarians, the Em- 

peror carefully vihted the fortifications along 
the Rhine from Cleves to Bafil ; fiirveyed, with 
peculiar attention, the territories which he had 
recovered from the hands of the Alemanni, 
paffed through Befan9on which had feverely 
fuffered from their fury, and fixed his head- 
quarters at Vienna for the enfuing winter. The 
barrier of Gaul was improved and ftrengthened 
with additional fortifications j and Julian enter- 
tained fome hopes that the Germans, whom he 
had fo often vanquiflied, might, in his abfence, 
be rellrained by the terror of his name. Vado- 
mair’'® was the only prince of the Alemanni, 
whom he eHeemed or feared; and while the 
fubtle Barbarian atfedled to obferve the faith of 
treaties, the progrefs of his arms threatened the 
ftate with an unfeafonable and dangerous war. 
The policy of Julian condefcended to furprife 
the prince of the Alemanni by his own arts ; and 
Vadomair, who, in the charadter of a friend j 
had incautioufly accepted an invitation from the 
Roman governors, was feized in the midfl of the 
entertainment, and fent away prilbner into the 

Julian (Epift. xxxvlii. p* 4i4.3 gives a Ihort defcription of Ve- 
iontlo, or Befangon ; a rocky peninfular alraoft encii-cled by the river 
Doux ; once a magnificent city,, filled with temples, &c. now reduced 
to a fmall town, emerging however from its ruins. 

Vadomair entered into the Roman fervice, and was promoicd 
from a Barbarian kingdom to the military rank of Duke of Pluenicia, 
He flill retained the fame artful charader (Ammian. xxi. 4.) : but, 
under the reign of Valens, he fignalifed his valour in the Armenian 
war (x.xix. x.). 
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lieart of Spain. Before the Barbarians v/ere re- chap. 
covered from their amazement, the Emperor ap- . . 

peared in arms on the banks of the Ehine, and, 
once more croffing the river, renewed the deep 
impreffions of terror and refpedt which had been 
already made by four preceding’ expeditions 

The ambaffadors of Julian had been inftru6ted Fr«idefs 
to execute, with the utmoft diligence, their im- 
portantcommiffion. But, in their patfage through tionof 
Italy and Illyricum, they were detained by the 
tedious and affedted delays of the provincial 
governors ; they were condudfced by flow jour- 
nies from Conftantinople to Caefarea in Cappa- 
docia ; and when at length they were admitted 
to the prefence of Conftantius, they found that 
he had already conceived, from the difpatches of 
his own officers, the moll unfavourable opinion 
of the condudt of Julian, and of the Gallic army. 

The letters were heard with impatience j the 
trembling meflengers were difmifled with indig- 
nation and contempt^ and the looks, the geft 
tures, the furious language of the monarch, ex- 
prefled the diforder of his foul. The doraeftic 
connedlion, which might have reconciled the 
brother and the hufband of Helena, was recently 
diflblved by the death of that princefs, whofe 
pregnancy had been feveral times fruitlefs, and 
was at lafl fatal to berfelf^'. The Emprets 

• .Eufebia 

Ammkn.xx. 10. xxi. 3, 4* Zofimus, 1 . iii. p. 155. 

Her remains were fent to Rome, and interred near thofe of 
■her fitter Conftantina, in the fiiburb of the Vta Noracntana. hm- 
mian. xxi. i. Llbanius has compofed a very weak apology to juftify 
C % his 
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c H A P. Eiifebia had preferved, to the laft moment of her 
. life, the warm and even jealous affedlion which 
flie had conceived for Julian. j and her mild 
influence might have moderated the refentment 
of a prince, who, fince her death, was abandoned 
to his own paffions, and to the arts of his eu- 
nuchs. But the terror „of a foreign invafion 
obliged him to fufpend the punifliment of a pri- 
vate enemy j he continued his march towards 
the confines of Perfia, and thought it fufficient 
to fignify the conditions which might entitle 
Julian and his guilty followers to the clemency 
of their offended fovereign. He required, that 
the prefumptuous Caefar fliould exprefsly re- 
nounce the appellation and rank of Augiiftus, 
which he had accepted from the rebels ; that he 
fliould defcend to his former Ifation of a limited 
and dependent minifler ; that he fliould veft 
the powers of the flate and army in the hands of 
thofe officers who ivere appointed by tlie Impe- 
rial court j and that he fliould trufl his fafety to 
the affurances of pardon, which were announced 
by Epi6tetus, a Gallic biihop, and one of the 
Arian favourites of Coiiftantius. Several months 
were meffedlually confumed in a treaty which was 
negociated at the diftance of three thoufand miles 

Ills hero from a very abfurd charge ; of poifoning his wife, and re- 
warding her phyfician -mth his mother’s jewels. (See the ferenth 
of feventeen new orations, publiflied at Venice 1754, from a MS. 
in St. Mark’s library, p. I17 — 127.). Elpidius, the Praetorian pr®- 
fedt of the Eaft, to whofe evidence the accufer of Julian appeals, is 
arraigned byLibanius, as effeminate ungrateful; yet the religion 
of Elpidius is praifed by Jerom (tom. i. p. 243.), and his humanity 
by Ammiaaius (xxi. 6.). 
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between Paris and Antioch ; and as foon as Ju- c HA P* 
lian perceived that his moderate and refpedlful , 

behaviour ferved only to irritate the pride of an 
implacable adverfaryj he boldly refolved to com- 
mit his life and fortune to the chance of a civil 
war. He gave a public and military audience 
to the quaeflor Lepnas : the haughty epiftle of 
Conflantius was I'eadtothe attentive maltitiidej 
and Julian protefted, with the moll flattering 
deference, that he w^as ready to refign the title of 
Aiigullus, if he could obtain the confent of thofe 
whom he acknowledged as the authors of his 
elevation. The faint propofal was impetuoufly 
filenced 5 and the acclamations of “ Julian Aii- 
“ guilus, continue to reign, by the authority 
“ of the army, of the people, of the republic 
which you have faved,’’ thundered at once 
from every part of the fleld, and terrified the 
pale ambalfador of Conflantius. A part of the 
letter was afterwards read, in which the Emperor 
arraigned the ingratitude of Julian, whom he 
had invefted with the honours of the purple ; 
whom he had educated with fo much care and 
tendernefs j whom he had preferved in his in- 
fancy, when he was left ahelplefs orphan j “ an 
orphan !” interrupted Julian, who juftified his 
caufe by indulging his paflions 5 Does the afl 
«« faffin of ray family reproach me that I was left 
an orphan ? He urges me to revenge thofe 
“ injuries which I have long fludied to forget.” 

The affembly was difmified; and Leonas, who, 
with fome difficulty, had been protected from the 
c 5 popular 


^2 the decline and fall 

CHAP, popular fuiy, was fent back tO’ his mafter with 
j epiftle, in which Julian expreffed, in a ftrain 
of the m oft vehement eloquence, the fentiments 
of contempt, of hatred, and of refentment, which 
had been fopprelfed and embittered by the dif- 
fimiilation of twenty years. After this meffage, 
which might be confidered as a %nal ofirrecon- 
cileable war, Julian, who fome weeks before had 
celebrated the Chriftian feftival of the Epi- 
phany made a public declaration that he com- 
mitted the care of his fafety to the immortal 
GODS ; and thus publicly renounced the religion, 
as well as the friendfliip, of Conftantius. 

Julian pre- The fituatioii of Juliau required a vigorous 
pares to and immediate refolution. He had difcovered 
from intercepted letters, that his adverfary, fa- 
criiicing the intereft of the flate to that of the 

” Ferlaram die quem celebrantes menfe Januario, Chriftiaui 
Epiphania didtitant, progreflus in eorum ecclefiam, folemniter nu- 
iiiine orato difceffit. Ammian. xxi. a. Zonaras obfervesj that it 
was on Chi-iftmas-day, and his alTertion is not inconfiftent ; fince 
die churches of Egj^-pt, Alia, and perhaps Gaul, celebrated on the 
fame’ day (the fixth of January) the nativity and the baptUm of their 
Saviour. The Romans, as ignorant as their brethren of the real date 
of his birth, fixed the folemn felHval to the a5th of Dkember, the 
Brumalia, or winter folftice, when the Pagans annually celebrated the 
birth of the Sun. See Bingham’s Antiquities of the Chriftian church, 
I. XX. c. 4. and Beaufobre Hift. Critique du Maniclieifme, tom. ii. 
p. 690 — 700. 

The public and fecret negociations between Conftantius and Julian, 
muft be extradled, with feme caution, from Julian himfelf (Orat. ad 
S. P. Q, Athen. p.386.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 51. p. 376.}, 
Amraianus (xx. 9.), Zofimus (I. iii. p. 154.), and even Zonaras (tom.ii. 
1 . xiii. p, 30 , 31, 33.}, who, on this occafion, appears to have poflefled 
and ufed fome valuable materials. 
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monarch, bad again excited the Barbarians to chap. 
invade the provinces of the Weft. Thepofition 
of two magazines, one of them colle6ted on the 
banks of the lake of Conftance, the other formed 
at the foot of the Cottian Alps, feemed to indi- 
cate the inarch of two armies ; and the lize of 
thofe magazines, each of which coniifted of ftx 
hundred thoufand cpiarters of wheat, or rather 
flour^ was a threatening evidence of the ftrength 
and numbers of the enemy, who prepared to 
furround him. But the Imperial legions were 
ftill in their difta-nt quarters of Alia j the Da- 
nube was feebly guarded j and if Julian could 
occupy, by a fudden incurfion, the important 
provinces of Illyricum, he might expedt that a 
people of foldiers would refort to his ftandard, 
and that the rich mines of gold and lilver would 
contribute to the expences of the civil war. He 
propofed this bold enterprife to the aftembly of 
the foldiers; infpired them with a juft confidence 
in their general, and in themlelves; and ex- 
horted them to maintain their; reputatipn, of 
being terrible to the enemy, moderate to their fel- 
low-citizens, and obedient to their officers. His 
fpirited difcourfe was received with the loudeft 
acclamations, and the fame troops which had 
taken up arms againft Conftantius, when he fum- 
moned them to leave Gaul, now declared with 

Three hundred myriads, or three millions of medimnU a coim- 
meafure familiar to the Athenians, and which contained fix Itoman 
modii. Julian explains, like a foldier and a ftatelinan, the danger of 
his fituation, and the neceflity and advantages of an offenfive waa; 

(ad S. P. Q. Athen. p. 38,6. xSy.). 

c 4 alacrity, 
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c H A P. alacrity, that they would follow Julian to the 
xxiL fartheft extremities of Europe or Aha. The oath 
of fidelity was admiiiiftered ; and the foldiers, 
clafliing their fliields, and pointing their drawn 
fwords to their throats, devoted themfelves, with 
horrid imprecations, to the fervice of a leader 
whom they celebrated as the deliverer of Gaul, 
and the conqueror of the Germans This 
folemn engagement, which feemed to be dictated 
by affedtion rather than by duty, was fingly 
oppofed by Nebridius, who had been admitted 
to the office of Prastorian praefedl. That faith- 
ful minifter, alone and unafiifted, afferted the 
rights of Conftantius in the midft of an armed 
and angry multitude, to whofe fury he had almoft 
fallen an honourable, but ufelefs, facrifice. After 
lollng one of his hands by the ftroke of a fword, 
he embraced the knees of the prince whom he 
had offended. Julian covered the prsefedl with 
his Imperial mantle, and protedling him from 
the zeal of his followers, difmiffed him to his 
own houfe, with lefs relpedt than was perhaps 
due to the virtue of an enemy The high 
office of Nebridius was bellowed on Salluft. 5 and 
the provinces of Gaul, which were now delivered 
from the intolerable oppreffion of taxes, enjoyed 
the mild an d equitabl e adminillration of th e fr ie n d 
of Julian, who was permitted to pradtice thofe 

See his oration, and the behaviour of the troops, in Aminian. xxi. 5 . 

^‘’He fternly refufed his hand to the fuppliant prsefedl, whom he 
fent into Tufcany (Ainmian. xxi. 5.). Libanius, with favage fury, 
infults Nebridius, applauds the foldiers, and alraoft cenfures the hu» 
inanity of Julian (Orat. Parent, c. 53. p-ajS.). 


virtues 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


25 

virtues whicli he had inflilled into the mind of c H A p. 
his pupil 

The hopes of Julian depended much lefs on hIs march 
the number of his troops, than on the celerity 

• , . . - , , n 1 • Rhine into 

of his motions. In the execution oi a daring niyncum. 
enterprife, he availed himfelf of every precau- 
tion, as far as prudence could fugged ; and where 
prudence could no longer accompany his Heps, 
he trufled the event to valour and to fortune. 

In the neighbourhood of Bafil he affembled and 
divided his army One body, which confided 
of ten thoiifand men, was directed, under the 
command of Nevitta, general of the cavalry, to 
advance through the midland parts of Rhsetia 
andNoricum. A fimilar divifi on of troops, under 
the orders of Jovius and Jovinus, prepared to 
follow the oblique courfe of the highways, 
through the Alps and the northern confines of 
Italy. The indru6lions to the generals were 
conceived with energy and precifion : to haden 
their march in clofe and compa6l columns, 
which, according to the difpofition of the 
ground, might readily be changed into any 
order of battle ; to fecure themfelves againft 
the furprifes of the night by ftrong pods and 
vigilant guards ; to prevent refidance by their 


Ammian. xxi. 8. In this promotion, Julian obeyed the law 
which he publicly impofed on himfelf. Neque civilis quifquam judex 
nec militaris re(Sl:or, alio quoclam praeter merita fuffragante, ad po- 
tiorem veniat gradum (Ammian. xx. 5.). Abfence did not weaken 
his regard for Saliufl:, with Whofe name (A.D. 363.) he honoured the 
confullhip. 

, Ammianus (xxi. 8.) afcribes the fame pradtice, and the fame 
motive, to Alexander the Great, and other ik ilful generals. 


unex- 
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c H A p. unexpected arrival ; to elude examination by 
their fuddeii departure ; to fpread the opinion 
of their ftrength, and the terror of his name ; 
and to join their fovereign under the wails of 
Sirmium. For himfelf^ Julian had referved a 
more difficult and extraordinary part. He fe- 
leCled three thoufand brave and aClive volun- 
teers, refolved, like their leader, to call behind 
them every hope of a retreat: at the head of this ^ 

faithful band, he fearlelriy plunged into the re- 
cedes of the Marcian, or black foretl, which 
conceals the fources of the Danube^® j and, for 
■many days, the fate of Julian was unknown to 
the world. The fecrecy of his march, his dili- 
gence, and vigour, furmounted every obftacle ; 
he forced his way over mountains and moraffes, 
occupied the bridges or fwam the rivers, pur- 
fued his direCl courfe % without refle6ting whe- 
ther he traverfed the territory of the Romans or 
of the Barbarians, and at length emerged, be- 
tween Ratifbon and Vienna, at the place where 
he deiigned to embark his troops on the Daiiube, 

By a well-concei’ted ftratagem, he feiijed a fleet 

This -w^ood -was a part of the great Hercynian foreft, which, iis 
the time of Cssfar, ftretched away from the country of the Rauraci 
(Bafil) into tile boundlefs regions of the . IsTortlr. See Cluver, Ger- 
mania Antiqu a, 1 . iii. C.47. 

Compare Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 53. p. ^78, 279, with Gre- 
goiy Nazianzen, Orat. iii. p. 68. Even the faint admires the fpeed ' 

and fecrecy of this march. A modern divine might apply to tlie 
progrefs of Julian, the lines which w'ere originally defigned for another 
apoftate:. 

— So eagerly the fiend, 

O’er bog, or fieep, through ftrait, rough, denfe, or rare. 

With head, hands, wings, or feet, purfues his way, 

And fwims, or finks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 

of 
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of light brigantines as it lay at anchor ; fe- c H A P. 
cured a fupply of coarfe proyifions fufficient to , 

fatisfy the indelicate, but voracious, appetite of 
a Gallic army 5 and boldly committed bimfeif to 
the ftream of the Danube. The labours of his 
mariners, who plied their oars with inceffant 
diligence, and the fteady continuance of a fa- 
vourable wind, carried his fleet above feven hun- 
dred miles in eleven days^'^; and he had already 
difembarked bis troops at Bononia, only nine- 
teen miles from Sirmium, before his enemies 
could receive any certain intelligence that he 
had left the banks of the Rhine. In the courfe 
of this long and rapid navigation, the mind of 
Julian was fixed on the objedt of his enterprife ; 
and though he accepted the deputation of fome 
cities, which haflened to claim the merit of an 
early fubmiflion, he pafled before the hoflile fta- 
tions, which were placed along the river, with- 
out indulging the temptation of lignalizing an 
ufelefs and ill-timed valour. The banks of the 
Danube were crowded on either lide with Ipec- 
tators, who gazed on the military pomp, antici- 
pated the importance of the event, and diffufed 
through the adjacent country the fame of a 
young hero, who advanced with more than 

In that intei*val the Notitia places two or three fleets> the Lau- 
rijvcenfis (at Lauriacum, or Lorch), the Arlapenfisj the Maginenfis; 
and mentions five legions, or cohorts, of Liburnarii, who fliould be a 
fort of marines. Sen. Iviii. edit. Labb. 

. Zofimus alone ( 1 . iil. p. 156,) has fpecified this interefting circum- 
ftance. Mamertinus (in Panegyr. Vet. xi. 6, 7, 8.), who accompanied 
Julian, as count of the facred largelTes, defcribes this voyage in a 
florid and pidlurefque manner, challenges Triptolemus and the Argo- 
nauts of Greece, &c. 

mortal 
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c H AP. mortal fpeed at- the head of the innumerable 
, , forces of the Weft. Liicilian, who, with the 

rank of general of the cavalry, commanded the 
military powers of Illyricura, was alarmed and 
perplexed by the doubtful reports, which he 
could neither rejedfc nor believe. He had taken 
fome flow and irrefolute meafures for the purpofe 
of colle<fting his troops ; when he was furprifed 
by Dagalaiphus, an active officer, whom Julian, 
as foon as he landed at Bononia, had puflied 
forwards with foine light infantry. The captive 
general, uncertain of his life or death, was haftily 
thrown upon a horfe, and condu 61 :ed to the pre- 
fence of Julian ; who kindly raifed him from the 
ground, and difpelled the terror and amazement 
which feemed to ftupify his faculties. But Lu- 
cilian had no fooner recovered his fpirits, than 
he betrayed his want of difcretion, by prefuming 
to admonilh his conqueror, that he had rafhly 
ventured, with a handful of men, to expofe his 
perfon in the midft of his enemies. “ Ileferve 
“ for your inafter Conftantius thefe timid reinon- 
“ ftrances,’* replied Julian, with a fmile of con- 
tempt; “ when I gave you my purple to kifs, 
I received you not as a counfellor, but as a 
“ fuppliant.’* Confcious that fuccefs alone could 
juftify his attempt, and that boldnefs only could 
command fuccefs, he inftantly advanced, at the 
head of three thoiifand foldiers, to attack the 
ftrongeft and moft popular city of the Illyrian 
provinces. As he entered the long fuburb of 
Sirmium, he was received by the joyful accla- 
mations of the army and people ; who, crowned 

with 
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With flowers, and holding lighted tapers in their CHAP, 
hands, conducted their acknowledged fovereign . . 

to his Imperial refideiice. Two days were de- 
voted to the public joy, which was celebrated 
by the games of the Circus ; but, early on the 
morning of the third day, Julian marched to 
occupy the narrow pafs of Succi, in the defiles 
of mount Haemiis ; which, ahnoft in the mid- 
way between Sirmium and Conilantinople, fepa- 
rates the provinces of Thrace and Dacia, by an 
abrupt defcent towards the former, and a gentle 
declivity on the fide of the latter The de- 
fence of this important poll was eiitrufled to 
the brave Nevitta ; who, as w^ell as the generals 
of the Italian divifion, fuccefsfully executed the 
plan of the march and jundtion which their 
mailer had fo ably conceived 

The homage which Julian obtained, from the He juftifies 
fears or the inclination of the people, extended 
far beyond the immediate efiedl of his arras 
The praefedtures of Italy and Illyricum were ad- 
minillered by Taurus and Florentius, who united 
that important office with the vain honours of the 
confullhip; and as thofe magiftrates had retired 

The defcription of Ammianus, which might be fupported by- 
collateral evidence, afcertalns the precife fituatlon of the Angujlix 
Succorumi or pafles of Sued. M. D’Anville, from the trifling refem- 
blance of names, has placed them between Sardica and Naiffus. 

For my own juftification, I am obliged to mention the only error 
which I have difeovered in the maps or wi-ltings of that admirable 
geographer. 

Whatever circumftances we may borrow dfewhere, Ammianus 
(xxi. 8, 9j 10.) ftill fupplies the feries of the narrative. 

Ammlan. xxi. 9, 10. Llb^nlus, Orat. Parent, c. 54. p. »79? 

?,8o. Zolimu*, 1. iU. p. 15 6, 15 7. . 

with 
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CHAP, with precipitation to the, court of Afia, Julian^ 
, , who could not always reftrain the levity of his 

temper, ftigmatized their flight by adding, in all 
the A61:s of the Year, the epithet of fugitive to 
the names of the two confuls. The provinces 
which had been deferted by their firfl: magiftrates 
acknowledged the authority of an emperor, who, 
conciliating the qualities of a foldier with thofe 
of a philofopher, was equally admired in the 
camps of the Danube, and in the cities of 
Greece. From his palace, or, more properly, 
from his head-quarters of Sirmium and Naifllis, 
he diftributed to the principal cities of the em- 
pire, a laboured apology for his own condu 6 t ; 
publiflied the fecret dilpatches of Conftantius 5 
and folicited the judgment of mankind between 
two competitors, the one of whom had expelled, 
and the other had invited, the Barbarians 
Julian, whofe mind was deeply wounded by the 
reproach of ingratitude, alpired to maintain, by 
argument as well as by arms, the fuperior merits 
of his caufe ; and to excel, not only in the arts 
of war, but in thofe of compofition. His epiflle 
to the fenate and people of Athens feems to 

have 

Julian (ad S. P. Q. Athen. p. %Z6.) pofitively aflerts, that he in- 
tercepted the letters of Conftantius to the Barbarians : and Libanius 
as pofitively affirms, that he read them on his march to the ti’oops 
and the cities. Yet Ammlanus (xxi. 4.) exprelTes himfelf with coo! 
and candid hefitation, ft fama folius admittenda eft fides. He fpe- 
cifies, however, an intercepted letter from Vadomair to Conftantius, 
which fuppofes an intimate correfpondence between them : « Cajfar 
“ tuus difcipllnam non habet.” 

Zofimus mentions his epiftles to the Athenians, the Corin- 
thians, and the Lacedemonians. The fubftance was probably the 

fame. 
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have been di6lated by an elegant enthufiafm ; C H A F. 
which prompted him to fubmit his adtions and < 
his motives to the degenerate Athenians of his 
own times, with the fame humble deference, as 
if he had been pleading in the days of Ariflides, 
before the tribunal of the Areopagus. His ap- 
plication to the fenate of Rome, which was itili 
permitted to bellow^ the titles of Iihperial power^ 
was agreeable to the forms of the expiring re- 
public. An affembly was fuinmoned by Tertul- 
lus, prasfedt of the city; the epiftle of Julian was 
read; and as he appeared to be mailer of Italy, 
his claims were admitted without a dilfenting 
voice. His oblique cenfure of the innovations 
of Conllantine, and his paffionate invedlive 
againfl the vices of Conftantiiis, were heard 
with lefs fatisfadlion ; and the fenate, as if Ju- 
lian had. been prefent, unanimoufly exclaimed, 

Refpedl, we befeech you, the author of your 
“ own fortune An artful expreffion, which, 
according to the chance of war, might be dider- 
ently explained ; as a manly reproof of tlie 
ingratitude of the ufurper, or as a flattering 
confeffion, that a fingle a6l of fuch benefit to 
the date ought to atoiie for all the failings of 
Conftantius. 

fame, tliough the addrefs was properly varied. The epiftle to the 
Athenians is ftill extant (p. a68 — 387.), afid has afforded much 
valuable information. It deferves the praifes of the Abbe de la 
Bleterie (Pref. a I’Hiftoire de jovien, p. 34, 35.), and is one of the 
beft manifeftos to be found in any language. 

AuBori tm rewrentiam rogamiis. Ammian. xxi. 10. It is 
amufing enough to obferve the fecret conflidts of the fenate between 
flatter)^ and feai*. See Tacit. Hill. i. 85. 


The 
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CHAP, The intelligence of the inarch and rapid pro- 
, grefs of Julian was fpeedily tranfmitted to his 

Hoftiie rival, who, by the retreat of Sapor, had obtained 

prepara- fome refpite from the Perfian war. Difguifing 
■ the anguilli of his foul under the femblance of 

contempt, Conftantius profeffed his intention of 
returning into Europe, and of giving cbace to 
Julian; for he never fpoke of this military expe- 
dition in any other light than that of a hunting 
party"^. In the camp of Hierapolis, in Syrio, 
he communicated this defign to his army; (lightly 
mentioned the guilt and raflinefs of tlie Cmlkr ; 
and ventured to alTiire them, that if the muti- 
neers of Gaul prefumed to meet them in the 
field, they would be unable to fuftain the fire of 
their eyes, and the irrefiflible weight of their 
fliout of onfet. The 1‘peecli of the Emperor was 
received with military applaufe, and Theodotus, 
the prefident of the council of Hierapolis, re- 
quefled, with tears of adulation, that Jiu' city 
might be adorned with the head of the vanqiiilhed 
rebel A chofen detachment was dilpatched 
away in poft-waggons, to fecure, if it were yet 
poflible, the pafs of Succi; the recruits, the 
horfes, the arms, and the magazines which had 
been prepared againft Sapor, were appropriated 
to the fervice of the civil war ; and the domeftic 

Tanquam venaticiam prsedam caperet : hoc enim ad lenieiiduni 
fuoi'um metum fublnde praedicabat. Ammian. xxi. 7. 

See the Ipeech and preparations in Anamianus, xxi. 13. The 
vile Theodotus afterwards implored and obtained his pardon from 
the merciful conqueror, who fignified his wifla of diminilhing his 
enemies, and iacreafing the number of his friends (xxii, 14.}. 

J 3 victories 
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vi^iories of Gonftantiiis infpired his partifans c H A P. 
with the moft fanguine afltiraiices of fuccefs. . . 

The notary Gaudentius had occupied in his name 
the provinces of Africa ; the fubliftence of Rome 
was intercepted; and the diftrefs of Julian was 
iiicreafed by an unexpected event, which might 
have been productive of fatal confequences. 

Julian had received the fubmiffion of two legions 
and a cohort of archers, wdio were Rationed at 
Sirmium; but he fufpeCted, with reafon, the Rde- 
lity of thofe troops, which had been diRin- 
guiflied by the Emperor ; and it was thought 
expedient, under the pretence of the expofed 
Rate of the Gallic frontier, to difmifs them from, 
the moR important fcene of aCtion. They ad- 
vanced, with reluctance, as far as the confines 
of Italy ; but as they dreaded the length of the 
way, and the favage fiercenefs of the Germans, 
they refolved, by the inRigation of one of their 
tribunes, to halt at Aquileia, and to ereCt the 
banners of ConRantius on the walls of that im- 
pregnable city. The vigilance of Julian per- 
ceived at once the extent of the mifchief, and 
the necefiity of applying an immediate remedy. 

By his order, Jovinus led back a part of the army 
into Italy ; and the liege of Aquileia was formed 
with diligence, and profecuted with vigour. But 
the legionaries, who feemed to have reje6led the 
yoke of difcipline, conducted the defence of the 
place with fkill and perfeverance ; invited the 
reR of Italy to imitate the example of their cou- 
rage and loyalty ; and threatened the retreat of 
voi.. IV. D Julian, 
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c HAP. Julian, if he fliould be forced to yield to the 
. j fuperior numbers of the armies of the Eaft 
and death But the humanity of Julian was prefer ved 
from the cruel alternative, 'which he pathetically 
A.i).36i, laments, of deftroying, or of being himfelf de* 
Nov.. 3. llroyed: and the feafonable death of Conftantius 
delivered the Roman empire from the calamities 
of a civil war. The approach of winter could not 
detain the monarch at Antioch ; and his favou- 
^ rites durfl not oppofe his impatient delire of 
revenge. A flight fever, which was perhaps 
occafioned by the agitation of his Ipirits, was 
encreafed by the fatigues of the journey ; and 
Conflantius was obliged to halt at the little town 
of Mopfucrene, twelve miles beyond Tarfus, 
where he expired, after a fliort illiiefs, in the 
forty-fifth year of his age, and the twenty-fourth 
of his reign His genuine character, which 
was compofed of pride and weaknefs, of fuper- 
flition and cruelty, has been fully difplayed in 

Ammian. xxi. 7. ii, la. He feems to defcribe, with fuper* 
fliious labour, the operations of the fiege of Aquileia, which, on 
this occafion, maintained its Impregnable fame. Gregoiy Nazianzen 
(Orat. iii. p. 68.) afcribes this accidental revolt to the wifdom of Con- 
ftantlus, whofe affured vldlory he announces with fome appearance of 
truth. Conftantio quern credebat proculdubio fore viftorem : nemo 
enim omnium tunc ab hac conftanti fententia difci-epebat. Ammian. 
xxL 7. 

His death and character are faithfully delineated by Aramianu$ 
(xxl. 14, 15, 16,); and we are authorifed to defpife and deteft the 
foolilh calumny of Gregoiy (Orat. iii. p. 68.), w-ho accufes Julian of 
contriving the death of his benefaAor. The private repentance of 
the Emperor, that he had fpared and promoted Julian (p. 69. and 
Orat. xxi. p. 389.), is not improbable In itfelf, nor incompatible with 
the public verbal teftament, which prudential confiderations might 
didiate in the laft moments of his life. 


the 
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the preceding narrative of civil and ecclefiallical chap. 
events. The long abufe of power rendered him ^ 

a confiderable objedt in the eyes of his con* 
temporaries ; but as perfonal merit can alone 
deferve the notice of pofterity, the lall of the 
fons of Conftantine may be difmiffed from the 
world, with the remark, that he inherited the 
defeats, without the abilities, of his father. Be- 
fore Conftantius expired, he is faid to have named 
Julian for his fucceffor; nor does it feem impro- 
bable, that his anxious concern for the fate of 
a young and tender wife, whom he left with 
child, may have prevailed, in his laR moments, 
over the hardier paffions of hatred and revenge. 
Eufebius, and his guilty alTociates, made a faint 
attempt to prolong the reign of the eunuchs, 
by the eledlion of another emperor ; but their 
intrigues were rejedled with difdain, by an army 
which now abhorred the thought of civil dif- 
cord 5 and two officers of rank were inftantly 
difpatched, to alTure Julian, that every fword in 
the empire would be drawn for Ins fervice. The 
military dehgns of that prince, who had formed 
three different attacks againll Thrace, were pre- 
vented by this fortunate event. Without llied- 
ding the blood of his fellow-citizens, he efcaped 
the dangers of a doubtful conflidt, and acquired 
the advantages of a complete vidlory. Impa- 
tient to vifit the place of his birth, and the new 
capital of the empire, he advanced from Naiffus 
through the mountains of Hmmus, and the cities 
of Thrace. When he reached Heraclea, at the 
n a diitance 
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c H A p. diftawee of lixty miles, all Conftaiitinople was 
poi-ired forth to receive him j and he made his 
Julian en- triumphal entry amidfl the dutiful acclamations 
ters Con- of the foldicrs, the people, and the feiiate. An 
innumerable multitude preffed around him with 
eager refpedfc j and were perhaps difappointed 
when they beheld the fmall llature and Ample 
garb of a hero, whofe unexperienced youth had 
vanquilhed the barbarians of Germany, and who 
had now traverfed, in a fuccefsful career, the 
whole continent of Europe, from the fliores of 
the Atlantic to thofe of the Bofphorus A few 

days afterw'ards, when the remains of the de- 
ceafed Emperor were landed in the harbour, the 
fubjedls of Julian applauded the real or affedled 
humanity of their fovereign. On foot, without his 
diadem, and clothed in a mourning habit, lie ac- 
companied the funeral as far as the church of the 
Holy Apollles, where the body was depofited: and 
if thefe marks of refpedfc may be interpreted as a 
felfilh tribute to the birth and dignity of his Im- 
perial kinfman, the tears of Julian profefled to 
the world, that he had forgot the injuries, and 
remembered only the obligations which he had 
received from Gonftantius As foon as the 

In defcribing the triumph of Julian, Ammianus (xxii. i, 2.) aflumes 
the lofty tone of an orator or poet ; while Lihanius (Orat. Parent, c.56. 
p. 281,) finks to the grave fimplicity of an hiftorian. 

‘1-^ The funeral of Conftantius Is defcribed by Ammianus (x^ii. 16.), 
' Gregory Nazianzen (Orat.iv. p. 119.), Mamertinus (in Panegyr. Vet. 
xi. 27.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c.lvi. p. 383.), and Philoftorgius 
( 1 . vi. c. 6. with Godefroy’s Diflertations, p. 265.). Thefe writers, 
and their followers. Pagans, Catholics, Arians, beheld with very dif- 
ferent eyes both the dead and the living emperor. 

legions 
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legions of Aquileia were affured of the death of c H A P. 
the Emperor, they opened the gates of the city, ^ 
and, by the facrihce of their guilty leaders, ob- 
tained an ealy pardon from the prudence or lenity and is ac- 
of Julian ; who, in the thirty-fecond year of his 
age, acquired the undifputed poffelfion of the the whole 
Roman empire empire. 

Philofophy had inftrudted Julian to compare His civil 
the advantages of adlion and retirement ; but m^nTand 
the elevation of his birth, and the accidents of private 
his life, never allowed him the freedom of choice. 

He might perhaps lincerely have preferred, the 
groves of the academy, and the focietyof Athens; 
but he was conftrained, at firft, by the will, and 
afterwards by the injuftice, of Conflantius, to 
expofe his perfon and fame to the dangers of 
Imperial greatnefs; and to make himfelf account- 
able to the world, and to pofterity, for the hap- 
pinefs of millions Julian recolledled with 
terror the obfervation of his mafter Plato that 
the government of our flocks and herds is always 


The day and year of the birth of Julian are not perfedlly af- 
certained. The day is probably the fixth of November, and the 
year muft be either 331 or 333. Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, 
torn. iv. p. 693. Ducange, Fam. Byzantin. p. 50., I have preferred 
the earlier date. 

Julian himfelf (p. 353 — 367.) has exprelTed thefe philofophical 
ideas with much eloquence and forae affedlation, in a very elabo- 
rate epiftle to Themiftius. The Abbe de la Bleterie (tom. ii. p. 146 
— 193.), who has given an elegant tranflation, is inclined to believe 
that it was the celebrated Themiftius, whofe orations are ftill extant. 

Julian ad Themift. p. 358. Petavius (not. p. 93:.) obferves that 
this paflage is taken from the fourth book De Legibus ; but either 
Julian quoted from memory, or his MSS. were different from ours. 
Xenophon opens the Cyropsedia with a fimilar refledlion. 

D 5 


com- 
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c H A P. committed to beings of a fuperior Ipecies ; and 
« that the conduct of nations requires and deferves 

the celeftial powers of the Gods or of the Genii, 
From this principle he juflly concluded, that the 
man who prefuines to reign, Ihould afpire to the 
perfedtion of the divine nature 5 that he IhouM 
purify his foul from her mortal and terreilrial 
part; that he fliould extinguilh his appetites, en- 
lighten his underftanding, regulate his paffions, 
and fubdue the wild bead, which, according to 
the lively metaphor of Ariftotle feldom fails 
to afcend the throne of a defpot. The throne 
of Julian, which the death of Conftantius fixed 
on an independent bafis, was the feat of reafon, 
of virtue, and perhaps of vanity. He defpifed 
the honours, renounced the pleafiires, and dif- 
charged with inceflant diligence the duties, of 
his exalted flation ; and there were few among 
his fubjedls who would have confented to relieve 
him from the weight of the diadem, had they 
been obliged to fubmit their time and their 
actions to the rigorous laws which their philofo- 
phie Emperor impofed on hirafelf. One of his 
mod intimate friends who had often diared the 
frugal fimplicity of his table, has remarked, that 
his light and fparing diet (which was ufiiOjlly of 

■*’ O oov^punrov KtXtvia/ TrgoftOscrt scat Ariftot. ap. 

Julian, p. a6i. The MS. of Voflius, unfatisfied with a fmgle beaft, 
affords the iironger reading of floftos, which the experience of deipo- 
tifm may warrant. 

libanius (Orat. Parentalis, c.lxxxlv. kxxv. p. ^lo, 311, 31a.) 
has given this interefting detail of the private life of Julian. He 
feissTelf (in JHifopogon, p. 350.) mentions his vegetable diet, and up- 
itrnids the grofs imd lenfual appetite of the people of Antioch. 

21 
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the vegetable kind) left his mind and body always C H A p. 
free and a6live, for the various and important . . 
buhnefs of an author, a pontiff, a magifirate, a 
general, and a prince. In .one and the fame day, 
he gave audience to feveral ambaffadors, and 
wrote, or didtated, a great number of letters tb 
his generals, his civil inagaifli'ates, his private 
friends, and the different cities of his dominions. 

He liftened to the memorials which had been 
received, confidered the fubjedt of the petitions, 
and fignified his intentions more rapidly than 
they could be taken in fhort-hand by the dilk 
gen ce of his fecretaries. He poffeffed fuch flexi- 
bility of thought, and fuch firmnefs of attention, 
that he could employ his hand to wTite, his ear 
to liflen, and his voice to didlate; and purfue at 
once three feveral trains of ideas without hefita- 
tion, and without error. While his miniflers 
tepofed, the prince dew with agility from one 
labour to another, a^d, after a hafty dinner, 
retired into his library, till the public bufinefs, 
which he had appointed for the evening, fum- 
moned him to interrupt the profecution of his 
fludies. The fupper of the Emperor was flill 
lefs fubflantial than the former meal ; his deep 
was never clouded by the fumes of indigeflion ; 
and, except in the fhort interval of a marriage, 
which was the effedl of policy rather tlian love, 
the chafte Julian never fhared his bed with a 
female companion He was foon awakened 

_ by 

Le<5iulus . . . Veftalium tons puribr, is the praife which 
Mameitinua (Panegyr, Vet. xi. 13.) addrefles to Julian himfelr. 

» 4 - bibaniu* 
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C H A P. 
XXIL 


by the entrance of frefli fecretaries, who had 
fiept the preceding day j and his fervants were 
obliged to wait alternately, while their indefati- 
gable inafter allow^ed himfelf fcarcely any other 
refreflnnent than the change of occupations. 
The predeceffors of Julian, his uncle, his bro- 
ther, and his coulin, indulged their puerile 
tafte for the games of the Circus, under the 
fpecious pretence of complying with the incli- 
nations of the people ; and they frequently re- 
mained the greatefb part of the day, as idle 
Ipedlators, and as a part of the fplendid fpec- 
tacle, till the ordinary round of twenty-four 
races was completely finiflied. On foleinn 
fellivals, Julian, who felt and profeffed an iin- 
falhionable diflike to thefe frivolous amufements, 
condefcended to appear in the Circus; and after 
bellowing a carelefs glance on live or lix of the 
races, he hallily withdrew, wuth' the impatience 
of a philofopher, who conlidered every moment 



Libanius affirms, in fober peremptory language, that Jtilian never 
knew a woman before his marriage, or after the death of his wife 
(Orat. Parent. c.Ixxxviii. p.313.). The chaftity of Julian is con- 
firmed by the impartial teftimony of Arnmlanus (xxv. 4.), and the 
partial filence of the Chriftians. Yet Julian ironically urges the 
reproach of the people of Antioch, that he almoji always {a: iiriwvt 
in Mifopogon. p. 34J.) lay alone. This fufpkious expreffion is ex- 
plained by the Abbe de la Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien, tom. ii. p. 103 
-—109.) with candour and Ingenuity. 

See Salmafius ad Sueton. in Claud, c. xxi. A twenty-fifth race, 
or mijjiis, was added, to complete the number of one hundred cha- 
riots, four of which, the four colours, ftarted each heat. 

Centum quadrijugos agitabo ad flumlna currus. 

It appears, that they ran five or feven times round the Meta (Sueton. 
in Domitian. c. 4.) ; and (from the meafure of the Circus Maximus 
at Rome, The Hippodrome at Conftantinople, &c.) it might be about 
a four-mile courfe. 
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as loft, that was not devoted to the advantage c H A p. 
of the public, or the improvement of his own 
mind ^^ By this avarice of time, he feemed to 
protradl the Ihort duration of his reign ; and if 
the dates were lefs fecurely afcertained, we 
fliould refufe to believe, that only fixteen months 
elapfed between the death of Conftantius and December, 
the departure of his fucceffor for the Perfian 
war. The adlions of Julian can only be pre- A.D.363. 
ferved by the care of the hiftorian j but the por- 
tion of his voluminous writings, wliicli is Hill 
extant, remains as a monument of the applica- 
tion, as well as of the genius, of the Emperor. 

The Mifopogon, the Caefars, feveral of his ora- 
tions, and his elaborate work againft the Chril- 
tian religion, were compofed in the long nights 
of the two winters, the former of which he palied 
at Conftantinople, and the latter at Antioch. 

The reformation of the Imperial court was Reforma- 
one of the ftrft and moft necelfary a6ls of p°j” 
government of Julian Soon after his entrance ^ 
into the palace of Conftantinople, he had occa- 
iion for the fervice of a barber. An officer, mag- 
nificently dreffed, immediately prelented him- 
felf. “ It is a barber,” exclaimed the prince, 

Julian. In Mifopogon. p. 340. Julius Caefar had offended the ' 

Roman people by reading his dlfpatches during the actual race; 

Auguftus indulged their tafte, or his own, by his conftant attention 
to the important bufmefs of the Circus, for which he profefled the 
warmeft inclination. Sueton. in Auguft. c.xlv. 

’■ J'he reformation of the palace is defcribed by Ammiamis 
(xxil. 4.), Libanlus (Orat. Parent, c. Ixii. p. a88, &c.), Mamertinus 
(in Panegyr. Vet. xi. ii.), Socrates ( 1 . iii. c. i.), and Zonaras (tom.ii. 

I. xiii. p. 24.). 


with 
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with afFe6hed furprife, “ that I want, and not a 
“ receiver-general of the finaiices^^’’ Heqiief- 
tioned the man concerning the profits of his 
employment j and was informed, that befides a 
large falary, and fome valuable perquifites, he 
enjoyed a daily allowance for twenty fervants, 
and as many horfes. A thoiifand barbers, a 
thoufand cup-bearers, a thoufand cooks, were 
diftributed in the feveral offices of luxury •, and 
the number of eunuchs could be compared only 
with the infe6ts of a fummer’s day The mo^ 
narch who refigned to his fubje6ts the fuperiority 
of merit and virtue, was diftinguiflied by the 
oppreffive magnificence of his drefs, his table, 
his buildings, and his train. The llately palaces 
erected by Conftantine and his fons were deco- 
rated with many coloured marbles, and orna- 
ments of malfy gold. The moil exquifite dain- 
ties were procured, to gratify their pride, rather 
than their tafte ; birds of the moil diftant cli- 
mates, fifli from the moll remote feas, fruits out 
of their natural feafon, winter rofes, and fummer 
fnows^^ The domeflic crowd of the palace 

furpaffed 

Ego non rationalem juffi fed tonforem acciri. Zonaras ufes 
the lefs natural image of a Jenator. Yet an officer of the finances, 
who was fatisfied with wealth, might defire and obtain the honour# 
of the fenate. 

Maystpaj iJ.tv xapsotj Se m EXaTTsj, Ss 

trixm virtf t«j ptas va^a. toK itw/xeot iv 

are the original -nrords of Libanlus, which I have faithfully quoted, 
left I fliould be fufpetfted of magnifying the abufes of the royal houfe- 
hold. ' 

The expreffions of Mamertinus are lively and forcible. Quin 
etiam prandiorum et casnarura laboratas magnitudines Romanus 

populu# 
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fiirpaffed the expence of the legions j yet the ch ap, 
finallell part of this collly multitude was fiibfer- . > 

vient to the ufe, or even to the fplendour, of the 
throne. The monarch was dilgraced, and the 
people was injured, by the creation and fale of 
an infinite number of obfcure, and even titular 
employments; and the moll worthlefs of man- 
hind might purchafe the privilege of being main- 
tained, without the neceffity of labour, from 
the public revenue. The walle of an enormous 
houfehold, the increafe of fees and perquifites, 
which were foon claimed as a lawful debt, and 
the bribes which they extorted from thofe who 
feared their enmity, or folicited their favour, 
fuddenly enriched thefe haughty menials. They 
abufed their fortune, without conlidering their 
pall, or their future, condition ; and their rapine 
and venality could be equalled only by the 
extravagance of their difiipations. Their filken 
robes were embroidered with gold, their tables 
were ferved with delicacy and profufion ; the 
houfes which they built for their own ufe, would 
have covered the farm of an ancient conful ; and 
the mod honourable citizens were obliged to 
difmoimt from their horfes, and refpedlfiilly to 
falute an eunuch whom they met on the public 
highway. The luxury of the palace excited the 
contempt and indignation of Julian, who ufually 
fiept on the ground, who yielded with reludlance 

populus fenfit ; cum qujefitiflimEB dapes non guftu fed dlfficultatlbus 
seftimarentur ; miracula avium, louginqui maris pifces, alieni temporis 
poma, seftivs nives, hybernje rofa. 

to 
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p. to the indifpenfable calls of nature; and who 

^ placed his vanity, not in emulating, but in de- 
. ipHing, the pomp of royalty. By the total extir- 
pation of a mifchief which was magnified even 
beyond its real extent, he was impatient to 
relieve the diftrefs, and to appeafe the murmurs, 
of the people ; who fupport with lefs uneafinefs 
the weight of taxes, if they are convinced that 
the fruits of their induftry are appropriated to 
the fervice of the ftate. But in the execution of 
this falutary work, Julian is accufed of proceed- 
ing with too much hafte and inconliderate feve- 
rity. By a tingle edi^t, he reduced the palace 
of Conftantinople to an iminenfe defert, and dif- 
mified with ignominy the whole train of Haves 
and dependents without providing any juft, 
or at leaft benevolent, exceptions, for the age, 
the fervices, or the poverty, of the faithful 
domeftics of the Imperial family. Such indeed 
was the temper of Julian, who feldom recolledted 
the fundamental maxim of Ariftotle, that true 
virtue is placed at an equal diftance between the 
oppofite vices. ^ The fplendid and effeminate 
drefs of tile Afiatics, the curls and paint, the 
collars and bracelets, which had appeared fo ridi- 
culous in the perfon of Conftantine, were con- 
ftftently rejected by his philofophic fucceffor. 

, Yet Julian himfelf was accufed of beftowing whole towns on 
the eunuchs (Orat. vii. againft Polyclet. p. 117 — 127.). Libanius 
contents himfelf with a cold but pofitive denial of the fad, which 
feems indeed to belong more properly to Conftantius. This charge, 
however, may allude to feme unknown circumftance. 


But 
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But with the fopperies, Julian affected to re- c HA p. 
nounce the decencies, of drefs j and feemed to , . 

value himfelf for his negle6l of the laws of clean- 
linefs. In a fatirical performance, which was 
deligned for the public eye, the Emperor de- 
fcants with pleafure, and even with pride, on 
the length of his nails, and the inky blacknefs 
of his hands; protefts, that although the greatefl 
part of his body was covered with hair, the ufe 
of the razor was confined to his head alone; and 
celebrates with vifible complacency, the fliaggy 
and populous beard, which he fondly cheiifhed, 
after the example of the philofophers of Greece. 

Had Julian confulted the fimple dictates of 
reafon, the firfl; magiftrate of the Romans would 
have fcorned the afieClation of Diogenes, as w^ell 
as that of Darius. 

But the w^ork of public reformation would Chamber 
have remained imperfect, if Julian had only 
corrected the abufes, without punifliing the 
crimes, of his predeceflbr’s reign. “ We are 
“ now delivered,’’ fays he, in a familiar letter 
to one of his intimate friends, “ we are now 

fiirprifingly delivered from the voracious jaws 

In the Mifopogon (p. 338, 339.) he draws a very lingular 
pldlure of himfelf, and the following words are ftrangely cliaraiSler- 
iftic ; oivr'B^ tov ^xQvy tutovi . . . 'ra.vrcx, rot SixQsov- 

roiv «VE;^ojU5u ruv (pSsipwv ocrrrs^ e» rav Snftwv. The friends of the 
Abbe de la Bleterie adjured him, in the name of the French nation, 
not to tranllate this paflage, fo offenlive to their delicacy (Hill, de 
Jovien, tom. ii. p. 94.). Like him, I have contented myfelf with a 
tranlient ailufion ; but the little animal, which Julian names, is a 
^eaft familiar to man, and fignifies love. 


“ of 
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«« of tlie Hydra I do not mean to apply 
“ that epithet to my brother Conflantius. lie 
is no morej may the earth lie light on his 
head ! But his artful and cruel favourites 
« ftudied to deceive and exafperate a prince, 
« whofe natural mildnefs cannot be praifed 
« without fome efforts of adulation. It is not^ 
‘‘ however, my intention, that even thofe men 
“ Ihould be oppreffed; they are acciifed, and 
“ they lhall enjoy the beneht of a fair and im- 
“ partial trial.” To conduct this enquiry, 
Julian named fix judges of the higheft rank in 
the ftate and army; and as he wifiied to efcape 
the reproach of condemning his perfonal ene- 
mies, he fixed this extraordinary tribunal at 
Chalcedon, on the Afiatic fide of the Bofphorus; 
and transferred to the com in ill! oners an abfolute 
power to pronounce and execute their final 
ientence, without delay, and without appeal. 
The oifice of prefident was exercifed by the 
venerable praefe^l of the Eaft, a fecond Sal- 
lufl% whofe virtues conciliated the efteem of 
Greek fophifls, and of Chriflian bifliops. He 

Julian, epill. xxiii. p. 389. He ufes the words 
in writing to his friend Hermogenes, w'ho, like himfelf, was 
converfant with the Greek poets. 

The two Sallufts, the prasfe<ft of Gaul, and the prsefecSl of the 
Eaft, muft be carefully diftinguiihed (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv« 
p. 696.). I have ufed the fumame of Secundus, as a convenient 
epithet. The fecond Salluft extorted the efteem of the Chriftian& 
tiaemfelves ; and Gregory Nazianzen, who condemned his religion, 
has celebrated his virtues (Orat. iii. p. 90.). See a curious note of the 
Abbe de la Bleterie, Vie de Julien, p, 363. 


was 



OF THE roman empire. 


Was affifted by the eloquent Mamertinus®', one CHAP, 
of the confols ele6t, whpfe merit is loudly cele« , 

brated by the doubtful evidence of his own 
applaufe. But the civil wifdom of two magi- 
ftrates was overbalanced by the ferocious vio- 
lence of four generals, Nevitta, Agile, Jovinus, 
and Arbetio. Arbetio, whom the public would 
have feen with lefs furprife at the bar than on 
the bench, was fuppofed to poffefs the fecret of 
the commiffion ; the armed and angry leaders of 
the Jovian and Herculian bands encompaffed 
the tribunal; and the judges were alternately 
fwayed by the laws of juftice, and by the cla- 
mours of fadlion 

The chamberlain Eufebius, who had fo long Punifh- 
abufed the favour of Conftantius, expiated, by 
an Ignominious deaths the infolence, the corrup- cent and 
tion, and cruelty of his fervile reign. The exe- 
cutions of Paul and Apodemius (the former of 
whom was burnt alive) were accepted as an in- 
adequate atonement by the widows and orphans 
of fo many hundred Bomans, whom thofe legal 
tyrants had betrayed and murdered. But Juftice 
herfelf (if we may ufe the pathetic expreffion of 
Ammianus®^) appeared to weep over the fate 


Mamertlnus praifes the Emperor (xl. I.) for beftowlng the of» 
lices of Treafurer and Prsefed on a man of wifdom, firranefs, inte- 
grity, &c. like himfelf. Yet Ammianus ranks him (xxi. i.) among 
the minifters of Julian, quorum merita norat et fidem. 

The proceedings of this chamber of juftice are related by Am- 
mianus (xxii. 3.), and praifed by Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 74, 
p. 399, 300.). 

® * Urfuli vero necem ipfa mlhi videtur flefle juftitia. Libanius, 
who imputes his death to the foldiers, attempts to criminate the 
count of the largefles. 

of 
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c H A p. ofUrfulus, the treafurer of the empire; and his 

, \ Liood acciifed the ingratitude of Julian, whofe 

diftrefs had been feafonably relieved by the in- 
trepid liberality of that honell miniller. The 
rage of the foldiers, whom he had provoked by 
his indifcretioh, was the caufe and the excufe of 
his death; and the Emperor, deeply wounded by 
his own reproaches and thofe of the public, 
offered fbme confolation to the family of Urfulus, 
by the reftitution of his confifcated fortunes. 
Before the end of the year in which they had 
been adorned with the enligns of the prefedlure 
and confullbip Taurus and Florentius were 
reduced to implore the clemency of the inex- 
orable tribunal of Chalcedon. The former was 
baniliied to Yercellae in Italy, and a fentence of 
death was pronounced againft the latter. A 
wife prince flmuld have rewarded the crime of 
Taurus : the faithful minifler, when he was no 
longer able to oppofe the progrefs of a rebel, 
had taken refuge in the court of his benefacd:or 
and his lawful fovereign. But the guilt of Flo- 
rentius juflified the feverity of the judges ; and 
his efcape ferved to difplay the magnanimity of 
Julian ; who nobly checked the interefted dili- 
gence of an informer, and refufed to learn what 
place concealed the wretched fugitive from his 


Such refpeA was ftill entertained for the venerable names of the 
commonwealth, that the public was furprifed and fcandalized to hear 
Taurus fummoned as a criminal under tlxe confulfliip of Taurus. The 
fummons of his colleague Florentius was probably delayed till the 
commencement of the enfuing year. 


juft 
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juft refeiitment®^ Some luontlis .after the tri- e i-i A p^’ 
bonal of Chalcedpn had been diftblved, the prge- . ; , 

tonanyicegerentofAfnca,thenotaryGauden- 
tiiis, and Artemius®*^ Duke of Egypt, were exe- 
cuted at Antioch. Artemius had reigned the 
cruel and corrupt tjrant of a great province ; 
Gaudentius had long pra^ifed.,, the, arts of 
calumny againft the innocent, the virtuous, and 
even the perfon of Julian himfelf, .Yet* the 
xircuinftances of tlieir^ trial and. condemnation 
were fo unlkilfiiUy managed, that thefe wicked 
men obtained, in the public opinion, th.e glory 
of fuffering for the obftinate loyalty with which 
,they had fupported the caufe of Conftantius. 

The reft of his fervants were protedled by a • 

general a6l of oblivion 5 and they were left to 
.enjoy with impunity the bribes which they had 
accepted, either to defend the opprelTed, pr to 
ppprefs the friendlefs. This meafure, .which, on 
,the fpimdeft principles of policy, may deferve 
our apprpbatiqn, was executed in a manner which 
feemed to degrade the majefty of the .throne. 

Julian was tormented by the importunities of a 
multitude, particularly of Egyptians, who loudly 
demanded the gifts which they had imprudently 

Ainmian. xx. 7. 

For the guilt and punilhment of Artemius, fee Julian- (Epift.x. 
p. 379.), and ■ Ammianus (xxii. 6. and- ¥alef. ad loc.). The 
merit of Artemius, who demolilhed temples, and \yas put to death 
hy an apoftate,'. has tempted the .Greek and Latin 'churches to ho- 
nour him as a martyr. But as ecclefiaftical hiftory attefts that he 
was not only a tyrant but an Arkn, it is not altogether eafy to 
juftify this indifcreet promotion. Tillemont, Ecdef. tora.^ ni. 
p.i3i9> 

...YOL, IV, S. 


or 
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c H A A or illegally beftowed ; he forefaw the eiidlels 
XXII. ^ profecution of vexatious fuits ; and he engaged 
a promife, which ought always to have been 
facred, that if they would repair to Chalcedon, 
he would meet them in perfon, to hear and 
determine their complaints. But as foon as they 
were landed, he ifliied an abfolute order, which 
prohibited the watermen from tranfporting any 
Egyptian to Conllantinople ; and thus detained 
his difappointed clients on the Afiatic Ihore, till 
their patience and money being utterly exhaufled, 
they were obliged to return with indignant mur- 
murs to their native country 
Clemency The numerous army of tpies, of agents, and 
of Julian. enlifted by Conllantius to fecure the 

repofe of one man, and to interrupt that of 
millions, was immediately difbanded by his gene- 
rous fucceffor. Julian was flow in his fufpicions, 
and gentle in his puniflunents j and his contempt 
of treafon was the refult of judgment, of vanity, 
and of courage. Confcious of fuperior merit, 
he was perfuaded that few among his fubjedls 
would dare to meet him in the field, to attempt 
his life, or even to feat themfelves on his vacant 
throne. The philofoplier could excufe the hafty 
fallies of difcontent 5 and the hero could defpife 
the ambitious projects which furpaffed the for- 
tune or the abilities of the rafli confpirators. A 
citizen of Ancyra had prepared for his own ufe 


See Ammian. xxu. 6. and Valef. ad locum ; and the Codex 
Theodofianus, 1. ii. tit. xxxix. leg. i. j and Godefroy’s Comraen- 
fary, tom. i. p. 318. ad locum. 
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a purple garment; and this indifcreet action, chap. 
which, under the reign of Conftantius, would . 

have been confidered as a capital offence®®, was 
reported to Julian by the officious importunity 
of a private enemy. The monarch, after mak- 
ing fome enquiry into the rank and character of 
his rival, difpatched the informer with a prefent 
of a pair of purple flippers, to complete the 
magnificence of his Imperial habit. A more 
dangerous confpiracy was formed by ten of the 
domeflic guards who had refolved to aflaflinate 
Julian in the field of exercife near Antioch. 

Their intemperance revealed their guilt ; and 
they were condu6led in chains to the prefence 
of their injured fovereign, who after a lively re- 
prefentation of the wickednefs and folly of their 
enterprife, inftead of a death of torture, which 
they deferved and expelled, pronounced a fen- 
tence of exile againfl the two principal offenders. 

The only inflance in which Julian feemed to 
depart from his accuflomed clemency, was the 
execution of a rafh youth, who, with afeeble hand, 
had afpired to feize the reins of empire. But 
that youth was the fon of Marcellus, the general 
of cavalry, who in the firfl campaign of the 

The prefident Montefqujea (Confiderarions fur la Grandeur? 

&c. des Remains, c. xiv. in his works, tom. iii. p. 448, 449.) 
excufes this minute and abfurd tyranny, by fuppofing that aiilons 
the moft indifFerent ill our eyes might excite, in a Roman mind, 
the idea of guilt and danger. This ftrange apology Is fupported 
hy a ftrange mifapprehenfion of the Englifli laws, “chez une na- 
« tioij .... oil il eft defendd de boire a la fante d’une certaine 
^ perfoime.” 
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G H A P. Gallic war, had deferted the ftaiidard of the 

, Csefar, and the republic. Without appearing to 

indulge his perfonal refentment, Julian might 
eafily confound the crime of the fon and of the 
father ; but he was reconciled by th& diflrefs of 
Marcellus, and the liberality of the Emperor 
endeavoured to heal the wound which had been 
inflicted by the hand of jullice^^ 

His love of Julian was not infenfible of the advantages of 
andIrhT fi’^edom^®. From his ftudies he had imbibed 
repubUc. the fpirit of ancient fages and heroes: his life 
aiid fortunes had depended on the caprice of a 
tyrant ; and when he afcended the throne, his 
pride was fometimes mortified by the reflection ^ 
that the flaves who would not dare to cenfure 
his defects were not worthy to applaud his vir- 
• tiies^^ He fincerely abhorred the fyiteni of 
Oriental delpotifm, which Diocletian, Conftan- 
' tine, and the patient habits of fourfcore years^ 
had’eftabliflied in the empire. A motive of fu* 
perdition prevented the execution of the deflgn 
which Julian had frequently meditated, of re- 
lieving his head from the weight of a coftly 



The clemency of Julian, and the confpiracy which was formed 
-.agairift his . life at-wAntioch, are • defcribed by Aramianus (xxii. 9, 
10. and Valef. ad loc.)> and Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 99. p. 3^3.). 

According to fome, fays Arjftotlq (as he., is quoted by Julian 
ad Themift. p.,»6i.), the form of absolute government, the Tra/A. 
^acriX^x, is confc;^ to nature. Both the prince and the philofopher 
chufe, however, to' involve this eternal tmt|i in' artfuland laboured 
obfcurity. ' ■ • ' 

, ’“ That Tentimeutis .exprefied atoioft m of -JuHan luiu^ 


diadem ? 
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diadem’^: but he abfolutely refufed the title: of e H A p. 
Dominus, or Lord a word which was grown fo . i . 
famihar to the ears of the Romans, that they no 
longer remembered its fervile and hiimiliating , 
origin. The office, or rather the name, of coii- 
ful, was cheriflied by a prince who contemplated 
with reverence the ruins of the republic j and 
the fame behaviour which had been affuraed by 
the prudence of Auguftus, was adopted by Julian 
from choice and inclination. On the calends of A.D.36a. 
January, at break of day, the new confiils, Ma- 
mertinus and Nevitta, haffiened to the palace to 
falute the Emperor; As foon as he was informed 
of their approach, he leaped from his throne, 
eagerly advanced to meet them, and compelled 
the blufliing magiftrates, to receive the demon- 
ftrations of his affedled humility. From the 
palace they proceeded to the fenate. The Em- 
peror, on foot, marched before their litters j and : 
the gazing multitude admired the image of an- 
cient times, or fecretly blamed a conduit, which^ • 
in their eyes, degraded the majefty of the 


Llbamus (Orat. Parent, c. 95. p. sao.), who mentions the ■wifh ' 
and defign of Julian, infinuates, in myftertdus language (Sstav'atS 
ym'JTniV ’.' . . , . w afiEtvwv 0 xwXt/wy), • that the EmpOrot Wasfe- 
ftrained by fome particular revelation. 

Julian in Mifopogon, p. 343* As he never abolifhed, by, any 
public law, the proud appellations of Defpoti or Oowiwaj, ' they are 
ftill extant on his medals (Ducange, Earn. Byzantin. p. 38, 39.); . 
and the private difpleafure which he aiFedled to. exprefs, only gave 
a different tone to the' fervility of the court. The Abbe de la Ble- 
terie (Hift. de Jovien, tom.ii. p.^99’;7-ioa.) has curioufly traced 
the origin and progrefs of die word under the Imperial’ 

■government; 
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purple’'*. But the behaviour of Julian was 
uniformly fupported. During the games of the 
Circus, he had, imprudently or defignedly, per- 
formed the manumiffion of a have in the pre- 
fence of the conful. The moment he was re- 
minded that he had trefpalTed on the junfdi6tioii 
of another magiftrate, he condemned himfelf to 
pay a fine of ten pounds of gold j and embraced 
this public occalion of declaring to the world, 
that he was fubjedl, like the reft of his fellow- 
citizens, to the laws ”, and even to the forms, 
of the republic. The fpirit of his adminiftra- 
tion, and his regard for the place of his nativity, 
induced Julian to confer on the fenate of Con- 
ftantinople, the fame honours, privileges, and 
authority, which were ftill enjoyed by the fenate 
of ancient Rome A legal hdtion was intro- 
duced, and gradually eftablillied, that one half 
of the national council had migrated into the 
Eaft: and the deij30tic fucceffors of Julian, 
accepting the title of Senators, acknowledged 
themfelves the members of a refpedtable body, 

Ammian. xxii. 7. The conful Mamertinus (in Panegyr. Vet. xi. 
a9j 30.) celebrates the aufpiclous day, like an eloquent flave, 
aftoniihed and intoxicated by the condefcenfion of his mafter. 

’’ Perfonal fatire was condemned by the laws of the twelve 
tables : 

Si male condiderit in quem quis carmina, jus eft 
Judiciumque — — 

Julian (in Mifopogon, p. 337.) owns himfelf fubjedl to the law; 
and the Abbe de la Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien, tom.ij; p.9a.} has 
eagerly embraced a declaration fo agreeable to his own fyftem, and 
indeed to the true Ipirit, of the Imperial conftitution. 

^ Zofimus, Liii. p. 158. 


wliich 
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wliich was permitted to reprefent the majefly of c H A R 
the Eoman name. From Conftantinople, the 
attention of the monarch was extended to the 
municipal fenates of the provinces. He abo- 
Mied, by repeated edicts, the unjiift and perni- 
cious exemptions which had withdrawn fo many 
idle citizens from the fervice of their country j 
and by impofing an equal diftribution of public 
duties, he reftored the ftrength, the fplendour, 
or, according to the glowing expreffion of Liba- 
nius ”, the foul of the expiring cities of his 
empire. The venerable age of Greece excited his care 
the moil tender companion in the mind of Ju- 
Han 5 which kindled into rapture when he recol- cities, 
ledled the godsj the heroes; and the men 
fuperior to heroes and to gods; who had be- 
queathed to the lateft pofterity the monuments of 
their genius, or the example of their virtues. He 
relieved the diftrefs, and reftored the beauty, of 
the cities of Epirus and Peloponnefus Athens 
acknowledged him for her benefactor ; Argos, 
for her deliverer. The pride of Corinth, again 
riling from her ruins with the honours of a Ro^ 


‘H t«5 icrxv? woXewj ejjv. See Libanius (Orat. Parent, 
c. 71. p. a96.)> Ammianus (xxii. 9.)» and the Theodofian Code 
(1. xii. tit. i. leg. 50— 55. )j with Godefroy’s Commentary (tom. iv* 
p. 390 — 402.). Yet the whole fubjedl of the Curias notwithftanding 
very ample materials, ftill remains the moft obfcure In the. legal hiftory 
of the empire. 

Q,uae paulo ante arida et fiti anhelantia vifebantur, ea nunc 
perlui, mUndari, madere; Fora, Deambulacra, Gymnafia, Isetls et 
gaudentibus populis frequentari j dies feftos, et celebrari veteres, et 
novos in honorem principis confecrari (Mamertin. xi. 9.). He par- 
ticularly reftored the city of Nicopolis, and the A^llac games, which 
|}ad been inftituted by Auguftus. 

^4 
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c H A P. mail cdlony, ex^6bed a tribute fromtlie adjacent 
. republicSj'fcir the piirpofe of defraying the games 

of the Ifthmus, which were celebrated in the 
amphitheatre with the hunting of bears and pan- 
thers. From fhiA tribute the cities of Elis, of 
Delphi, and of Argos, which had inherited from 
their remote anceftors the facred office of per- 
petuating the Olympic, the Pythian, and the 
Nemean games, claimed’ajiift exemption. The 
immunity of Elis and Delphi was relpedled by 
the Corinthians p but the poverty of Argos 
tempted the infolence 'of dppreffion ; and the 
feeble complaints of its deputies were lileiiced 
by the decree of a provincial magillrate, who 
feeiiis to have confulted only the ihtereft of the 
capital in which he relided. Seven years after 
this fentencej Julian allowed the caufe to be 
referred to a lliperior tribunal ; and his eloquence 
was interpofed, moft probably with fuccels, in 
the defence of a city, which had been the royal 
feat of Agamemnon % and had given' to Mace- 
donia a race of kings and conquerors 

The- 

‘9 Julian, EplAxxxv. p.407 — ^4x1. Phis epiftle, which illuf- 
trates the declining age of Greece, is omitted by the Abbe de k 
Bleterie ; and ftrangely disfigured by the Latin tranflator, who, by- 
rendering oiTtXtKx., tributum, and ihuTcii, fop ulus, diredlly contradicts 
the fenfe of the original. 

He . reigned.in Mycenje, at the diftance of fifty fadla, or fix 
miles, from Argos : but thofe cities, which alternately flourifhed, 
are confounded by the Greek poets. Strabo, 1 . viii. p. 5 7 9. edit. 
Ainltel. 1707. 

Mariham, • Canon. Chron. p. 4*1, This pedigree from Te- 
menus and Hercules may be fulpicious ; yet it 'was allowed, after 
a Itridl inquiry by the judges of the Oljunplc games (Herodot. 1 . v. 
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The kboiious adminiftration of railitaiy and CHAP, 
civil affairs, which were multiplied in proportion , 
to the extent of the empire, exercifed the abi- juiian an 
lities of Julian : but lie frequently affiimed the 
two charadlers of Orator and of Judge which 
are almoft unknown to the modern fovereigns of 
Europe. The arts of perfuafion, fo diligently 
cultivated by the firll Csefars, were negledted by 
tlie military ignorance and Afiatic pride of their 
fucceffors j and if they condefcended to harangue 
the foldiers, whom they feared, they treated 
with filent difdain the fenators whom they de« 
fpifed. The affemblies of the fenate, which 
Conflantius had avoided, were confidered by 
Julian as the place where he could exhibit, with 
the moll propriety, the maxims of a republican, , 

c. aa.)} at a time when the Macedonian kings were ohfcure and 
unpopular In Greece. When the Achaean league declared agalnll 
Philip, it was thought decent that tire deputies of Argos Ihould retire 
(T.Liv-.xxxii. aa.). 

His eloquence is celebrated .by Libanlus (Orat. Parent, c, 75,, 

7$. p. 300, 301.) who diftintSlly mentions the orators of Homer. 

Socrates (l.iii. c. i.) has raflily afferted that Julian was the only 
prince, fince Julius Csfar, who harangued the fenate. All the 
predecellbrs of Nero (Tacit. Annal. xiil. 3.), and many of Ills 
fuccelTors, poflefled the faculty of fpeaking in public ; and it miglit' 
be proved by various examples, that they frequently exercifed it in ■ 
the fenate. 

*•* Ammlanus (xxii. 10.) has impartially Hated the merits and de- 
feats gf his judicial proceedings. Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 50, 9I. 
p. 315, &c.) has feen only the fair fide, and his pidlure, if it flatters 
the perfon, exprelTes at leaft the duties, of the judge. Gregory Na- 
zianzen (Orat. iv. p. lao.), who fuppreffes the virtues, and exaggerates 
even the venial faults of the Apoftate, triumphantly alks, whether 
fach a judge was fit to be feated betweei^ Minos and Rhadamanthus, 
in the Elylian' fields ? 


and 
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CHAP, and the talents of a rhetorician. He alternately 
xxiL pradtifed, as in a fchool of declamation, the 
^ feveral modes of praife, of cenfure, of exhorta- 
tion ; and his friend Libanius has remarked, that 
the ftudy of Homer taught him to imitate the 
limple, concife llyle of Menelaus, the copioufnefs 
of Neflor, whofe words defcended like the flakes 
of a winter’s fnow, or the pathetic and forcible 
eloquence of Ulyffes. The functions, of a j udge, 
which are fometimes incompatible with thofe of 
a prince, were exercifed by Julian, not only as 
a duty, but as an amufement j and although he 
might have trutled the integrity and difcernment 
of his Praetorian prefects, he often placed himfelf 
by their tide on the feat of judgment. The 
acute penetration of his mind was agreeably oc- 
cupied in detedling and defeating the chicanery 
of the advocates who laboured to dilguife the 
truth of fadls, and to pervert the fenfe of the 
laws. He fometimes forgot the gravity of his 
ffcation,alked indifcreet orunfeafonabie queftions, 
and betrayed, by the loudnefs of his voice, and 
the agitation of his body, the earnett vehemence 
with which he maintained his opinion againft the 
judges,, the advocates, and their clients. But 
his knowledge of his own temper prompted him 
to encourage, and even to folicit, the reproof 
of his friends and miniftersj and whenever they 
ventured to oppofe the irregular fallies of his 
paffions, the fpedtators could obferve the fliame, 
as well as the gratitude, of their monarch. The 
deerees of Julian were almofl; always founded on 

the 
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tlie principles of juftice; and he had the iirmnefs CHAR, 
to reiift the two moft dangerous temptations, ^ 

which affault the tribunal of a fovereign, under 
the fpecious forms of compaflion and equity. 

He decided the merits of the caufe without 
weighing the circumftances of the parties ; and 
the poor, whom he wiflied to relieve, w'ere con- 
demned to fatisfy the juft demands of a noble 
and wealthy adverfary. He carefully diftin- 
guiflied the judge from the legiflator ; and 
though he meditated a neceffary reformation of 
the Roman jiirifprudence, he pronounced fen- 
tence according to the ftri6l and literal inter- 
pretation of thofe laws, which the magiftrates 
were bound to execute, and the fubjedts to 
obey. 

The generality of princes, if they were ftripped His cha- 
of their purple, and call naked into the world, 
would immediately fink to the lowed; rank of 
fociety, without a hope of emerging from their 
obfcurity. But the perfonal merit of Julian was, 
in fome meafure, independent of his fortune. 
Whatever had been his choice of life ; by the 
force of intrepid courage, lively wit, and intenfe 
application, he would have obtained, or at leaft 

Of the laws which Julian enafted m a reign of fixteen months, 
fifty-four have been admitted into the codes of Theodolius and Juf- 
tinian. (Gothofred. Chron. Legum, p. 64 — 67.) The Abbe de la 
Bleterie (tom.ii. p. 3^9 — 336.) has chofen one of thefe laws to give 
an idea of Julian’s Latin ftyle, which is forcible and elaborate, but lefsi^ 
pure than his Greek. 

he: 
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CHAP, lie would have deferved, the higheft honours of 
his profeffion; and Julian might have raifed 
himfelf to the rank of minifler or general of 
the Hate in which he was born a private citizen. 
If the jealous caprice of power had difappointed 
his expectations ; if he had prudently declined 
the paths of greatnefs, the employment of the 
fame talents in ftiidious folitude would have 
placed, beyond the reach of kings, his prefent 
happinefs and his immortal fame,. When we 
infpeiSl, with minute, or perhaps malevolent at- 
tention, the portrait of Julian, foraething feems, 
wanting to the grace and perfection of the whole 
figure. His genius was iefs powerful and fub? 
lime than that of Ceafar ; nor did he poffefs the, . 
confummate prudence of Auguftus. The virtues 
of Trajan appear more Heady and natural, and 
the phiiofophy of Marcus is more, fimple and 
confident.. Yet Julian fuftained adverfity with 
firmnefs, and prolperity with moderation. .After 
an interval of one hundred and twenty years froni 
the death of Alexander Severus, the Eomans 
beheld an emperor who made no dittinClion be- 
tween his duties and his pleafures j who laboured 
to relieve the diflrefs and to revive the fpirit 
of his fubjeCts j and who endeavoured always to 
connect authority With merit, and.happiiiefs wdth 
virtue. Even faClion, and religious faCtion, was 
conftrained to acknowledge the juperiority of bis 
genius, in peace as well as in war, and to con- 
fefs, with a figh, that the apoftate* Julian was a 

lover 
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lover of his country, and that he deferved the 
empire of the world 

f's _ . _ _ DuiSlor fortlidimus armis ; 

Conditor et legum celebarrimuS'; ore maadque 
Confultor patri$ ; fed non confultor habendaj 
^Religionis,;. aipans. tercentdm millia DIviira. 

Perfidus ille Deo, fed non et perfidus orbi. 

■ Prudent. Apotheofis, 450, &;c. 

The coufcioufnefs' of a generou's fentiment fcems to hare &ifed the 
Chriftiati poet above his ufual mediocrity. 
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CHAP. XXIIL 

The Religion of Julian. — Univerfal Toleration^ 
— He attempts to rejlore and reform the Pagan 
Worfiip — to rebuild the Temple of Jerufalem. 
— His artful P erf ecution of the Chri/iians . — - 
Mutual Zeal and hfujlice. 

CHAP. ^HE chara6ler of Apoftate has injured the 
. j reputation of Julian ; and the enthufiafm 
Religion which clouded his virtues, has exaggerated the 
of Julian, fgal and apparent magnitude of his faults. Our 
partial ignorance may reprefent him as a philo- 
fophic monarch, who ftudied to prote61:, with an 
equal hand, the religious fa6lions of the empire; 
and to allay the theological fever which had in- 
flamed the minds of the people, from the edicts 
of Diocletian to the exile of Athanafius. A 

more accurate view of the chara(!rter and condudt 
of Julian will remove this favourable prepoflTef- 
fion for a prince who did not efcape the general 
contagion of the times. We enjoy the lingular 
advantage of comparing the pictures which have 
been delineated by his fondeft admirers, and his 
implacable enemies. The aftions of Julian are 
faithfully related by a judicious and candid hif- 
torian, the impartial fpeCtator of his life and 
death. The unanimous evidence of his contem«i 
poraries is confirmed by the public and private 
' declarations of the Emperor himfeif; and hi$ 

various 
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various writings exprefs the uniform tenor of his CHAP. 

religious fentiments, which policy would have , . 

prompted him to dillemble rather than to afl[e6t#f 

A devout and fincere attachment for the gods of 

Athens and Rome conflituted the ruling paffion • 

of Julian ^ ; the powers of an enlightened under- 

flanding were betrayed and corrupted by the 

influence of fuperllitious prejudice ; and the 

phantoms which exifted only in the mind of the 

Emperor, had a real and pernicious eifedf on 

the government of the empire. The vehement 

zeal of the Chriftians, who delpifed the worftiip, 

and overturned the altars, of thofe fabulous 

deities, engaged their votary in a date of irre- 

concileable hodility with a very numerous 

party of his fubjedls ; and he was fometimes 

tempted, by the defire of vidlory, or the lhame 

of a repulfe, to violate the laws of prudence, ; 

and even of juftice. The triumph of the party, 

which he deferted and oppofed, has fixed a ftain I 

of infamy on the name of Julian j and the un« ] 

fuccefsful apoftate has been overwhelmed with i 

a torrent of pious invectives, of which thefignal I 

was given by the fonorous trumpef^ of Gregory 

Nazianzen. 

’ I fhall tranfcribe forae of hiE own exprefiions from a fliort reli- I 

glous difcourfe which the Imperial Pontiff compofed to cenfure the I 

bold impiety of a Cynic ; Ax\’ arw « to? Gsa; Kcct. j 

PiXu, yMi erE?£D> xat K^ofMh km wcx.vff ciffXwj t» raavroi xcroia-xo’t otrjrej | 

oia TTjof BiyccOa? ^EcrwoTac, irgos SiSatraaiXaf, Trpo; * 

Kiihjj.oyct;. Orat. vii. p. aia. The variety and copioufnefs of J 

the Greek tongue feems inadequate to the fervour of Ms devotion. ; 

“ The orator, with forae eloquence, much enthufiafm, and more i 

vanity, addrefles his difcourfe to heayen and earth, to men and | 

angels, I 



64 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C H A P. Hazianzeii^. The interefting Dature of the 
XXIII. * events which were crowded into the fliort reign 
^ of this a<aive enrperor, deferve a juft and cir- 
cuinftantial narrative. His motives, his coiin- 
fels, and his actions, as far as they aie coiine6ted 
with the hiftory of religion, will be the fubjea 

of the prefent chapter. 

His eciu- The caufe of his ftrange and fatal apoftacy, 
cation and may be derived from the early period of his life, 
apoftacy. Orphan in the hands of the 

murderers of his family. The names of Chrift 
and of Conftantius, the ideas of flavery and of 
religion, were foon affociated in a youthful ima- 
gination, which was fufceptible of the moft lively 
impreffions. The care of his infancy was en- 
trailed to Eufebius, Bilhop of Nicomedia % who 
was related to him on the fide of his mother ;■ 
and till Julian reached the twentieth year of his 
age, he received from his Chriftian preceptors 

angels, to the living and the dead ; and' above all, to the great Con- 
ftantius (si 'fn Ma&ncn'i, an odd Pagan expreflion). He concludes with 
a bold alTurance, that he has ereaed a monument not lefs durable, 
and much more portable, than the columns of Hercules. See Greg. 
Nazianzen, Orat. iii. p. JO. iv. p. 134. 

•» See this long invedive, -which has been injudicioufly dmded into 
two orations in Gregory’s Works, ' tom. i. p. 49 — 134- Paris, 1630. 
It was publifiied by Gregory and his friend Bafil (iy p. I 330 > about fix 
months after the death of Julian, when his remains had been carried 
to Tarfus (iv. p. lao.) ; but vrhile Jovian was flill on the throne 
(ill. p. 54. iv. p. II7*)* I have derived much alTiftance from a French 
verfion and rerriarks, printed at Lyons 173 J. 

- Nicomedise ab Eufebio educatus Epifcopo, quern genere longius 
contingebat. (Ammian. xxii. 9.). ' Julian never exprefies any gratitude 
' towards that Arlan prelate ; ' but he celebrates his preceptor, the eu- 
nuch Mardonius, and defcribes his mode of education, which irifpired 
his pupil with a paffionate admiration for tlie genius, and perhaps the 
religion, of Monier. Mifopogon, 3j2i. 
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the education not of a hero, but of a faint. The c H A 
Emperor, lefs jealous of a heavenly, than of an , . 

earthly crown, contented himfelf with the im- 
perfect chara61:er of a catechumen, while he 
bellowed the advantages of baptifm'* on the 
nephews of Conftantine®. They were even ad- 
mitted to the inferior offices of the eccleliallical 
order ; and Julian publicly read the Holy Scrip- 
tures in the church of ISficomedia. The lludy 
of religion, which they affiduoully cultivated, 
appeared to produce the faireft fruits of faith and 
devotion ^ They prayed, they failed, they dif- 
tributed alms to the poor, gifts to the clergy, 
and oblations to the tombs of the martyrs j and 
the fplendid monument of St. Manias, at Cse- 
farea, was ere6led, or at leall was undertaken, 
by the joint labour of Gallus and Julian ^ They 
refpedlfully converted with the bilhops who were 
eminent for fuperior fandlity, and folicited the 
benediction of the monks and hermits, who had 
introduced into Cappadocia the voluntary liand- 


5 Greg. Naz. ili. p. 70. He laboured to efface that holy matk in 
the blood, perhaps of a Taurobolium. Baron. Annal. Ecclef. A.D. 
361. No. 3, 4, 

^ Julian himfelf (Epift. li. p. 454.) aflures the Alexandrians that 
he had been a Chriftian (he muff mean a fineere one) till the twentieth 
year of his age. 

’ See his Chriftian, and even ecclefiaftlcal education, in Gregory 
(iii. p. 58.), Socrates ( 1 . iii. c. i.), and Sozomen ( 1 . v. c. 3.). He 
efcaped very narrowly from being a faHhop, and perhaps a faint. 

® The fliare of the work which had been allotted to Gallus, was 
profecuted with vigour and fuccefs ; but the earth obftinately rejetfted 
arid fubverted the ftnidures which were impofed by the facrileglous 
hand of Julian. Greg. iii. p. 59, 60, 61. Such a partial earthquake, 
attefted by many living fpeiftators, would form one of the cleareft 
miracles in ecclefialiical ftoiy. 
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CHAP, fliipsof the afeeticlifeL As the two princes 
. ^ advanced towards the years of manhood, they 

difcovered, in their religious fentiments, the dif- 
ference of their charadlers. The dull and oh- 
ftinate underftanding of Gallus embraced with 
implicit zeal the do6i:rines of Chriftianity ; which 
never influenced his conduct, or moderated his 
paflions. The mild difpofition of the younger 
brother was lefs repugnant to the precepts of the 
Gofpel ; and bis acbive curiolity might have been 
gratified by a theological fyflem, which explains 
the myflerious effence of the Deity; and opens 
the boundlefs profpedt of invifible and future 
worlds. But the independent fpirit of Julian 
refufed to yield the paffive and unrefifting obe- 
dience which was required, in the name of reli- 
gion, by the haughty minillers of the church. 
Their fpeculative opinions were impofed as 
pofitive laws, and guarded by the terrors of 
eternal punifliments; but while they prefcribed 
the rigid formulary of the thoughts, the words, 
and the adlions of the young prince ; whilll they 
filencedhis objections, and feverely checked the 
freedom of his enquiries, theyfecretly provoked 
his impatient genius to difclaim the authority of 
his ecclefiaftical guides. He was educated in 
the LeflTer Afia, amidfl: the fcandals of the Ariaii 


5 Tte philofopher (Fragment, p. a88.) ridicules the iron chains, Ac. 
of thefe folitary fanatics (fee Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. ix. 
p.66r,, 66a.}, who had forgot that man is by nature a gentle and 
focial animal, (fuo-Et woAmxa aui The Pagan fup- 

pofes, that becaufe they had renounced the gods, they were poflefled 
and tormented by evil dseraons. 


contro- 
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coiitroverfy The fierce contefls of the Eaftern CHAP 
hifliops, the inceflant alterations of their creeds, . , 

and the profane motives which appeared to ac- 
tuate their conduct, infetifibly ftrengtliened the 
prejudice of Julian, that they neither underflood 
nor believed the religion for which they fo fiercely 
contended, Inflead of liftening to the proofs of 
Chriflianity with that favourable attention which 
adds weight to the moft refpedlable evidence, 
he heard with fufpicion, and difputed with ob- 
ftinacy and acutenefs, the dodlrines for which 
he already entertained an invincible averfion. 
Whenever the young princes were diredled to 
compofe declamations on the fubjedl of the pre- 
vailing controverfies, Julian always declared hiin- 
felfthe advocate of Paganifm; under the fpecious 
excufe that, in the defence of the w^eaker caufe, 
his learning and ingen uit};- might be more advam 
tageoufly exercifed and difplayed. 

As foon as Gallus was in veiled with the ho- He em. 
Hours of the purple, Julian was permitted to mjthoiogr 
breathe the air of freedom, of literature, and of of pagaa- 
Paganifm". The crowd of fophifts, who Avere 
attradled by the talle and liberality of their royal 
pupil, had formed a flridl alliance between the 

See Julian apud Cyril. I. vi. p. ao6. 1 . viii. p. ajs, 262. 

« You profecute,” lays he, “thofe heretics who do not mourn the 
dead man precifely in the, way which you approve.” He Ihews 
himfelf a tolerable theologian ; but he maintains that the Ghrlftian 
Trinity is not derived from tlie dodlrine of Paul, of Jefus, or of 
Mofes^ 

■■ Libanlus, Orat. Parentalis, c.9, 10. p. 23 a,' &c. Greg. Nazian- 
zexi, Orat. ill p. 61. Eunap. Vit. Sophift. in Maximo, p. 6S, 69, 70. 

Edit. Commelai. 

F 2 learning 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


6S 

CHAP, learning and the religion of Greece 5 and the 
poemsof Homer, in Head of being admired as the 
original produ6{:ions of human genius, were fe- 
rioiilly afcribed to the heavenly infpiration of 
Apollo and the mufes. The deities of Olympus, 
as they are painted by the immortal bard, im- 
print theinfelves on the minds which are the leaft 
addicted to fuperllitious credulity. Our familiar 
knowledge of their names and characters, their 
forms and attributes, jeems to bellow on thofe 
airy beings a real and fiibllantial exiltence ; and 
the plealing enchantment produces an imperfe6l 
and momentary afient of the imagination to 
thofe fables, which are the moll repugnant to 
our reafon and experience. In the age of Julian, 
every circumflance contributed to prolong and 
fortify the illulion ; the magnificent temples of 
Greece and Alia ; the works of thofe artills who 
had exprelTed, in painting or in fculpture, the 
divine conceptions of the poet j the pomp of 
fellivals and facrilices ; the fuccefsful arts of 
divination 5 the popular traditions of oracles and 
prodigies ; and the ancient practice of two thoii- 
fand years. The weaknefs of polytheifm was, in 
fome meafure, exciifed by the moderation of its 
claims j and the devotion of the Pagans was not 
incorapatibiewith the moft licentious fcepticifm*^ 
Inllead of an indivHible and regular lyllem, 

“ A modern philofopher has ingenioufly compared the different 
operation of theifm and polytheifm, with regard to the doubt or con- 
vidion which they produce in the human mind. See Hume's Effa.ys, 
tol. ii. p. 444 — ^457, in 8vo edit. 1777. 
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wliicli oceupies the whole extent of the believing c HAP. 
mind, the mythology of the Greeks was com- xxiii. 
pofed of a thonfand loofe and flexible parts, and 
the fervant of the gods was at liberty to define 
the degree and meafiire of his religious faith. 

The creed which Julian adopted for his own ufe 
was of the largefl dimenfions ; and, by a flrange 
contradidlion, he difdained the lalutaiy yoke of 
the Gofpel, whilft he made a voluntary offer- 
ing of his reafon on the altars of Jupiter and 
Apollo. One of the orations of Julian is con- 
fecrated to the honour of Cybele, the mother ot 
the gods, who required from her effeminate 
priefls the bloody fficrifice, fo raflily performed 
by the madnefs of the Phrygian boy. The pious 
Emperor condefcends to relate, without a blufli, 
and without a fmile, the voyage of the goddefs 
from the fliores of Pergamus to the mouth of 
the Tyber; and the flupendous miracle, which 
convinced the fenate and people of Rome that 
the lump of clay, which their ambaffadors had: 
tranfported over the feas, was endowed with life, 
and fentiment, and divine power 'b For the 
truth of this prodigy, he appeals to the public 
monuments of the city; and cenfures, with fome 
acrimony, the fickly and. affedled tafle of thofe 

The Idffian mother landed in Italy about: the end of the fe- 
cond Punic war. The miracle of Claudia, either virgin or matron, 
who cleared her fame by difgracing the graver modefty of the Roman 
ladies, is attefted by a cloud of witneffes. Their evidence is col- 
leded by Drakenborch (ad Silium Italicum, xvii. 33,); but we may 
obferve that Livy (xxix. 14.) Hides over the traniaiftion with dlfcreet 
ambiguity. 

^ 3 
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CHAP, men, who impertinently derided the facred tra- 
<^itioiis of their anceftors 

The ke- But the devout philofopher, who fmcerely em- 
gories. braced, and warmly encouraged, the fuperftitioii 
of the people, referved for hinifelf the privilege 
of a liberal interpretation ; and fileiitly withdrew 
from the foot of the altars into the fan^tuary of 
the temple. The extravagance of the Grecian 
mythology proclaimed with a clear and audible 
voice, that the pious enquirer, inftead of being 
fcandai.>2ed or fatistied with the literal fenfe, 
lliould diligently explore the occult wifdom, 
which had been difguifed, by the prudence of 
antiquity, under the malkof folly and of fable 
The philofophers of the Platonic fchool Plo- 
tinus, Porphyry, and the divine Iamblichns,were 
admired as the moft Ikilful maders of this alle- 
gorical fcience, which laboured to foften and 
harmonize the deformed features of paganifin. 
Julian himlelf, who was diredled in the niyite- 
rious purfuit by ^defius, the venerable fucceffor 

I cannot refrain from tranfcrlblng the emphatlcal words of Julian; 
t §£ SoxEt rat; koKtri rtrivstv ^aXAov ra roiavra, v rovrotat rot; xop4'0*5s 
w TO vyti;h ah sv (SXettej. Orat. v. p. i6i. Julian 

likewife declares his firm belief in the ancilia, the holy fliields, which 
dropt from heaven on the Quirinal hill ; and pities the ftrange blind- 
nefs of the Chriftians, who preferred the crofs to thefe ceieftial trophies. 
Apud Cyril. 1 . vi. p. 194. 

See the principles of allegory, in Julian (Orat. vii. p. ai6. Z2%.). 
His reafoning is lefs abfurd than that of fome modern theologians, 
who allert that an extravagant or contraditSlory dodlrine be 
divine ; fince no man alive could have thought of inventing it. 

‘ Eunapius has made thefe fophifts the fubjedl of a partial and 
fanatical hlftory; and the learned Brucker (Hift. Philofoph. tom. ii. 
p. aiy— 30;;.) has employed much labour to illuftrate their obfcure 
lives, and incomprehenfible dodlrines. 

^4 
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of lamblichus, afpired to the polTeffioii of a c H A P. 
treafiire which he efteemed, if we may credit . , 

his folemn affeverations, far above the empire of 
the world It was indeed a treafure, which 
derived its value only from opinion ; and every 
artift , who flattered himfelf that he had extracted 
the precious ore from the furrounding drofs, 
claimed an equal right of flamping the name 
and figure the mofl agreeable to bis peculiar 
fancy. The fable of Atys and Cybele had been 
already explained by Porphyry ; but his labours 
ferved only to animate the pious induflry of 
Julian, who invented and publiflied his own 
allegory of that ancient and myflic tale. This 
freedom of interpretation, which might gratify 
the pride of the Platonifls, expofed the vanity of 
their art. Without a tedious detail, the modern 
reader could not form a juft idea of the ftrange 
allufions, the forced etymologies, the folemn 
trifling, and the impenetrable obfcurity of tliefe 
fages, who profeffed to reveal the fyftem of the 
univerfe. As the traditions of Pagan mythology 
were varioufly related, the facred interpreters 
were at liberty to fele6l the moft convenient cir- 
cumftaricesj and as they tranflated an arbitrary 
cypher, they could extradl from a7iy fohAe any 
fenfe which was adapted to their favourite fyftem 
of religion and philofophy. The lafcivioiis form 
of a naked Venus ’was tortured into the difcovery 

Julian, Orat. vii. p. aaa. He fwears with the moft fervent and 
enthufiaftic devotion ; and trembles, left he Ihbuld betray too much 
of thefe holy myfteries, which the profane might deride with an im- 
pious Sardonic laugh. 

F 4 
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c H A P. of fome moral precept, or fome phyfical tmtli ; 

, ^ and the caftration of Atys explained the re¥olo- 
tion of the fun between the tropics, or th e repa- 
ration of the. human foul , from vice and error 
Theoiogi- Tile theological fyftem of Julian appears to 
have contained the fublime and important prin- 
ciples of natural religion. But as the faith, 
which is not founded on revelation, muft remain 
deflitute of any firm alTurance, the difciple of 
Plato imprudently relapfed into the habits of 
vulgar fuperftition ; and the popular and philo- 
fophic notion of the Deity feems to have been 
confounded in the pra61;ice, the writings, and 
even in the mind of Julian"^. The pious, ^linpe- 
, ror acknowledged and adored the Eternal Capfe 
of the imiverfe, to whom he afcribed all the 
perfe6lions of an infinite nature, invifible to the 
eyes, and inacceflible to the underflan ding, of 
feeble mortals. The Supreme God had created, 
or rather, in the Platonic language, had gene- 
rated, the gradual fucceffion of depen dent fpirits, 
of gods, of dremonsj of herpeSj and of men ; and. 
every being, which derived its exiflence imme- 
diately from the Firll; Caufe, received the inhe- 

See tlie fifth oration of Julian. But all the allegories which 
ever ifflied from the Platonic fchool are not w'orth the fiiort poem 
of Catullus on the fame extraordin^ fubjedl. The tranfition of 
Atys, from the wildeft enthufiafm to fober pathetic complaint, for 
his irretrievable lofs, muft infpire a man with pity, an eunuch with 
delpair. 

The true religion of JuUau may be deduced from the Ctefars, 
p. 308. with Spanheim’s , notes and illuftrations, from the fragments 
in Cyril, L li. p. 57, 58. and efpecially. from the. theological oration 
in Solem Regem, p. 130 — 158. addrefled,,in,the confidence of friend- 
feip, to the praefe<ft Salluft. 
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rent gift, of immortality. That fo precious an c H A P. 
advantage might not be laviflied upon unworthy 
objects, the Creator had entriifted to the fkill 
and power of the inferior gods tlie office of 
forming the human body, and of arranging the 
beautiful harmony of the animal,, the vegetable, 
and the mineral kingdoms. To the condudl of 
thefe divine minifters he delegated the temporal 
government of this lower world; but their ira- 
perfedl adminiffiration is not exempt from difcord 
or error. The earth, and its inhabitants, are 
divided among them, and the characters of Mars 
or Minerva, of Mercury or Venus, may be dif- 
tin<!illy traced in the laws and manners of their 
peculiar votaries. As long as our immortal fouls 
are confined in a mortal prifon, it is our interefl 
as well as our duty, to folicit the favour, and to 
deprecate, the wu'ath, of the powers of heaven ; 
wbofe pride is gratified by the devotion of man- 
kind ; and? wliofe grofier parts may be fuppofed 
to derive feme nourifhmeiit from the fumes of 
facrifice The inferior gods might foinetimes 
condefcend to animate the ftatues, and to inhabit 
the temples, which wyere dedicated to their ho- 
nour. They might occafionally vifit the earth, 
but the heavens were the proper throne and fym- 
bol of their glory. The invariable order of the 

“ Julian.; adapts, this; grofs. copceptipn, by afcribing it to bis 
fayourite Marcus Antoninus ' (Cscfares, ; p, 333.). The Stoics and 
Platpnifts hefitated: between the analogy, of bodies and , the purity 
of fpirits ; yet the grayeft;; philpfpphers inclined to the whimfical 
fancy of Arilloptanes and , I.ucian, that, an unbelieving age. might 
ftarve..tbe imwPftal gpds,; See Obfervat'ipns de Spanheim, p. 284. 

444j Ac- 
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CHAP, fun, moon, and flars, was liaftily admitted by 
^ xxiiL ^ Julian, as a proof of their eternal duration 5 and 
their eternity was a fuiBcient evidence that they 
were the workmanfliip, not of an inferior deity, 
but of the Omnipotent King. In the fyftem of 
the Platonifts, the vifible was a type of the 
iiivifible world. The .celeftial bodies, as they 
were informed by a divine fpirit, might be con- 
lidered as the objects the moll worthy of reli- 
gious worlhip. The Sun, whole genial influence 
pervades and fuHains the univerfe, juftly claimed 
the adoration of mankind, as the bright repre- 
fentative of the Logos, the lively, the rational, 
the beneficent image of the intellectual Father^h 
Fanati- In every age, the abfence of genuine infpira- 
tion is fupplied by the llrong illufions of enthu- 
pheL°' fiafm, and the mimic arts of impolture. If, in 
the time of Julian, thefe arts had been praCtifed 
only by the pagan priefts, for the fupport of an 
expiring caufe, fome indulgence might perhaps 
be allowed to the intereft and habits of the 
facerdotal character. But it may appear a fub- 
jeCt of furprife and fcandal, that the philofopher s 
themfelves Ihould have contributed to abufe the 
fuperllitious credulity of mankind®*, and that the 

Grecian 


, HAioi; Afyw, to ayaTiiM mi mi Evvav, km ayaSosg- 

yov Ty mm Trarjoj. Julian, eplft. xli. In another place (apud 
Cyril. l.ii. p. 69.), he calls the Sun, God, and the throne of God. 
Jiilian believed the Platonician Trinity ; and only blames the Chrif- 
tians for preferring a mortal, to an immortal, Lc>gos. 

” The fophifts of Eunapius perform as many miracles as the 
faints of the defert ; and the only circumftance in their favour is, 
that they are of a lefe gloomy complexion. Inftead of devils with 

horns 
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Grecian myfteries Ihould have be^n fupported c hap. 
by the magic or theurgy of the modern Plato- ■ 

nifls. They arrogantly pretended to control 
the order of nature, to explore the fecrets of 
futurity, to command the fervice of the inferior 
dmmons, to enjoy the view and converfation of 
the fuperior gods, and, by difengaging the foul 
from her material bands, to re-unite that immor- 
tal particle with the Infinite and Divine Spirit. 

The devout and fearlefs curiofity of Julian initiation 
tempted the philofophers with the hopes of an 
eafy conqueftj which, from the fituation of their Julian, 
young profelyte, might be produ(Stive of the moft 
important confequences Julian imbibed the 
fil'd rudiments of the Platonic dodtrines from 
the mouth of JEdefius, who had fixed at Perga- 
mus his wandering and perfeciited fchooL But 
as the declining ftrength of that venerable fage 
was unequal to the ardour, the diligence, the 
rapid conception of his pupil, two of his mod 
learned difciples, Chryfanthes and Eufebius, 
fupplied, at his own defire, the place of their 
aged mader. Thefe philofophers feem to have 
prepared and didributed their refpe6live parts ; 
and they artfully contrived, by dark hints, and 


horns and tails, lamblichus evoked the genii of love, Eros and An- 
teros, from two adjacent fountains. Two beautiful boys ilTued from 
the water, fondly embraced him as their father, and retired at his 
command, P. a6, ay. 

The dexterous management of thefe fophifts, who played 
their credulous pupil into each other’s hands, is fairly told by Etma- 
plus (p. 69 — y6.}i with unluipedUng fimplidty. Ihe Abbe de la 
Bleterie underftands, and neatly defcribes, the whole comedy (Vie de 
Julien, p.6s — '67.). 
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c H A p. affetiled difputes, to excite the impatient hopes 
, of the afprant, till they delivered him into the 

hands of their affociate, Maximus, the boldeif 
and moll fkilful mailer of the Theurgic fcience^ 
By his hands, Julian was fecretly initiated at 
Ephefus, in the twentieth year of his age. tiis 
reiidence at Athens confirmed this unnatural 
alliance of philofophy and fuperftition. He ob» 
tained the privilege of a folernn initiation into 
the mylleries of Eleiilisj which, amidll the ge- 
neral decay of the Grecian worfliip, fcill retained 
fome veftiges of their primaeval iandtity ; and 
fuch was the zeal of Julian, that he afterwards 
invited the Eleufian pontift’- to the court of 
Gaul, for the foie purpofe of confum mating, by 
inyltic rites and facrifices, the great work of his 
fandlification. As thefe ceremonies were per- 
formed in the depths of caverns, and in the filence 
of the night; and as the inviolable fecret of the 
mylleries was preferved by the difcretion of the 
initiated, I lliall not prefume to defcribe the 
horrid founds, anddiery apparitions, which w'ere 
prefented to.the fenfes, or the imagination, of 
the credulous afpirant '% till the vitlons of com- 
fort and knowledge broke upon him in a blaze of 
celellial light In the caverns of Ephefus and 
' Eleiihs, 

When Julian, in a momentary panic, marie the fign of the 
crofs, the dsemons infi,ant]y difappearej (Greg, Naz. Orat. iii. p. 71.). 
Gregory fuppofes .that, they, were frightened,, but the priefl'j declared 
that they were indignant,. The according to tjie meafure of 

his faith, wili.deterrnine, this profound ,quein:ion. 

*' A dark and diftant view of the terrors and joys of initiation k 
iliewn by Dion, Chiyfoftom, Themiftiiis, Proclus, and Stobseus. The 

learned 
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EleuiiSj the mind of Julian was penetrated with ^ H A P. 
Iincere, deep, and uoalterabie enthuliafm ; though , 

-he might fometimes exhibit the viciffitudes of 
pious fraud and hypocrify, which may be ob- 
ferved, or at leaft fufpe(^ed, in the charadtefs 
of the mod confcientious fanatics. From that 
moment he confecrated his life to the fervice of 
the gods ; and while the occupations of war, of 
government, and of ftudy, feeined to claim the 
whole meafure of his time, a dated portion of 
the hours of the night was invariably referved 
for the exercife of private devotion. The tem- 
perance which adorned the fevere manners of the 
Ibldier and the philofopher, was connedled with 
fome dridt and frivolous rules of religious abdi- 
nence ; and it was in honour of Pan or Mercury, 
of Hecate or Ifis, that Julian, on particular 
days, denied himfelf the ufe of fome particular 
food, which might have been offenfive to his 
tutelar deities. By thefe voluntary fads, he 
prepared his fenfes and his imderdanding for the ' 
frequent and familiar vifits with which he was 
honoured by the celedial powers. Notwith- 
danding the moded dlence of Julian himfelf, we 
may learn from his faithful friend, the orator 
Libaniiis, that he lived in a perpetual intercoiiife 
with the gods and goddelfes ; that they delcended 
upon earth, to enjoy the converfation of their 
favourite hero ; that they gently interrupted his 
flumbers, by touching bis hand or bis hair; that 

learned author of the Divine Legation has exhibited their words (voL i. 
p. »39. a47j 348. a8o. edit. 1765,), which he dexteroufly or forcibly 
applies to his own. hypothecs. , 

they 
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CHAP, they warned him of every impending danger^ 
and conduced him, by their infallible wifdom, 
in every adlioii of his life ; aiid that he had ac- 
quired fach an intimate knowledge of his hea- 
venly guefts, as readily to diftinguilh the voice 
of Jupiter from that of Minerva, and the form 
of Apollo from the figure of Hercules Thefe 

lleeping or waking vifions, the ordinary efFedts 
of abftinence and fanaticifm, would almofl de- 
grade the Emperor to the level of an Egyptian 
monk. But the ufelefs lives of Antony or Pacho- 
inius were confumed in thefe vain occupations. 
Julian could break from the dream of fuperfli- 
tion to arm himfelf for battle ; and after van- 
quifliing in the field the enemies of Rome, he 
calmly retired into his tent, to didlate the wife 
and falutary laws of an empire, or to indulge his 
genius in the elegant purfuits of literature and 
philofophy. 

His reii- The important fecret of the apoftacy of Julian 
gious difli- entruded to the fidelity of the initiated., with 
whom he ^vas united by the facred ties offriend- 
fliip and religion "“L The pleafing rumour was 
cautioufly circulated among the adherents of the 
ancient worfliip; and his future greatnefs became 

Julian’s modefty confined him to obfcure and occafional hints ; 
but Libanius expatiates with pleafure on the fafts and vifions of the 
religious hero (Legat. ad Julian, p. 157. and Orat. Parental, c. ixxxiii. 
p. 309, 310.). 

■’ Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. x. p.ass, 234. Callus had fome 
reafon to fufpedl: the fecret apoftacy of his brother ; and in a letter, 
which may be received as genuine, he exhorts Julian to adhere to the 
religion of their / an argument, which, as it Ihould feem, 

was not yet peifedtly ripe. See Julian, ,Op. p. 454. and Hift de Jovien, 
tom. ii. p. 141. » 
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the object of the hopes, the prayers, and the c 
predictions of the Pagans, in every province of 
the empire. From the zeal and virtues of their 
royal profelyte, they fondly expeCted the cure of 
every evil, and the refloration of every bleffing ; 
and inftead of difapproving of the ardour of their 
pious wiflies, Julian ingenioufly confeffed, that 
he was ambitious to attain a fituation in which 
he might be ufeful to his country and to his 
religion. But this religion was viewed with an 
hoftile eye by the fucceflbr of Gonflantine, whofe 
capricious paffions alternately faved and threat- 
ened the life of Julian. The arts of magic and 
divination were tlriClly prohibited under a de- 
fpotic government, which condefcended to fear 
them ; and if the Pagans were reluClantly in- 
dulged in the exercife of their fuperflition, the 
rank of Julian would have excepted him from 
the general toleration. The apoftate foon be- 
came the prefumptive heir of the monarchy, and 
his death could alone have appealed the juft ap- 
prehenlions of the Chriftians But the young 
prince, who afpired to the glory of a hero, rather 
than of a martyr, confulted his fafety by diffem- 
bling his religion ; and the eafy temper of poly- 
theifm permitted him to join in the public 
woriliip of a fefil which he inwardly defpifed. 
Libanius has confidered the hypocrify of his 
friend as a fubjeCl, not of cenfure, but.of praife. 

Gregory (jii. p. 50.), with inhuman zeal, cenfures Conftantius for 
fparing the Infant apoitate (kxku>? crwQEVTa). His French tranflator 
(p. 265.) cautioufly obferves, that fuch exprellions muft not be prifes k 
la lettre. 
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So 

c H A P. “ As the ftatues of the gods,’’ fays that orator, 
xxiii. 6« which have been defiled with filth, are again 
“ placed in a magnificent temple ; fo the beauty 
“ of truth was feated in the mind of Julian, 
after it had been purified from the errors and 
follies of his education. His fentiments were 
“ changed, but as it would have been dangerous 
to have avowed his fentiments, his condudl 
“ Hill continued the fame. Very different 
from the afs in -^fop, who difguifed himfelf 
with a lion’s hide, our lion was obliged to 
conceal himfelf under the fldn of an afs ; and 
“ while he embraced the didlates of reafon, to 
“ obey the laws of prudence and neceffity 
The difiimulation of Julian Lifted above ten 
years, from his fecret initiation at Ephelus to 
the-beginning of the civil war j when he declared 
himfelf at once the implacable enemy of Chrift 
and of Conftantius. This ftate of conftraint 
might contribute to ftrengthen his devotion ; and 
as foon as he had fiitisfied the obligation of afiift- 
ing, on folemn feftivals, at the affemblies of the 
Chriftians, Julian returned, with the impatience 
of a lover, to burn his free and voluntary incenfe 
on the domeftic chapels of Jupiter and Mercury, 
But as every ad of difiimulation muft be painful 
to an ingenuous fpirit, the profeftion of Ghrifti- 
anity encreafed the averfion of Julian for a 
religion which opprefied the freedom of his 
mind, and compelled him to hold a condud 
repugnant to the nobleft attiibutes of human 
nature, fincerity and courage. 

Xibanius, Orat. Parental. c.ix. p.^33. 
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The inclination of Julian might prefer the gods c H A R 
of riomer, and of the Scipios, to the new faith, , , 

which his uncle had eftabliflied in the Roman em- i-ie wites 
pire; and in which he himfelf had been fan6lified 
by the facrament of baptifm. But, as a philofo- ky. 
pher, it was incumbent on him to juftify his dif- • 
feiit from Chriftianity, which was fupported by 
the number of its converts, by the chain of pro- 
phecy, the fplendor of miracles, and the weight 
of evidence. The elaborate work which he 
eompofed araidfl the preparations of the Perhan 
war, contained the fubilance of thofe arguments 
which he had long revolved in his mind. Some 
fragments have been tranfcribed and preferved 
by his adverfary, the vehement Cyril of Alexan- 
dria j and they exhibit a very lingular mixture 
of wit and learning, of fophiflry and fanaticifin. 

The elegance of the flyle, and the rank of the 
author, recommended his writings to the public 
attention ; and in the impious lift of the ene- 


■’“ Fabriclus (Bibliotli. GrsEC. 1 . v. c. vili. p. 88 — -90. and Lard- 
nei* (Heathen Teftimonies, vol.iv. p. 44 — 47-) have accurately com- 
piled all that can now be difcovered of Julian’s work againft the 
Chriliians. 

About feventy years after tlie death of Julian, he executed a talk 
•which had been feebly attempted by Philip of Side, a prolix and con- 
temptible writer. Even the work of Cyril has not entirely fatisfied 
the moft favourable judges : and the Abbe de la Bleterie (Preface a 
I’Hlft. de Jovien, p. 30. 3*.) wiflies that fome tbeologien philojophe 
(a ftrange centaur) would undertake the refutation of Julian. 

' Libanius (Orat. Parental. c.lxxxvii. p.313.) who has been, fufr 
pedled of afiifting his friend, prefers this divine vindication (Orat. ix« 
in ndcera Julian, p. ^55. edit. Morel.) to the -writings of Porphyry. 
His judgment may be an-aigned (Socrates, 1 . hi. c. 53.), but Libanius 
onnot be accufed. of flattery to a deiad prince 


VOL, IV* 


mies 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


B2 

^ H aTP. mies of Chriftianity, the celebrated name of For- 
, , phy^^ effaced by tliefuperior merit or repu- 

tation of Julian. The minds of the fiiithful were 
either feduced, or fcandalized, or alarmed j and 
the pagansjwho fometimes prefumedto engage in 
the unequal difpute,* derived from the popular 
work of theiiTmperial miffionary, an inexhaultible 
fupply of fallacious objedfions. But in the affi- 
duous profecution of thefe theological ftudies, 
the Emperor of the Homans imbibed the illiberal 
prejudices and paffions of a polemic divine. He 
contradted an irrevocable obligation to maintain 
and propagate his religious opinions j and whilfl 
he fecretly applauded the llrength and dexterity 
with which he wielded the weapons of contro- 
verfy, he was tempted to diftruft the fincerity, or 
•to delpife the underftandings of his antagonifts, 
who could obllinately relift the force of reafoii 
and eloquence. 

Univerfai The Ciiriftians, who beheld with horror and 
toleration, indignation the apoftacy of Julian, had much 
more to fear from his power than from his 
arguments. The pagans, who were confcious of 
his fervent zeal, expedted, perhaps with, impa- 
tience, that the flames of perfecution lliould be 
immediately kindled againft the enemies of the 
gods ; and that the ingenious malice of Julian 
would invent fome cruel refinements of death 
and torture, which had been unknown to the 
rude and inexperienced fury of his predeceffiors. 
But the hopes, as well as the fears, of the reli- 
gious fadlions were apparently difappoihted, by 

the 
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tlie prudent humanity of a prince*^, who was CHA P. 
careful of his own fame, of the public peace, and . , 

of the rights of mankind. Inftrudled by hiftoiy 
and rehedlion, Julian was perfuaded, that if the 
(iifeafes of the body may fometimes be cured by 
falutary violence, neither Heel nor fire can era- 
dicate the erroneous opinions of the mind. The 
reludlant vidlim may be dragged to the foot of 
the altar •, but the heart flill abhors anddifclaims 
the facrilegious a6l of the hand, Religious obfti- 
nacy is hardened and exafperated by opprefiion; 
and, as foon as the perfecution fubfides, thofe 
who have yielded, are reflored as penitents, and 
thofe who have refilled are honoured as faints and 
martyrs. If Julian adopted the imfuccefsfiil 
cruelty of Diocletian and his colleagues, he was 
fenfible that he fliould Rain his memory with the 
name of tyrant, and add new glories to the Ca- 
tholic church, which had derived llrength and 
increafe from the feverity of the pagan magif- 
trates. Adluated by thefe motives, and appre- 
henfive of dillurbing the repofe of an unfettled 
reign, Julian furprifed the world by an edidl, 
which was not unworthy of a ftatefmaii or a phi- 
lofopher. He extended to all the inhabitants of 
the Roman world, the benefits of a free and equal 
toleration j and the only hardftiip which he in- 

Llbanius (Orat. Parent, c. Iviii. p.aSj, 484.) has eloquently ex- 
plained the tolerating principles and condu(£l of his Imperial friend. 

In a very remarkable epiftle to the people of Doftra, Julian him- 
felf (epift. lii.) profefles his moderation, and betrays liis zeal, which 
is acknowledged by Amraianus, and expofed by Gregory (Orat iii. 
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on the ChFillia,ns, was to deprive them of 
the powei' of tormenting their feilow-fubje^s, 
whom they fligmatifed with the odious titles of 
idolaters and heretics. The pagans received a 
gracious permiffion, or rather an esprefs order, 
to open ALL their temples ; and they were at 
once delivered from the oppreffive laws, and ar- 
bitrary vexations, which they had iuftained under 
the reign of Conftantine and of his fons. At the 
lame time, the bifliops and clergy, who had been 
ban idled by the Arian monarch , were recalle d fro m 
exile, and reftored to their relpedlive churches j 
the Donatills, the Novatians, the Macedonians, 
the Eunomlans, and thole who, with a more prof* 
perous fortune, adhered to the dodrine of the. 
council of Nice. Julian, who underllood and 
derided tlieii' theological difputes, invited to the 
palace the leaders of the holtile feiSts, that he 
might enjoy the agreeable Ijieclacle of their fu- 
rious encounters. The clamour of controverly 
fometiines provoked the Emperor to exclaim, 
“ Hear me ! the I’ranks have heard me, and the 
“ Alemanniy” but he foon difcovered that he 
was now engaged with more obftinate and impla- 
cable enemies; and though he exerted the powers 
of oratory to perfuade them to live in concord, 
or at leall in peace, he was perfeiStly fatisfied. 

In Qreece the tgmples of Minei-va were opened by his. exprel's 
cclinmandj before the death of Conftantms (Liban. Orat. Parent, 
c. 55. p. 280.) and Julian declares hinafelf a Pagan, in his public 
inamfeflo to the Athenians. This unqueftionable evidence may cor- 
rect the hafty aflertion of Ammianus, who feems to fuppofe Con- 
ftantinople to be the place where he difcovered his attachment to the 
gods. 


before 
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before he difmiffed them from his prefencej c hap. 
that be had nothing to dread from the union of 
the Chriftiansv The impartial Ammianus has 
afcribed this affedted Glemency to the defire of 
fomenting the inteftine divifions of the church j 
and the iniidious defign of undermining thefoun* 
dationsofChriftianity, was infeparably connected 
with the zeal whicii Julian profeffed to teftore 
the ancient religion of the empire 
As foon as he afeended the throne, he affumedj Zeai and 
aecording to the cudom of his predeceffors, the 
character of fiipreme pontiff j not only as the thereftora. 
mofl honourable title of Imperial greatnefs, but 
as a facred and important office, the duties of 
which he was refolved to execute with pious di- 
ligence. As the bufinefs of the Hate prevented 
the Emperor from joining every day in the public 
devotion of his fubjeCls, he dedicated a domeftic 
chapel to his tutelar deity the Sun f his gardens 
were filled with flatues and altars of the gods; 
and each apartment of the palace difplayed the 
appearance of a magnificent temple. Every 
morning hefaluted theparent of light with afiicri- 
fice ; the blood of another viClim was flied at the 
moment when the Sun funk below the horizon ; 
and the Moon, the Stars, and the Genii of the 
night, received their rcfpeCtive and ieafbnable 

Ammianus, xxii. 5. Sozoraen, I. v. c. 5. Beftia morituf, tmn- 
quillitas redit .... omnes epifcopi qui de propriis fedibus fuerant 
exterminati pei* indulgeritiam novi priiicipis ad ecclefias redeunt. 

Jei'om. adverfus Luciferianbs, tom. ii. p. 14 3. Optattis accufes tlie 
Donatifts for owing their fafety to an apoftate (l.ii. c. 16. p. 36, 3f. 
edit. Dupin.). 
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honours from the indefatigable devotion of J 
liaii. On folemn feftivals, he regularly vifited 
the temple of the god or goddefs to whom the 
day was peculiarly conlecrated, and endeavoured 
to excite the religion of the magillrates and people 
by the example of his own zeal. Inllead of main- 
taining the lofty ftate of a monarch, diftinguiflied 
by the fplendor of his purple, and encompaffed 
by the golden Ihields of his guards, Julian folL 
cited, with rel])e6lful eagernefs, the meaneft of- 
fices which contributed to the worfliipof thegods* 
Araidft the facred but licentious crowd of priefts, 
of inferior minifters, and of female dancers, who 
were dedicated to the fervice of the temple, it 
was the bufinefs of the Emperor to bring the 
wood, to blow the fire, to handle the knife, to 
flaughter the vidlim, and, thrufting his bloody 
hands into the bowels of the expiring afiimal, to 
draw forth the heart or liver, and to read, with 
the confuramate Ikiil of an harufpex, the imagi- 
nary figns of future events. The wifefl of the pa- 
ganscenfured this extravagantfuperftition, which 
affedled to defpife the reftraints of prudence and 
decency. Under the reign of a prince, who prac- 
tifed the rigid maxims of oeconomy, the expence 
of religious worfliip confumed a very large por- 
tion of the revenue j a cdnflant fupply of 'the 
fcarceft and moft beautiful birds was tranfported 
from diftant climates, to bleed on the altars of^ 
the godsj an hundred oxen were frequently fa- 
crificed by Julian on one and the fame day ; and 
itfoon became a popular j eft, that if he ihoidd 

return 
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return with conqiieft from the Perfian war, the c H A P. 
breed of horned cattle mull infallibly be extin- , 

guiflied. Yet this expence may appear inconlider- 
able, when it is compared with the fplendid pre- 
feiits which were offered, either by the hand, or 
by order of the Emperor, to all the celebrated 
places of devotion in the Roman world ; and with 
the fums allotted to repair and decorate the 
ancient temples, which had fuffered the lilent 
decay of time, or the recent injuries of Chriftian 
rapine. Encoiiragedbytheexample, the exhort- 
ations, the liberality, of their pious fovereign , the 
cities and families refumed the practice of their 
negledled ceremonies. “ Every part of the 
“ world,” exclaims Libanius, with devout tranf- 
port, “ difplayed the triumph of religion ; and 
“ the grateful profpedt of flaming altars, bleed- 
“ ing vi6lims, the fmoke of incenfe, and a folemn 
“ train of priefls and prophets, without fear and 
“ without danger. The found of prayer and 

of mufic was heard on the tops of the higheft 
“ mountains; and the fun e ox afforded a facri- 
“ flee for the gods, and a fupper for their joyous 
“ votaries 

But the genius and power of Julian were un- Reforma- 
equal to the enterprife of reftoring a religion, 

The reftoratlon of the Pagan worfhlp is deferihed by Julian 
(Mifopogon, p. 346.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 60. p. a86, 387. 
and Orat. Confular. ad Julian, p. 345, 346. edit. Morel.), Am- 
mianus (xxii. 13.), and Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 131.). 

Thefe writers agree In the eflential, and even minute, fadls ; but the 
different lights in which they view the extreme devotion of Julian, 
are expreffive of the gradations of felf-applaufe, paflionate admiration, 
mild reproof, and partial inveiSlive. 
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c H A P. wilicli was deftitute of theological principles, of 
moral precepts, and of ecclefiauical difcipline ; 
which rapidly haftened to decay and diffolotion, 
and was not fufceptible of any folid or eoniifteiifc 
reformation. The jurifdiQ;ion of the fupreme 
pontiff, more elpecially after that office had been 
united with the Imperial dignity, comprehended 
the whole extent of the Roman empire. Julian 
named for his vicars, in the feveral provinces, 
the priefts and philofophers, whom he efleemed 
the bell qualified to co-operate in the execution 
of his great defign ; and his paftoral letters 
if we may life that name, ftill reprefent a very 
curious fketch of his wiflies and intentions. He 
directs, that in every city the facerdotal order 
fhould be compofed, without any dillindtion of 
birth or fortune, of thofe perfons who were the 
moft confpicuoiis for their love of the gods, and 
of men. “ If they are guilty,’^ continues he, 
of any fcandaloLis offence, they fhould be cen- 
“ fured or degraded by the. fuperior pontiff’ ; 

but as long as they retain their rank, they 
“ are entitled to file refped of the magiftrates 
“ and people. Their humility may be fhewn in 
** the plainnefs of their domeftic garb ; their 
dignity in the pomp of holy veftments. When 
« they are fummoned in their turn to officiate 
“ before the altar, they ought not, during the 

See Julian. Epiftol. xlix. Ixii. Ixui, and a long and curious frag- 
ment, witliout beginning or eiid (p. a88 — 305.). The fupreme pon- 
tiff derides the Mofaic hiftory and the Chriftl'an difcipline, prefers the 
Greek poets to the Hebrevs- prophets, ahd palliates with the fldll of a 
Jefuit, the relative worihip of images. 
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appointed number of days, to depart from the c H A. K 
“ precincts of the temple ; nor fhould a fingle , 

“ day be fuffered to elapfe, without the prayers 
“ and the ficrifice, which they are obliged to 
“ offer for the profperity of the ftate, and of in- 
“ dividuals. The exercife of their facred func- 
“ tions requires an immaculate purity both of 
“ mind and body j and even when they are dif- 

mitfed from the temple to the occupations of 
“ common life, it is incumbent on them to 
“ excel in decency and virtue the reft of their 
“ fellow-citizens. The pried: of the gods lliould 
“ never he feen in theatres or taverns. His 
“ converfation Ihould be chafte, his diet tein- 
“ perate, his friends of honourable reputation ; 

“ and if he fometinies vifits the Forum or the 
" Palace, he Ihould appear only as the advdcate 
“ of thofe who have vainly folicited either jidlice 
“ or mercy. His fludies Ihould be fuited to the 
“ fanfitity of his profedSon. Licentious tales, 

“ or comedies, or fatires, muft be banilhed 
«e frofn his library , which ought folely to confifl 
“ of hiflorical and philofophical writings ; of 
“ hiftory which is fojuided in truth, and of phi- 
“ lofophy which is conne6ted with religion. 

“ The impious opinions of the Epicureans and 

Sceptics deferve his abhorrence and coii- 
“ tempt*’-' j but he Ihould diligently lludy the 

The exultation of Julian (p. 301.)* that thefe impiotis fedls, and 
even theii- writings, ai-e extinguilhed, may be conliftent enough with 
the facerdotal character : but it is unworthy of a philofopher to wilh 
that any opinions and arguments the moll repugnant to his own, fhotild 
be concealed from the knowledge of mankind. 
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fyflems of Pythagoras, of Plato, and of the 
“ Stoics, which unanimoufly teach that there 
“ gods ; that the world is governed by their 
” providence ; that their goodnefs is the foiirce 

of every temporal bleffing 5 and that they have 
« prepared for the human foul a future date of 
“ reward or punifliment.” The Imperial pontiff 
inculcates, in the moft perfualive language, the 
duties of benevolence and hofpitality ; exhorts 
his inferior clergy to recommend the iiniverfal 
practice of thofe virtues 5 promifes to affitl their 
indigence from the public treafury ; and declares 
his refolution of eftablilhing hofpitals in every 
city, where the poor flrould be received without 
any invidious dillinfition of country or of reli- 
gion. Julian beheld with envy the wife and 
humane regulations of the church 5 and he very 
frankly confefles his intention to deprive the 
Chriftians of the applaiife, as well as advantage, 
which they had acquired by the exclufive pradtice 
of charity and beneficence The fame fpirit 
of imitation might dilpofe the Emperor to adopt 
feveral eccleliaftical inftitutions, the ufe and im- 
portance of which were approved by the fuccefs 
of his enemies. But if thefe imaginary plans of 
reformation had been realized, the forced and 
imperfedl copy would have been lefs beneficial 

Yet lie infimiates, that the Chriftians, under the pretence of 
charity, inveigled children from their religion and parents, conveyed 
them on fliipboard, and devoted thofe vidlims to a life of poverty or 
fervitude in a remote country (p. 305.)» Had the charge been proved, 
it was his duty not to complain, -but to punilh, 

to 
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to Paganifm, tliaii honourable to Clirillianity'^'’. C H A p. 
The Gentiles, who peaceably followed the cuf- . , 
toms of their anceftors, were rather furprifed 
than pleafed with the introduction of foreign 
manners ; and, in the fliort period of' his reign, 

Julian had frequent occafions to complain of the 
want of fervour of his own party^h 

The enthuliafm of Julian prompted him to ThepWio* 
embrace the friends of Jupiter as his perfonal 
friends and brethren ; and though he partially 
overlooked the merit of Chrifliaii conftancy, he 
admired and re^varded the noble perfeverance of 
thofe Gentiles who had preferred the favour of 
the gods to that of the Emperor^®. If they cul- 
tivated the literature, as well as the religion, of 
the Greeks, they acquired an additional claim to ‘ 
the friendfliip of Julian, who ranked the Mufes 
in the number of his tutelar deities. In the re- 
ligion which he had adopted, piety and learning 
were almoll fynonimous'’'^; and a crowd of poets, 

Gregory Nazianzen is facetious, ingenious, and argumentative 
(Orat. iii. p. loi, loa, &c.)' He ridicules the folly of fuch vain imita- 
tion ; and amuies himfelf with inquiring, what lellbns, moral or theo- 
logical, could be extradled from the Grecian fables. 

^ He accufes one of his pontiffs of a fecret confederacy with the 
Chriftlan bifhops and prelbyters (Epift. Ixii.). Opa>» av 'aoT^Xftv 
eXiyuificiv aa-aiv vjjjt-iv wgoj Ti.’5 Osaj ; and again, ata paQu/xw;, &c. 

Epift. Ixiii. . 

He pralfes the fidelity of Callixene, prieftefs of- Ceres, who had 
been twice as conftant as Penelope, and rewards her with the prieft- 
hood of the Phrygian goddefs at Peffinus (Julian. Epift. xxl.). He 
applauds the firmiiefs of Sopater of Hierapolis, who had been repeat- 
edly preffed by Conftantius and Gallus to afojiatize (Epift. xxvit. 
p. 40I-). 

O ^svojAii^m a^i\(pc{. Xoysj te xoudtwtiupx. Orat. Parent. ,c. 77. 
p. 302. The fame fentimeat is frequently inculcated by Julian, 

Libanius, and the reft of their party. 
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q H 4 P. of I'Eetoricians, and of pliilofophersj haftened to 
xxiiL Imperial court, to occupy the vacant places 
of the bilhops, who had feduced the credulity 
of Conllantius. His fucceflbr efteemed the ties 
of common initiation as far more facred than 
thofe of conlanguinity : he chofe his favourites 
among the fages, who were deeply Ikilled in the 
occult fciences of magic and divination 5 and 
every impoftor, who pretended to reveal the 
fecrets of futurity, was affured of enjoying the 
prelent hour in honour and affluence Among 
the philofophers, Maximus obtained the moll 
eminent rank in the friendlhip of his royal dif- 
ciple, who communicated, with imreferved con- 
fidence, his adlions, his fentiments, and his re- 
ligious defigns, during the anxious fufpenle of 
the civil war"^ As foon as Julian had taken 
polfeffion of the palace of Condantinople, he dif- 
patched an honourable and prelling invitation to 
Maximus ; who then relided at Sardes in Lydia, 
with Chryfantbius, the alTociate of his art and 
Hudies. The prudent and fuperftitious Chry*. 
fanthius refufed to undertake a journey which 
fhewed itfelf, according to the rules of divina- 
tion, with the moll threatening and malignant 
afpe6l: but his companion, whofe fanaticifm 
was of a bolder caft, perlifted in his interroga- 
tions, till he had extorted from the gods a feem- 

^ The curiofity and credulity of the Emperor, who tried every 
mode of divination, are fairly expofed by Ammianus, xxii. 14. 

45 Julian, Epift. xxxviii. Three other epijftles (xv. xvi. xxxix.) 
in the fame ftyle of firiendlhip and confidence, areaddrefled to the 
philofopher Maximus. 

ing 
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ing confent to liis own wifhes, and thofe of the c h a p. 

Emperor. The journey of Maximus through xxili. j 

the cities of Afia dlfplayed the triumph of phi- 
lofophic vanity ; and the magiflrates vied with 
each other in the honourable reception which 
they prepared for the friend of their fovereign. i 

Julian was pronouncing an oration before the fiJj 

fenate, when he was informed of the arrival of 
Maximus. The Emperor immediately inter- M 

rupted his difcourfej advanced to meet hiiUj 
and, after a tender embrace, conduOted him by 
the hand into the midft of the affembly; where 
he publicly acknowledged the benefits which he 
had derived from the inftruOtions of the philo- 
fopher. Maximus who foon acquired the 
confidence, and influenced the councils, of Ju- 
lian, was infenfibly corrupted by the temptations 
of a court. His drefs became more Iplendid, 
bis demeanour more lofty, and he was expofed, 
under a fucceeding reign, to a difgracefiil in- 
quiry into the means by which the difciple of 
Plato had accumulated, in the fliort duration 
of his favour, a very fcandalous proportion of 
wealth. Of the other philofophers and fophifts, 
who were invited to the Imperial relidence by 
the choice of Julian, or by the fuccefs of Maxi- 
mus, few were able to preferve their innocence, 

Eunapius (in Maximo, p. 7?, 78,, 79, and in Chryfanthio, 
p. 147, 148.) has minutely related thefe anecdotes, which he con- 
ceives to be the moft important events of the age. Yet he fairly 
confefibs the frailty of Maximus. His reception at; Conftantinople is 
defcribed by Libanius (Qrat. Parent, c. 86. p. 301.) and Ammianus 
(xxii. 7.}. 

or 
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c H A P. or tbeir reputation The liberal gifts of 
money, lands, and lioufes, were infufficient to 
fatiate their rapacious avarice; and the indig- 
nation of the people was juftly excited by the 
remembrance of their abje6t poverty and difin- 
terefted profeffions. The penetration of J ulian 
could not always be deceived: biit he was un- 
willing to defpife the chara6lers of thofe men 
whofe talents deferved his efteem ; he defired 
to efcape the double reproach of imprudence 
and inconllancy; and he was apprehenfive of 
degrading, in the eyes of the profane, the honour 
of letters and of religion 

Conver- The favour of Julian was almofl equally 
fions. divided between the Pagans, who had firmly 
adhered to the worlhip of their ancellors, and 
the Chriftians, who prudently embraced the reli- 
gion of their fovereign. The acquifition of new 
profelytes^^ gratified the ruling paffions of Ins 

Chryfanthlus, who had refufed to quit Lydia, was created high- 
prieft of the province. His cautious and temperate ufe of power 
iecured him after the revolution ; and he lived in peace ; while Maxi- 
mus, Prifcus, &c. were perfecuted by the Chriftian minifters. See 
the adventures of tliofe fanatic fophifts, colledted by Brucker, tom. ii. 
p. 281—293. 

See Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. loi, 102. p. 324, 325, 326.) 
and Eunapius (Vit. Sophift. in Proserefio, p. 126.). Some ftudents, 
whofe expeflations perhaps were groundlefs, or extravagant, retired in 
dilgufl: (Greg. Naz. Orat.iv. p. 1 20.). It is ftrange tliat we fliould 
not be able to contradidl the title of one of Tillemont’s chapters 
(Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 960.). “ La Cour de Julien eft 

pleine de philofophes et de gens pei-dds.” 

Under the reign of Lewis XIV. his fubjedis of every I’ank af- 
pired to the glorious title of Convertijfeur, expreffive of their zeal and 
fuccefs in making profelytes. The word and the idea are growing 
obfolete in France ; may they never be introduced into England ! 

, J5 foul. 
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foul, fuperftition and vanity; and he was heard chap. 
to declare with the enthufiafm of a ntiiffionaiy, , , 

that if he could render each individual richer 
than Midas, and every city greater than Ba- 
bylon, he fliould not efteem himfelf the bene- 
fadlor of mankind, unlefs, at the fame time, he . 
could reclaim his fubjedls from their impious 
revolt againfl the immortal gods*°. A prince, 
who had dudied human nature, and who pof- 
feffed the treafures of the Roman empire, could 
adapt his arguments, his promifes, and his re- 
wards, to every order of Chriltians®'; and the 
merit of a feafonable converfion was allowed to 
fupply the defedls of a candidate, or even to 
expiate the guilt of a criminal. As the army is 
the moll forcible engine of abfplute power, Julian 
applied himfelf, with peculiar diligence, to cor- 
rupt the religion of bis troops, without whofe 
hearty concurrence every meafure mull be dan- 
gerous and unfuccefsful ; and the natural temper 
of foldiers made this conqueffc as eafy as it was 
important. The legions of Gaul devoted them- 
felves to the faith, as well as to the fortunes, of 
their vidlorious leader ; and even before the 
death of Conflantius, he had the fatisfadlion of 
announcing to his friends, that they affifled with 

5 ’ See the ftrong exprefllons of Libanius, which were probably 
thofe of Julian himielf (Orat. Parent, c. 59. p. 2S5.). 

When Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. x. p. 167-) is delirous to 
magnify the Chnftian firmnels of his brother Csefarius, phyficlan to 
■the Imperial court, he owns that Caefarius difputed with a formid- 
able adverfary, woXyy evo^Xoi;, kz) //-riyav m osi-wmi. In his 
invedtives he fcarcely allows any lhare of wit or courage to the 
apoftate. 


fervent 
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fervent devotionj and voracious appetite, at the 
iacrifices, whieli were repeatedly offered in his 
camp, of whole heeatombs of fat oxen The 
armies of the Eaft, which had been trained under 
the ftandai'd of the crofs, and of Conftantiiis, 
required a more artful and expenlive mode ot 
perfuafion. On the days of folemn and public 
ieftivals, the Emperor received the liomage, and 
rewarded the merit, of the troops. His throne 
of date Was encircled with tlie military enligns 
of Rome, and the republic ; the holy name of 
Ch rift was erazed from iheLahariim; and the 
fymbols of war, of majefty, and of pagan fiiper- 
ftition, were fo dexteroufly blended, that the 
faithful fubjedl incurred the guilt of idolatry, 
when he refpedfcfully fainted the perfon or image 
of his fovereign. The foldiers palled fucceftiVely 
in review; and each of them, before he received 
from the hand of Julian a liberal donative, pro- 
portioned to his rank and fervices, was recpiired 
to call a few grains of incenfe into the liarne 
which burnt upon the altar. Some Chriftian 
confeffors might refift, and others might repent ; 
but the far greater number, allured by the pro- 
fpedt of gold, and awed by the prefence of the 
Emperor, contradled the criminal engagement; 

Julian, Epift. xxxviii. Ammianus, xxii. Adco uc in 

dies p«ne fmgulos milites carnis diftentiore fagina vidiitantes iuciil- 
^ tius, potufque aviditate correpti, humeris impofiti tranfeuntiuia per 
plateas, ex publicis asdibus . ... ad fua diverforia portarejiuir. 
Tbe devout prince and the indignant hiftorian delbribe tlie fame 
fcene; and in Illyricum or Antioch, fimiiar caufes in uft have produced 
Hmilar effedls. 
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iattd tlieir future perfeverance in the worfliip of g 
the gods was enforced by every confideration of 
duty and of intereft* By the frequent repetition 
of thefe arts, and at the expence of fums which 
would have purchafed the fervice of half the 
nations of Scythia, Julian gradually acquired for 
his troops the imaginary prote^ion of the gods, 
and for himfelf the firm and eife^ual fupport of 
the Roman legions It is indeed more than 
probable, that the reftoration and encouragement 
of Paganifm revealed a multitude of pretended 
Chriflians, who, from motives of temporal advan- 
tage, had acquiefced in the religion of the former 
reign; and who afterwards returned, with the 
fame flexibility of confcience, to the faith which 
was profefled by the fuccefibrs of Julian. 

While the devout monarch inceflantlylaboured The 
to reflore and propagate the religion of his an- 
ceftors, he embraced the extraordinary defign of 
rebuilding the temple of Jerufalem. In a public 
epifile to the nation or community of the 
Jews, difperfed through the provinces, he pities 
their misfortunes, condemns their opprefibrs, 
praifes their conftancy, declares himfelf their 

Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 74, 75. 83 — 8d.) and Libanius, (Orat. 
Parent, c. Ixxxl, Ixxxii. p. 307, 308.) Trfgt -rauTw a>i. 

■srXaTon The fbphift owns and juftifies the 

expence of thefe military converfions. 

5 -^ Julian’s epiftle (xxv.) is addrefled to the community of the 
Jews. Aldus (Venet. 1499.) has branded it with an it yvna-m ; hut 
this ftigma .is juftly removed by the fublequent edi torsi Petavius 
and Spanheim, The epiftle is mentioned by Sozomen (l.v. c. aa.). 
and the purport of it is confirmed by Gregory (Orat. iv. p. i is.)» 
and by Julian himfeifj Fragments p. a95. 

VOL. IV. H gracious 
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CHAP, gracious protestor, and expreffes a pious hopes 
that, after his return from the Periian war, he 
may be permitted to pay his grateful vows to 
the Almighty in his holy city of Jerufalem. 
The blind fuperftition, and abje6t flavery, of 
thofe unfortunate exiles, muft excite the coii» 
tempt of a philofophic Emperor ; but they de- 
ferved the fnendHup of Julian, by their impla- 
cable hatred of the Chriftian name. The barren 
fynagogiie abhorred and envied the fecundity of 
the rebellious church : the power of the Jews 
was not equal to their malice ; but their gravell 
rabbis approved the private murder of an apof- 
tate 5 and their feditious clamours had often 
awakened the indolence of the Pagan magiftrates. 
Under the reign of Conftantine, the Jews be- 
came the fubje6ts of their revolted children, nor 
was it long before they experienced the bitternefs 
of domeilic tyranny. The civil immunities 
which had been granted, or confirmed, by Se- 
venis, were gradually repealed by the Cliridian 
princes ; and a raili tumult excited by the Jews 
of Palelline feemed to juflify the lucrative 
modes of oppreffion, which Were invented by the 

” The Mifnali denounced death againft thofe who abandoned the 
foundation. The judgment of zeal is explained by Marihani (Canon. 
Chron, p. 161, 163. edit, fob London, 1673.) and Bafnnge (I iiir. 
des Juifs, tom. vili. p. 120.). Conftantine made a law to protect 
Chriftian converts from Judahm. Cod. Theod. 1.x vl. tit, viii. letr. r. 
Godefroy, tom.vi. p. 3IJ. 

50 Et Jnterea (during the civil war of Magnentlus) JudjEorinn 
feditio, qui Patricium nefarie in regni fpcciem fuftulerunt, opprefla. 
Aurelius Vitftor, in Conftantio, c, slii. See Tillemont, Hift. ties £m- 
pereursj torn. iv. p. 379, in 410. 


bifliops 
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feifliops and eunuchs of the court of Conftantiiis. G H A P. 
The Jewifii patriarch, who was ftill permitted . , 

to exercife a precarious jurifdi^lion, held his refi- 
dence at Tiberias”; and the neighbouring cities 
of Paleftine were filled with the remains of a peo- 
ple, who fondly adhered to the promifed land. 

But the edicSt of Hadrian was renewed and en- 
forced ; and they viewed from afar the walls of 
the holy city, which were profaned in their eyes 
by the triumph of the crofs, and the devotion 
of the Chriftians 

In the midll of a rocky and barren country, Jerufalem, 
the walls of Jerufalem ” inclofed the two moun- 
tains of Sion and Acra, within an oval figure of 
Tubout three Englifli miles Towards the fouth, 

;tlie upper town, and the fortrefs of David, were 
ere6led on the lofty afcent of Mount Sion : on 
the north fide, the buildings of the lower town 
covered the fpacious fummit of Mount Acra ; 
and a part of the hill, diftinguiflied by the name 
of Moriah, and levelled by human induftry, 
was crowned with the llately temple of the Jewifii 


The and fynagogue of Tiberias are curioufly defcribed by 
Eeland. Paleftin. tom.ii. p. 1036 — 1042- 

Bafnage has fully illuftrated the ftate of the Jews under Con- 
‘Itantine and his fucceflbrs (tom. viii. c. iv. p. in — 153.). 

Reland (Pak'ftin. 1. i. p. 309, 390. 1, ill. p. 838.) defcribes, with 
learning and peri^Icuity, Jerufalem, and the face of the adjacent 
xountry. ; 

I have con'Ms'-ed a rare and curious treatlfe of M. D’Anville 
(fur i’ancienne Jerufi.lem, Paris, 17479 p. 75.). The circumference 
‘of the ancient city (Enfeb. Preparat. Evangel. 1. ix, 0. 36.) was 
twenty-feven ftadia, :or 7,550 toifes. A plan, taken, on the fpot, 
affigns no more than., 1980 for the modern town. The circuit is 
idefined by natural Janakinurks, which cKnnot be miftaken or le- 
.■rnovecL, . 

H 2 nation* 
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C H A F. nation. After the final deftru6tioii of the temple, 

. , by the arms of Titus and Hadrian, a pioiigh- 

Ihare was drawn over the confecrated ground, 
as a fign of perpetual interdi6tion. Sion was 
deferted; and the vacant fpace of the lower city 
•was filled with the public and private edifices 
of the ^lian colony, which fpread themfelves 
over the adjacent hill of Calvary. The holy 
places were polluted with monuments of idola- 
try; and, either from defign or accident, a chapel 
was dedicated to Venus, on the fpot which had 
•been fandlified by the death and refurredlion of 
Ghrifl: Almoft three hundred years after thofe 

ftupendous events, the profane chapel of Venus 
■was demoliftiedby the order of Coiillantine; and 
the removal of the earth and Hones revealed the 
holy fepulchre to the eyes of mankind. A magni- 
■ficent church was ere6ted on that myllic ground, 
by the firft Chriflian Emperor; and the effe61:s of 
his pious munificence were extended to every fpot 
which had been confecrated by the footfieps of 
• patriarchs, of prophets, and of the Son of God 
Pilgrim- The paflionate delire of contemplating the 
original monuments of the redemption, attrafted 
to Jerufalem a fuccefiive crowd of pilgrims, from 
the Ihores of the Atlantic ocean, and the moft 

See two curious paflages in Jerom (tom.i. p. loa, tom. vl. 
P-3ip)j and the ample details of Tillemont (Hifl. des Einpereursj 
tom. i. p. 569. tom.ii, p. 389. 494. 4to edition). 

Eufebius, in Vit. Con^ntin. 1. HI. c. 2.5— 47. — 53. The 

Emperor like-wife built churches at Bethlem, the Mount of Olives, 

’ and the oak of Mamfare. The holy fepulchre is defcribed by Sanclys 
(Travels, p. laj — and curioufly delineated by Le Bruya 
(Voyage au Levant, p. a88 — 296.}. 
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diftant countries of the Eaft®'' ; and their piety CHAP, 
was authorifed by the example of the Emprefs ; 

Helena, who appears to have united the credu- 
lity of age with the warm feelings of a recent 
coiiverfion. Sages and heroes, who have vilited 
the memorable fcenes of ancient wifdom or glory 
have confeifed the infpiration of the genius of 
the place ; and the Chriftian, who knelt before 
the holy fepiilchre, afcribed his lively faith, and 
his fervent devotion, to the more immediate in- 
fluence of the Divine Ipirit. The zeal, perhaps 
the avarice, of the clergy at Jerufalem, cheriflied 
and multiplied thefe beneficial vifits. They 
fixed, by unqueftionable tradition, the fcene of 
each memorable event. They exhibited the 
inftruments which had been ufed in the paflion 
of Chrift; the nails and the lance that had 
pierced his hands, his feet, and his fide; the 
crown of thorns that was planted on his head ; 
the pillar at which he was fcourged; and, above 
all, they fhewed the crofs on which he fuflered, 
and which was dug out of the earth in the reign 
of thofe princes, who inferted the fymbol of 
Chriftianity in the banners of the Roman le- 
gions Such miracles, as feemed neceffary to 

account 


The itinerary from Bourdeaux to Jerufalem, was compofed in 
the year 333, for the ufe of pilgrims; among whom Jerom (tom. i. 
p. I a6.) mentions the Britons and the Indians. The caufes of this 
fuperftitious fafliion are difcufied in the learned and judicious preface 
of WefleUng(Itinerar. p. 537 — 5450 * 

Cicero (de Flnibus, v. i.) has beautifully exprefled the common 
fenfe of mankind 

Baronius (Atmal. Ecclef. A. D. 3a6* N' 42— -50.) and Til- 
lemont (Mem. Ecclef® tom.'vii. p. 8— j6.) are the Hftoriahs and 
H3 cham- 
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c H A p. account for its extraordinary prefervatioii, and 

. feafonable difcoveiy, were gradually propagated 

witboiit oppofition. The ciillody of the true 
crofts which on Eafter Sunday was folemnly ex- 
pofed to the people, was entnifted to the Bilhop 
of Jerufalem; and he alone might gratify the 
curious devotion of the pilgrims, by the gift of 
final! pieces, w^hich they eiichafed in gold or 
gems, and carried away in triumph to their re- 
fjDedtive countries. But as this gainful branch of 
commerce muflfoon have been annihilated, itwas 
found convenient to fuppofe, that the inarvei- 
|ous Y/ood polTeffed a fecret power of vegetation ; 
and that its fubllance, though continiialiy dimi- 
iiiflied, tun remained entire and uoinipaired‘'% 
It might perhaps have been expected, that the 
influence of the place, and the belief of a per- 
petual miracle, fliduld have produced fome lalu- 
taiy effects on the morals, as well as on the 
faith of the people. Yet the mod refpeCfable 
of the ecclcflaflical writers have been obliged to 
confefs, not only that the flreets of Jeruialem 

champiniis of the nikaculous inventisn of die crofej tinder the reign 
of Conftanliiio. I’heir oldelt witnefles are Panlinus, Sulpicius Sc- 
verus, Rufinus, Ambi'ofe? and perhaps Cyrli of Jerufaleni. I'lie 
fileuce of Eufebius, and the Eourdeans piigrimj tvhidi fatiifies tlioie 
who think, perpjeses; thofs who believe. See. Jortiu’s feidibie re~ 
rnarks, vol. ii. p. ajS— 248. 

''pThis. multiplication is^ aiTerted by Panlinus (Epifl. :;xyvl{. S, c 
Dupb, Bibliot. Eccisf. tom. iii., p. S49.), wiio iecnir tn Ji~ve iui- 
proved a rhetorical fiourini of Cyril into a real fact. Thu fhnu,: Ih- 
peniatiuyd privilege luuft. hayc; been coinmunicated to the Vir'.i.s’s 
inil,k (Erafmi Opera, tom. i. p. 778. Lugd. Batav, lycj. iabni- 
.’oq. do Peregrinat. Rejigipnis ergo), faijus’ heads, kc. and otlu-r vu- 
llfs. which were repeated in id many c'iiTerent churclite. 
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were filled with the inceflanfc tumult of huiiiiefs chap. 
and pleafiire'^% but that every Ipecies of vice, 
adultery, theft, idolatry, poilbniug, murder, was 
familiar to the iuhabitants of the holy city 67. 

The wealth and pre-eminence of the church of 
Jeriifalem excited the ambition of Arlan, as well 
as orthodox, candidates; and the virtues of 
Cyril, who, fince his death, has been honoured 
with the title of Saint, were diijdayed in the 
exercife, I’ather than in the acquifition, of his 
epifcopal dignity 

The vain and ambitious mind of Julian might Julian at- 
afpire to reilore the ancient glory of the temple 
of Jeriifalem As the Chriftians were firmly temple, 
perfuaded that a fentence of everlailing deitruc- 
tioiihad beenpronoiincedagaiiifl; the whole fabric 
of the Mofaic law^', the Imperial fophift would 


Jerom (tom. i. p. 103.), wifjo refided in tlie neighbouring' ’itJ- 
lage of Bethlem, defcribes the vices of Jeivfalem from Ms per&nal 
experience. 

Gregor. Nyfleiij apud Weflelings p. 339. The whole epiffle, 
which condemns either the ufe or the abufe of I'eligious pilgtimage, 
is painful £0 the Catholic diviness whOe it is dear and familiar to our 
Proteftant polemics. 

lie renounced his orthodox ordinationj ofEciated as a deacon, 
;uid was re-ord, 'lined liy the hands of the Arians. But Cyril after- 
v.ards changed with the times, and prudently conformed to the 
Hiccne faitii. TiHeinont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. vin.}^ who treats his 
memory vlih teudernds and reipetft, has throtm his virtues into the 
text, and Ills faults into the notes, in decent obfeurity, at the end of 
the volume. 

*'■' Jniperii fui inemoriam magnitadine operum ^fiiens propa- 
gare. Amraiap. xxiii. i. The temple of Jerufalan had been 
famous even among the Gentiles. T^ej had many temples in each 
city (at Sichem five, at Gaza eight, at Rome four huadred and 
twenty-four) ; but the wealth and rdigton of the Jewifli nation 
centered in one - 

li^ve 


H 4. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, hava converted the fuceeft of his undertaking 
3 CXUL jj2to a Ipecious argument again ft the faith of 
prophecy, and the truth of revelation ^ . He 
was difpleafed with the fpirituai worlhip of the 
fynagogue 5 but he approved the inftitutions of 
Mofes, who had not difdained to adopt many of 
the rites and ceremonies of Egypt The local 
and national deity of the Jews was hncerely 
adored by a polytheift, who defired only to muL 
tiply the number of the gods’®; and fuch was 
the appetite of Julian for bloody facrihce, that 
his emulation might be excited by the piety of 
Solomon, who had offered, at the feaft of the 
Dedication, twenty-two thoufand oxen, and one 
hundred and twenty thoufand flieep’h Thefe 
conliderations might influence his defigns ; but 
the proipedt of an immediate and important ad^ 


Tie fecret antentions of Julian are revealed by the late Bifliop 
of GJoucefter, the learned and dogmatic Warburton 5 who, with the 
authority of a theologian, prefcribes the motives and conduit of the 
Siipreme Being. The difcourfe intitled Julian (^d edition, London, 
jyjii), is ftrongly marked v/ith all the peculiarities which are imputed 
to the Warburtonian fchool. 

I fhelter myfelf behind Mrilmonides, Marfham, Spencer, Le 
Clerc, Warburton, &c. who have fairly derided the fears, the folly, 
and the falfehood of forae fuperftitious divines. See Divine Legation, 
vol. iv. p. %Si 

Julian (Fragment, p. 495.) re%<afully ftyles him /*sy«5 Smj, 
and mentions him elfewhere (Epift* Ixiii.) with liill higher reverences 
He doubly condemns the Chriftians : for believing, and for renounc- 
ing the reUgion of the Jews. Their Deity was a true^ but not the 
onlj, God. Apud Cyrii. 1. lx. p. 305, 306. 

^ Einp, viii. 63. a Chronicles, vii. Jofeplu Antiqmtat. 

Judaic. I, viii. c. 4. p. 431. edit. Havercamp. As the blood and 
fmoke of fo many hecatombs might be inconvenient, Lightfoot, the 
Chriftian rabbi, removes them by a miracle. Le Clerc (ad loca) is 
bold enough to fulped the hdelity of the numbers. 
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vantage, would not fufFer the impatient monarch chap, 
to expe^ the remote and uncertain event of the , 

Perfiao war. He refolved to ere6t, without delay, 
on the commanding eminence of Moriah, a 
ftately temple, which might eclipfe the fplendor 
of the church of the EefLirre6lion, on the adja- 
cent hill of Calvary; to ellablilli an order of 
priefts, whofe interefted zeal would detedl the 
arts, and refill the ambition of their Chriftian 
rivals ; and to invite a numerous colony of J ews, 
whofe ftern fanaticifm would be always prepared 
to fecond, and even to anticipate, the hoftile 
meafures of the Pagan government. Among the 
friends of the Emperor (if the names of empe- 
ror and of friend are not incompatible) the firll 
place was afligned by Julian himfelf, to the vir- 
tuous and learned Alypius’'^, The humanity of 
Alypius was tempered by fevere jullice, and 
manly fortitude; and while he exercifed his 
abilities in the civil adminillration of Britain, he 
imitated, in his poetical compofitions, the har- 
mony and foftnefs of the odes of Sappho. This 
miniller, to whom Julian communicated, with- 
out referve, his moll carelefs levities, and his 
moft ferious counfels, received an extraordinary 
commiflion to reftore, in its priftine beauty, the 
temple of Jerufalem ; and the diligence of Aly- 
pius required and obtained the ftrenuous fupport 
of the governor of Palelline. At the call of their 
great deliverer, the Jews, from all the provinces 
of the empire, affembled on the holy mountain 

. Julian, epift. xxix, xxx. La Bleterie has negledied to tranflate 

toad af thefe epiiiks. 


of 
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c H A P. of their fathers ; and their infolent triiimpii 
XXIII. alarmed and exafperated the Ghriftiaii inhabit- 
ants of J er nfalem . The dehre of rebuilding the 
templelias, in everjage, been the ruling paffion 
of the children of Ifrael. In this propitious mo- 
ment the men forgot their avarice^ and the women 
their delicacy 5 ipades and pickaxes of fih^er were 
provided fay the vanity of the rich, and the nib- 
hilh was traiilported in mantles of ftlk and 
purple. Every piirfe was opened in liberal con- 
tributions, every hand claimed a iliare in the 
pious labour j and the commands of a great 
monarch were executed by the enthufiafm of a 
whole people 

The enter- Yet, OB this occafion, the joint efforts of 
prifeistie- power and enthufiafm were unfucceisfol j and 
featid, ground of the Jewifli temple, which is now 

covered by a Mahometan mofqiie'®, ffill con- 
tinued to exhibit the fame edifying fpe^lacle of 
ruin and defohtion. Perhaps the abfence and 
death of the Emperor, and the netv maxims of a 
Chriffian reign, might explain the interruption 
I of an arduous work, which was attempted only 

in the laft. ffx months of the life of Julian 

", 


See the zeal and impatience of the Jen's in Gregtiry Nazknzea 
(Orat.iv. p. III.) and Theodoret (i. ili. c. 30 .). 

Built fay Omar, the fecond Khaiif, ’ft'ho died A, D. 644. This 
gi-eat mofque covers the whole confkrated ground ofthe Jewffli teiu- 
ple? and coniiitutes afmoil a fqnare of 760 or one Roman, raife 
in circumference. See D’Anville Jeriii&iem, p. 45. 

” Ammianus records the ccnfuls of the year 365, faefore he ijro- 
ceeds to mention the thmgbts of Julian. Templuiri . . iaflajirara 
fomptibus cogliahat hrirnodicis. Warburton has a fecret widitfi anti- 
eipate the deiign ; hat he muft have underRood, from fonner esamplcs? 
that the execution of fuch a work would have demanded many ycare. 

Put 
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But the Chriftiaiis entertained a natural and chap. 
pious expefStation, that, in this memorable con- , 

teflj the honour of religion would be vindicated 
by Ibme fignal miracle. An earthquake, a whirh 
wind, and a liery eruption, which overturned 
and fcattered the new foundations of the temple, 
are attefted, -with fome variations, by contem- 
porary and refpedtable evidence7^ This public 
event is deftaabed by Ambrofe'% Bifhop of Mi- 
lan, in an epillie to the Emperor Theodofiiis, 

'which miift provoke the fevere animadverhon of 
the Jews ; by the eloquent Chryfoflom % who 
might appeal to the memory of the elder part of 
his congregation at Antioch 5 and by Gregory 
'Nazianzen“‘, who publiflied bis account of the perhaps by 
miracle before the expiration of the fame year. 

The laft of thefe writers has boldly declared, event, 
that this preternatural event was not dilpated by 
the inhdels; and his afTeition, flrange^as it may 


The fubfeqiient witnefles, Socrates, Sozomen, Theotloret, PhiTo- 
ftorgius, &c. ad<! contradi£|ioris, rather than authcu'lw. Compai’e 
the obietSlions of JJa&age (Kift. des Juifs, tom. viii. p-15 7 — l6S.) 
with Warburton’s anfv/ers (Julian, p.174 — ^58.). The bifhop has 
ingeniouilv exniained the miraculous crofies which appeared on the 
garments of the ipeiilators by a fimilar inftance, aad the natural effedls, 
oflightning-l 

Ambi’of. tour, li. epift. :d. p. 946. edit. Benecli(am. He compoled 
this fanatic cjiiftle (A. D. 328.) to juftify a bifliop, who had been con- 
demned liy the civil inagifirate for burning- a fynagogue. 

C'Jnq.'ibiiom, tom. i. p. 580. adverf. Judaeos et Gentes, tojn.ii. 
p. 574. dc Babyhij edit. Montfaucou. I have followed the com- 
niou and natural fupnoution ; but the leanved Benedidtine, who dates 
tht; compcfidon of liiefe fea'moi-ts in theyear 383,i5ConiidenttIiey 
■V,- ere never pronounced from the pulpit. 

Gr-jg. Kaaianzen, Orat. iy., p, JiQ-r— 'II3. To. w wsptoOJi'Eoj' 

A/.-yci, I'.Xi fi-i 7Sii aSiot; av'mi Ep%0|[a«i. 

- ■ feenia 
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« and diligence the execution of the work, 

«< horrible balls of fire breaking out near the 
« foundations, with frequent and reiterated 
«« attacks, rendered the place from time to tune, 

« iiiacceffible to the fcorched and blafted work- 
« men •, and the viaorious element continuing 
in this manner, obftinately and refolutely bent, 
as it were, to drive them to a diftance, the 

undertaking was abandoned.’’ Such authority 
Ihould fatisfy a believing, and muil aftonifh an 
incredulous, mind. Yet a pliiiofopher may ftiil 
require the original evidence of impartial and 
intelligent fpe^fcators. At this important crifis, 
any fingular accident of nature would affume the 
appearance, and produce the efiedts, of a leal 
prodigy. This glorious deliverance would be 

Ammian. xxm. i. Cum itaque rei fortiter inftaret Alypius, jii- 
varetque provinda redor, metuendi globi flammarum prope funda- 
menta crebns affultibus erumpentes fecere locum pxuftis aliquoties 
operantibus inacceffum; hocque modo elemento deftmatws repelleiite, 
ceffavit inceptura. Warburton labours (p. 60—90.) to extort a con- 
fefiion of the miracle from the mouths of Julian and Libanius, and to 
employ the evidence of a rabbi, who lived in the fifteenth century. 
Such witae&s can only be received by a very favourable Judge. 

10 fpeedily 


feem, is confirmed by the unexceptionable efti- 
mony of Ammianns Marcellmus_ The philo- 
fophic foldier, who loved the virtues, without 
adopting the prejudices of ps mafter, has re- 
corded, in his judicious and candid hiilory of 
his own times, the extraordinary obftacles which 
interrupted the rettoration of the temple of 
JerufalL. « Alypius, alfifted by the 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


Ipeedily improved and magnified by tbe pious chap. 
art of the clergy of Jerufalem, and the a6live . , 

credulity of the Chriftian world; and, at the 
diftance of twenty years, a Roman hiftorian, 
carelefs of theological difputes, might adorn his 
work with the fpecious and fplendid miracle 

The reftoration of the Jewifti temple was Partiality 
fecretly connedted with the ruin of the Chrillian 
church. Julian ftill continued to maintain the 
freedom of religious worfliip, without diftingoifli* 
ing whether this univerfal toleration proceeded 
from his juftice, or his clemency. He afiedted 
to pity the unhappy Chriftians, who were mif- 
taken in the moll important obje6l of their lives ; 
but his pity was degraded by contempt, his con- 
tempt was embittered by hatred ; and the fen- 
timents of Julian were exprefifed in a Ityle of 
farcaflic wit, which infli($ls a deep and deadly 
wound, whenever it iflfues from the mouth of a 
fovereign. As he was fenfible that the Chriftians 
gloried in the name of their Redeemer, he coun- 
tenanced, and perhaps enjoined, the ufe of the 
lefs honourable appellation of GAHLiEANS®^. 

He declared, that, by the folly of the Galilgeans, 

Dr.Lardner, perhaps alone of the Chriftlan critics, prefumes to 
doubt the tmth of this famous miracle (Jewifli and Heathen Tefti- 
monies, vol. iv. p. 47—71.). The filence of Jerome would lead to 
a fufpicion, that the fame ftory, which was celebrated at a diftance, 
might be defpifed on the fpot. 

Greg. Naz. Orat. lii. p. 81. And tliis law was confirmed by 
the invariable pradlice of Julian hlmfeE Warburton has jufily ob» 
ferved (p. 35.), that the Pbtonifts believed in the myfterious virtue of 
words ; and Julian’s diflike for the name of Chrift might proceed from 
fuperftition, as well as from contempt. 

whom 
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CHAP, whom he defcribes as a feet of fanatics^ con- 
temptible to men, and odious to the gods, the 
empire had been reduced to the_ brink of de- 
ftrii6tion ; and he infiniiates in a public edia, 
that a frantic patient might fometimes be cured 
by falutary violence An ungenerous diftinc- 
tion was admitted into the mind and coiinfels of 
Julian, that, according to the difference of their 
religious feiitiments, one part of his fubje^s 
deferved his favour and friendlhip, while the 
other was entitled only to the common benefits 
that liis juflice could not refufe to an obedient 
people According to a principle, pregnant 
with mifchief and oppreffion, the Emperor trans- 
ferred to the pontiffs of his own religion, the 
management of the liberal allowances from tlie 
public revenue, which had been granted to the 
church by the piety of Condantine and his fons. 
The proud lyflem of clerical honours and immn- 
iiities, which had been conffrudled witli fo much 
art and labour, was levelled to the ground ; the 
hopes of teftamentary donations were intercepted 
by the rigour of the laws ; and the priefls of the 
Chriftian fedt were confounded with the lafl and 

Fragment. Julian, p. s88. He derides the p-ssto. raKiKciin 
(Eplft. vii.), and fo far lofes fight of the principles of toleration, a 
to wifli (Epift.xlii.) 

Ov yxp jjM Ey-E ao^i^SjWEji b E?iEajp£i7 

Ai'Jps.'c, ot KE fisaiTin 

Thefe two lines, which Julian has changed and perverted in the tnit- 
fpirit of a bigot (Epift. xlix.), are taken from the fpeech of 7 EoIuf » 
tvhen he refufes to grant Uiyfies a frefli fupply of wnnds (Odyff. x- 
73.). Libanius (Orat. Parent, c.lis. p. aS/i.) attempts to jnlHfy this 
partial behaviour, by an apology, in which perfecutlon peeps through 
the rnafk of candour. 
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moll ignominious clafs of the people. Such of c H A P. 
tliefe regulations as appeared neceffary to check _ ^ 

the ambition and avarice of the ecclefiafiics, 
were foon afterwards imitated by the wifdom of 
an orthodox prince. The peculiar dillin6lions 
which policy has befto\¥ed, or fuperllition has 
laviflied, on the facerdotal order, muji be con- 
fined to thofe priells who profefs the religion of 
the Hate. But the will of the legiflator was not 
exempt from prejudice and paflion j and it was 
the obje6l of the infidious policy of Julian, 
to deprive the Chrillians of all the temporal 
honours and advantages which rendered them 
refp eatable in the eyes of the world 

A juft and fevere cenfure has been infli6led He pro- 
on the law which prohibited the Chriftians from ctriftSrs 
teaching the arts of grammar and rhetoric fromteach- 
The motives alleged by the Emperor to juftify 
this partial and oppreffive meafure, might com- 
mand, during his life-time, the lilence of Haves 
and the applaufe of flatterers. Julian ahufes the 
ambiguous meaning of a word which might be 
indifterently applied to the language and the 
religion of the Greeks : he contemptuoufly 
obferves, that the men who exalt the merit of 
implicit fiith are unlit to claim or to enjoy the 
advantages of fcienccj and he vainly contends, 

There Laws which affected the clergy, may be found in the 
P.iglit hint;; of Julian himfelf (Epift. lil.), in die vague declamations of 
Gregory (Orat. iii. p, 86, 87,), and iu the pofitive affertions of So- 
zomea ( 1 . V. c- j.). - , 

Inclemens . . . perenni obruendura filendo- Aramlan. xsiL 
r.e.. XXV. 

that 
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CHAP, that if they refufe to adore the gods of Hoitief 
, , and DemoftheneSj they ought to content them- 

felves with expounding Luke and Matthew in the 
churches of the Galilseans"^. In ali the cities of 
the Roman world, the education of the youth 
was entrufled to mailers of grammars and rhe- 
toric ; who were ele6led by the magiftrates, 
maintained at the public expence, and diftin- 
guillied by many lucrative and honourable pri- 
%dleges. The edidfc of Julian appears to have 
included the phyficians, and profeffors of all the 
liberal arts ; and the Emperor, who referved to 
himfelf the approbation of the candidates, was 
authorifed by the laws to corrupt, or to punilh, 
the religious conftancy of the moll learned of the 
Chriftians’’. As foon as the refignation of the 
more obftinate^* teachers had eftablilhed the 
unrivalled dominion of the Pagan fophills, Julian 
invited the riling generation to refort with free- 
dom to the public fchools, in a juft conlidence, 

The'edli 5 l itfelf, which is ftill extant among the epillles of Ju- 
lian (xlii.), may be compared with the loofe invedlives of Gregory 
(Orat. ili. p. 96.). Tillemqnt (Mem. Ecclef. tom. vii. p. 

1294.) has coiledled the feeming differences of ancients and moderns. 
They may be eafily reconciled. The ChrilHans were direBly forbid 
to teach, they were indireSfy forbid to learn j lince they would not 
frequent the fchools of the Pagans. 

Codex Theodof. I xiii. tit. iii. de medicis et profeflbribus, 
leg. 5. (pubIHhed the 17th of June, received, at Spoleto in Italy, tlie 
a9th of July, A. D. 363 ) vrith Godefroy's Illuftrations, tom. v« 
P- 31 - 

Orofius celebrates their difinterefted refolution, Sicut a ma- 
joribus noftrls compertum habemus, omnes ubique propemodum 
.... officium quam fidem deferere raaluerunt, vii. 30. Proarefius, 
a Chriftian fophift, refiifed to accept the partial favour of the Emperor. 
Hieronym. in Chroo. -p. tSsi Edif ^liger. jEunapius in Prose- 
refio, p. 1*6. 


that 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


113 

that their tender minds would receive the ini- chap. 
preffions of literature and idolatry. If the greateft > 
part of the Chrittian 3^outh fliould be deterred 
by their own fcruples, or by thofe of their pa- 
rents, from accepting this dangerous mode of 
inftruetion, they mull, at the fame time, relin- 
qiiifliL the benehts of a liberal education. Julian 
had reafon to expedl that, in the fpace of a few 
years, the cliurch would relapfe into its prime- 
val fimplicity, and that the theologians, who 
poffeffed an adequate lhare of the learning and 
eloquence of the age, would be fucceeded by a 
generation of blind and ignorant fanatics, inca- 
pable of defending the truth of their own prin- 
ciples, or of expofing the vario“us follies of 
Polytheifm 

It was undoubtedly the wifli and the defign of Difgrace 
Julian to deprive the Chriftians of the advantages 
of wealth, of knowledge, and of power ; but the ckiftians, 
injuftice of excluding them from all offices of 
truft and profit, feems to have been the refuit of 
his general policy, rather than the immediate 
confequence of any pofitive law ®b Superior 
merit might defer ve, arid obtain, fome extraor- 

i’' They had recourfe to the expedient of compofing books for 
their own fchools. Within a few months Apollinaris pi'oduced his 
Chriftian imitations of Homer (a lacred hiftory in xxiv books), 

Pindar, 'Euripides, and Menander ; and Sozomen is fatisfied, that 
they equalled, or excelled, tlie originals. ’ 

It was the inftnuaion of Julian to his, niagiftrates (Epift. vli.) 

■jTfOTq-iacrQa; /xev rot : r&ig nou vayy iprijM |s»v- Sozomen (I. v. 

c. 18.) and Soci-ates (I. iii. c. 13.) muft be reduced to the ftandard 
of Gregory (Orat. iii. p.,95.)j not lefs prone to exaggeration^ but more 
reftrained by the actual knowledge of his contemporary readers. 

r - dinary 


VOL. IV. 



114 


tHE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, dinary exceptions ; but the greater part of the 
xxiii, Chriftian officers were gradually removed from 
their employments in the Hate, the army, and 
the provinces. The hopes of future candidates 
were extinguiffied by the declared partiality of a 
prince, who malicioully reminded them, that it 
was unlawful for a Chriftian to ufe the fword, 
either of juftice, or of warj and who ftudi- 
OLifly guarded the camp and the tribunals with 
the eniigns of idolatry. The powers of govern- 
ment were entrufted to the Pagans, who pro- 
fefted an ardent zeal for the religion of their 
anceftors; and as the choice of the Emperor was 
often dire 61 :ed by the rules of divination, the 
favourites whom he preferred as the moft agree- 
able to the gods, did not always obtain the ap- 
probation of mankind Under the adrainiftra- 
tion of their enemies, the Chriftians had much 
to fuffer, and more to apprehend. The temper 
of Julian was averfe to cruelty; and the care of 
his reputation, which was expofed to the eyes of 
the univerfe, reftrained the philofophic monarcli 
from violating the laws of juftice and toleration, 
which he himfelf had fo recently eftablifiied. 
But the provincial minifters of his authority were 
placed in a lefs confpicuous ftation. In the 
exercife of arbitrary power, they confulted the 
wifties, rather than the commands, of their love- 
reign ; and ventured to exercile a fecret and vex- 
atious tyranny againft the fedlaries, on whom they 

fnf ii Sswa sica xat fxij mhi. Libaiiius, Orat. Parent, c. S8« 

P- 3I4‘ 
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were not permitted to confer the honours of mar- chap. 
tyrdom. The Emperor, who diffembled as long , . 

as poffible, his knowledge of the injuftice that 
was exercifed in his name, expreffed his real fenfe 
of the conduct of his officers, by gentle reproofs 
and fubftantial rewards 

The molt effectual inflriiinent of oppreffion, They are 
with which they were armed, was the law that 
obliged the Chriftiajns to make full and ample the Pagan 
fatisfadtion for the temples which they had de- 
ftroyed under the preceding reign. Tlie zeal of 
the triumphant church had not always expedled 
the fandtion of the public authority ; and the 
bifliops, who were feciire of impunity, had often 
marched at the head of their congregations, to 
attack and demolifli the fortrelTes of the prince 
of darknefs. The confecrated lands, which had 
increafed the patrimony of the fovereign or of 
the clergy, were clearly defined, and eafily re?, 
jflored. But on thefe lands, and on the ruins of 
Pagan fuperflition, the Chriflians had frequently 
eredled their own religious edifices : and as it 
was neceffary to remove the church before the 
temple could be rebuilt, the juftice and piety of 
the Emperor were applauded by one party, while 
the other deplored and execrated his facrilegious 
violence After the ground was cleared, the 

9’ Greg. Naz. Orat. iil. p. 74. 91, 9a. Socrates, 1 , Hi. c. 14. 

Tlieodoret, L Hi. c. 6. Some drawback may however be allowed 
for the violence of their zeal, not lefs partial than the zeal of Julian. 

If we compare the gentle language of Libanius (Orat, Parent, 
c, 60. p. a86.) with the paffionate exclamations of Gregory (Orat. ill. 
p. 86, 87.), we may find it difficult to perfuade ourfelves, that the 
two orators are really defcribiag the fame events. 

X a 
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i yhe decline and fall 

CHAP, reftitution of thofe ftately which had 

XXIII. levelled with the diift ; and of the precious 

’ ornaments, which had been converted to Chrif» 
tian ufes ; fwelled into a very large account of 
damages and debt. The authors of the injury 
had neither the ability nor the inclination to dil- 
charge this accumulated demand : and the im- 
partial wifclom of a legiflator would have been 
difplayed in balancing the .adverfe claims and 
complaints, by an equitable and temperate ar- 
bitration. But the whole empire, and particu- 
larly the Eaft, was thrown into confution by the 
rafli edidts ofdulian*, and the Pagan magiftrates, 
Mamed by zeal and revenge, abufed the ri- 
gorous privilege of the Homan law, whicli fub- 
ftitutes, in the place of his inadequate property, 
the perfon of the infoU’’ent debtor. Under the 
preceding reign, Mark, Bifliop of Aretluifa 
jiad laboured in the conveiiion o f his people witli 
arms more effedtual than thofe of perfuation 
The magiftrates required the full value of a tem- 
ple wdiich had been deftroyed by his intolerant 
zeal : but as they were fatisfied of his poverty, 

Eeftto, 01' Arethufa, at tlie eq«al diftance of fixtecn inik>5. Ll,-- 
tween Emefa {Hems), and Eplphania (Hamat/j,) was foundud.. or 
at leaft named, by Seleucus Nicator. Its peculiar itra dates from the 
year of Rome 685 j according to tbe medals of ths city. In tfe dc" 
dine of the Seleucldes, Emefa and Ai'ethuia were ufurped I;.y tlie 
Arab {.’arnpficeramus, whofe pofterity, the vafliils of Rome, veei o ni jt 
extin-.jaifhcd in the reign of Vefpafian. See D’Anvilie’s Maps 
Geographe Ancienne, tora.ii. p. 134. Wuflcling. Itiiieraria, p. 18;;, 
andNorif. Epoch. Syro-Macedon. p. 80.481, aBz, 

Sozomen, I. V. c. 10. It is furprifing, that Gregoiy ainl Thon- 
doret Ihould fupprefs.a circumftance, ^vhicli, in tlieir eves, n-ull liavs 
enhanced the religious merit of tlie confeflbr. 
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they defired only to bend his inflexible fpirit to c H A P. 
the promife of the flightefl compenfatioii. They 
apprehended the aged prelate, they inhumanly 
fcourged him, they tore his beard 5 and his 
naked body, anointed with honey, was fufpended, 
in a net, between heaven and earth, and ex- 
po fed to the flings of infedls and the rays of a 
Syrian fiiii®^ From this lofty flation, Mark 
flili perflfted to glory in his crime, and to infult 
the impotent rage of his perfecutors. He was 
at length refcued from their hands, and difnifled 
to enjoy the honour of his divine triumph. The 
Arians celebrated the virtue of their pious con- 
feflor •, the Catholics ambitioufly claimed his 
alliance 5 and the Pagans, who might be fuf- 
ceptible of fliame or remorfe, were deterred from 
the repetition of fuch unavailing cruelty 
Julian fpared his life : but if the Bifliop of 

The fufferings and conftancy of Mark, which Gregory has ib 
tragically painted iii. p. 88 — 91.), are confirmed by the un* 

exceptionable and reiut'lant evidence of Libanius. M«gxo; sswiyo? 
xgs/x«/.t.£yoj, mt fMx.fi'yi^u.svoC) k.cct ra Twywvo; ecvru TtXXo,w£va, vtxnix, 
rnyy-uv nv vro^toi crt rat? rtjuat?, xav 

£u 0 yj. Eplft. 730. p. 350, 351. Edit. Wolf. Amftel. 1738. 

IlEst/A&ipiiijToj, certatim eum fibi (Chrlftiani) vindicant. It is 
thus that La Croze and Wolfius (ad loc.) have explained a Greek 
word, whofe true fignification had beeil xniftaken by former inter- 
preters, and evert by Le Clerc (Bibliotheque Ancienne et Moderne, 
tom.hi. p. 37 i 0 * YetTillemont is ftrangely puzzled to underftand 
(Mem. Ecclef. Wm. vii. p. 1309.) honv Gregory and Theodoret could 
miftake a Seroi-Arian bilhop for a faint. 

See the probable advice of Salluft (Greg. Naxianzen, Orat. iii. 

90} 91.}. Libanius intercedes for a firailar offender, left they Ihould 
find many Marks ; yet he allows, that if Orion had fecrefed tlie con- 
feerated wealth, he deferved to fnfler the punifhment of Marfyas j 
to be flayed alive (Epift. 730. p. 349 — 351.)* 

13 
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c H A P, Arethufa had iavecl the infancy of Julian 
xxuL ^ pofterity will condemn the ingratitude, inflead 
of praifing the clemency, of the Emperor. 

Thetem- At the diftance of five miles from Antioch, 
pie and fa- Macedonian kings of Syria had confecrated 
SDa^phll to Apollo one of the moll elegant places of de- 
votion in the Pagan world A magnificent 
temple rofe in honour of the god of light ; and 
his coloffai figure almoft filled the capacious 
fandtiiary, which was enriched with gold and 
gems, and adorned by the fleill of the Grecian 
artifts. The deity was reprefen ted in a bending 
attitude, with a golden cup in his hand, pour- 
ing out a libation on the earth 5 as if he fiippli- 
cated the venerable mother to give to his arms 
the cold and beauteous Daphne : for the fpot 
was ennobled by fidtion ; and the fancy of tlie 
Syrian poets had tranfported the amorous tale 
from the banks of the Peneiis to thofe of the 
Orontes. The ancient rites of Greece were imi- 
tated by the royal colony of Antioch. A llrearn 
of prophecy, which rivalled the triitli and repu- 
tation of the Delphic oracle, flowed from the 

Gregory (Orat. lii. p. 90.) is fatisfied that, by faving the apo- 
ftate, Mark had deferved ftlll more than he had fuffered. 

The grove and temple of Daphne are defcribed by Strabo 
( 1 . xvi. p. 1089, 1090. edit. Amftel. 1707), Libanius (Nsenia, p. 1S5. 
i88. Antiochic. Orat. xi. p. 380, 381.), and Sozomen (I. v. c. 19.}. 

, WelTeling (Itinerar. p. 581.) and Cafaubon (ad HifL Aiiguft. p. 64.) 
illuftrate this curious fubjedl. 

Simulacrum in eo Olympiaci Jovis imitamenti requijmrans 
magnlyidinem. Ammian. xxii. 13. The Olympic Jupiter was 
feet high, and his bulk was confequently equal to that of a thoufand 
men. See a curious Memoire of tlie Abbe Gedoyii (Acudeiaie dc.; 
Infcriptions, tom.Ix. p. 198.). 

CaJMum 
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Cajialian fountain of Daphne In the adja- chap. 
cent fields a iladium was built by a fpecial pri~ xxiii. 
vilege*®®, which had been piirchafed from Elis; 
the Olympic games were celebrated at the 
expence of the city ; and a revenue of thirty 
thoufand pounds fterling was annually applied 
to the public pleafures The perpetual refort 
of pilgrims and fpedlatprs, infenfibly formed, in 
the neighbourhood of the temple, the flately 
and populous village of Daphne, which emulated 
the fplendor, without acquiring the title, of a, 
provincial city. The temple and the village 
were deeply bofomed in a thick grove of laurels 
and cyprelfes, which reached as far as a circum- 
ference of ten miles, and formed in the moft 
fultry fummers a cool and impenetrable fhade. 

A thoidand llreams of the purell water, iffuing 
from every hill, preferved the verdure of the 

Hadrian read the hiftory of his future fortunes on a leaf clipped 
in the Caftalian ftream ; a trick, which, according to the phyfkian 
Vandale (de Oraculis, p. aSi, aSa.), might be eafily performed by 
chymical preparations. The Emperor flopped the fburce of fuch 
dangerous knowledge ; which was again opened by the devout curio- 
fity of Julian. 

It was purchafed, A.D. 44, in the year 9a of the cera of 
Antioch (Norif. Epoch. Syro-Maced. p. 139 — 174.) for the term of 
ninety Olympiads. But the Olympic games of Antioch were not 
regularly celebrated till the reign of Commodus. See the curious 
details in the Chronicle of John Malala (tom.i. p. *93. 320. 37a — ■ 

381.), a writer whofe merit and authority are confined within the 
limits of his native city. 

Fifteen talents of gold, bequeathed by Sofibius, who died in 
the reign of Auguftus. The theatrical merits of the S)'Tian cities, in 
the age of Conllantine, are compared in the Expofitio totius Mimdi, 
p. 6. (Hudfon, Geograph. Minor, tom.iii.). 
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earth, and the temperature of the air ; the feriles 
were gratified with harmonious founds and aro- 
matic odours ; and the peaceful grove was coo- 
fecrated to health and joy, to luxury and love. 
The vigorous youth purfuecl, like Apollo, the 
obje6l of his defires; and the blufliing maid was 
warned, by the fate of Daphne, to lliun the folly 
of imfeafonable coynefs. The foldier and the 
philofopher wifely avoided the temptation of this 
fenfual paradife ; where pleafure, afiuming tlie 
character of religion, imperceptibly diflblved the 
firmnefs of manly virtue. But the groves of 
Daphne continued for many ages to enjoy the 
veneration of natives and llrangers \ the privi- 
leges of the holy ground were enlarged by tlie 
munificence of fucceeding emperors ; and every 
generation added new ornam'ents to the fplendor 
of the temple '°L 

When Julian, on the day of the annual fel- 
tival, haftened to adore the Apollo of Dupline, 
his devotion was raifed to the highefl pitch of 
eagernels and impatience. His lively imagina- 
tion anticipated the grateful pomp of victims, of 
libations, and of incenfe y a long procefiion of 
youths and virgins, clothed in white robes, the 

A-^dio Caffio Syriacos leglones detU luxuria diffluentes ct 
Daphnich moribus. Thefe are the words of the Emperor Marcus 
Antoninus, in an original letter preferved by his biographer in Ilifl. 
Auguft. p. 41. Caffius difmifled or puiiifhed e\'ery foldier who was 
feen at Daphne. 

^ ^ Aliquantum agrorum Daphnenfibus dedlt (Powpep), quo 
ibi fpatiofior fieret; deledlaWs amcenitate loci ct aqnainm alniti- 
dantia. Eutropius, vi, 14. Sextus Rufus, de Frovinciis, c. i(,. 

id ly-mboi 
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lymbol of their innocence ; and the tumultuous c H A P. 
concourfe of an innumerable people. But the ^ , 
zeal of Antioch was diverted, fince the reign of 
Chriftlanity, into a different channel. Inftead of 
hecatombs of fat oxen Sacrificed by the tribes of 
a wealthy city to their tutelar deity, the Em- 
peror complains that he found only a fingle 
goofe, provided at the expence of a prieft, the 
pale and folitary inhabitant of this decayed 
temple The altar was deferted, the oracle had 
been reduced to filencs; and the holy ground 
was profaned by the introduction of Cliriflian 
and funeral rites. After Babylas”" (a bifliop of 
Antioch, who died in prifon in the perfecution 
of DeCius) had refled near a century in his 
grave, his body, by the order of the Caefar Gal- 
lus, was tranfported into tlie midfl; of the grove 
of Daphne. A magnificent church was erected 
over his remains ; a portion of the facred lands 
was iifurped for the maintenance of the clergy, 
and for the burial of the Chriftians of Antioch, 
who were ambitious of lying at the feet of their 
bifliop j and the priefls of Apollo retired, with 
their affrighted and indignant votaries. As fooii 

Julian (Mifopogon, p. 361, 36a.) dlfcovers his own charafler 
witli that nm‘vete, that unconfcious firapllcity, which always cohfti- 
lutes genuine humour. 

Babylas is named by Eufebius in the fuccefiion of the blfliops of 
Antioch (Hift. Ecclef. l,.vi. 0,39. 39-). His triumph over two empe* 
rors (the firfl: febulous, the fecond hiftorical) is difflifely celebrated 
by Chryfoftom (tom.li. p.fsd — 579. edit. Montfaucon.}. Tillemont 
(Mem. Ecclef. tom.iu. partii. p. aSy — 30a. 479—465.) becomes 
almoft a fceptic. 

as . 
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CHAP, as aiiotliei* revolution feeined to reftore the for- 
, tune of Paganifm, the church of St.Babylas was 

clemoliflied, and new buildings were added to 
the mouldering edifice which had been raifed by 
the piety of Syrian kings. But the firft and 
moll ferioiis care of Julian was to deliver his 
oppreffed deity from the odious prefence of the 
dead and living Chriftians, who had fo effectually 
fupprefied the voice of fraud or enthufiafin 
Removal The fcene of infection was purified, according 
boS^and foi'ins of ancientiptuals ; the bodies were 

conflagra- decently removed j and the minifters of the 
temp?e chui'ch Were permitted to convey tlie remains of 
St.Babylas to their former habitation within the 
walls of Antioch. The modell behaviour which 
might have affuaged the jealoufy of an boftile 
government, was neglected on this occafion by 
the zeal of the Chriftians. The lofty car, that 
tranfported the relics of Babylas, was followed, 
and accompanied, and received, by an innume- 
rable multitude ; who chanted, with thundering 
acclamations, the Pfalms of David the moil ex- 
preflive of their contempt for idols and idolaters. 
The return of the flint ivas a triumpli j and the 
triumph was an infult on the religion of the 
Emperor, who exerted his pride to dilfemble his 
refentment. During the night which terminated 


Ecclefiaftical critics, particularly tbofe who love relics, exul; in 
the confeffion of Julian (Mifopogon. p. 361.) and Libaniii,'; (Naniia, 
p. 185.), that Apollo was difturbed by the vicinity of ofjt dv-.d uxu.. 
Yet Ammianus (xxii. la.) clears and purifies the whole gruunti, tivcan:- 
ring to the rites which the Athenians fonnerly pradiifed in the Jilt- uf 
Delos. 

thi 
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this indifcreet proceffion, the temple of Daphne q ^ 
was ill flames; the ftatue of Apollo was con- xxiii. 
fumed ; and the walls of the edifice were left a 
naked and awful monument of ruin. The Chrif- 
tians of Antioch aflTerted, with religious confi- 
dence, that the powerful interceffion of St. Ba- 
bylas had pointed the lightnings of heaven againft 
the devoted roof: but as Julian was reduced to 
the alternative of believing either a crime or a 
miracle, he chofe, without hefitation, without 
evidence, but with fome colour of probability, 
to impute the fire of Daphne to the revenge of 
the Gaiiieeans Their offence, had it been * 
fufiiciently proved, might have juflified the re- 
taliation which was immediately executed by the 
order of Julian, of fliutting the doors, and con- juUanfliuts 
fifcatingthe wealth of the cathedral of Antioch, thecathe- 
To difcover the criminals who were guilty of 
the tumult, of the fire, or of fecreting the riches 
of the church, feveral ecclefiaftics were tor- 
tured ; and a prefbyter, of the name of Theo- 
doret, was beheaded by the fentence of the Count 
of the Eafl. But this hafly adl was blamed by 

Julian (In Mifopogon, p. 361.) rather infinuates, than affirms, 
their guilt. Ammianus (xxii. 13.) treats the imputation as 
rumor, and relates the ftory with extraordinaiy candour. 

Quo tarn atroci cafu repente confumpto, ad id ufque imperatoris 
ira provexit, ut queftiones agitare juberet folito acriores (yet Julian 
blames the lenity of the niagiftrates of Antioch), et majorem eccle- 
fiarn Antiochlas claudi. This interdidlion was performed with fome 
circumftances of indignity and profanation ; and the feafonable death 
of the principal adtor, Julian’s uncle, i* related with much fuperftl- 
tious complacency by the Abbe de la Bleterie. Vie de Julien, 
p. 36a— 369. ■ < 
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CHAP, tlie Emperor; who lamented, with real oraffeEetl 
xxni. concern, that the imprudent zeal of his minillers 
would tarnilh his reign with the difgrace of per- 
fecution’^'^ 

The zeal of the minifters of Julian was in- 
ftantly cheched by the fro wm of their fovereign ; 
but when the father of his country declares hiin- 
felf the leader of a fadlion, the licence of popular 
fury cannot ealilybe reftrained, nor confifteiitly 
puniflied. Julian, in a public compofition? ap- 
plauds the devotion and loyalty of the holy cities 
of Syria, whofe pious inhabitants had deflroyed, 
at the fil'd; lignal, the fepulchres of the Gali- 
laeans; and faintly complains, that they had re- 
venged the injuries of the gods with lefs mode- 
ration than he fhould have recommended 
This imperfedt and reludtant confeffion may ap- 
pear to confirm the ecclefiaflical narratives ; that 
in the cities of Gaza, Afcalon, Cmfaria, Helio- 
polis, &c. the Pagans abiifed, without prudence 
or reinorfe, the moment of their profpcrity. 
That the unhappy objedls of their cruelty were 
releafed from torture only by death ; that as their 
mangled bodies were dragged thro ugh the flreets, 
they were pierced (Inch was the imiverfal rage) 
by the fjiits of cooks, and tlie didaffs of enraged 
wmmen ; and that the entrails of Chriftiao prieds 
and virgins^ after they had been taded by thole 

Befides the ecclefiaftical biftoriansj who are more or lefs to be 
luipedled, we may allege the paflion -of St. TIieoaore> in the Adta 
Sincera ot Ruinart, p. 591. The coiupkint of Julian gives it an ori- 
ginal and authentic air. 

iTulian Mlfopogon, p. 361. 

bloody 
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bloody fanaticsj were mixed with barley, and chap. 
contemptuoufly thrown to the unclean animals of j 
the city”’. Such fcenes of religious madnefs 
exhibit the moll contemptible and odious pidlure 
of human nature ; but the maffacre of Alexan- 
dria attracts ftiil more attention, from the cer- 
tainty of the fact, the rank of the vi<6lims, and 
the fplendor of the capital of Egypt. 

George from his parents or his education, George of 
furnamed the Cappadocian, was born at Epi- 
phania in Cilicia, in a fuller’s fliop. From this 
obfcure and fervile origin he raifed himfelf by 
the talents of a parafite: and the patrons, whom 
he ahiduoufly flattered, procured for their worth- 
lefs dependent, a lucrative commiflion, or con- 
tradl, to fupply the army with bacon. His em- 
ployment was mean j he rendered it infamous- 
He accumulated wealth by the baled arts of 
fraud and corruption ; but his malverfations were 
fo notorious, , that George was compelled to 
efcape from the purfuits of juftice. After this 
difgrace, in which he appears to have faved 
liis fortune at the expence of his honour, he 

See Gregory Nazianzen (Orat.iii. ^.§7.). Sozomen (Lv. 
c, 9.) may be confidered as an original, though not impartial, wit- 
nefs. He was a native of Gaza, and had converfed with the con- 
feflbr Zeno, who, as bilhop of Maiama, lived to the %e of an hun- 
dred (bvil. c.ai.), Huloftorgius (I. vii. c. 4. with Godefroy’s 
Diilertations, p. 5184.) adds fome tragic circumftances, of Chriftians, 
who were litemlly facrificed at die altars of the gods, &c. 

The life and death of George of Cappadocia,' are defcribed by: 

Ammianus (xxii. ii.), Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xxi. p. 383. 38^. 

389, 390.), and Epiphanius (Hreref. IxxvI.). The invevtlves of the 
two faints might not deferve much credit, unlefs they were confirmed 
by the teftimony of the cool and impartial infidel, 

embraced. 
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CHAP, embraced, with real or affected zeal, the profeffioii 
xxiiL Qf Arianifm, From the love, or the oftentatioo, 
^ of learning, he collected a valuable library of 
hiftory, rhetoric, philofophy, and theology 
and the choice of the prevailing fadion pro- 
moted George of Cappadocia to the throne of 
Athanafius. The entrance of the new archbiiliop 
was that of a Barbarian conqueror j and each 
moment of his reign was polluted by cruelty 
and avarice. The Catholics of Alexandria and 


Egypt were abandoned to a tyrant, qualified, by 
nature and education, to exercife the office of 
opprefles perfeciition ; but he oppreffed with an impartial 
di?and vaiious inhabitants of his extenfive 

Egypt. diocefe. The primate of Egypt affiimed the 
pomp and infolence of his lofty llation j but he 
flill betrayed the vices of his bafe and fervile 
extradlion. The merchants of Alexandria were 
impoveriflied by the unjiifl, and almoft iiniver- 
fal, raonopol}'', which he acquired, of nitre, fait, 
paper, funerals, &c., and the fpiritual father of 
a great people condefcended to pra6tife the vile 
and pernicious arts of an informer. The Alex- 
andrians could never forget, nor forgive, the 
tax, which he fuggelled, on all the houfes of 


"3 j^fter the maffacre of George, the Emperor Julian repeatedly 
fent orders to preferve the library for his own ufe, and, to torture 
the flaves who might be fufpedled of fecreting .my books. He 
' praifes the merit of the colle^ion, from wdience he had borrowed 
and tranfcribed feveral manufcripts while he purfued his fludies in 
Cappadocia. He could wifh indeed that the works of the GalilEcans 
might perilh ; but he requires an exatS: account even of tiiofe theo- 
logical volumes, left other treatifes more valuable iltould be con- 
founded in their lofs. Julian. Epift. ix. xxxvi. 
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the city ; under an obfolete claim, that the royal c H A p. 
founder had conveyed to his fuccelTors, the Pto- . , 

leinies and the Caefars, the perpetual property 
of the foil. The Pagans, who had been flat- 
tered with the hopes of freedom and toleration, 
excited his devout avarice ; and the rich temples 
of Alexandria were either pillaged or infiilted by 
the haughty prelate, who exclaimed in a loud 
and threatening tone, Plow long will thefe 
“ fepulchres be permitted to Hand Under the 
reign of Conftantius, he was expelled by the 
fury, or rather by the juflice, of the people ; and 
it was not without a violent tlruggle, that the 
civil and military powers of the flate could 
reftore his authority, and gratify his revenge. 

The meflenger who proclaimed at Alexandria 
the acceflion of Julian, announced the downfai 
of the archbifliop. George, with two of his ob- A.D. 361. 
fequious minifters. Count Diodorus, and Dra- 
contius, mailer of the mint, were ignominioully 
dragged in chains to the public prifon. At the Heismaf- 
end of twenty-four days, the prifon was forced 
open by the rage of a fuperftitious multitude, 
impatient of the tedious forms of judicial pro- 
ceedings. The enemies of gods and men ex- Dec. 34. 
pired under their cruel infults; the lifelefs bodies 
of the archbilhop and his aflbciates were carried 
in triumph through the Hreets on the back of a 
camel ; and the inactivity of the Athanafian 
party’-” was elleemed a Ihiuing example of 

Philoftorgius, witt cautious malice, infinuates their guilt, 

-sat m ASavatrta yya/AW rparriyusrat rris TTpa^Ewf, Lvii, c. a. Godefroy, 
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c H A p. evangeiical patience. The remains of tliefegiultj 
. wretches were thrown into the fea ; and the popu- 

lar leaders of the tumult declared their refolution 
to difappoint the devotion of the Chriftians, 
and to intercept the future honours of thefe mar- 
tyrs, who had been piinifhed, like their predecef- 
fors, by the enemies of their religion The 
fears of the Pagans were juil, and their pre- 
cautions ineffedlual. The meritorious death of 
the archbifliop obliterated the memory of his 
life. The rival of Athanafius was dear and fii- 
cred to the Arians, and the feeming converfion 
of thofe fe8:aries introduced his worlhip into the 
bofom of the Catholic church The odious 
ftranger, difguifing every circiimftance of time 
and place, affumed the mafk of a martyr, a flint, 
and a Chriftian hero"^; and the infamous George 


■ Cineres projecit in mare, id metuens ui damabai.', ne, co!* 
ledis fupremis, sedes illis exftruerent ; ut reliquis, qni deviare a r«" 
Ifgione compulfi, pertulere cruciabiles pcenas, adufque glorlofam 
mortem intemerata fide progrefli, et nunc Martyred appeilantur. 
Amrnian, xxii. ii. Epiplianius proves to Uxe Arians, that George 
was not a martyr. 

Some Donatifts (Optatas Milev'. p. 6o. 303. edit. Dupin ; 
and Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 713. in 4to,) and Prifcil- 
lianifts (Tillemont, Mem- Ecclef. tom. viii- 1>. 517, in 4to.) have in 
like manner ufurped the honours of Catholic laints and martyrs. 

The faints of Cappadocia, Bafil and the Gregories, were ig- 
norant of their holy companion. Pope Gelafius (A. D. 494}, the 
firfi; Catholic who acknowledges St, George, places him among the 
martyrs, « qul Deo magis quam hojninibus notl funt.” He rtjed:s 
his Afts as the compofition of heretics. Some, perhaps not the 
oldeft, of the fpurious AiSts, are . ftill. extant ; and, through a cloud 
of fiflion, we may yet diflingiiifli the combat %vhich St. George of 
Cappadocia fuftaiiied in the prefence of Qiueen J^exaiidruh againfl 
' mpgician Athma/ms, 

of 
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of Cappadocia has been transformed into the chap, 
renowned St. George of England, the patron , , 

of arms, of chivalry, and of the garter*^*. 

About the fame time that Julian was informed and wor- 
of the tumult of Alexandria, he received intelli- 

' a laint and 

gence from Edeffa, that the proud and wealthy martyr, 
fadlion of the Arians had infulted the weaknefs 
of the Valentinians, and committed fuch difor- 
ders as ought not to be fuffered with impunity 
in a ’well-regulated ftate. Without expedting 
the flow forms of juflice, the exafperated prince 
diredted his mandate to the magiftrates. of 
Edeffa by which he confifcated the whole 
property of the church: the money was diflri- 
buted aitiong the foldiers ; the lands were added 
to the domain ; and this a(St of oppreflion was 
aggravated by the moft ungenerous irony. “ I 
fhew myfelf,’’ fays Julian, “ the true friend 
of the Galilseans. Their admirable \2iw 
“ promifed the kingdom of heaven to the poor 5 
and they'will advance with more diligence in 
“ the paths of virtue and falvation, when they 
are relieved by my afliftance from the load of 

This transformation Is not given as abfolutely certain, but 
as extremely probable. See the Longueruana, tom. i. p. 194. 

A curious hiftory of the worflilp of St. George, from the 
fixth century (when he was already revered in Paleftine, in Armenia, 
at Rome, and at Treves in Gaul), might be extracted from Dr. 

Heylln (Hiftory of St. George, ad edition, London, 1633, in 4 to. 
p. 4a9.), and the Bollandifts (A< 51 . SS. Menf. April, tom. iii. 
p. 100 — 163.). His fame and popularity in Europe, and elpecially 
in Engh-md, proceeded from the Crufades. 

Julian. Epift. xliii. 

VOL. IV. K. “temporal 
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temporal poffeilions. Take care/’ puriiied 
the monarch, in a more ferioiis tone, “ take 
“ care how you provoke my patience and hn» 

inanity. If thefe diforders continue, I will 
“ revenge on the magiftrates the crimes of the 
«*= people; and you will have reafon to dread, 
“ not only confifcation and exile, but fire and 
“ the fword.” The tumults of Alexandria were 
doubtiefs of a more bloody and dangerous na- 
ture : but a Chriftian bifliop had fallen by the 
hands of the Pagans ; and the public epillle of 
Julian affords a very lively proof of the partial 
fpirit of his adminiflration. His reproaches to 
the citizens of Alexandria are mingled with ex- 
preffions of efleem and tendernefs ; and he 
laments, that on this occafion they fliould have 
departed from the gentle and generous manners 
which attefled their Grecian extradb'on. He 
gravely cenfures the oftence which they liad 
committed againfl the laws of jiiftice and Iiuma- 
nity; but he recapitulates, with vifible com]>ia- 
cency, the intolerable provocations whicli they 
had fo long endured from the impious tyranny 
of George of Cappadocia. Julian admits the 
principle, that a wife and vigorous govenimeiit 
ihould chaftife the infolence of the people ; yet, 
in confideration of their founder Alexander, and 
of Serapis their tutelar deity, he grants a free 
and gracious pardon to the guilty city, for which 
he again feels the affedlion of a bj'other 

Julian. Epill. x. He allowed his friends to afluage lus anger, 
Ammian. xxii. ii. 

!2 After 
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After the tumult of Alexandria had fubfided, c H A P. 
.Atlianafios, ainidft the public acclamations, , . 

feiucki liimfeif on the throne from whence his un- Reftora- 
worthy competitor had been precipitated j and as 
the zeal of the archbifliop was tempered with dif- 
eretion, the exercife of his authority tended not A.D.363, 
to inllauie, but to reconcile, the minds of the 
people. His paftoral labours -were not confined 
to the narrow limits of Egypt, The ftate of the 
Chrifiian world was prefent to his a6live and 
capacious inind j and the age, the merit, the 
reputation of Athanafius, enabled him to affiime, 
in a moment of danger, the office of Ecclefi- 
afticai I)i6lator Three years were not yet 
elapfed fince the majority of the bifliops of the 
Well had ignorantly, or relii6lantly, fubfcribed 
the confeffion of Rimini. They I'epented, they 
believed, but they dreaded the unfeafonable 
rigour of their orthodox brethren j and if their 
pride was llronger than tlieir faith, they mighb. 
throw themfelves into the arms of the Arians, 
to efcape the indignity of a public penance, 
which mufl degrade them to the condition of 
obfcure laymen. At the fame time, the domeftic 
differences concerning the union and dillin6lion 
of the divine perfons, were agitated with fome 
heat among the Catholic doctors; and the pro- 
grefs of this metaphyfical controverl}' feemed to 

See Athanaf. ad Rufin. p. 40, 41,; and Greg. Na- 

zianzen, Orat. Hi. p. 395, 396, who juffly ftates the temperate zeal 
of the primate, as riiuch more meritorious than his prayers, his fails, 
liis perfecutions, &c. 

K a 


threaten 



132 


CHAP. 

XXIIL 



He is per- 
fecuted 
and ex- 
pelled by 
Julian, 
A.D. 36*3 
Od. a3. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

threaten a public and lafting divifioii of the Greek 
and Latin churches. By the wifdom of a Me& 
fynod, to which the name and prefence of Atha- 
nafius gave the authority of a general council 
the biftiops who had unwarily deviated into error^ 
were admitted to the communion of the churchg 
on the eafy condition of fubfcribing the Nicene 
Creed; without any formal acknowledgment of 
their paft fault, or any minute definition of their 
fcholaftic opinions. The advice of the primate of 
Egypt had already prepared the clergy of Gaul 
and Spain, of Italy and Greece, for the reception 
of this falutary meafure; and, notwithftanding 
the oppofition of fome ardent fpirits the fear 
of the common enemy promoted the peace and 
harmony of the Chriftians 

The fldll and diligence of the primate of Egypt 
had improved the feaibn of tninquiility, before 
it was interrupted by the hofiile edidts of the 
Emperor Julian, who defpifed the Cliriftians, 

I have not leifure to follow the blind obfttnacy of Lucifer of 
Cagliari. See his adventures in Tlliemont (Mem. Ecclef. toja, vii. 
p. 900—9^6.) ; and obferve how the colour of the narrative Infenfi- 
bly changess as the confellbr becomes a fchifmatic. 

Affenfus eft huic fententije Occidens, et, per tarn neceflarium 
concilium, Satanse faucibUs mundus ereptus. The lively and art- 
ful Dialogue of Jerom againft the Luciferians (tom. ii. p. 135 — 
155. exhibits an original pidture of the ecclefiaftical policy of the 
times. 

Tlliemont, who fuppofes that George was malTacred in Au- 
guft, crowds the adiions of Athanafius into a narrow fpace (Mem. 
Ecclef. tom. viii. p. 360.). An original fragment, publilhed by 
the Marquis Maffei, from the old Chapter library of Verona (Offer- 
vazioni Litterarie, tom. iii. p. 60— 9a.), affords many important 
dates, which are authenticated by the computation of Egyptian 
months. , ‘ * 

lO 
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lionoured Atliaiialius with his fincere and pecu- c 
liar hatred. For his fake alone, he introduced 
an arbitrary diftinelion, repugnant, at leaft to 
the Ipirit, of his former declarations. He main- 
tained, that the Galilaeans, whom he had recalled 
from exile, were not reftored, by that general 
indulgence, to the polfeffion of their refpedtive 
churches: and he exprelfed his aflonilhment, 
that a criminal who had been repeatedly con- 
demned by the judgment of the Emperors, Ihould 
dare to infult the majefty of the laws, and info- 
lently ufurp the archiepifcopal throne of Alex- 
andria, without expedling the orders of his fo- 
vereign. As a punifhment for the imaginary of- 
fence, he again banilhed Athanafius from the cityj 
and he was pleafed to fuppofe, that this a6t of 
juflice would be highly agreeable to his pious 
fubjedts. The preffing Iblicitations of the people 
foon convinced him, that the majority of the 
Alexandrians were Chrillians; an d that the great- 
eft part of the Chriftians were tirmly attached to 
the caufe of their opprelfed primate. But the 
knowledge of their fentiments,inftead of perfiiad- 
ing him to recall his decree, provoked him to ex- 
tend to all Egypt the term of the exile of Athana- 
fius. The zeal of the multitude rendered Julian 
ftill more inexorable: he was alarmed by the dan- 
ger of leaving at the head of a tumultuous city, 
a daring and popular leader ; and the language 
of his refentment difcovers the opinion which he 
entertained of the courage and abilities of Atha- 
pafius. The execution of the fentence was ftill 
K 3 delayed. 
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delayed, by the caution or negligence of Ecdicius, 
praefe8: of Egypt, who was at lengtii awakened 
from his lethargy by a fevere reprimand. “ Though 
you negle6l,’^ fays Julian, to write to me on 
any other fubjedl, at leait it is your duty to in- i 

form me of your condudl towards AtiKinauiis, / i 

the enemy of the gods. My intentions have 
“ been long fince coinmuiiicated to you. I ^ 

“ fwear by the great Serapis, that iinlels, on 
“ the calends of December, Atiiaiialius has de- 
parted from Alexandria, nay from Egypt, the 
‘‘ officers of your government diall pay a hue of 
“ one hundred pounds of gold. You know niy ! 

“ temper : I am flow to condemn, but I am f ui 
“ flower to forgive.’’ This epiflle was enforced 
by a Ihort poflfcript, written with the Eirtperor’s j 

own hand. “ The contempt that is ihewn for i 

all the gods fils me with grief and indignation. 

There is nothing that I ffiouid fee, notlu'ng ! 

“ that I fliould hear, with more pleafure, than the | 

“ expulflon of Athanalius from all Egypt. The j 

“ abominable wretch ! Under my reign, the bap- 
“ tifm of feveral Grecian ladies of the higheft 
“ rank has been the efledl of his perfecntionsAA” 

The death of Athanafius was not ea'prefihj com- I 

manded; but tlm prmfedl of Egypt underflood, ^ 

that it was fafer for hiratoexceed, than to negled!:, 
the orders of an irritated mailer. The Archbifliop 

Tov OS 'EM.m^aS) st’ s[j.e, yw^HKus "<>■"/ r'-'i- 

a-nivMV 0a(,7r’iicr(xt SimecrOai. I have preferved the antbiguous feni'e of I 

the lafl: word, the .imbiguity of a tyrant wdio wiflied to find, or to 
create, guilt. j 

pro- 
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prudently retired totlienfioiiafteriesoftheDefert: c h a r 
eluded, with his ufual dexterity, the friares of the 
enemy j and lived to triumph over the aihes of a 
prince, who, in words of formidable import, had 
declared his willi that the whole venom of the 
Galilaekn fcliool were contained in the fingle 
perfon of Athanafius 

I have endeavoured faithfully to reprefent the Zeai and 
artful fyflem by which Julian propofed to obtain of 
the effe^s, without incurring the guilt, or re- theChr^- 
proach, of perfeeution. But if the deadly fpirit 
of fanatieifm perverted the heart and underitand- 
ing of a virtuous prince, it muft, at the fame 
time, be confelTed, that the real fuiferings of 
the Chriftians were inflamed and magnified by 
human paffions and religious enthufiafm. The 
meeknefs and refignation which had diftingiiillied 
the primitive difciples of the gofpel, was the 
object of the applaufe, rather than of the imi- 
tation, of theif fucceflbrs. The Chriilians, who 
had now pofiefled above forty years the civil 
and eeclefiafticai government of the emph'e, had 
contra^ed the infolent vices of poflerity’^% and 
the habit of believing that the faints alone were 
entitled to reign over the earth. As foon as the 

The three Epiilles of Julian, which explain his intentions 
and conduct with regard to Atlianafius, Ihould be difpofed in the 
following chronological order, xxvi. x. vi. See likewife Greg. 

Nazianzen, xxi. p. 393. Sozomen, l.v. c. 15. Socrates, l.iii. 
c. 14. Theodoret, 1 . iii. c. 9. and Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. 
tom. viii. p. 361— 368, who has ufed fome materials prepared by 
the Bollandifts. 

” See the fair confeffionojf Gregory .(Orat. iii. p. 61, 63.). . 

K 4 enmity 
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c H A p. enmity of Julian deprived the clergy of the privi- 

, leges which had been conferred by the favour of 

Conftaiitme, they complained of the moil cruel 
oppreffion 5 and the free toleration of idolaters 
and heretics was a fubje6t of grief and fcandal 
to the orthodox party The a6ls of violenccj 
which were no longer countenanced by the magi- 
ftrates, were ftill committed by the zeal of the 
people. At Peffinus, the altar of Cybele was 
overturned alinoft in the prefence of the Em- 
peror; and in the city of Caefarea in Cappadocia, 
the temple of Fortune, the foie place of worfliip 
whichhad beenleftto the Pagans, wasdeftroyed by 
the rage of a popular tumult. On thefe occafions, 
a prince, who felt for the honour of the gods, was 
notdifpofed to interrupt the courfe of juftice; and 
his mind was Hill more deeply exafperated, when 
he found, that the fanatics, who had delerved and 
fuffered the punifhment of incendiaries, were re- 
warded with the honours of martyrdom The 

Chriiiian fubjedls of Julian were affured of the 
hoftiledeligns of their fovereign; and, to their jea- 
lous apprehenlion, every circumftance of his go- 
vern ment might afford fomegrounds of difcontent 
and fufpicion. In the ordinary adminiftration 

Hear the furiotis and ahfurd complaint of Optatus (de Schif- 
mat. Donatift. l.ii. c. 1.6, 17.). 

’-V Greg. Nazianzen, Orat.iii. p. 91. iv. p. 133. He praifes the 
rioters of Caslarea^ raray tuy fx.Eya,?iX)(pvioy Kctl ^i^j/.wy ei; Eutrs^Ejav, 
^ee Sozomen, 1. vi. 4. 11. Tillemont (Mem.Ecclef. tom.vii. p. 649* 
650.) owns that their behaviour was not, dans I’ordre commim ; but 
he is periedlly fatisfied, as the great St. Balil always celebrated the 
fellival of thefe blefled martyrs, 
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of the laws, the Chriftians, who formed fo large c h a p. 
a part of the people, muft frequently be con- . 

demned : but their indulgent brethren, wuthout 
examining the merits of the caufe, prefiimed 
their innocence, allowed their claims, and im- 
puted the feverity of their judge to the partial 
malice of religious perfecution Thefe pre- 
fent hardfiiips, intolerable as they might appear, 
were reprefented as a flight prelude of the im- 
pending calamities. The Chriftians confidered 
Julian as a cruel and crafty tyrant; who fiifl 
pended the execution of his revenge, till he 
fliould return victorious from the Per flan war. 

They expeCled, that as foon as he had tri- 
umphed over the foreign enemies of Rome, he 
would lay aflde the irkfome mafk of diflimula- 
tion ; that the amphitheatres would ftream wn'th 
the blood of hermits and bifliops; and that the 
Chriftians, who Hill perfevered in the profeflion 
of the faith, would be deprived of the common 
benefits of nature and fociety'^^ Every ca- 
lumny that could wound the reputation of the 

Apoftate, 


Julian determined a law-fuit agalnft die new Chiiftian city at 
Maiuma, the port of Gaza ; and his fentence, though it might be 
imputed to bigotry, was never reverted by his fucceflbrs. Sozomen, 
i. V. c. 3. Reland. Paleftin. tom. ii. p. 791. 

Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 93, 94, 95. Orat. iv. p. 114.) pretends 
to fpeak from the information of Julian’s confidents, whom Orofius 
(vii. 30.) could not have feen. 

i4f' Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 91.) charges the Apofiate with fecret 
facrifices of boys and girls ; and pofitively affirms, that the dead bodies 
were thrown into the Orontes. See Theodoret, I. iii. c. a6, 27.; 
.and the equivocal candour of tlie Abbe de Is Bleterie, Vie de Julien, 

P*35Js 
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c H A P. Apoftate, was crediiloufly embraced by tbe fears 
and hatred of his adverfaries 5 and their indit 
creet clamours provoked the temper of a fove- 
reign, whom it was their duty to refpedl, and 
their intereft to flatter. They ilill protefted, 
that prayers and tears were their only weapons 
againft the impious tyrant, whofe head they de- 
voted to the juftice of offended Heaven. But 
they inflnuated, with fullen refolution, that their 
fubmiflion was no longer the efle£t of weaknefs ; 
and that, in thv3 imperfetT date of human virtue, 
the patience, which is founded on principle, may 
be exhaiifled by perfeciition. It is impoflible 
to determine how far the zeal of Julian would 
have prevailed over his good fenfe and huma- 
nity*, but, if we ferioufly refle6l on the ftrength 
and fpirit of the church, we fliall be convinced, 
that, before the Emperor could have extinguifhed 
the religion of Chrift, he muff have involved his 
country in the horrors of a civil war 

P* 353. Yet contempomry malice could not impute to Julian 
the troops of martyrs, more efpecially in the Weft, which Baroniu's fo 
greedily fwallows, and Tillemont fo faintly rejects (Mem. Ecclef. 
tom. vii. p. 1395 — 1315*)* 

The refignation of Gregory is truly edifying (Orat. iv. p. 12, 

3 24.). Yet, when an officer of Julian attempted to feize the churcl> 
of Nazianzus, he would have loft his life, if he had not yielded to 
the zeal of the bifhop and people (Orat. xix. p. 308.). See the re- 
fiedlions of Chryfoftom, as they are allied by Tillemont (Mern. , 
Ecclef. tom. vii. p. 575.) 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

Refidence of Julian at Antioch. — His ficcefsful 
Expedition againji the Perfans. — Pqffage 
of the Tigris. — The Retreat and Death of 
Julian. — EleRion of Jovian. — Pie faves the 
Roman Army by a dygr aceful Treaty. 

T^HE philofophical fable which Julian com- CHAP. 

jL 1. L ICXTV 

pofed under the name of the CiESAEs’', ^ . \ 
is one of the mofl agreeable and inftrufilive pro- The c^- 
dLi6lions of ancient wit^ During the freedom 
and equality of the days of the Saturnalia, Ro- 
mulus prepared a feaft for the deities of Olym- 
pus, who had adopted him as a worthy alfociate, 
and for the Roman princes, who had reigned 
over his martial people, and the vanquifhed na- 
tions of the earth. The immortals were placed 
in juft order on their thrones of ftate, and the 
table of the Caefars was fpread below the Moon, 

‘ See this fable or fatire, p. 306 — 336. of the Leipfig edition of 
Julian’s works. The French verfion of the learned Ezekiel Spanheim 
(Paris, 1083.) is coarfe, languid, and corredl; and his notes, proofs, 
illuftrations, &c. are piled on each otlier till they form a mafs of 557 
clofe-priuted quarto pages. The Abbe de la Bleterie (Vie de Jovien, 
tom. i. p. 241 — 393-) has more happily expreffed thelpirit, as well as 
the fenfe, of the original, which he illuflxates with fome concife and 
curious notes. 

^ Spanlieim (in his preface) has moft learnedly difcufied Ule ety- 
mology, origin, refemblance, and difagreement of the Greek 
a dramatic, piece, which was adled after the tragedy j and the Latin 
fatires (from Satura) a mifcellaneous coinpolitlon, either in prole 
or verfe. But the. Ccefars of Julian are of fuch an original call, that 
the critic is perplexed to which clafe he fliould afcribe them. 
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CHAP, ill the upper region of the air. The tyrants^ 

, * , who would have difgraced the fociety of gods 

and men were thrown headlong, by the inex- 
orable Nemefis, into the Tartarean abyfs. The 
reft of the Gaefars fucceffively advanced to their 
feats; and, as they pafted, the vices, the defeats, 
the blemifiies of their refpe6live charadters, were 
malicioufly noticed by old Silenus, a laughing 
moralift, who di%uifed the wifdom of a philofo- 
pher under the matk of a Bacchanal % As fooii 
as the feaft was ended, the voice of Mercury 
proclaimed the will of Jupiter, that a celeftial 
crown fliould be the reward of fuperior merit. . 
Julius Ceefar, Auguftus, Trajan, and Marcus 
Antoninus, were felefited as the moft illuftrious 
candidates; the eifeminate Conftantine ^ was not 
excluded from this honourable competition, and 
the great Alexander was invited to dilpute the 
prize of glory with the Roman heroes. Each of 
the candidates was allowed to difplay the merit 
of his own exploits ; but, in the judgment of 
the gods, the modeft filence of Marcus pleaded 
more powerfully than the elaborate orations of 
his haughty rivals. When the judges of this 
awful conteft proceeded to examine the heart, 
and to fcrutinize the Iprings of adtion ; the fii- 
periority of the Imperial Stoic appeared till 

^ This mixed chara(Sler of Silenus is finely painted in the fixth 
eclogue of Virgil. 

Every impartial reader muft perceive and condemn the partia*- 
lity of Julian againft his uncle Conftantine, and the Chriftian religion. 
On this occafion, the interpreters are compelled, by a more facred 
intereft, to renounce their allegiance, and to defert the caufe of their 
author. 


more 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


141 

ipore deciflve and confpicuous ^ Alexander c H A P. 
and G^far, Augiiftiis, Trajan, and Conftantine, a 

acknowledged, with a bluili, that fame, or power, 
or pleafure, had been the important object of 
their labours : but the gods themfelves belieid, 
with reverence and love, a virtuous mortal, who 
had pradfcifed on the throne the leffons of philo- 
fophj ; and who, in a ftate of human imperfec- 
tion, had afpired to imitate the moral attributes 
of the Deity. The value of this agreeable com- 
polition (the Casfars of Julian) is enhanced by 
the rank of the author. A prince, who delineates, 
with freedom, the vices and virtues of his pre- 
■ decelfors, fubfcribes, in every line, the cenfure 
or approbation of his own condtidl. 

In the cool moments of reflection, Julian pre- Herefolves 
ferred the ufeful and benevolent virtues of An- 2*^*6 
toniniis ; but his ambitious fpirit was inflamed perfians, 
by the glory of Alexander ; and he folicited, 3^®* 
with equal ardour, the efteem of the wife, and 
the applaiife of the multitude. In the feafon of 
life, when the powers of the mind and body 
enjoy the moil adlive vigour, the Emperor, who 
was inilrudled by the experience, and animated 
by the fuccefs of the German war, refolved to’ 
fignalize his reign by fonie more fplendid and 
memorable atchievement. The ambafladors of 


* Julian was fecretly inclined to prefer a Greek to a Roman. But 
when he ferioufly compared a hero with a philofopher, he was fenfible 
that mankind had much greater obligations to Socrates than, to Alex- 
ander (Orat. ad ThemilUum, p. a64.). ^ 
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the Eaft, from the continent of India, and the 
ifle of Ceylon had refpe6tfully fainted the Eo- 
man purple The nations of the Weft efteemed 
and dreaded the perfouai virtues of Julian, both 
in peace and war. He defpifed the trophies of 
a Gothic vidloiy®, and was fatisfied that the 
rapacious Barbarians of the Danube would be 
reftrained from any future violation of the 
faith of treaties by the terror of his name, and 
the additional fortifications with which he 
ftrengthened the Thracian and Illyrian frontiers. 
The fuccefifor of Cyrus and Ar taxer xes w^as the 
only rival whom he deemed worthy of his arms ; 
and he refolved, by the final conqueft of Perfia, 
to chaftife the haughty nation which had fo long 

” Iiide iiationibus Indicis certatim cum donis optimates mitten- 
tibus . . . ab ufque Divis et Serendivts. Ammian. xx. 7. This 
iflandj to which the names of Taprobanaj Serendibj and Ceylon, 
have been fucceffively applied, manifefts how imperfectly the feas 
and lands to the eaft of cape Comorin were known to the Romans. 
I. Under the Reign of Claudius, a fi-eedman, who fai'med the ciif- 
toms of the Red Sea, was accidentally driven by the winds upon 
this ftrange and undifcovered coaft: he converfed fix months with 
the natives, and the King of Ceylon, who heard, for the firft time, of 
the power and jufiiice of Rome, was perfuaded to fend an embafly 
to the Emperor (Plin. Hift. Nat. vi. 34.). a. The geographers (and 
even Ptolemy) have magnified, above fifteen times, the real fizeofthis 
new world, which they extended as far as the equator, and the neigh- 
bourhood of China. 

Thelc erabaflies had been fent to Conftantius. Ammianus, who 
unwai-ily deviates into grofs flattery, muft have forgotten the length 
of the way, and the Ihort duration of the reign of Julian. 

Cotlios faepe failaces et perfidos; hoftes quEerere fe meliores 
aiebat : illis enim fufficere mercatores Galatas per quos ubique fine 
cbaditionis difcrimine venumdahtur. Within lels than fifteen, years, 
tliefe Gothic flaves threatened and fubdued their mafters. 
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relifted and infulted the majefty of Eome As chap. 
foon as the Perfian monarch was informed that . 

the throne of Conftantiiis was filled by a prince 
of a very difterent character, he condelcended to 
make fome artful, or perhaps lincere, overtures, 
towards a negociation for peace. But the pride 
of Sapor was aftoniftied by the firmnefs of Ju- 
lian ; who fternly declared, that he would never 
corifent to hold a peaceful conference among the 
fiames and ruins of the cities of Mefopotamia ; 
and who added, with a fmiie of contempt, that 
it was needlefs to treat by ambaftadors, as he 
himfelf had determined to vifit fpeedily the court 
of Peril a. The impatience of the Emperor urged 
the diligence of the military preparations. The 
generals were named, a formidable army was 
deftined for this important fervice ; and Julian, 
marching from Conftantinople through the pro- 
vinces of Alia Minor, arrived at Antioch' about 
eight months after the death of his predeceflbr. 

His ardent delire to march into the heart of 
Perlia, was checked by the indifpenfable duty 
of regulating the ftate of the empire ; by his 
zeal to revive the worlhip of the gods ; and by 
the advice of his wifeft friends ; who reprefented 
the neceffity of allowing the falutary interval of 
winter-quarters, to reftore the exhaufted ftrengtli 

® Alexander reminds his rival Cjefar, who depreciated the fame 
and merit of an Afiatic vidloiy, that Craflus and Antony had felt the 
Perfian arrows ; and that the Romans, in a war of three hundred 
years, had not yet fubdued the fingle province of Mefopotamia or 
iilTyria (Csefares, p.3a4.) - . 
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CHAP, of the legions of Gaul, an d the difciplitie and 
, , Ipirit of the Eaftern troops. Julian was per- 

Julian pro- fnaded to fix, till the enfuing fpring, his red- 
dence at Antioch, among a people malicioufiy 
nopie to*^" difpofed to deride the hafte, and to cenfiire the 
Antioch, delays, of their fovereign 
Licendous Julian had flattered himfelf that his per- 
mannersof foiial conuedtion with the capital of the Eaft 
SaSl produ6live of mutual fatisfa61;ion to 

the prince and people, he made a very falfe efti- 
mate of his own chara6ler, and of the manners 
of Antioch The warmth of the climate dif- 
pofed the natives to the molt intemperate en- 
joyment of tranquillity and opulence *, and the 
lively licentioufnefs of the Greeks was blended 
with the hereditary foftnefs of the Syrians. 
Eafliion was the only law, pleafure the only pur- 
fuit, and the fplendor of drefs and furniture 
was the only diflin^lion of the citizens of An- 
tioch. The arts of luxury were honoured ; the 
ferioLis and manly virtues were the fubje6t of 
ridicule 5 and the contempt for female modefty 
and reverent age, announced the iiniverfal cor- 
ruptign of the capital of the Eaft. The love of 
fpe6lacles was the tafte, or rather paflion, of the 
Syrians.: the moft fkilful artifts were procured 

The defign of the Perfian war is dec^red by Ammianus (xxii. 
7. la.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 79, 80. p. 305, 3o6.)> Zofimus 
(I. Hi. p. 158.), and Socrates (1. iii. c. 19.).- 

“ The Satire of Julian, and the Homilies of St. Chryfoftom, ex- 
hibit the fame pidfcure of Antioch. The miniature which the Abbe 
de la Bleterie has copied from thence (Vie de Julieii, p. 3 3 a.)? is ele- 
gant and correil. 


from 
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'from the adjacent cities a coniiderable (hare g H A P* 
of the revenue was devoted to the public araufe- , , 

inents ; and the magnificence of the games of 
the theatre and circus was confidered as the hap- 
pinefs, and as the glory of Antioch. The r Lift ic 
manners of a prince who difdained fuch glory, 
and was infenlibie of fuch happinefs, foon 
difgufted the delicacy of his fubjedls ; and the 
efteminate Orientals could neither imitate, nor 
admire, the fevere fimplicity which Julian al ways 
maintained, and fonaetimes affedfced. The days 
of feftivity, confecrated by ancient cuftom to 
the honour of the gods, were the only occafions 
in which Julian relaxed his philofophic feverityj 
and thofe feftivals were the only days in which 
the Syrians of Antioch could rejedl the allure- 
ments of pleafure. The majority of the people 
fupported the glory of the Chriftian name, which 
had been firft invented by their anceftors j they 
contented themfelves with difobeying the moral 
precepts, but they were fcrupuloufly attached to 
the fpeculative dodlrines, of their religion. The 
church of Antioch was diftradled by herefy and 
fchifm j but the Arians and the Athanafians, the 

Laodicea furniflied charioteers j Tyre and Berytus, come- 
dians j Cssfarea, pantomimes; Heliopolisj fingers; Gaza, gladi- 
ators; Afcalon, wreftlers ; and Caftabala, rope-dancers. See the 
Expofitio totius Mundi, p. the third tome of Hudfon’s Minor 
Geographers. 

Xprov ayex.’ffuvTi?, E;^m ts Aw;. The people of 

Antioch ingenioufly profeiled their attachment to tlie CA' (ChriE}, 
and the Kajipa (Cphftantiws). Julian ia Mifopogon, p. 357. 

VOL. IV, L follower^ 
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c H AP. followers of Meletius and thofe of Paulinu§% 
XXIV. actuated by the fame pious hatred of their 

common adverfary. 

Theiraver- The tlrongeft prejudice was entertained againll 
fion to Ju- chara6ter of an apoftate, the enemy and fuc- 
ceffor of a, prince who had engaged the affe6lions 
of a very numerous fedlj and the removal of 
St. Babylas excited an implacable oppofition to 
the perfon of Julian. His fiibje61:s complainedj 
with fuperftitious indignation, that famine bad 
purfued the Emperor’s fteps from Con flan tinople 
to Antioch j and the difcontent of a hungry 
people was exafperated by the injudicious at- 
Scarcity of ^teiupt to relieve their diftrefs. The inclemency 
com, and ‘of the feafon had affected the bar veils of Syria ; 

price of bread in the markets of An- 
tioch, had naturally rifen in proportion to the 
fcarcity of corn. But the fair and reafonable 
proportion was foon violated by the rapacious 

The fchifm of Antioch, which lafted eighty-five years (A, D. 
330 — 415.), was inflamed, while Julian refided in that city, by the 
indifcreet ordination of Paulinus. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom.vii. 
p. 803. of the quarto edition (Paris, 1701, &c.), which henceforward 
I fliall quote. 

Julian ftates three different proportions, of five, ten, or fifteen 
modii of wheat, for one piece of gold, according to the degrees of 
plenty and fcarcity, (in Mifopogon, p. 369.). From this fad, and 
from Ibrae collateral examples, I conclude, that under the fucceflbrs 
of Conllantine, the moderate price of wheat was about thirty-two 
Ihlllings the Englifli quarter, which is equal to the average price of 
the fixty-four firft years of the prefent century. See Arbutlinot’s 
Tables of Coins, Weights, and Meafures, p. 88, 89. Plin. Hift. 
Natur. xvlii. la. Mem. de I’Academle des Infcriptions, tom. xxvili. 
p. 718 — 72,1. Smith’s Inquiry into the Nature and Caufes of the 
Wealth of Nations, vol.I. p.a46v This laft I am proud to quote, 

as the work of a fage and a friend. 


arts 
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arts of monopoly. In this unequal conteft, in chap. 
which the produce of the land is claimed by one 
party, as his exclufive property 5 is ufed by 
another as a lucrative objedl of trade •, and is 
required by a third for the daily and neceffary 
fupport of life; all the profits of the interme- 
diate agents are accumulated on the head of the 
defencelefs confumers. The hardfliips of their 
fituation were exaggerated and increafed by their 
own impatience and anxiety ; and the apprehen- 
fion of a fcarcity gradually produced the appear- 
ances of a famine. When the luxurious citizens 
of Antioch complained of the high price of poul- 
try and fifli, Julian publicly declared, that a 
frugal city ought to be fatisfied with a regular 
fupply of wine, oil, and bread ; but he acknow- 
ledged, that it was the duty of a fovereign to 
provide for the fubfiftence of his people. With 
this falutary view, the Emperor ventured on a 
very dangerous and doubtful Hep, of fixing, by 
legal authority, the value of corn. He enadled, 
that, in a time of fcarcity, it Ihould be fold at a 
price which had feldom been known in the moll 
plentiful years, and that his owm example might 
llrengthen his laws, he fent into the market four 
hundred and twenty-two thoufand modii, or mea- 
fures, which were drawn by his order from the 
granaries of Hierapolis, of Chalcis, and even of 
Egypt. The confequences might have been 
forefeen, and were foon felt. The Imperial 
wheat was purchafed by the rich merchants ; the 
proprietors of land, or of corn, withheld from 
La the' 
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e H A P, tli(3 cit j tbe accuflomed fupply ; and the fmall 
quantities that appeared in the market were 
' fecretly fold at an advanced and illegal price, 
Julian dill continued to applaud his own policy, 
treated the complaints of the people as a vain 
and ungrateful murmur, and convinced Antioch 
that he had inherited the obftinacy, though not 
the cruelty, of his brother Gallus The re- 
inondrances of the municipal fenate ferved only 
to exafperate his inflexible mind. He was per- 
fuaded, perhaps with truth, that the fenators of 
Antioch tvho poflefled lands, or were concerned 
in trade, had themlelves contributed to the 
calamities of their country ; and he imputed the 
difrelpedtfiil boldnefs which they affumed, to the 
fenfe, not of public duty, but of private intereft. 
The whole body, confiding of two hundred of 
the mod noble and weaHIiy citizens, were fent 
under a guard from the palace to the prifon ; 
and though they were permitted, before the dole 
of evening, to return to their refpedlive houfes’"’, 
the Emperor himfelf could not obtain the for- 
givenefs which he had fo eafily granted. The 
fame grievances were dill the fubjedl of the fame 
complaints, which were induftrioudy circulated 
by the wit and levity of the Syrian Greeks. 

Nuiiquam a propofito declihabat, Galli firailis fratrls, licet in» 
cruentus. Aromian. xxii. 14. The ignorance of the moft enhghtened 
princes may claim feme excufe ; but -Hre cannot be fatisfied with Ju- 
lian’s own defence (in Mifopogon, p. 368, 369.), or the elaborate apo- 
logy of Libanius (Orat. Parental. c.xcvii, p. 321.), 

’’ Their Ihort and eafy confinement is gently touched by Libanius, 
(Orat. Parental, c. xcviii. p. 332, 323.). 


During 
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During the licentious days of the Satiirnaliaj the c H it Pi 
ilreets of the city refoii.nded with infolent fongs^ xxiv. . 
which derided the laws, the religion, the per-' 
fonal condudt, and even the of the Empe- 
ror; and the fpirit of Antioch was manifefted 
by the connivance of the magiflrates, and the 
applaufe of the multitude The difciple of 
iSocrates was too d eeply atfec^ed by thefe popular 
infults; but the monarch, endowed with quick 
fenlibility, and potfeffed of abfolute power, re- 
fufed his paffions the gratification of revenge. 

A tyrant might have proferibed, without diftinc- 
tion, tlie lives and fortunes of the citizens of 
Antioch; and the unwarlike Syrians mull have 
patiently fubmitted to the liifl, the rapacioufnefs, 
and the cruelty, of the faithful legions of Gaul. 

A milder fentence might have deprived the 
capital of the Eafi of its honours and privileges ; 
and the courtiers, perhaps the fnbje^s, of Julian, 
would have applauded an a<Sl of jufl'ice, whieh 
afierted the dignity of the fupreme magiftrate of 
the republic'®. But inftead of abufing, or ex- 
erting, the authority of the ftate, to revenge his 
perfonal injuries, Julian eontented- himfelf with 
an inoffenfi ve mode of retaliation, which it would 

againft' 

Libanius (ad Antibchenos' de Iraperi,tori& ira, c. 17, 18, 19, in Antioch. 
Fabricius, Bibllot. GrECC. tom. vii. p. aai— aa^.), like a ffiilful advo- 
cate, feverely cenfures the folly of the people, -who fiiffered for the 
crime of a few oblhure and drunken wretches. 

Libauius (ad Antiochen. c. vii. p. a 13.) reminds Antioch of 
the recent chaftifement ofCsefarea; and even Julian (in Mifopogon, 

P* 3 SS‘) infinuates how feverelyTarentum had expiated the* infiilt to 
the Roman ambalTadors. 

I' 3 


be 
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be iE tbe power of few princes to employ. He 
had been infulted by fatires and libels 5 in bis 
turn he compofed, under the title of the Enemg 
of the Beard, an ironical confelBon of his own 
faults, and a fevere fatire of the licentious and 
effeminate manners of Antioch. This Imperial 
reply was publicly expofed before the gates of 
the palace; and the Misopogon“ Hill remains 
a tingular monument of the refentment, the wit, 
the humanity, and the indifcretion, of Julian, 
Though he affedted to laugh, he could not 
forgive His contempt was expreffed, and 
his revenge might be gratified, by the nomina- 
tion of a governor®"' worthy only of fuch fub- 
3e6ts : and the Emperor, for ever renouncing 
the ungrateful city, proclaimed his refolution to 
pafs the enfuing winter at Tarfus in Cilicia®^. 

** On the fubjeA of the Milbpogon, fee Ammianus (xxii. 14.)^ 
LIbanius. (Orat, Parentalis, c. xcix. p. 3a3.)» Gregory Nazianzcn 
(Orat.iv. p* i33*)j and the Chronicle of Antioch, by John Malela 
(tom. ii. p. 15, 16.). I have elTential obligfitions to the tranflatioir 
and notes of the Abbe de la Bleterie (Vie de Jovien, tom. ii. p. i— 
138.). 

“ Ammianus very juftly remarks, Coailus difllmulare pro tempore 
ira fuSlabatur interna. The elaborate irony of Julian at length burfts 
forth into ferious and direift inveftive. 

“ Ipfe autem Antiochiam egrelTurus, Heliopoliten quendam 
Alexandrum Syriac® jurifdI<Stioni pr®fecit, turbulentum et fevum ; 
dicebatque non ilium meruifle, fed Antiochenfibus avaris et contu. 
meliofis hujufmodi judicem convenire. Ammian. xxiii. a. Liba- 
ulus (Epift. yaa. p. 346, 347.), who confefles to Julian himfelf, 
that he had lhared the general difcontent ; pretends that Alexander 
was an ufeful, though harlh, reformer of the manners and religion of 
Antioch. 

Julian, in Mifopogon, p. 364. Ammian. xxiii. a. and Valefius 
ad loc. Libanius, in a pyofeffed oration, invites him to return to his 
loyal and penitent city of Antioch, 

Yet 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


ijr 

Yet Antioch poffeffed one citizen, whofe ge- c H A F. 
nius and virtues might atone, in the opinion of . ; 

Julian, for the vice and folly of his country. Thefo- 
The fophift Libanius was born in the capital 
of the Eaft ; he publicly profeffed the arts of a.d. 
rhetoric and declamation at Nice, Nicomedia, ^^^4— 39°? 
Conftantinople, Athens, and, during the re- 
mainder of his life, at Antioch. His fchool was 
afliduoufly frequented by the Grecian youth ; 
his difciples, who fometimes exceeded the 
number of eighty, celebrated their incompa- 
rable mailer 5 and the jealouly of his rivals, who 
perfecuted him from one city to another, con- 
firmed the favourable opinion which Libanius 
oilentatioufly difplayed of' his fuperior merit. 

The praeceptors of Julian had extorted a raili 
but folemn affurance, that he would never 
attend the lectures of their adverfary : the curio- 
fity of the royal youth was checked and inflamed: 
he fecretly procured the writings of this dah^ 
gerous fophid, and gradually furpaiied, in the 
perfe( 5 b imitation of his ftyle, the moft laborious 
of his domedic pupils When Julian afcended 
the throne, he declared his impatience to em- 
brace and reward the Syrian fophid, who had 
preferved, in a degenerate age, the Grecian 
purity of tade, of manners, and of religion. 

The Emperor’s prepoflefiion was increafed and 
judified by the difcreet pride of his favourite. 

Indead of preffing, with the foremod of the 

' ^ X(ib2muS| Orat. Parent. %viif 1 , 

I* 4 crpwdj^ 
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c H A p. crowd, into tbe palace of Conflantinople, Liba- 
XXIV. jjjyg calmly expeded bis arrival at Antiocli ; 
withdrew from court on the foil fymptoms of 
coldnefs and indbference; required a formal in- 
vitation for each vifit; and taught his fovereign 
an important lefibn, that he might command tbe 
obedience of a fubjedt, but that he mull deferve 
tbe attachment of a friend. The fophilts of 
every age, defpifing, or affe^ling to delpife, the 
accidental diltin6lions of biith and fortune "■% 
referve their elleem for tlie fuperior qualities of 
the mind, with which they themfeives are lb 
plentifully endowed. Julian might difdain the 
acclamations^f a venal court, who adored the 
Imperial purple*, but he was deeply flattered by 
the praife, the admonition, the freedom, and the 
envy of an independent pbilofopher, who re- 
fufecl his favours, loved his perlbn, celebrated 
his fame, and protedled his memory. The volu- 
minous writings of Libanius Hill exillj for the 
moll part, they are the vain and idle compoli- 
tions of an orator, who cultivated the fcience of 
w or ds I thepvodudlions of a reclufcfeude nt, whofe 
mind, regardlefs of his contemporaries, was in- 
cellantly fixed on the Tt'ojanxvaj, and the Athe- 
nian commonwealth. Yet the fophifl: of Antioch 
fometiines defcended from this imaginary eleva- 
tion^ he. eiitertained a various and elaborate 

"5 Eunapius reports, th^t Libanius refufed the honorary rank 
o£ Prretorian praefea, as- leJs ilinftrious. than tlie title of S(3phift fin 
Vit. Sophitt. p. 135.). The critics hav'e obferr^ed a fimilar fenti- 
mentin one of the epiftl^ (xyiii, edit. Woif ) of Libanius him- 
felf. ■ 

id 


corre- 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE^ 


.153 


eoiTefpondence 5 he pi-aifed the virtues of Ids e K A P< 


own times j he boldly arraigned the abufes of 
public and private, life 5 and he eloquently 


pleaded the caufe of Antioch againll the juft 


refentraent of Julian and Theodofiiis. It is the 


common calamity of old ageA^, to lofe whatever 
might have rendered it defirable ; but Libanius 
experienced the peculiar misfortune of furviving 
the religion and the fciences, to which he had 
confecrated his genius. The triend of Julian 
was an indignant ipectator of the triumph of 
Chriflianity ; and his bigotry, which darkened 
the profpe^l of the vifible world, did not infpire 
Libanius wnth any lively hopes of celeftial glory 
and happinefsA®, 

The martialimpatience of Julian urged him March of 
to take the held in the beginniug of the fpring; 
and he difmiffed, with contempt and reproach, phrates, 
the fenate of Antioch, who; accompaikd the 


Near two thoufand of his letters, a mode of compofition iu 
which Libanius %vas thought to excel, are ftill extant, and already 
publifhed. The critics may praife their fubfde and elegant brevity ; 
yet Dr. Bentley (Diflertation upon Phalaris, p. 487.) might julUy, 
tliought quaintly,, obferve, that « you feel by the emptinefs and 
“ deadnefs of them, that you converfe with forae dreaming pedant, 
« with his elbow on his deflc.” , . , 

His birth is affigned to the year 314. He mentions the feventy- 
fixth year of his age (A.D. 390.), and feCms to allude to fome 
events of a flill later date. 

Libanius has compofed the vain, prolix, but curioua narrative 
of his own life (tom. ii. p. 1 — 84. edit. Morell.), of which Euna- 
pius (p. 130 — 135*) lias left a concife and unfavourable account. 
Among the moderns, Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom, iv. 
. p. 571 — 576.), Eabricius (Bibliot. (^-sec. tom. vii. p. 376 — 414.5, 
and Lardner (Heathen Tfeftimpnies, tom. iv. p. ia 7’ — 163.}, have 
jlluftrated the charafter and writings of this famous fopKift. 

Emperor 
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CHAP. Emperor beyond the limits of their own territoryj 
, to which he was refolved never to return. After 

a laborious march of two days^'’, he halted on 
the third at Beraea, or Aleppo, where he had 
the mortification of finding a fenate almoll en- 
tirely Chriftian; who received with cold and 
formal demonftrations of refpedt, the eloquent 
fermon of the apoftle of paganifm. The fon of 
one of the moft illuftrious citizens of Berma, who 
' had embraced, either from intereil or confcience, 
the religion of the Emperor, was difinherited by 
his angry parent. The father and the fon were 
invited to the Imperial table. Julian, placing 
himfelf between them, attempted, without fuc- 
cefs, to inculcate the leffon and example of to- 
leration ; fupported, with affe 6 led cahnnefs, the 
indifcreet zeal of the aged Chriftian, who feemed 
to forget the fentiments of nature, and the duty 
of a fubjedl ; and at length turning towards the 
aiSidled youth, « Since you have loft a father,” 
faid he, “ for my fake, it is incumbent on me 
to fupply his place The Emperor was re- 
ceived in a manner much more agreeable to his 
willies at Batnas, a fmail town pleafantly feated 

From Antioch to Lltarbe, on the territory of Chalcis* the road. 
Over hUls and through moralles, was extremely bad i and the loofe 
ftones were cemented only with fand (Julian, epift. xxvii.). It is 
lingular enough, that the Romans Ihould have negledled the great 
communication between Antioch and the Euphrates. See Wefleling. 
Itinerar. p. 190. Bergier, Hift. des Grands Chemins, tom. ii. p. 100. 

^ Julian alludes to this incident (epift. xxvii.), which is more 
diftinffly related by Theodoret (I. iii. c. The intolerant fpirk 
of the father is applauded by Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, 
tom. iy. p. 534.), and even by La Bleterie (Vie de Julien, P.4J3.). 

15 in 
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Ill a grove of cypreffes, about twenty miles from c 
the city of Hierapolis. The folemn rites of fa- 
crifice were decently prepared by the inhabi- 
tants of Batnse, who feemed attached to the wor» 
fliip of their tutelar deities, Apollo and Jupiter ; 
but the ferious piety of Julian was offended by 
the tumult of their applaufe j and he too clearly 
difcerned, that the finoke which arofe from their 
altars was the incenfe of flattery, rather than of 
devotion. The ancient and magnificent temple^ 
which had fandtified, for fo many ages, the city 
of Hierapolis^', no longer fubliftedj and the 
confecrated wealth, which afibrded a liberal 
maintenance to more than three hundred priefls, 
might haften its downfal. Yer Julian enjoyed 
the fatisfa^ion of embracing a philofopher and 
a friend, whofe religious firmnefs had withftood 
the prelfing and repeated folicitations of Con- 
ftantius and Gallus, as often as thofe princes 
lodged at his houfe, in their pafiTage through 
Hierapolis. In the hurry of military preparation, 
and the earelefs confidence of a familiar corre- 
fpondence, the zeal of Julian appears to have 
been lively and uniform. He had now under- 
taken an important and difficult war : and the 
anxiety of the event rendered him ftill more 
attentive to obferve and regifter the molt trifling 
prefages, from which, stccording to the. rules of 
divination, any knowledge of futurity could be 

See tlie curious treatife de Dea Syria* itiferted among the works 
of Lucian (tom. iii. p. 451 — 490. edit. Reitz.). The Angular ap- 
pellation of Niniis wtus (Ammian. xiv. 8.) might induce a fufpicion> 
that Hierapolis had been the royal feat of the AlTyrians. 

derived® 
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C H AP, derived 'He informed Libanius of his pro- 
grefs as far as Hierapolis, by an elegant epiftle^-', 
which difplays the facility of his genius, and his 
tender friendfhip for the fophifl of Antioch. 

His defign Hierapolis, fituate almofl on the banks of the 
bgTerta. Euphrates^^, had been appointed for the general 
rendezvous of the Roman troops, who imme- 
diately paffed the great river on a bridge of boats,, 
which was previoiifly conflru 61 ;ed . If the in- 
clinations of Julian had been fimilar to thofe of 
his predeceffor, he might have wafted the a 61 ;ive 
and important feafon of the year in the circus 
of Samofata, or in the churches of Edeffa. But as 
the warlike Emperor, inftead of Conftantius, had 
chofen Alexander for bis, model, he advanced 
without delay to Carrhse , a very ancient city of 
Mefopotamia, at the diftance of fourfcore miles 
from Hierapolis. The temple of the Moon at- 
tradled the devotion of Julian ; but the halt of a 
few days was principally employed in completing 


Julian fepift. xxwi.) kept a regular account of all the fortu- 
nate omens; but he fupprelTes the inaufpicious figns, which Am- 
mianus (xxiii. %.)■ has carefully recordedi 
Julian^ epift. xxvii. p. 399 — 403. 

I take the earlieft opportunity of acknowledging my obliga- 
tions to Mi d’Anville, for his recent geography of the Euphrates and 
Tipis (Paris, 1780, in 4to.)i, which particularly illuftrates the expe- 
dition of Julian. - 

There are three paflages within a few miles of each other ; 
I. Zeugma, celebrated by the ancients ; 3. Bir, frequented by the 
moderns; and, 3. The bridge of Menbigz^ or Hierapolis, at the 
diftance of four paralangs from the city. 

Haran, or Carrhas, was the ancient refidence of the Sabseans, 
and of Abraham. See the Index Geographicus of Schultens (ad 
calcem Vit. Saladin.},, a work from, which I have obtained much 
Oriental knowledge,, concerning the ancient and modern geography 
tf Syria and the adjacent countries. 


the 
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tlie immeiife preparations of the Perfian war. chap. 
The fecret of the expedition had hitherto re- , j 
inained in his own bread j bnt as Carrhaa is the 
point of reparation of the two great roads, he 
could no longer conceal, whether it was his de- 
fign to attack the dominions of Sapor on the 
fide of the Tigris, or on that of the Euphrates. 

The Emperor detached an army of thirty thoii- 
fand men, under the command of his kinfman 
Procopius, and of Sebaftian, who had been Duke 
of Egypt. They were ordered to direct their 
march towards Nifihis, and to fecure the frontier 
from the defultory incurfions of the enemy, be- 
fore they attempted the paffage of the Tigris; 

Their fiibfequent operations were left to the dif- 
cretion of the generals ; but Julian expedted, 
that after w^afling with fire and fword the fertile 
diflridls of Media and Adiabene, they might 
arrive under the walls of Ctefiphon about the 
fame time, that he himfelf^ advancing with equal 
Heps along the banks of the Euphrates, fhoiild 
befiege the capital of the Perfian monarchy. The Difaffec- 
fiiccefs of this well-concerted plan depended, in ^onofthe 
a great meafure, on the powerful and ready Armenia, 
affiftance of the King of Armenia, who, with- 
out expofing the fafety of his own dominions, 
might detach an army of four thoufand horfe, 
and twenty thoufand foot, to the affiftance 
of the Romans But the feeble Arfaqes Ti- 

See Xenophon. Cyropoed. 1 . hi. p. 189. edit, Hutchinfon. 

Artavafdes might have fupplied Mare Antony with 16,000 horfe, 
armed and difciplined after the Parthian laanner (Plutarch, ia M, 

Antonio, tom. v. p. 1 1 7. ) . 
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c HAP. ranus^®. King of Armenia, had degenerated ftii! 

XXIV. iT^ore fliamefully than his father Chofroes, from 
the manly virtues of the great Tiridates 5 and 
as the pufillanimous monarch was averfe to any 
enterprife of danger and glory, he could diiguife 
his timid indolence by the more decent excufes 
of religion and gratitude. He exprelTed a pious 
attachment to the memory of Conftantius, from 
whofe hands he had received in marriage Olym- 
pias, the daughter of the praefedt Ablavius ; and 
the alliance of a female, wdio had been educated 
as the deftined wife of the Emperor Conftans, 
exalted the dignity of a Barbarian king®^ Tira- 
nus profeffed the Chriftian religion ; he reigned 
over a nation of Chriftians j and he was reftrained, 
by every principle of confcience and inter, eft, 
from contributing to the vidtory, which would 
confummate the ruin of the church. The alien- 
ated mind of Tiranus was exafperated by the 
indifcretion of Julian, who treated the King of 
Armenia as his Have, and as the enemy of the 
gods. The haughty and threatening ftyle of the 
Imperial mandates awakened the iecret indig- 

Mofes of Chorene (Hift. Afmeniac. 1 . iu..c. ii. p. 24*.) fixes his 
accefiioG (A.D. 354.) to the 17th year of Conftantius. 

Ammian. xx. ii. Athanafius (tom i. p. 856.) fays, in general 
terms, that Conftantius gave his brother’s widow tos 
an expreflion more fuitable to a Roman than a Chriftian. 

Ammlanus (xxili. a.) ufes a word much too foft for the oc- 
cafion, monuerat. Muratori (Fabricius, Bibliothec. Grsc. tom. vii. 
p. 86.) has publiihed an epiftle from Julian to the fatrap Arfaces ; 
fierce, vulgar, and (though it might deceive Sozomen, l.vi. c. 5.), 
moft probably fpurious. La Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien, tom. ii. p. 339.) 
tranflates andrejeifts it. 


nation 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 159 

nation of a prince, who, in the humiliating fiate c hap. 
of dependence, was ftill confcious of his royal 
defcent from the Arlacides, the lords of the Eall, 
and the rivals of the Roman power. 

The military difpofitions of Julian were Ikil- Military 
fully contrived to deceive the fpies, and to divert F^pa^a- 
the attention, of Sapor. The legions appeared 
to diredl their march towards Nilibis and the 
Tigris. On a fudden they wheeled to the right \ 
traverfed the level and naked plain of Carrhm ; 
and reached on the third day, the banks of the 
Euphrates, where the llrong town of Nicepho- 
rium, or Callinicum, had been founded by the 
Macedonian kings. From thence the Emperor 
purfued his march, above ninety miles, along 
the winding flream of the Euphrates, till, at 
length, about one month after his departure 
from Antioch, he difcovered the towers of Cir- 
cefiura, the extreme limit of the Roman domi- 
nions^, The army of Julian, the mod numerous 
that any of the Caefars had ever led againfl Per- 
lia, confided of fixty-five thoiifand efiedtive and 
well-difciplined foldiers. The veteran bands of 
cavalry and infantry, of Romans and Barbarians, 
had been feledted from the difierent provinces j 
and a juft pre-eminence of loyalty and valour 
was claimed by the hardy Gauls, who guarded 
the throne and perfon of their beloved prince. 

A formidable body of Scythian auxiliaries had 
been tranfported from another climate, and al- 
moil from another world, to invade a diftant 
country, of whofe name and fituation they were 
ignorant. The love of rapine and war allured 

to 
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P. to the Imperial ftandard feveral tribes of Sara- 
j ceiis, or roving Arabs, wliofe fervice Julian had 
commanded, while he ftefnly refufed the pay- 
ment of the accullomed fublldies. The broad 
channel of the Euphrates'^^ was crowded by a 
fleet of eleven hundred fliips, deftined to attend 
the motions, and to fatisfy the wants, of the 
Roman army. The military ftrength of the fleet 
was compofed of fifty armed gallies ; and thefe 
were accompanied by an equal number of flat- 
bottomed boats, which might occafionally be 
connedled into the form of temporary bridges. 
The reft of the fliips, partly conftrudted of tim- 
ber, and partly covered with raw hides, were 
laden with an almoft inexhauftible fupply of arms 
and engines, of utenfils and provilions. The 
vigilant humanity of Julian had embarked a very 
large magazine of vinegar and bifcuit for the 
life of the foidiers, but he prohibited the indul- 
gence of wine ; and rigoroufly flopped a long 
ftring of fuperfluoLis camels that attempted to 
follow the rear of the army. The river Cha- 
boras falls into the Euphrates at Circeflum*’"* 5 

LatllTimum flumen. Eupliratea artitbat. Ammlan. xxiii, 3. Some- 
what higher, at the fords of Thapfacus, the river is four ftadia or 800 
yards, almoft half an Englilh mile broad (Xenophon Anahafis, 1. i. 
p. 41. edit. Hutchinfon, with Fofter’s Obfervations, p. 39, See. in the 
ad volume of Spelnian’s tranflation). If the breadth of the Euphrates 
at Bir and Zeugma is no more than 130 yards ( Voyages de Niebuhr, 
tom.ii. p. 335-)5 enormous difference muft chiefly arile from the 
depth of the channel. 

•*' Monumentum tutiflimum et fabre polltum, cujus mcenia 
Abora (the Orientals afpire Chaboras or Chabour) et Euphrates 
amhiunt flumiua, velut fpatiam in&Iare ftngentes. Ammiam 

anci 
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and as foon as the trumpet gave the fignai of G h a p, 
march, the Romans palTed the little llream wliicli , . 

feparated two mighty and hoflile empires. The Julian en- 
ciiftom of ancient difcipiine required a military 
oration; and Julian embraced every opportunity ritories, 
of difplaying his eloquence. He animated the 
impatient and attentive legions by the example 
of the inflexible courage and glorious triumphs of 
their ancedors. He excited their refentment by 
a lively pi6lure of the infolence of the PeHians; 
and he exhorted them to imitate his linn refo- 
lution, either to extirpate that perfidious nation, 
or to devote his life in the caule of the republic^ 

The eloquence of Julian was enforced by a do- 
native of one hundred and thirty pieces of filver 
to every foidier; and the bridge of the Chaboras 
was inflantly cut slwhj , to convince the troops 
that they mufl place their hopes of fafety in the 
fuecefs of their arras. Yet the prudence of the 
Emperor induced him to fecure a remote frontier, 
perpetually expofed to the inroads of the hoflile 
Arabs. A detachment of four thoufand men 
was left at Circefium, which completed, to the ' 
number of ten thoufand, the regular garrifon of 
that important fortrefs 

From the moment that the Romans entered Hismai-di 
the enemy^s country % the country of an a6tive 

delertof 
and Mefopota'- 
, mia. 

The enterprife and armament of Julian are defcribed by him- 
felf (Epift. xxvil.)j Ammianus Marcellinus (Icxiii, 3, 4, 5.), 

Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 108, 109. p- 33*5 333.), Zofimus (I. iii. 
p. 160, 161,162.), SozomoH (1. vi. c. I.), and John Malela (tom. it. 

P-i?-)- 

Before he enters Perfia, Ammianus copioufly defcribes (xxiil. 6. 
p. 396—419. edit, Gronoy. in 4to.) the eighteen great fatrapies, or 
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CHAP, and artful enemy, the order of march was dif- 
, pofed in three columns The ftrength of the 
infantry, and confequently of the whole army, 
was placed in the centre, under the peculiar 
command of theirraafteivgeneralVidtor. On the 
right, the brave Nevitta led a column of feveral 
legions along the banks of the Euphrates, and 
almolf always in light of the fleet. The left 
flank of the army was protected by the column 
of cavalry. Hormifdas and Arinthseus were ap- 
pointed generals of the horfe ; and the lingular 
adventures of Hormifdas are not nndeferving 
of our notice. He was a Perfian prince, of the 
royal race of the SalTanides, who, in the troubles 
of the minority of Sapor, had efcaped from prifon 
to the hofpitable court of the great Conflantine. 
Hormifdas at firft excited the compaflion, and 
at length acquired the efteem, of his new mat- 
ters 5 his valour and fldelity raifed him to the 
military honours of the Roman fervice; and, 
though a Chrillian, he might indulge the fecret 
latisla6tion of convincing his ungrateful country, 
that an opprelied fubjedl may prove the molt 
dangerous enemy. Such was the difpolition of 
the three principal columns. The front and 

provinces (as far as the Sericj or Chinefe frontiers), which were fub- 
jeia to the Sallanides. 

Animianus (xxiv. i.) and Zofimus(l. Hi. p. 162, 163.) have ac- 
curately exprefled the order of march. 

The adventures of Hormifdas are related with fome mixture of 
fable (Zofimus, 1. II. p. ipo — 102 ; Tillemont, Hiii. des Empereurs, 
tom. iv. p. I yS.). It is almoft impoffible that he /hould be the broths 
(frater gennanus) of an eldeji and pfibumotis child ; nor do I recol- 

lea that Ammianus ever gives him that title. 

."flanks. 
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flanks of tlie army were covered by Lucilianus c M A. P. 
with a flying detachment of fifteen hundred light- . . 

armed foldiers, whofe active vigilance obferved 
the moft diflant figns, and conveyed the earlieft 
notice of any hofliie approach. Degalaiphiis, 
and SecimdinusDuke of Ofrhoene, conducted the 
troops of the rear-guard ; the baggage fecurely 
proceeded in the intervals of the columns j and 
the ranks, from a motive, either of ufe or oflen- 
tation, were formed in fiich open order, that the 
whole line of march extended alraoft ten miles. 

The ordinary poll of Julian was at the head of 
the centre column j but as he preferred the du- 
ties of a general to tlie.ftate of a monarch, he 
rapidly moved, with a fmall efcort of light ca- 
valry, to the front, the rear, the flanks, wherever 
his prefence could animate or protedl the march 
of the Roman army. The country which they 
traverfed from the Chaboras to the cultivated 
lands of AflTyria, may be confidered as a part of 
the defert of Arabia, a dry and barren walle, 
which could never be improved by the moft 
powerful arts of human induftry. Julian marched 
over the fame ground which had been trod above 
feven hundred years before by the footfteps of 
the younger Cyrus, and which is defcribed by 
one of the companions of his expedition, the fage 
and heroic Xenophon The countiy was a 

"'1 See the firft book of the Anabafis, p. 45, 4 ^, This pleafing 
work is oi'iginal and authentic. Yet Xenophon’s memory, perhap.? 
many years after the expedition, has fometimes betrayed hirnj and the 
diftances which he marks are often larger than either a foldier or a 
geographer will allow. 
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c Ti A P. plain tbrougliout, as even as the fea, and full 
.. . wormwood; and if any other kind of fliriibs 

“ or reeds grew there, they had all an aromatic 

“ finell, but no trees could be feen. Bullards 
“and oft riches, antelopes and wild affes ap- 
“ peared to be the only inhabitants of the defert; 

and the fatigues of the march were alleviated 
“ by the amufements of the chace.” The loofe 
fand of the defert was frequently raifed by 
the wind into clouds of diift : and a great num- 
ber of the foldiers of Julian, with their tents, 
were fuddenly thrown to the ground by the vio- 
lence of an unexpe<^ed huiTicane* 
liisfuccefs. The fandy plains of Mefopotamia were aban- 
doned to the antelopes and wild affes of the 
defert ; but a variety of populous towns and vil- 
lages were pleafantly fituated on the banks of the 
Euphrates, and in the iflands which are occa- 
fionally formed by that river. The city of An- 
nah, or Anatho"®, the adlual relideiice of an 
Arabian Emir, is compofed of two long ftreets, 
which inclofe, within a natural fortification, a 
fmall ifland in the mi dll, and two fruitful fpots 
on either fide, of the Euphrates. The warlike 
inhabitants of Anatho fliewed a difpofition to 

Ml'. Spelman, the Englilh tranflator of the Anabafis (vol. i. p.5 1*)» 
confounds the antelope with the roe-buck, and the wild afs with the 
zebra. 

See Voyages de Tavernier, part i, I. Hi. p. 316. and more 
efpecially Viaggi, di Pietro della Valle, tom.i. lett. xvii. p. 671, See. 

He was Ignorant of tlie old name and condition of Annah, Our 
blind travellers feldom polfefs any previous knowledge of the coun- 
tries which they vifit. Shaw and Tournefort deferve an honourable 
.exception.. 

flop 
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ftop the march of a Roman Emperor ; till they 
were diverted from fuch fatal prefumption, by the 
mild exhortations of Prince Hormifdas, and the 
approaching terrors of the fleet and army. They 
implored, and experienced, the clemency of 
Julian, who traiilplanted the people to an ad- 
vantageous fettlement near Chalcis in Syria, 
and admitted Pufeus, the governor, to an ho- 
nourable rank in his fervice and friendfliip. But 
the impregnable fortrefs of Tbilutha could fcorn 
the menace of a fiege ; and the Einperor was 
obliged to content himfelf with an infulting pro- 
inife that, when he had fubdued the interior 
provinces of Perfia, Thilutha would no longer 
refufe to grace the triumph of the conqueror. 
The inhabitants of the open towns, unable to 
reflll, and unwilling to yield, fled with preci- 
pitation j and their houfes, filled with fpoil and 
provifions, were occupied by the foldiers of Ju- 
lian, who maifacred, without re morfe, and with- 
out punilhment, fome defencelefs women. Dur- 
ing the march, the Surenas, or Perfian general, 
and Malek Rodofaces, the renowmed emir of the 
tribe of Gaffan^°, incefiantly hovered round the 
army : every llraggler was intercepted j every 
detachment was attacked ; and the valiant Hor- 
mifdas elcaped with forne difficulty from their 

Famofi nomlnis latro, fays Ammianus ; an high encomium for 
an Arab. The tribe of Gaflan had fettled on the edge of Syriaj 
and reigned fome time in Damafcnsj under a dynafty of thirty-one 
kings, or emirs, from the time of Pompey to that of the Khallf 
Omar. D’Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 360. Pococke, 
Specimen. Hift. Arabics, p, 75-^78., The name of Rodofaces does 
not appear in the lift. 
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,c HAP. hands. But the Barbarians were finally repiilfedi 
. the country became every day lefs favourable to 

the operations of cavalry; and when the Romans 
arrived at Macepra6la, they perceived the riiins 
of the wall, which had been condrufiled by the 
ancient kings ' of Alfyria, to fecure their domi- 
nions from the incurfions of the Medes. Thefe 
preliminaries of the expedition of Julian appear 
to have employed about fifteen days; and we may 
compute near three hundred miles from the for- 
trefs of Circefium to the wall of Macepradla 
Befcrip- The fertile province of Alfyria^% which 
Myril fti'etched beyond the Tigris, as far as the moun- 
tains of Media extended about four hundred 
miles from the ancient wall of Macepra6la to 
the territory of Bafra, where the united flreams 
of the Euphrates and Tigris difcharge themfelves 
into the Perfian Gulf^^ The whole country 

See Ammianus (xxiv. i, a.)> Libanius (Orat. Pai’entalj c. no, 
III. p. Zofimus (I. ili. p. 164 — 168.). 

The defcription of Aflyria is furniflied by Herodotus ( 1 . i. 
c. 192} &c.) who fometimes writes for children, and foraetimes for 
philofophers ; by Strabo ( 1 . xvi. p. 1070 — 1082.), and by Ammi- 
anus ( 1 . xxui. c. 6.). The moft ufeful of the modern travellers are 
Tavernier (part i. 1 . ii. p. 226 — 258.), Otter (tom. ii. p. 35— 69, 
and 189 — 224')> and Niebuhr (tom.iup. 172 — 288.). Yet-I much 
regret that the IraA Arabi of Abulfeda has not been tranflated. 

Ammianus remarks that the ■ primitive Aflyria, which com- 
prehended Ninus (Nineveh), aiid Arbela, had afliimed the more re- 
cent and peculiar appellation of Adiabene : and he Teems to fix Te- 
redon, Vologefia, and ApoUonia, as the extreme cities of the aftual 
province of Aflyria. 

The two rivers unite at Apamea, or Coma (one hundred miles 
from the Perfian Gulf), into the broad ftream of the Pafitigris, or 
Shat-ul-Arab. The Euphrates formerly reached the lea by a fepa^ 
rate channel, which was obftrudted and diverted by the citizens of 
Grchoe, about twenty miles to the fouth-eaft of modern Bafra 
(D’Anville, in the Memoires de TAcad. des Infcriptbns, tom.xxx, 
|).3 70“-J9i.). 

might 
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Blight have claimed the peculiar name of Mefo» c h A F. 
potamia ; as the two rivers, which are ^^ver 
more diftant than fifty, approach, between Bag- 
dad and Babylon, within twenty-five miles of 
each other. A multitude of artificial canals, 
dug without much labour in a foft and yielding 
foil, conne6led the rivers, and interfe6led the 
plain of Affyria. The ufe of thefe artificial 
canals were various and important. Theyferved 
to difcharge the fuperfluous waters from one 
river into the other, at the feafon of their refpcc- 
tive inundations. Subdividing themfelves into 
fmaller and fmaller branches, they refrefiied the 
dry lands and fupplied the deficiency of rain. 

They facilitated the intercourfe of peace and 
commerce ; and as the dams could be fpeedily 
broke down, they armed the defpair of the Ally- 
riaiis with the means of oppofing a fudden de- 
luge to the progrefs of an invading army. To 
the foil and climate of Affyria, nature had denied 
fpme of her choiceft gifts, the vine, the olive, 
and the fig-tree ; but the food which fupports 
the life of man, and particularly wheat and bar- 
ley, were produced with inexhauftible fertility j 
and the hulbandman, who committed his feed to 
the earth, was frequently rewarded with an in- 
creafe of two, or even of three, hundred. The 
face of the country was interfperfed with groves 
of innumerable palm-trees ; and the diligent 
natives celebrated either in verfe or profe, the 

The learned EsempfeiV as a botaniftj aft antiquaiy, and a tra- 
veller, has . exhaufted (Afticeftjtat. Exotic*, Fafcicul. iv. p. 660— 

764.) the whole iubjed of palm-trees. 
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CHAP, tliree hundred and fixty ufes to which the trunfey 
. the branches, the leaves, the juice, and the 

fruit, were Ikilfuhy applied. Several manufac-' 
tures, efpeciaily thofe of leather and linen, em- 
ployed the indiiilry of a numerous people, and 
afforded valuable materials for foreign trade ^ 
which appears however, to have been condudted 
by the hands of llrangers. Babylon had been 
converted into a. royal park; but near the ruins 
of the ancient capital, new cities had fucceffively 
arifen, and the populoufnels of the country was 
difplayed in the multitude of towns and villages, 
which were built of bricks, dried in the fun, and 
flrongly cemented with bitumen *, the natural 
and peculiar produdlion of the Babylonian foil. 
While the fuceelfors of Cyrus reigned over Afia, 
the province of Allyria alone maintained, during 
a third part of the year, the luxurious plenty of 
the table and hoiifebold of the Great King. 
Four conliderable villages were ahigned for the 
fubiiflence of bis Indian dogs ; eight hundred 
llallions, and fixteen thoufand mares, were con- 
flantly kept at the expence of the country, for 
the royal tlables; and as the daily tribute, which 
w^as paid to the latrap, amounted to. one Engliili. 
hufliel of filver, we, may compute the annual, 
revenue of Aff)Tia at more than twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling 

The 

51 - Afiyrra yielded to the Peifiaii fatrap zxi Ari aba of filver each' 
The well-knowii proportion of weights and meafures (fee 
Bilhop Hooper’s elaborate Inquiry), the fpecific gravity of water and 
filver, and the value of that metal, will afford, after a Ihort procefs, 
^he annual revenue which I have ftated. Yet the Great King re~ 

' ' , 4 ceivecl 
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The fields of AfiTyria were devoted by Julian c hap. 
to the calamities of war ; and the phiiofopher 
retaliated on a guiltlefs people the adts of rapine invafion of 
’and cruelty, which had been committed by their 
haughty mailer in the Roman provinces. The May. 
trembling Afiyrians fummoned the rivers to their 
aflillance ; and completed, with their own hands, 
the ruin of their country. The roads were ren- 
dered impradlicable j a flood of waters was 
poured into the camp ; and, during feveral days, 
the troops of Julian were obliged to contend 
with the moll difcouraging hardlhips. But every 
obllacle was llirmounted by the perfeverance of 
the legionaries, who were inured to toil as well 
as to danger, and who felt themfelves animated 
by the Ipirit of their leader. The damage was 
gradually repaired ; the waters were rellored to 
their proper channels ; whole groves of palm- 
trees were cut down, and placed along the 
broken parts of the road ; and the army paffed 
over the broad and deeper canals, mn bridges of 
floating rafts, which were fupported by the help 
of bladders. Two cities of Aflyria prefumed to 
refill the arms of a Roman Emperor : and they 
both paid the fevere penalty of their rallmefs. 

At the dillance of fifty miles from the royal reli- 
dence of Cteliphon, Perifabor, or Anbar, held Perifabor, 

ceived no more than 1000 Eaboic, or TjTian, talents (353,000!.) 
from Aflyria. The corapai-ifon of two paflages in Herodotus (1. i. 
c. 193. 1. iii. c. 89 — 96.) reveals an important difference between the 
grofs, and the net, revenue of Perfia ; the Aims paid by the province, 
and the gold or filver depofited in the royal treafure. The monarch 
might annually fave three millions fix Hundred thoufand pounds, of 
the feventeen or eighteen millions raifed npoa the people. 

the 
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CHAP. tliC fecond rank in the province ; a city, large, 
xxiv. populous, and well fortified, furrounded with a 
double wall, almofi; encompaffed by a branch of 
the Euphrates, and defended by the valour of 
a numerous garrifon. The exhortations of Hor- 
mifdas were repiilfed with contempt; and the 
ears of the Perfian prince were wounded by a 
juft reproach, that, unmindful of his royal birth, 
he conducted an army of ftrangers againft his 
king and country. The Affyrians maintained 
their loyalty by a fkilful, as well as vigorous, 
defence ; till the lucky ftroke of a battering ram, 
having opened a large breach, by lliattering one 
of the angles of the wall, they haft,ily retired into 
the fortifications of the interior citadel. The 
foldiers of Julian rulhed impetuoully into the 
town, and, after the full gratification of every 
military appetite, Perifabor was reduced to alhesj 
and the engines which afiiuilted the citadel were 
planted on the ruins of the fmoking lioufes. 
The conteft was continued by an inceffant and 
mutual difcharge of miffile weapons ; and the 
fuperiority which the Romans might derive from 
the mechanical powers of their baliftse and cata- 
pultm was counterbalanced by the advantage of 
the ground on the fide of the belieged. But as 
foon as an had been conftrii6led, which 

could engage on equal terms with the loftieft 
ramparts, the tremendous afpecSt of a moving 
turret, that would leave no hope of reliftance or 
of mercy, terrified the defenders of the citadel 
into an humble fubmifiioii; and the place was. 
furrendered only two days after Julian firft 

appeared 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 171 

appeared under the walls of Perifabor. Two chap. 
thoufand five hundred perfons, of both fexes, 
the feeble remnant of a flouriftiing people, were 
permitted to retire : the plentiful magazines of 
corn, of arms, and of Iplendid furniture, were 
partly diftributed among the troops, and partly 
referved for the public fervice : the ufelefs ftores 
were deflroyed by fire, or thrown into the ftream 
of the Euphrates ; and the fate of Amida was 
revenged by the total ruin of Perifabor. 

The city, or rather fortrefs, of Maogamalcha, ofMaoga- 
which was defended by fixteen large towers, a 
deep ditch, and two flrong and folid walls of 
brick and bitumen, appears to have been con- 
firu6led at the diflance of eleven miles, as the 
fafeguard of the capital of Perfia. The Em- 
peror, apprehenfive of leaving fuch an important 
fortrefs in his rear, immediately formed the fiege 
of Maogamalcha j and the Roman army was dif- 
tributed, for that purpofe, into three divifions. 

Vidtor, at the head of the cavalry, and of a 
detachment of heavy-armed foot, was ordered to 
clear the country, as far as the banks of the 
Tigris, and the fuburbs of Ctefiphon. The con- 
dudl of the attack was afiumed by Julian him- 
felf, who feemed to place his whole dependence, 
in the military engines which he eredled againft 
the walls ; while he fecretly contrived a more 
efficacious method of introducing his troops 
into the heart of the city. Under the diredtion 
of Nevitta and Dagalaiphus, the trenches were 
opened at a confiderable diftance, and gradually 
prolonged as far as the edge of the ditch. The 

ditch 
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. ditch was fpeedily filled with earth ; and, by the 
ineeffant labour of the troops, a mine was car- 
ried under the foundations of the walls, and 
fuftained, at fufficient intervals, by props of 
timber. Three chofen cohorts, advancing in a 
fingle file, filently explored the dark and dan- 
geroiis pafiage ; till their intrepid leader whif- 
pered back the intelligence, that he was ready 
to ilTue from his confinement into the ftreets of 
the hoftile city. Julian checked their ardour, 
that he might enfure their fiiccefs ; and imme- 
diately diverted the attention of the garrifon, 
by the tumult and clamour of a general aflault. 
The Perfians, who, from their wails, conteinp- 
tuoufiy beheld the progrefs of an impotent 
attack, celebrated, with fongs of triumph, the 
glory of Sapor j and ventured to afilire the 
Emperor, that he might afcend the fiarry man- 
fion of Ormiifd, before he could hope to take 
the impregnable city of Maogamalcha. The 
city was already taken. Hiftory has recorded 
the name of a private foldier, the firfl who 
afcended from the mine into a deferted tower. 
The paffage was widened by his companions, 
who prefied forwards with impatient valour. 
Fifteen hundred enemies were already in the 
midft of the city. The aftonifhed garrifoii 
abandoned the walls, and their only hope of 
fafety; the gates w^ere infiaotly burfl open p 
and the revenge of the foldier, unlefs it were 
fufpended by luft or avarice, was fatiated by an 
iindittinguifliing mafiacre. The governor, who. 
had yielded on a promife of mercy, was burnt 

alive. 
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alive, a few days afterwards, on a charge of hav- C 
log uttered fome difrefpe6tful words againft the ^ 
honour of Prince Hormifdas. The fortifications 
were razed to the ground; and not a vellige 
was leftj, that the city of Maogamalcha had ever 
exifled* The neighbourhood of the capital of 
Pei’fia was adorned with three ftately palaces, 
laborioiifly enriched with every production that 
could gratify the luxuiy and pride of an Eaftern 
monarch. The pleafant lituation of the gardens 
along the banks of the Tigris, was improved, 
according to the Perfian tatte, by the fymmetry 
of flowers, fountains, and fliady wmiks : and fpa- 
cious parks were inclofed for the reception of the 
bears^ lions, and wild boars, which wei’e main- • 
tained at a confiderabie expence for the pleafure 
of the royal chace. The park-walls were broke 
down, the flivage game was abandoned to the darts 
of the foldiers, and the palaces of Sapor were 
reduced to allies, by the command of the Roman 
Emperor. Julian, on this occafion, fhewed him- 
felf ignorant or carelefs, of the laws of civility, 
which the prudence or refinement of poliflied 
ages have ellabliflied betw'eeii hoflile prince£». 
Yet thefe wanton ravages need not excite in our 
breafls any vehement emotions of pity or refent- 
ment. A Ample, naked flatue, finiflied by the 
hand of a Grecian artifl, is of more genuine value 
than all thefe rude and coftly monuments of 
Barbaric labour: and, if we are more deeply 
affeCled by the ruin of a palace, than by the con- 
flagration of a cottage, our humanity muft have 

formed 
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c HAP. formed a very erroneous eflimate of the miferies 

XXIV. ^ of i^mYian life^L 

Perfonai JuHaii was an object of terror and hatred to 
jaHa^ Perfians : and the painters of that nation 
^ * reprefented the invader of their country under 

the emblem of a furious lion, who vomited from 
his mouth a confuming fire To his friends and 
foldiers the philofophic hero appeared in a more 
amiable light ; and his virtues were never more 
confpiciioufly difplayed, than in the laft, and 
moft adlive, period of his life. He prafilifed, 
without effort, and almoft without merit, the 
habitual qualities of temperance and fobriety. 
According to the dilates of that artificial wif- 
dom, which affumes an abfolute dominion over 
the mind and body, he fternly refufed himfelf 
the indulgence of the moll natural appetites 
Jn the warm climate of Afiyria, which folicited 
a luxurious people to the gratification of every 
fenfual defire % a youthfiii conqueror preferved 
his challity pure and inviolate : nor was Julian 

The operations of the AiTyrian war are circumftantlally related 
by Ammianus (xxiv. z, 3, 4, 5.}, Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. iiz — 
1^3* P* 335-— 347.)> Zofimus (!.“>• P* 168— 180.), and Gregory 
Nazializen (Orat. iv. p. 1x3. 144.). The military eriticlfme of the 
faint are devoutly copied by Tillemont, his faithful flave. 

Libanius de ulcifcencH Julian! nece, c. 13. p. i6z. 

The famous examples of Cyrus, Alexander, and Scipio, were 
aifls of juftice. Julian’s chaftity was voluntary, and, in his opinion, 
meritorious. 

Salluft (ap* Vet. Scholiaft. Juvenal, Satir. I. 104.) oiilerves, 
that nihil coiTuptius moiibus. The matrons and virgins of Baby- 
lon. freely mingled with the men, in licentious banquets; and as 
they felt the intoxication of wine and love, they gradually, and al- 
moft completely, threw alide the Incumbrance of drefs ; ad ultimura 
ima corporum velamenta projiciunt. Q. Curtius, v. i. 


ever 
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ever tempted, even by a motive of curiofity, to c H A P. 
vifit his female captives of exquifite beauty®*, , . 

who, inftead of relifting his power, would have 
difputed with each other the honour of his em- 
braces. With the fame firmnefs that he refitted 
the allurements of love, he fiiftained the hard- 
fliips of war. When the Romans marched through 
the flat and flooded country, their fovereign, on 
foot, at the head of his legions, thared their 
fatigues, and animated their diligence. In every 
ufeful labour, the hand of Julian Was prompt 
and ftrenuous : and the Imperial purple was wet 
and dirty, as the coarfe garment of the meaneft 
foldier. The two fieges allowed him fome re- 
markable opportunities of fignalizing his perfonal 
valour, which, in the improved ftate of the 
military art, can feldom be exerted by a prudent 
general. The Emperor flood before the citadel 
of Perifabor, infenfible of his extreme danger, 
and encouraged his troops to burft open the 
gates of iron, till he was almoft overw'helmed 
under a cloud of miflile weapons, and huge 
ftones, that were dire6led againft his perfon. 

As he examined the exterior fortifications of 
Maogamalcha, two Perfians, devoting themfelves 
for their country, fuddenly rulhed upon him 
with drawn fcimitars : the Emperor dexteroufly 
received their blows on his uplifted fliield 5 and. 

Ex virginibus autem, quse fpeciofe funt captae, et in Perfide, 
nbl fffiminarunj pulchritudo excellit, nec contredlare aliquam voluifc 
nec videre, Animian. xxiv. 4, The native race of Perfians is llmall 
and ugly ; but it has been improved,, by tbe perpetual mixture of 
Circaflian tlood (Herodot. 1 . «i. c. 97. BulFon,, Hift. Naturelle, 
tom* iii. p. 430.}. . ' 

with 
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c H A F. xvith a fleady and well-aimed thruft, laid one of 
^ adverfaries dead at his feet The efteem of 

a prince who pofleiTes the virtues which he ap'^ 
proves, is the nobleft recompence of a defer ving 
fubje^tj and the authority which Julian derived 
from his perfonal meriti, enabled him to revive 
and enforce the rigour of ancient difcipline. He 
piiniflied with death, or ignominy, the mifbe- 
haviour of three troops of horfe, who, in a &ir- 
inifli with the Surenas, had loft their honour, 
and one of their ftandards ; and he diftinguillied 
with ohJidionaV' crowns the valour of the fore- 
moft foldiers, who had afcended into the city of 
Maogamalcha. After the fiege of Perifabor, the 
ftrmnefs of the Etpperor was exercifed by the in* 
folent avarice of the army, who ioudb com- 
plained, that their fervices were rewaDrod by a 
trifling donative of one hundred piec^ of fllver. 
His juft indignation was exprefled in the grave 
and manly languageof a Roman. “ Riches are 
the objedt of your defires : thofe riches are in 
the hands of the Perfians 5 and the fpoils of 
“ this fruitful country are propofed as tlie prize 
“ of your valour and difcipline. Believe me,” 
added Julian, the Roman republic, which for- 
inerly poftefted ilicii iminenfe treafures, is now 
« reduced to want and wretchednefs j fince our 
“ princes have been perfuaded, by weak and 
“ interefted minifters, to purchafe with gold the 

Obfidionaiibus • coronis donatl. Ammian, xxiv. 4. Either 
Julian or his hiftorian were unikilfui antiquaries. He Ihould have 
given mural crowns. The objldional were the reward of a general whd 
liad delivered a befieged city.(AuIus Gellius, KotSl. Attic, v. 6.) . 

“ tran- 
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tranquillity of the Barbarians. The revenue c hap. 
is exhaufted ; the cities are ruined ; the pro- . > 

vinces are dilpeopled. For inyfelf, the only 
“ inheritance that I have received from my royal 
ancellors is a foul ineapable of fear; and as 
long as I am convinced that every real ad van- 
“ tage is feated in the mind, I fliall not blufli to 
“ acknowledge an honourable poverty, which, 
in the days of ancient virtue, was confidered 
“ as the glory of Fabricius. That glory, and that 
virtue may be your own, if you willliden to 
the voice of Heaven and of your leader. Butt 
** if you will raflily perfift, if you are determined 
** to renew the lliameful and mifchievous exam- 
pies of old feditions, proceed — As it becomes 
“ an emperor who has filled the firfl rank among 
“ men, I am prepared to die, Handing ; and to 
defpife a precarious life, which, every hour, 

‘‘ may depend on an accidental fever. If I have 
been found unworthy of the command, there 
«« are now among you (I fpeak it with pride and 
“ pleafure), there are many chiefs, whofe merit 
and experience are equal to the conduct of 
“ the moH important war. Such has been the 
temper of my reign, that I can retire, with- 
“ out regret, and without apprehenfion, to tlie 
obfcurity of a private ftation®-’.’’ The mo- 
deft refolution of Julian was anfwered by the . 
unanimous applaufe and cheerful obedience of 
the Romans, wRo declared their confidence of 

I give this fpeech as original and genuine. Ammianus might 
hear, could tranfcribe, and was incapable of inventing, it. I have ufed . 
feme flight freedoms, aod ggnclude with fhe moft forcible fentence. 

AmL.-iv» ' N vidlory. 
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c H A P. victory, while they fought under the banners of 
. their heroic prince. Their courage was kindled 
by his frequent and familiar aheverations (for 
fuch willies were the oaths of Julian), “ So may 
« I reduce the Perfians under the yoke “ Thus 
“ may I reftore the Hrength and fplendor of the 
«« republic!” The love of fame was the ardent 
pahion of bis foul: but it was not before he 
trampled on the ruins of Maogamalcha, that he 
allowed himfelf to fay, “ We have now provided 
“ fome materials for the fophift of Antioch 
He tranf- The fuccefsfiil valour of Julian had triumphed 
fleet irom all the obftacles that oppofed his march to 

tiieEu- the gates of Ctefiphon. But the redudion, or 
phrates to fiegej of the capital of Perfia, was ftill 

^ * at a dillance : nor can the military condu6l of 
the Emperor be clearly apprehended, without a 
knowledge of the country wliich was the theatre 
of his bold and llcilful operations'-'''. Twenty 
miles to the fbutli of Bagdad, and on the eaftern 
bank of the Tigris, the ciiriofity of travellers has 
obferved fome ruins of the palaces of Ctefiphon, 
which, in the time of Julian, was a great and 
populous city. The name and glory of the ad- 
jacent Seleucia were for ever extinguiflied ; and 
the only remaining quarter of that Greek colony 
had refumed, with the Affyrian language and 
manners, the primitive appellation of Coche. 

Ammian. xxiv.. 3. Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. laz. p. 346. 

M. D’itnville (Mem. de I’Academie des rnfcripdons, tom. xxviii. 
p. 5^46 — ajp.) has afcertalned the true pofifion and diftance of Babylon, 
Seleucia, Ctefiphon, Bagdad,' &c. The Roman traveller, Pietro della 
Valle (tom. i. lett. xvii. p. 050 — 780.), feems to be the moft intelli- 
gent fpetoor of that famous province. He is a gentleman and & 
■&hoiai’j but intolerably vaia and prolix. 


Coche 
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Coche was litiiate on the weftern fide of the chap. 
Tigris; but it was naturally confidered as a i 

fuburb of Ctefiphon, with which we may fuppofe 
it to have been connedted, by a permanent bridge' 
of boats. The united parts contributed to form 
the common epithet of A1 Modain, THE CITIES, 
which the Orientals have beftowed on the winter 
refidence of the Saffanides ; and the whole cir- 
cumference of the Perfian capital was drongly 
fortified by the waters of the river, by lofty walls, 
and by impra^icable morafiTes. Near the ruins 
of Seleucia, the camp of Julian was fixed, and 
fecured by a ditch and rampart, againft the iallies 
of the numerous and enterprifing garrifon of 
Coche, In this fruitful and pleafant country, the 
Romans were plentifully fiipplied with water 
and forage; and feveral forts, which might have 
embarralTed the motions of the army, fiibmitted, 
after fome refinance, to the efibrts of their valour. 

The fleet pafled from the Euphrates into an ar- 
tificial derivation of that river, which pours a 
copious and navigable ftream into the Tigris, 
at a fmall diftance below the great city. If they 
had followed this royal canal, which bore the 
name of Nahar-Malcha^®, the intermediate fitu- 
ation of Coche would have feparated the fleet 
and army of Julian; and the rafli attempt of 
fleering againft the current of the Tigris, apd 

Th e royal canal ( Nahar-Malcha ) might be fucceffiyely reftored, 
altered, divided, &c. (Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. tom. ii. p.453.); 
and thefe changes may ferve to explain the feeming contradidioqs of 
antiquity. In the time of Julian, it mull: have fallen into the Euplu-ates 
Ifdow Ctefiphon,. 

forcing 
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c H A P. forcing their way through the mi dll of a hoftile 
capital, muft have been attended with the total 
deftruaioii of the Roman navy. The prudence 
of the Emperor forefaw the danger, and pro- 
vided the remedy. As he had minutely lludied 
the operations of Trajan in the fame country,^ 
he foon recolle6led, that his warlike predeceffor 
had dug a new and navigable eanal, which, leav» 
ing Coche on the right hand, conveyed the 
waters of the Nahar-Malcha into the river 
Tigris, at fome diftance al>ove the cities. From 
the information of the peafants, Julian afcertained 
the velliges of this ancient work, which were 
AhnoR obliterated by defign or accident. By the 
indefatigable labour of the foldiers, a broad and 
deep channel Avas fpeedily prepared for the re- 
ception of the Euphrates. A llrong dyke was 
conllrudled to interrupt the ordinary current of 
the Nahar-Malcha: a food of waters rullied 
impetuoLilly into their nev/bed; and the Roman 
fleet, fleering their triumphant courfe into the 
Tigris, derided the vain and ineffe^ual barriers 
which the Perlians of Ctehphon had eredled to 
oppofe their palfage. 

Paffage of As it became neceffary to tranfport the Roman 

Md'Jiloiy Tigris^; another labour prefented 

oftheRo- itfelf, oflefs toil, but of more danger, than the 
mans. preceding expedition. The ftream was broad 
and rapid; the afcent fleep and difficult ; and the 
iotrenchments which had been formed on the 
ridge of the oppofite bank, were lined with a 
nunierous army of heavy cuiraffiers, dexterous 

archers, 
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arcliers, and huge elephants ; who (aeGording to 
the extravagant hyperbole of Libanius), could 
trample, with the lame eafe, a held of corn, or 
a legion of Romans^^ In the prefence of fuch 
an enemy, the conftru^lion of a bridge was im- 
pradlicable; and the intrepid prince, who inftantly 
feized the only poffible expedient, concealed his 
defign, till the moment of execution, from the 
knowledge of the Barbarians, of his own troops, 
and even of his generals themfelves. Under the 
fpecioiis pretence of examining the date of the 
magazines, fourfcore veffels were gradually un- 
laden ; and a fele6t detachment, apparently def- 
tined for fome fecret expedition, was ordered to 
Hand to their arms on the firft lignal. Julian 
difguifed the filent anxiety of his own mind with 
fmiles of confidence and joy ; and amufed the 
liodile nations with the fpe^tacle of military 
games, which he infultingly celebrated under the 
walls of Coche.. The day was confecrated to 
pleafure j but, as foon as the hour of fupper was 
paft, the Emperor fummoned the generals to his 
tent; and acquainted them, that he had fixed 
that night for the palfage of the Tigris. They 
Hood in filent and refpe6lful aftoniftiment; but, 
when the venerable Salluft afiiimed the privilege 
of his age and experience, the reft of the chiefs 
ixipported with freedom the weight of his pru- 

Kai /^EysSEcriv EAe^avTwvj oig jcov egyov oia sXQejv, mi (paXxyyo;^ 

Rien n’eft beau que le vrai ; a maxim which fliould be infcribed ora 
the defk of every rhetorician. 

N 3 , , , '■ dent 
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dent remonftrances"'. Julian contented himfelf 
with obferving, thatconquell and ikfety depended 
bn the attempt; that, inftead of diminifliing, the 
number of their enemies would be increafed, by 
fuccelfive reinforcements; and that a longer 
delay would neither contract the breadtli of the 
llream, nor level the height of the bank. The 
lignal was inllantly given, and obeyed: the 
molt impatient of the legionaries leaped into five 
veffels that lay neareft to the bank ; and as they 
plied their oars with intrepid diligence, they were 
loft, after a few moments, in the darknefs of the 
night. A flame arofe on the oppofite fide ; and 
Julian, who too clearly underftood that his fore- 
moll veffels, in attempting to land, had been 
fired by the enemy, dexteroufly converted their 
extreme danger into a prefage of vidlory. ‘‘ Our 
“ fellow-foldiers,” he eagerly exclaimed, “ are 
already inafters of the bank ; fee — they make 
“ the appointed iignal ; let us hafteii to emulate 
“ and affill their courage.’’ TJie united and 
rapid motion of a great fleet broke tlie violence 
of the current, and they reached the eaftern ftiore" 
of the Tigris with fufticient fpeed to extiriguifti 
the flames, and refcue their adventurous com. 
paoions. The difficulties' of a fteep and lofty 
afcent were increafed by the weight of arm our, 
and the darknefs of the night. A fliower of 
ftones, darts, and fire, was inceffiintly difcharged 

*** Libanlus alludes to the mbft powerful of the generals. I have 
ventured to name Salltijl. Ammianus fays, of all the leaders, quod 
acri metd territi duces concord! precatd fieri prohibere tentarent. 
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on the heads ofi the aflkilants j who, after an c 
arduous ftruggle, climbed the bank, and Hood 
victorious upon the rampart. As foon as they 
poffeffed a more equal field, Julian, who, with 
his light infanty, had led the attack^^, darted 
through the ranks a fkillful and experienced 
eye : his braveft foldiers, according to the pre- 
cepts of Homer were diftributed in the front 
and rear ; and all the trumpets of the Imperial 
army founded to battle. The Romans, after 
fending up a military fhout, advanced in niea- 
fured' fteps to the animating notes of martial 
mufic i launched their formidable javelins ; and 
rulhed forwards with drawn fwords, to deprive 
the Barbarians, by a clofer onfet, of the ad- 
vantage of their mifiile weapons. The whole 
engagement lafted above twelve hours j till the 
gradual retreat of the Perfians was changed into 
a diforderly flight, of which the fhameful ex- 
ample was given by the principal leaders, and 
the Surenas hinifelf. They were purfued to the 
gates of Ctefiphon j and the conquerors might 
have entered the difraayed city’s if their gene- 
ral, Victor, who was dangeroufly wounded with 

J3inc Iraperator . . . (fays Aramianus) ipfe cum levis arma- 
tur® auxillis per prima poftremaque difcurrensj &c. Yet Zofiraus, 
his friend, does not allow lilm to pafs the river till two days after the 
battle. 

Secundum Homericam difpofitionem. A linailar difpofition is 
afcribed to the wife Neftor, In the fourth book of the Iliad,- and 
Homer was never abfent from the mind of .Tulian, 

Perfas terrore fubito mifcuerunt, verfifque agminibus totius 
gentis, apertas Ctefiphontis portas victor miles intraflet, ni major 
prsdarum occafio fuiflet, quam cura vi(9:orise (Sextus Rufus de 
Provinciis, c. a8.). Their avarice might di^ofe them to hear thf 
of Vidlor. 
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c H A P. an arrow, had not conjured them to defift from s 
attempt, which miifl be fatal, if it were not 
fuccefsful. On their fide, the Romans acknow- 
ledged the lofs of only feventy-five men j while 
they affirmed, that the Barbarians had left on 
the field of battle two thoufahd five h undred, or 
even fix thoufand, of their braveft foidiers. The 
fpoil was fuch as might be expelled from the 
riches and luxury of an oriental camp ; large 
quantities of filver and gold, fpiendid arms and 
trappings, and beds and tables of mafly filver. 
The vidtorioiis Emperor diftribiited as the re- 
wards of valour, fome honourable gifts, civic, 
and mural, and naval, crowns; which he, and 
perhaps he alone, efteemed more precious than 
the wealth of Afia. A folemn facrifice was 
offered to the god of war, but the appearances 
of the vidtims threatened the moft inaufpicious 
events; and Julian Toon difcovered, by lefs am- 
biguous figiis, that he had now reached the term 
of his profperity^\ 

Situut'm On the fecond day after the battle, the do- 
and obm- guards, the Jovians and Herculians, and 

nacy or ® ' 

Julian, the remaining troops, which compofed near two» 
tuS^ thirds of the whole army, were fecurely wafted 
over the Tigris While the Perfians beheld 

from 


The labour of the canal, the paflage of the Tigris, and the 
victory, are defcribed by Aipmianus (xxiv.5, 6.), Libanius (Orat. 
Parent, c. 134 — 1*8. p. 347— 353.), Greg, Nazianzen (Orat. iv. 
p. 115.), Zofimus p. i8i — 183.), and Sextus Rufus (de 

Provinciis, c. aS.). 

The fleet and army were formed in three divifions, of which 
the firft only had pafled during the night (Araraian, The 
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from the walls ofCtefiphon the defolation of the c H A P. 
adjacent country, Julian caft many an anxious , 

look towards the North, in full expectation, that 
as he himfelf had vi6lorioufly penetrated to the 
capital of Sapor, the march and junction of his 
lieutenants, Sebaftian and Procopius, would be 
executed with the fame courage and diligence. 

His expectations were difappointed by the trea^ 
chery of the Armenian king, who permitted, and 
mofl probably directed, the defertion of his auxi- 
liary troops from the camp of the Komans 5 
and by the diffenfions of the two generals, who 
Were incapable of forming or executing any plan 
for the public fervice. When the Emperor had 
relinquiflied the hope of this important rein- 
forcement, he condefcended to hold a council 
of war, and approved, after a full debate, the 
fentiment of thofe generals, who dilTuaded the 
fiege of Ctefiphon, as a fruitlefs and pernicious 
undertaking. It is not eafy for us to conceive, 
by what arts of fortification, a city thrice be- 
fieged and taken by the predecefibrs of Julian, 
could be rendered impregnable againft an army 
of fixty thoufand Romans, commanded by a 
brave and experienced general, and abundantly 

vacrvt Sojuipofia, whom . Zofimus tranfports on tlie third day (I. Hi. 
p. i 83.)» might confift of the proteftors, among whom the hiftorian 
Ammianus, and the future Emperor Jovian, aAually ferved j fome 
fchools of the domejiics, and perhaps the Jovians and Herculians, who 
often did duty as guards. 

Mofes of Chorene (Hill. Armen. 1 . Hi. c. 15. p. 246.) fuppKes 
us with a national tradition, and a fpuribus letter. I have borrowed 
only the leading circumliance, which is confiftent with truth, proba- 
bility, and Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 131. p. 35J.). 

fupplied 
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CHAP, fupplied with Ihips, provifioiis, battering en« 
XXIV. giiies, and military llores. But we may reft 
affiired, from the love of glory, and contempt of 
danger, which formed the charadter of Julian, 
that he was not difcouraged by any trivial or 
imaginary obftacles At the very time when 
he declined the fiege of Ctefiphon, he rejetded, 
with obftinacy and difdain, the moft flattering 
offers of a negociation of peace. 8apor, whoba d 
been fo long accuftomed to the tardy oflenta- 
tion of Conftantiiis, was fiirprifed by the intrepid 
diligence of his fucceflbr. As far as the confines 
of India and Scythia, the fatraps of the diftant 
provinces were ordered to affemble their troops, 
and to march, without delay, to the affiftance 
of their monarch. But their preparations were 
dilatory, their motions flow ; and before Sapor 
could lead an army into the field, he received 
the melancholy intelligence of the devaftation of 
Affyrm, the ruin of his palaces, and the flaughter 
of his braveft troops, who defended the paflage 
of the Tigris. The pride of royalty was humbled 
in the diift; he took his repafts on the ground; 
and the diforder of his hair exprefied the grief 
and anxiety of his mind. Perhaps he would not 
have refufed to purchafe, with one half of his 
kingdom, the fafety of the remainder ; and he 
would have gladly fubfcribed himfelf, in a treaty 

Civitas inexpugnabilis, facinus audax et importunum. Am- 
wiMius, xxiv. 7. His fellow-foldier, Eutropius, turns afide from 

difficulty, Aflyriamque populatus, caftra apud Ctefipliontem 
ftativa aliquandiu habuit : remeairfque vi« 5 i:or, &c. x. 16. Zofimus is 
artful or ignorant, and Socrates' inaccurate. 
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of peace, the faithful and dependent ally of the c H a p- 
Roman conqueror. Under the pretence of pri- xxiv. 
vate bulinefs, a minifler of rank and confidence 
was fecretly dilpatched to embrace the knees of 
Hormifdas, and to reqiieR, in the language of a 
fiippliant, that he might be introduced into the 
prefence of the Emperor. The Salfanian prince, 
whether he liftened to the voice of pride or 
humanity, whether he confulted the fentiments 
of his birth, or the duties of his fituation, was 
equally inclined to promote a ialutary meafure, 
which would terminate the calamities of Perfia, 
and fecure the triumph of Rome. He was afto- 
niftied by the indexible firmnefs of a hero, who 
remembered, nioR unfortunately for himfelf and 
for his country, that Alexander had uniformly 
rejedted the propofitions of Darius. But as 
Julian was fenfibie that the hope of a fafe and 
honourable peace might cool the ardour of his 
troops ; he earneftiy requefted, that Hormifdas , 
would privately difmifs the minifter of Sapor, 
and conceal this dangerous temptation from the 
knowledge of the camp 

The honour, as well as intereft, of Julian, He bums 
forbade him to confume his time under 
impregnable walls of Ctefiphon; and as often as 
he defied the Barbarians, who defended the city, 
to meet him on the open plain, they prudently 

Libanius, Orat. Pai-ent. c. 130. p. 354* c. 139. p. 361. Socrates, 

Liii. c. ai. The ecclefiaftical hiftorian imputes the refufal of peace 
to the advice of Maximus. Such advice was unworthy of a philofo- 
pher ; but the philofopher was Ukewife a magician, who flattered the 
hopes and paffions of his xnafter. . 

replied. 
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replied, tliat if he defired to exercife his valoinv 
he might feek the army of the Great King. He 
felt the iiifult, and he accepted the advice. In- 
flead of confining his fervile march to the baiiks^ 
of the Euphrates and Tigris, he refolved to 
imitate the adventurous fpirit of Alexander, and 
boldly to advance into the inland provinces, til! 
he forced his rival to contend with him, perhaps 
in the plains of Arbela, for the empire of Afia. 
The magnanimity of Julian was applauded and 
betrayed, by the arts of a noble Perfian, who, 
in the canfe of his country, had generoufly fub- 
initted to a6t a part full of danger, of falfehood, 
and of fliame”. With a train of faithful fol- 
lowers, he deferted to the Imperial camp; ex- 
pofed, in a fpecious tale, the injuries which he 
had fullained ; exaggerated the cruelty of Sapor, 
the difcontent of the people, and the weaknefs 
of the monarchy; and confidently ofiered himfelf 
as the hoRage and guide of the Roman march. 
The mod rational grounds of llilpicion were 
urged, without effect, by the wifdoin and expe- 
rience of Hormifdas; and the credulous Julian, 
receiving the traitor into his bofom, w^as per- 
fuaded to ilfue an hally order, which, in the opi- 
nion of mankind, appeared to arraign his pru- 
dence, and to endanger his fafety^ He deftroyed, 
in a Angle hour, the whole navy, which had been 

The arts of this new Zopyrus (Greg, Nazianzen, Orat. iv. 
p. 1 15) II 6.), may derive fome credit from the teftimony of two 
abbreviators (Sextus Rufus and Vidlor), and the cafual hints of Li- 
banius (Grat. Parent, c. 134. p. 357.) and Ammianus (xxiv. 7.). 
The courfe of genuine hiftory is interrupted by a raoit unfeafonable. 
chafm in the text of Ammianus. 
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tranfported above five hundred miles, at fo great C H A P. 
an expence of toil, of treafure, and of blood. . . 

Twelve, or at the moft, twenty-two, final! vefi 
fels were faved, to accompany, on carriages, the 
inarch of the army, and to form occafional 
bridges for the paflage of the rivers, A fupply 
of twenty days provifions w^as referved for the 
ufe of the foldiers ; and the reft of the magazines, 
with a fleet of eleven hundred vefiels, which 
rode at anchor in the Tigris, were abandoned to 
the flames, by the abfolute command of the 
Emperor. The Chriftian bilhops, Gregory and 
Auguftin, infiilt the inadnefs of the apoftate, 
who executed, with his own hands, the fentence 
of divine j uftice. Their authority, of lefs weight, 
perhaps, in a military queftion, is confirmed by 
the cool judgment of an experienced foldier, 
who was himfelf fpedlator of the conflagration, 
and who could not dilapprove the relu<Stant mur- 
murs of the troops’®. Yet there are not want- 
ing fome fpecious, and perhaps folid, reafons, 
which might juftify the refolution of Julian. 

The navigation of the Euphrates never afcended 
above Babylon, nor that of the Tigris above 
Opis’’. The diftance of the laft-mentioned city 
from the Roman camp was not very confiderable j 

See Ammianus (xxiv. 7.), Llbanius (Orat. Parentalis, c. 133, 

I33« P* Zofimus (I. iii. p. 183.), Zonaras (tom. ii. 1 . xiii. 

p. 36.), Gregory (Orat. iv. p. 116.), and Auguftin (de Civitate Dei, 

1 . iv. c. 39. 1 . V. c. 31 . Of thefe Libanius alone attempts a faint 
apology for his hero; who, according to Ammianus, pronounced his 
ovra condemnation, by a tardy and ineffedlnal attempt to extinguilli 
the, flames. > ■: 

™ Confult Herodotus (1.1, c, 194.), Strabo ( 1 . xyI. p. 1074.), and 
Tavernier (p. i. I. ii. p. I j3.). 

and 
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CHAP, and Julian mull foon have renounced the vain 
. and impraaicable attempt of forcing upwards 

a great fleet againfl the flream of a rapid river®% 
which in feveral places was embarrafled by natu- 
ral or artificial cataradfcs®^ The power of fails 
or oars was inlufficient j it became necefifary to 
tow the fliips againfl the current of the river ; the 
Hrengthof twentythoufandfoldierswas exhaufled 
in this tedious and lervile labour ; and if the 
Romans continued to noiarch along the banks of 
the Tigris, they could only expe6l to return home 
without atchieving any enterprife worthy of the 
genius or fortune of their leader. If, on the 
contrary, it was advifeable to advance into the 
inland country, the deflrudlion of the fleet and 
magazines was the only meafure which could 
fave that valuable prize from the hands of the 
numerous and active troops which might fud- 
denly be poured from the gates of Ctefiphon. 
Had the arms of Julian been vidlorious, we 
fhould now admire the coiidudfc, as well as the 
courage, of a hero, who by depriving lus fol- 
diers of the hopes of a retreat, left them only 
the alternative of death or conquefl®^ 

A’ A celerltate Tigm. incipit vocarl, ita appellant Medi fagktani. 
Plin. Hift. Natur. vi. 31. 

One of thefe dykes, -which produces an artificial cafcade or 
cataradl, is defcribed by Tavernier (part i. I. ii. p. and 
Thevenot (partii. 1. i. p. 193.).. The Perfians, or Aflyrians, la- 
boured to interrupt the navigation of the river (Strabo, 1. xv. 
p. 1075. D’Anville, TEuphrate et le Tigre, p. 98, 99.). 

Recolledl the fuccefeful and applauded* rafhnefs of Aga- 
thocles and Cortez, who burnt their iHips on the coafts of Africa and 
Mexico. 

The 
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The cumberfome train of* artillery and wag- c H A p. 
gonSj which retards the operations of a modern . 

army, were in a great meafure unknown in the and 
camps of the Homans Yet, in every age, the 
fubiiftence of fixty thoufand men mufl have been Sapor, 
one of the niofl important cares of a prudent 
general ; and that fubiiftence could only be drawn 
from his own or from the enemy's country. Had 
it been poffible for Julian to maintain a bridge 
of communication on the Tigris, and to preferve 
the conquered places of Aflyria, a defolated pro- 
vince could not afford any large or regular fup- 
plies,, in a feafon of the year when the lands were 
covered by the inundation of the Euphrates 
and the unwholefome air was darkened with 
fwarms of innumerable infedts®^ The appear- 
ance of the hoftile country was flir more inviting. 

The extenlive region that lies between the river 
Tigris and the mountains of Media, was filled 
with villages and towns ; and the fertile foil, for 
the moft part, was in a very improved ftate of 


See the judicious refledtions of the Author of tlie Eflai fur la 
Tadtique, tom. ii. p. 2,87 — 353* 21”^ the learned remarks of M. 
Guichardt, Nouveaux Memoires Militaires, tom.i. p.351 — 38a. on 
the baggage and fubfiftence of the Roman armies. 

The Tigris rifes to the fouth, the Euphrates to the north, of the 
Armenian mountains. The former overflows in March, the latter in 
July. Thefe circumftances are well explained in the Geographical 
Diflertation of Fofter, inferted in Spelraan’s Expedition of Cyrus, 
vol. ii. p. a6. 

Ammianus (xxiv. 8.) defcribes, as he had felt, the incon- 
veniency of the flood, the heat, and the infedts. The lands of 
Aflyria, oppi-efled by the Turks, and ravaged by the Curds, or 
Arabs, yield an increafe of ten, fifteen, and twenty-fold, for the 
feed which is caft into the ground by the wretched and unlkilfui 
.hulbandmea. Voyages de Niebuhr, tom. ii. p.a79. 385. 
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CHAP, cultivation. Julian might expert, that a con- 
queror, who polTelTed the two forcible inftraments 

' of perfuafion, Heel and gold, would eaiily pro- 

cure a plentiful fubfiftence from the fears or ava- 
rice of the natives. But on the approach of the 
Romans, this rich and fmiling profpe6t was 
inftantly blafted. Wherever they -moved, the 
inhabitants deferted the open villages, and took 
flielter in the fortified towns ; the cattle was 
driven away ; the grafs and ripe corn were con» 
fumed with fire; and, as foon as the flames had 
fubfided which interrupted the march of Julian, 
he beheld the melancholy face of a fmoldng and 
naked defert. This defperate but efiedlual me- 
thod of defence, can only be executed by the 
enthufiafm of a people who prefer their inde- 
pendence to their property ; or by the rigour of 
an arbitrary government, which confults the pub- 
lic fafety without fubwitting to their inclinations 
the liberty of choice. On the prefeiit occafion, 
the zeal and obedience of the Perflans feconded 
the commands of Sapor : and the Emperor was 
foon reduced to the fcanty Hock of provifions, 
which continually wafted in his hands. Before 
they were entirely confumed, he might ftill have 
reached the wealthy and unwarlike cities of Ec- 
batana, or Sufa, by the effort of a rapid and well- 
diredled march but he W'as deprived of this 
laft refource by his ignorance of the roads, and by 

Ifidore of Charax (Manfion. Partliic. p. 5, 6. in Hudfon, 
Geograph. Minor, tom. ii.) reckons 129 fchasni from Seleucia, and 
Thevenot (parti. l.i.ii. p. 209— 245.), 128 hours of march from 
Bagdad to Ecbatana, or Hamadam. Thefe meafures cannot exceed 
an ordinary parafang, or three Rontan miles. 


the 
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the perfidy of his guides. ..The Romans wan- chap. 
dered feveral days in the country to the eaft- . 
ward of Bagdad : the Perfian deferter, who had 
artfully led them into the fnare, efcaped from 
their refentment ; and his followers, as foon as 
they were put to the torture, confelTed the fecret 
of the eonfpiracy. The vifionary conquefts of 
Hyrcania and India, which had fo long amufed, 
now tormentedj the mind of Julian. Confcious 
that his own imprudence was the caufe of the 
public diftrefs, he auxioufly balanced the hopes 
of fafety or fuceefs, without obtaining a fatif- 
fa6lory anfwer, either frorn gods or men. At 
length, as the only pradlicable meafure, he 
embraced the refolution of dire<9;ing his fleps 
towards the banks of the Tigris, with the defign 
of faving the army by a hafly march to the con- 
fines of Corduene j a fertile" and friendly pro- 
vince> which acknowledged the fovereignty of 
Rome. The defponding troops obeyed the 
fignal of the retreat, only feyenty days after they 
had pahfid the Chaboras, with the fanguine ex- Sme t6s 
pe<d:ation of fubvertiiig the throne of Perfia 
. As long as the Romans feemed to advance Retreat 
into the country, their, march was obferved and anddif- 
infulted from a diflan ce, by feveral bodies of * 
Rerfian cavalry ; who, fhewing themfelves fome- army, 
times in loofe, and fometimes in clofer, order. 

The march of Julian from Ctefiphon is circumftatttially, but 
not clearly, defcribed by Ammianus (jjJdv. 7, 8.), Libaijius (Orat. 

Parent. Ci 134. p, 357.), and Zofimps ( 1 . iii. p. 183.}. The two 
laft feera ignorant that their conqueror was retreating ; and X<ibaniu« 
abfurdly confines him to the basics of Uie Tigris* ’ 

von. IV. o faintly 
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C H A ]P. faintly Ikirmiihed with the advanced guards. i 

The'fe detachments were, however, fupported I 
by a much greater force 5 and the heads of the 
Columns were no fooner pointed towards the 
Tigris than a cloud of duft arofe on the plain. 

The Romans, who now afpired only to the per- 
miffion of a fafe and Ipeedy retreat, endeavoured j 
to perfuade themfelves that this formidable ap- I 
pearance was occafiotted by a troop of wild alTes, 
or perhaps by the approach of fome friendly 
Arabs. They halted, pitched their tents j forti- 
fied their camp, pafied the whole night in con- 
tinual alarms, and difcovered, at the dawn of 
day, that they were furrbunded by an army of 
Perlians. This army, which might be confidered 
Only as the van of the Barbarians, was foon fol- 
lowed by the main body of cuiralRers, archers, 
and elephants, commanded by Meranes, a ge- 
neral of rank and reputation. He was accom- 
panied by two of the king’'s fons, and many of 
the principal fatraps j and fame and expedfca- 
tion exaggerated the llrength of the remaining 
powers, which flowly advanced under the con- 
duct of Sapor himfelf. As the Romans con- 
tinued their marcli, their long array, which was 
forced to bend or divide, according to the varie- 
ties of the ground, afforded frequent and favour- 
able opportunities to their vigilant enemies. * 
The Perfians repeatedly charged with fury 5 they 
were repeatedly, repulfed with firmnefs 5 and the 
adion at Maronga, which almoft defer ved the 
name of a battle, was marked by a confiderable 
'■ . ' loft 
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lofs of fatraps and elephants, perhaps of equal c hap. 
value in the eyes of their monarch. Thefe ■ 
jfplendid advantages were not obtained without 
an adequate flaughter on the fide of the Romans t 
feveral officers of diftin^lion were either killed 
or wounded ; and the Emperor himfelf, who on 
all occafions of danger inlpired and guided the 
valour of his troops, was obliged to expofe his 
perfon, and exert his abilities. The weight of 
offenfive and defenfive arras, which fiill confli- 
tuted the firength and fafety of the Romans, 
difabled them from making any long or efie<Siual 
purfuit 5 and as the horfemen of the Eail were 
trained to dart their javelins, and flioot their 
arrows at full fpeed, and in every poflible direc* . 
tion the cavalry of Perfia was never more for- 
midable than in the moment of a rapid and difi 
orderly flight. But the moll certain and irre- 
parable lofs of the Romans was that of time. 

The hardy veterans, accuftomed to the cold cli- 
mate of Gaul and Germany, fainted under the 
fultry heat of an Aflyu'ian furamer j their vigour 
was exhaufted by the incelfant repetition of 
march and combat j and the progrefs of the 
army was. fufpended by the precautions of a 
flow and dangerous retreat, in the prefence of 
an adtive enemy. Every day, every hour, as 
the fupply dirainiflied, the value and price of 

Cliardin, the moft judicious of modem, travellers, defcribes 
(tom. iii. p-57, 5 8, &c. edit, in 4to.) the education and dexterity of 
the Perfian horfemen. Briflbnius (de Regno Perfico, p. 650. 66l> &c„ 
lias collected the teftimoaies of antiquity. 

fub^ 
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gHAP. fubiiftenae incrgafed in the Eomau cainp 

Julian, who always contented himfelf with fuch 
food as a hungry foldier would have difdained, 
diftidbuted foi; the ufe of the troops, the provi- 
fions of the Imperial houfehold, and whatever 
could be 4)ared from the fumpter-horfes of the 
tribunes and generals. But this feeble relief 
ferved only to aggravate the fenfe of the public 
diflrefs ; and the Eonaans. began to entertain 
the mod gloomy apprehenlions that, before they 
could reach the frontiers of the empire, they 
^ould all perifh, either by famine or by the 
fvvord of the Barbarians 

Julian is While Julian ftrpggled with the almoft infu* 
vSJd difficultly of his lituation, the filent 

hours of the night were hill devoted to ftudy 
and contemplation. Whenever he clofed his 
eyes in lliort and interrupted flumbers, his mind 
was agitated witli painful anxiety j nor can it be 
thought furpriling, that the Genius of the empire 
iJjpuld once more appear before him, covering 
with a lime real veil, his head, and his horn of 
abumlance, andflowly retiring from tlie Imperial 
tent. The monarch darted from bjs couch, and 
hopping forth to rcfrefli bis wearied fpirits with 

In Mark Antony’s retreat, an attic cTisenix fold for fifty drachmse, 
or, iu other words, a ppund of fiour for twelve or fourteen {hillings ; 
barley bread was fold for Its weight in fily«>r. It is impolfible to 
penife the interefting narrative of Plutarch (tom. v. p. io3 — 
without perceiving that Marife; Antony ajxd Julian were purfued by 
the fame enetnies, and involved in the lame dlftrefs. 

Ammian. xxiv. 8. xxv, i. ■Z.ofimus, 1, iii. p. 184, 185, 186, 
{abcukis, Oral. Parent, c. 134, p. 357, 358, 359. The fophift 
of Antioch appears ignorant that the' troops were hungry. 
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tlie coolnefs of the midnight air^, he beheld a 
fiery meteor, which fliot athwart the fliy, and 
fiiddenly vatiiflied. Julian was convinced that 
he had feeii the menacing countenance of the 
god of war®'; the council which he fuitimoiied, 
ofTufcan Harufpices®*, unanimoufly pronotinced 
that he ihoLild abftain from adtion : but, on 
this occafion, necefiity and reafon were more 
prevalent than fuperftitien ; and the trumpets 
founded at the break of day. Tiie army marched 
through a hilly country ; and the hills had beeri 
fecretly occupied by the Perfians. Julian led 
the van, with the Ikill and attention of a con- 
fummate general ; he was alarmed by the intel- 
ligence that his rear was fuddenly attacked. 
The heat of the weather had tempted him to 
lay afide his cuirafs; bat he’ fnatchcd a ihield 
^ from one of his attendantsj and haflened, with 
a fnfficieiit reinfo rcement^ to the relief of' the 
fear-guard. A fimilar danger recalled the in- 
trepid prince to the defence of the front; and, 
as he gallopped between the columns, the centre 
of the left was attacked, and almoft overpowered, 
by a furious charge of the Perfian cavalry and 
elephants. This huge body was foon defeated^ 

®‘ Animian. xxv. a. Julian had :Ryom in a: paffion> minquam ■ 
Marti facra fadlurum (xxiv. 6.). Such whimfical quarrels T^ere not 
uricomMon between the gods and their infolent votaries; and' eveij. tiie 
|»udent Anguftus, after his fleet had been twice fliipwrecfcedi excluded 
Neptune from the honours of public proceflions. See Hume’s pluio-. 
fophical Reflexions. Eflays, vol. li. p.418. 

S'" They ilill retained the monc^oly of ’ the Vain, but lucrative, 
fcsenct^ which had been invented in Hetrurias; andprofefled to derm 
their knowledge of figns and' ©mefls^ from tht! afacieat books of Tar- 
^uitiusj a TqicaB fage. 
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c H A p. by the well-timed evolution of the light infantry^ 

' I 'who aimed their weapons with dexterity and 
efiPe6l:, againft the backs of the horferaeii, and 
the legs of the elephants. The Barbarians fled f 
and Julian, who was foremofl in every danger, 
animated the purfuit with his voice and geflures. 
His trembling guards, fcattered and opprefled 
by the diforderly throng of friends and enemies, 
reminded their fearlefs fovereign that he was 
without armour ; and conjured him to decline 
the fall of the impending ruin. As they ex- 
claimed a cloud of darts and arrows was dif- 
charged from the flying fcpiadrons ; and a javelin, 
after . razing the ikin ;<>f his arm , tranfpierced the 
ribs, and fixed in tlie inferior part of the liver. 
Julian attempted to draw the deadly weapon 
from his fide j but his fingers were cut by the 
lharpnefs.of the fteel, and he fell fenfelefs from 
his horfe. His guards flew to his relief j and 
the wounded Emperor was gently raifed from the 
ground, and conveyed out of the tumult of the 
battle into an adjacent tent, The report of the 
melancholy event pafled from ranh; to rank ^ but 
the grief of the Romans infpired them with in- 
vincible valour, and the defire of revenge. The 
bloody and obftinate conflict was maintained by 
the two armies, till they were feparated by the 
total darknefs of the night. The Perfians de-r 
rived fome honour from the advantage which 

Clamabant hlno inde candidati (fee the note of Valefius) quot- 
disjecerat terror, nt fugienium molem tanquam ruinam male com- 
jjofiti culminis declinaret. Amntian. xxv, 3.. 
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they obtained againft the left wing, where Ana- chap, 
toliiiSjtnafler of the oSSces, was flain, and the prse- , 

fe6l Salluft very narrowly efcaped. Bnt the 
event of the day was adverfe to the Barbarians. 

They abandoned the field 5, their two generals, 
Meranes and Nohordates®% fifty nobles or fa- 
traps, and a multitude of their braveftibldiers s 
and the fuccets of the Romans, if Julian had 


furvived, might have been improved into a 
decifive and ufeful victory. 

The firll words that Julian uttered, after his 
recovery from the fainting fit into which he had 363*, 
been thrown by lofs of blobd, were exprefiive of 
his martial fpirit. He called for his horfe and 
arms, and was impatient to rufli into the battle. 

His remaining llrength was exhaufted by the 
painful effort; and the furgeons who examined 
his wound, difcovered the fymptoms of ap- 
proaching death. He employed the awful mo- 
ments with the firm temper of a hero and a fage 5 
the philofophers who ;had accompanied him in 
this fatal expedition, compared the tent of Julian 


with the prifon of Socrates ; and the fpe6lators, 
whom duty, or friendfhip, or curiqfity, had af- 
fembled round his couch, liftened with refpedl- 
ful grief to the funeral oration of their dying 
Emperor®*. «« Friends and fellow-foldiers, the 


feafbn- 


Sapor hirafelf declared to the Romans, that it was his pra<£lice 
to comfort the families of his deceafed fatraps, by fending them, as a 
■prefent, the heads of the guards and officers who had not fallen by 
their matter’s ttde. Libanius, de nece Julian, ulcif. c. xiil. p. 163. 

5 * The charadier and fituation of JuBan. might countenance the 
I'ufpicion, that he had previoufly compofed the elaborate oration, 
O 4 ' . whiclj, 
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XXIV, 



f HE ■ 0ECEINE' AND FAEt 

feafoiiable period of my departure is noW 
« arrived, and I difcharge, with the cheerfulnefl 
of a ready debtor, the demands of nature. I 
“ have learned from philofophy, how much the 
«« foul is more excellent thati the body 5 and that 
the feparation of the nobler fubftaiiee fliouM 
be the fubje6l of joy, rather than of affliction, 
I have learned from religion, that an early 
death has often ■ been 'the reward of piety 5 
and I accept, as a favour of the gods, the 
“ mortal llroke that fecures me from the danger 
of difgracing a character, which has hitherto 
been fupported by virtue and fortitude, I 
die without remorfe, as I have lived without 
guilt. I am pleafed to reflect on the innot 
cence of my private life; and I can allirm 
“ with confldence, that the fiipreme autbonty, 
“ that emanation of the Divine Power, lias been 
prel’erved in my hands pure and immaculate. 
Detefting the corrupt and deflruClive maxims 
of del|3otifm, I have confldered the happinefs 
** of the people as the end of government. 
Submitting my aCtions to the laws of’prudence, 
of juftice, anel of moderation, I have tridled 
the event to the care of Providence. Peace 
was the objeCt of my counfels, as long as peace 

’W'inci! AmHiianus heard, and has tranfcrifaed. The verfion of the 
Abbe de la Bleterie is faithful and elegant. I have followed him in 
expreffing the Platonic id^ of emanatioiM, which is darkly inlitruated 
in the oi'iginah 

Herodotus (L i. c. 3.1.) has difplayed that dociriiie in an agree- 
able taley Yet the Jupiter (in- the i6th book of the Iliatl), Vho 
laments with tears of blood, the death of Sarpedon his fon, had a very 
iroperfedi notion: of toppiaefs or glory beyond the grave, 

«( 
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was confiff eflt with the public welfare ; but C H af. 
«« when the imperious voice of rny country fum- . i 
“ moned me to arms, I expofed my perfon to 
the dangers of war. With the clear fore-know- 
ledge (which I had acquired from the art of 
divination) that I W’^as deftined to fall by the 
“ fword* I now offer my tribute of gratitude 
to the Eternal Being, who has not fuffered me 
to perifh by the critelty of a tyrant, by the 
fecret dagger of conlpiracy, or by the flow 
** tortures of lingering difeafe. He has given 
me, in the midfl of an honourable career, a 
** fplendid and glorious departure from this 
world ; and I hold it equally abfurd, equally 
bafe, to folicit, or to decline, the itroke of 

fate. Thus much I have attempted to fay 5 

but my ftrength fails me, and I feel the ap* 
proach of death. — - I lhali cauddully refrain 
from any word that may tend to influence 
your fuflrages in the elei^ioii of an emperor. 

“ My choice might be imprudent or injudi- 
“ cioas ; and if it fliould not be ratified by the 
confent of the army, it might be fatal to the 
“ perfon whom I fliould recommend. I fhali 
only, as a good citizen, exprefs my hopes, 

“ that the Romans may be bieiTed With the 
“ government of a virtuous fovereign.” After 
this difcourfe, which Julian pronounced in a 
firm and gentle tone of voice, be diflributecl, by 
a military tefiament^%. the remains of his private 

fortune ; 

V The foldiers who made their verbal, dr nuncupatory, tefta- 
naeiits, upon adiual fervice (in prqcindlu), were exempted from the 

fonnalities 
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CHAP, fortune ;• and making fome inquiry why Ana- 

. toliiis was not prefent, he underftood, from the 

anfwer of Salluft, that Anatolius was killed ; and 
bewailed, with amiable inconfiftency, the lofs of 
•liis friend. At the fame time he reproved the 
imraoderategrief of the fpedlators ; and conjured 
them not to difgrace, by unmanly tears, the fate 
of a prince, who in a few. moments would be 
united with heaven, and with the liars The 
IpeClators were lilent; and Julian entered into 
a metaphyfical argument with the philofophers 
Prifcus and Maximus, on the nature of the foul. 
The efforts which he made, of mind as well as 
body, moft probably haftened his death. His 
wound began to bleed with frefli violence ; his 
refpiration was embarralTed by the fwelling of 
the veins; he called for a draught of cold water, 
and, as foon as he had drank it, expired without 
pain, about the . hour of midnight. Such was 
the end of that extraordinary man, in the thirty- 
fecond year of his age, after a reign of one vear 
and about eight months, from the death of Con- 
llaiitiiis. In his lafl moments he dilplayed, per- 
haps with fome oftentation, the love of virtue 

formalities of the Roman law. See Hejnecoius (Antiquit. Jur, 
Roman, tom. i. p. 504.), and Montefquieu (Efprit de$ Loixj 
1. xxvii.). 

5 " This union of the human foul with the divine Ktherial &!> 
ftance of the univerfe, is the ancient dodtrine of Pythagoras and 
Plato; but it feems to exclude any perfonal or confcious immor- 
tality. See Warburton’s learned and rational obfervations, Dmne 

I/egationj vol. ii. p. 199— ai6. 
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and of fame, which had been the ruling paffidns c H A p. 
of his life”. . ^ 

The triumph of Chriftianity, and the cala- Eiedibn 
inities of the empire, may, in fomemeafure, be tteEm- 
afcribed to Julian himfelf, who had neglected to joY°an, 
fecure the future execution of his defigns, by the 
timely and judicious nomination of an affociate 
and fuccelTor. But the royal race of Conflantius 
Chlorus was reduced to his own perfon j and if 
he entertained any ferious thoughts of invefting 
with the purple the moft worthy among the Ro^ 
mans, he was diverted from his refolution by the 
difficulty of the'ehoice, the jealoufy of power, 
the fear of ingratitude, and the natural prefump- 
tion of health, of youth, and of profperity. His 
unexpedted death left the empire without a 
mafter, and without an heir, in a Rate of per- 
plexity and danger, which, in the Ipace of four- 
fcore yea-rs, had never been experienced, fince the 
election of Diocletian, In a government, which 
had almofl forgotten the diftindtion of pure and 
noble blood, the fuperiority of birth was of little 
moment ; the claims of official rank were acci- 
dental and precarious; and the candidates, who 
might afpire to afcend the vacant throne, could 
be fupported only by the confcioufnefs of per- 
fonal merit, or by the hopes of popular favour. 

But the htuation of a famiffied army, encom- 

The whole relation of the death of Julian is given by Am^ 
mianus (xxv. 3.), an .intelUgent fpedlator. Libanius, who turns 
with horror from the fcene, has fupplipd fome circumftances (Orat. 

Parental: c. 136—140. p, 359—362.). The calumnies of Gregory, 
and the legends of more ancient faints? may now Jikntly de- 
Ipifed. ^ : 




1‘Sfi mcmm ANiy fall 

c H A p. pafiei on all ides hf an hoft of BarbafiaiiSj 
^ Ihortened the moments of grief and delibera- 
tion. In tliia fceile of terror and dniref;^ the 
bcniy: of the deoeafed Prince, according to his 
own directions^ was deCOntlj embalmed ; and, at 
the dawn of days the generals convened a mili- 
tary feMtCy at which the commanders of tl^ 
legions, and the officers, both of cavalry and 
infantry, were invited tO' alBlL Three or four 
hours of the night had not paffed away without 
fbine fecret eabaisj and when the eledtion of an 
emperor was pro-pofed, the fpirit of fadlion began 
to agitate the afiembly. Victor and Arinthmus 
collected the remaks Of the court of Coidtan- 
tius; the friends of Jitliati attached themfelves 
to the Gallic chiefs, Dagalaiphus raid Nevitta 5 
and the mofi; fatal confequenees might be ap- 
prehended from the difcord of' two fa^ions, fo 
oppofite in their chara^er and intereft, in their 
maxims of government, and perhaps in their reB- 
giotis prin ciples. The fiiperior virtues of Sal lufE 
could alone reconcile their divifions, and unite 
their fudfagesj and tire venerable prmfe<^ would 
immediately have been declared the fucceffdr of 
Jalian, if be himfelf, with fincere and modefl firm- 
neis, had not alleged his age and infirmities,fo un- 
equal to the weight of the diadem. The generals, 
who were furprifed and perplexed by his refufal, 
fliewed feme difpofition to adopt the falutary ad- 
vice of an inferior officer ^%That they fliould a6fc 

Ho)ior»ti(>r aKqab iSiilesf perhaps Amnssianiis Mnxfelf. TM 
and jadieious dkcrftes ffie fee»e tjf a£ 

■^hlch he was undoubtedly' prefeut (xxy. j.]. 

" t , , as 
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as they would have aQ:ed i.n the abfeuce of the chap. 
Emperor; that they ihould exert their abilities to . 
extricate the army from the prefeut diftrefs ; and, 
if they were fortunate enough to reach the confines 
of Mefopotamia, they fiinuid proceed with united 
and deliberate cou nfels in the ele<Stion of a lawful 
fovereign. While they debated, a. few voiced 
fainted Jovian, who was no more than jfry?*’" of 
the domeftics, with the names of Emperor and 
Augullus. The tumultuary aeclaroation was in- 
ftantly repeated by the guards %vho furrounded 
the tent, and pafied, in a few minutes, to the ex- 
tremities of the line. The new prince, aftonifiied 
with his own fortune, was haftily inveded with 
the Imperial ornaments, and received an oath of 
fidelity from the generals, whofe favour and pro- 
tection he fo lately folicited. The tlronged recom- 
mendation of Jovian was the merit of his father, 

Count Varronian, who enjoyed, in honourable 
retirem ent, the fruit of his long fervices. In the 
obfcure freedom of a private flation, the Ton 
indulged his tafie for wine and women ; yet he 
fupported with credit, the character of a Chrif- 
tian and albJdier* Without being cQnfpicuous 


The primus, or prlmicerius, enjoyed the dignity of a fenator j, 
and though only a tribune, he ranked with the military dukes. Cod, 
Theodofian, 1. vi. tit. xxiv. Thefe privileges are perhaps more recent 
than the time of Jovian. 

The ecclefiailical hiftorians, Socrates (I. ill. c. aa.), SoTJoxnen 
(1. vi. c. ?.), and Theodoret (1. iv. c, i.), afcribe to Jovian the 
merit of a confeflbr under the preceding reign ; and pioufly fuppofe, 
that he refufed the purple, tfll the vs'hple army unanimoufly exclaimed 
that they were Chriffians. Ammiahus, calmly parfuing his narrative, 
overthrows the legend by a fingle fentence. Hoftiis prp Jovlano extif- 
^ue iiifpeddis, pronuntiatum eftj &c. xxv. 6. 


for 
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c H A P. for any of the ambitious qualifications which 

cite the admiration and envy of mankind, the 
comely perfon of Jovian, his cheerful temper, 
and familiar wit, had gained the alfe6lioh of his 
fellow-foldiers; and the generals of both parties 
acquiefced in a popular ele61;ion, which had not 
been conducted by the arts of their enemies. 
The pride of this unexpected elevation was mo- 
derated by the juft apprehenfion, that the fame 
day might terminate the life and reign of the 
new Emperor. The prelfing voice of neceflity 
was obeyed without delay ; and the firft orders 
iffued by Jovian, a few hours after his predecef- 
for had expired, were to profecute a march, 
which could alone extricate the Romans from 
their aCtual diftrefs 

Danger The efteem of an enemy is raoft fincerely ex- 
Sfty S' ; and the degree of fear may 

the retreat, be accurately meafured by the joy with which he 
June 37th celebrates his deliverance. The welcome news 

-—July ift« 

of the death of Julian, which a deferter revealed 
to the camp of Sapor, inlpired the defponding 
monarch with a fuddeii confidence of victory. 
He immediately detached .the royal cavalry, per- 
haps the ten thou^md Immorials^°'^, to fecond and 

Ammianus (xxv. 10.) has drawn from the life an impartial 
porti-ait of Jovian : to which the younger ViOor has added fome re- 
markable firokes. The Abbe de la Bleterie (Hiftoire de Jovien, 
tom. i. p. I — 338.) has compofed an elaborate hiftory of his Ihort 
reign ; a work remarkably diftinguiflied by elegance of ftyle, critical 
difquifition, and religious prejudice, 

Regius equitatus. It appears from Procopius, that the Im- 
mortals, fo famous under Cyrus and his fucceflbrs, were revived, if 
we may ufe that improper word, by the Safiahides. BrilTon de Regno 
Perfico, p. 36S, &c. ■ • 

fupport 
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fupport i\ie purfuit ; and difcharged tbe whole c 
weight of his united forces on the rear-guard of 
the Romans. The rear-guard was thrown into dif- 
orderj the renowned legions, which derived their 
titles from Diocletian, and his warlike colleague, 
were broke and trampled down by the elephants ; 
and three tribunes loft their lives in attempting to 
ftop the flight of their foldiers. The battle was 
at length reftored by the perfevering valour of 
the Romans j the Perfians were repulfed with a 
great flaughter of men and elephants; and the 
army, after marching and fighting a long fum- 
mer*s day, arrived, in the evening, at Samara, on 
the banks of the Tigris, about one hundred miles 
above Ctefiphon On the enfuing day, the 
Barbarians, inftead of harrafling the march, at- 
tacked the camp of Jovian ; which had been feated 
in a deep and fequeftered valley. Prom the hills, 
the archers of Perfia infulted and annoyed the 
wearied legionaries; and a body of cavalry, which 
had penetrated with delperate courage through the 
Praetorian gate, was cut in pieces, after a doubt* 
ful conflidt, near the Imperial tent. In the fuc* 
ceeding night, the camp of Carche was protedled 
by the lofty dykes of the river; and the Roman 
array, though incelTantlyexpofed to the vexatious 

The obfcure villages of the inland country are irrecoverably 
loft ; nor can we name the field of battle where Julian fell: but M. 
D’Anville has demonflrated the preoife lituation of Sumere, Carche, 
and Dura, along the banks of the Tigris (Geographic Ancienrie, 
tom.ii. p. ;t48. TEuphrate et le Tigre, p. 95. 97.}. In the nintli 
century, Sumere, dr Samara, became, with a flight change of name, 
the royal refidence of the Khalifs of the houfe of the Abbas. ; 

puriliit 
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€ H A P. purfuit of the Saracens, pitched their tents near 

, the city of Dura four days after the death of 

J ulian , The Tigris was ftill on their left j their 
hopesandprovifionswereainioil confumedj and 
th e impatient foldiers, who bad fondly perfuaded 
themfelves that the frontiers of the empire were 
not far diftant, requefted their new fovereign, 
that they might be permitted to hazard the 
paifage of the river. With the affiftance of his 
wifed^ officers, Jovian endeavoured to check their 
ralhnefs; by reprefenting, that if they polTefTed 
fnfficient Ikill and vigour to Item the torrent of 
a deep and rapid llream, they would only deliver 
themfelves naked and defencelels to the Bar- 
barians, who had occupied the oppofite banks. 
Yielding at length to their clamorous importU" 
nities, he confented, with reluctance, that hve 
hundred Dauls and Germans, accultomed from 
their infancy to the waters of the Khine and 
Danube, ffiouM attempt the hold adventure, 
which might ferve either as an encouragement, 
or as a warning, for the reft of the army. In 
the filence of the night, they fwam the Tigris^ 
furprifed an unguarded poft of the enemy, and 
difplayed at the dawn of day the ftgnal of their 
refolution and fortune. The fuccels of this trial 
difpofed the Emperor to liften to the promifes of 
his architects, who propofed to conftriiCt a float- 
ing bridge of the inflated fkins of flieep, oxen. 

Dura was a fortified place in the wars of Antloclms againil 
,the rebels Medifi aad Perfi;^ (Polybius, 1 , v, c. 4§. 52 . p. 548. a, 
edit. Calaubon,in8vo.). , 

and 
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and goats, covered with a floor of earth and faf- C H A P., 
cnes Two important days were fpent in the 
ineffedtiiai labour ; and the Eomans, who already 
endured the miferies of famine, catt a look of 
defpair on the Tigris, and upon the Barbarians j 
whofe numbers and obftinacy increafed with the 
dift refs of the Imperial army 

In this hopelefs fituation, the fainting fpirits of Negotia- 
the Romans were revived by the found of peace. 

The tranfient prefumption of Sapor had vaniihed : peace, 
he obferved, with ferious concern, that, in the 
repetition of doubtful combats, he had loft his 
moft faithful and intrepid nobles, his braveft 
troops, and the greateft part of his train of ele- 
phants : and the experienced monarch feared to 
provoke the reflftance of defpair, the viciffitudes 
of fortune, and the unexhaufted powers of the 
Roman empire j which might foon advance to 
relieve, or to revenge, the fucceflbr of Julian. 

The Surenas- himfelf, accompanied by another 
fatrap, appeared in the camp of Jovian j and 
declared, that the clemency of his fovereign was 

A fimllar expedient was propofed to the leaders of the ten thou- 
fand, and wifely rejeiSted. Xenophon, Anabafis, 1 . iii. p. 255, 256, 

257. It appears from our modern travellers, that rafts floating on 
bladders performed the trade and navigation of the Tigris. 

The firft military atfls' of the reign of Jovian are related by 
Ammianus (xxv. 6.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 146. p. 364^), 
and Zofimus ( 1 . iii. p 189, 190, 19X.). Though' we may diliruft 
the fairneis of Libanius, the ocular teftimony of Eutropius (uno a 
Perils atque altero prcelio vidlus, x. 17.) mufi; incline us to fufpedl, 
that Ammianus has been too jealous of the honour of the Roman 
arms., 

Sextus Rufus (de Proviflciis, c- 39.) embraces a poor fubterfuge 
of national Vanity. Tanta reverentia noniinis Romani fuit, ut a Perils 
primus de pace fermo haberstur. 

’ VOL, IV. ' P 
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c H A P. not averfe to lignify the conditions on which he 
XXIV. would content to fpare and to difraifs the Castar 
with tlie relics of his captive army. The hopes 
of fifety fiibdued the firmnefs of the Homans ; 
the Emperor was compelled, by tlie advice of his 
council, and the cries of the foldiers, to embrace 
the Oder of peace j and the prmfedl Salluft was 
immediately tent, with the general Arinthmus, 
to underftand the pleafure of the Great King. 
The crafty Pertian delayed, under various pre- 
tences, the conclution of the agreement ; darted 
difficulties, required explanations, fuggefted ex- 
pedients, receded from his conceffioiis, encreafed 
Ids demands, and waded four days in the arts of 
negotiation, till he had contUmed the dock of 
provitions which yet remained in the camp of 
the Homans. Had Jovian been capable of exe- 
cuting a bold and prudent meafure, he would 
have continued his inarch, with unremitting di- 
ligence j the progrels of the treaty would have 
llifpended the attacks of the Barbarians ; and, 
before the expiration of the fourth day, he might 
have difely reached the fruitful province of 
Cordiiene, at the didance only of one hundred 
miles''®. The irrefolute Emperor, indead of 
breaking through thetoiis of the enemy, expected 
his fate with patient relignation ; and accepted 
the humiliating conditions of peace, which it 

It IS prefumptuous to controvert tlie opinion of Ammianus, a 
foldier and a fpedlator. Yet it is difficult to underftand bow the moun- 
tains of Corduene could extend over the plain of Aflyria, as low as the 
conflux of the Tigris and the great Zab : or how an army of fixty 
thoufand men could march one hundred miles in foui’ days. 
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was no longer in his power to refnfe. The five c ha p. 
provinces beyond the Tigris, which had been j 

ceded by the grandfather of Sapor, were reflored 
to the Perfian monarchy. Pie acquired by> a 
fingle article, the impregnable city of Nilibis ; 
which had fn (lain ed, in three fucceffive fieges, 
the effort of his arms. Singara, and the cattle of 
the Moors, one of the ftrongeft places of Mefo- 
potamia, were likewife difmembered from the 
empire. It was confidered as an indulgence that 
the inhabitants of thofe fortreffes were permitted 
to retire with their effects ; but the conqueror 
rigoroLifly infilled, that the Romans ffioiild for 
ever abandon the king and kingdom of Armenia. 

A peace, or rather a long truce of thirty years, 
was ftipulated between the hollile nations j the 
faith of the treaty was ratified by folemii oaths, 
and religious ceremonies ; and hoftages of dif- 
tinguiflied rank were reciprocally delivered to 
fecure the performance of the conditions "h 

The fophiff of Antioch, who faw with indig- Theweak- 
nation the fceptre of hisliero in the feeble hand 
of a Chriftian fucceffbr, profefles to admire the Jovian, 
moderation of Sapor, in contenting himfelf with 
fo fmali a portion of the Roman empire. If he 
had ftretched as far as the Euphrates the claims 

The treaty of Dura is recorded w-ith grief or indignation by 
Ammianus (xxv. 7.), Libaiiius (Orat. Parent, c. 142- p. 3 <'i 4 .)> 

Zofimus ( 1 . in. p, i9o> ipi.y Gregory Nazianzen (Orat, iv. p. 1171 
1 1 8. "who imputes the diftrefs to Julian* thf deliverance to Jovian), 
and Eutropius (x. 1 7.). The laft-mentioned writer, who was prefent 
in a military ftation, ftyles this peace necellaviam quidem fed igno- 
hilem, 

PS' . • of 
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of his ambition, he might have been fecure^ 
fays Libanius, of not meeting with a refufaL 
If he had fixed, as the boundary of Perfia, the 
Orontes, theCydnus, the Sangarius, or even the 
Thracian Bofphorus, flatterers would not have 
been wanting in the court of Jovian to convince 
the timid monarch, that his remaining province& 
would Hill afford the moft ample gratifications of 
power and luxury Without adopting in its 
full force this malicious infmiiation, we miifi: 
acknowledge, that the conclufion of fo ignomi- 
nious a treaty was facilitated by the private am- 
bition of Jovian. The ohfcure domeftic, exalted 
to the throne by fortune, rather than by merit, 
was impatient to efcape from the hands of the 
Perfians *, that he might prevent the defigns of 
Procopius, who commanded the army of Mefo- 
potamia, and effabiiflied his doubtful reign over 
the legions and provinces which wereffill ignorant 
of the hafly and tumultuous choice of the camp 
beyond the Tigris In the neighbourhood of 
the fame river, at no very confiderable diftance 
from the fatal flation of Dura the ten thou- 
■ } 

Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 143, p. 364, 365. 

“* Conditionibiis . . . difpendiofis Romanse reipublicas impofiljs 
.... quibus cupidior regni quam glorias Jovianus imperio rudis ad- 
quievit. Sextus Rufus de Provinciis, c. 29. La Bleterie has ex- 
prefled in a long diredt oration, thefe fpecious confidefations of public 
and private intereft (Hifi. de Jovlen, tom. i. p. 39, &c.). 

“■‘ The generals were murdered on tlie banks of the Zabatus 
(Anabafia, 1. ii. p. 156. 1 . iii. p. oi" great Zab, a river of 
■ Aflyria, 400 feet broad, which falls into the Tigris fourteen hours 
below Moful. The error of the Greeks bellowed on the great and 
lefler Zab ■die names of the ^’b^(Lycua), and the Goaf (Capros). 
They created thefe animals to attend the 2 y^er of theEaft. 
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land Greeks, without generals, or guides, or pro- chap. 
vifions, were abandoned, above twelve hundred . . 

miles from their native country, to the refent- 
ment of a victorious monarch. The difference 
of their conduct and fuccefs depended much 
more on their character than on their lituation. 

Iiiitead of tamely religning tliemfelves to the 
fecret deliberations and private views of a lingle 
perfon, the united councils of the Greeks were 
infpired by the generous enthuliafin of a popu- 
lar affembly ; where the mind of each citizen is 
filled with the love of glory, the pride of free- ’ 
dom, and the contempt of death. Confcious 
of their fuperiority over the Barbarians in arms 
and difcipline, they difdained to yield, they re- 
fufed to capitulate: every obflacle was fuiv 
mounted by their patience, courage and military 
ikill ; and the memorable retreat of the ten thou- 
fand, expofed and infulted the weaknefs of the 
-Perfian monarchy 

As the price of his difgraceful conceffions. He conti- 
the Emperor might perhaps Iiave fiipuiated, 
that the camp of the hungry Romans fliould be Nifibis. 
plentifully fupplied j and that they fiiouid be 
permitted to pals the Tigris on the bridge 
which was conftru^ted by the hands of the Per- 

"Vhe Cyropisdia IS va.pxe and languid; tiie Anabajs cncmi- 
ftantial and animated. Such is the eternal difference between, ficllon 
and truth. 

“ According to Rufinusj an immediate fupply of provifions was 
ftipulated by the treaty ; a; d Theodoret affirmsj that the obli;<ation 
was faithliilly difcharged by the Perfians. Such a fad is probables 
but undoubtedly falfe. See TiUemont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. 
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CHAP, flans. But, if Jovian prefumed to folicit thofe 
equitable terms, they were fternly refufed by 
the haughty tyrant of the Eafl ; whole cle- 
mency had pardoned the invaders of his country. 
The Saracens fometimes intercepted the flrag- 
glers of the march ; but the generals and troops 
of Sapor refpedted the ceffation of arms : and 
Jovian was fiidered to explore the moll conve- 
nient place for the paffage of the river. The 
iinall velTels which had been faved from the con- 
flagration of the fleet, performed the mod eflen- 
tial fervice. They flrft conveyed the Emperor 
and his favourites; and afterwards tranfported, 
in many fucceffive voyages, a great part of the 
army. But, as every man was anxious for his 
perfonal fafety, and apprehenfive of being left on 
the hodiie ftiore, the foldiers, who were too impa- 
tient to wait the flow returns of the boats, boldly 
ventured themfelves on light hurdles, or inflated 
l]\ins; and, drawing after them their horfes, at- 
tempted, with various fuccels, to fwim acrofs 
, the river. Many of thefe daring adventurers 
were fwallowed by the waves ; many others, who 
wjare carried along by the violence of the flream, 
fell an eafy prey to the avarice or cruelty of the 
wild Arabs: and the lofs which the army did 
tained in the paflage of the Tigris, was not in- 
ferior to the carnage of a day of battle. As foon 
as the Romans had landed on the weflern bank, 
they were delivered from the lioflile purfuit 
of the Barbarians; but, in a laborious marcli 
of two hundred miles over the plains of Me- 
fopotamia, they endured the lall extremities 

ib of 
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of thirft and hunger. They were obliged to c h a P. 
traverfe a fan dy defort, which, in the extent of ■ ^ 

feventy miles, did not afford a tingle blade of 
fweet grafs, nor a tingle fpring of frefli water ; 
and the rell of the inhofpitable wafte was un- 
trod by the footfteps either of friends or ene- 
mies. Whenever a fmall meafure of flour could 
be difcovered in the camp, twenty pounds 
weight were greedily purchafed with ten piec^ 
of gold"’': the beafts of burden were flaugh- 
tered and devoured ; and the defert was tlrewed 
with the arms and baggage of the Roman fol- 
diers, whofe tattered garments and meagre 
countenances difplayed their pall fufferings, 
and adtual mifery. A fmall convoy of provi- 
fions advanced to meet the army as far as the 
caftle of Ur; and the fupply was the more 
grateful, fince it declared the fidelity of Sebaf- 
tian and Pi'ocopius. At Thilfophata the 
Emperor moft gracioufly received the gene- 
rals of Mefopotamia ; and the remains of a 
once flourifliing army at length repofed them- 

We may recollect fome lines of Lucan (Pharfal.iv. 95.), -who 
defcribes a fimilar dillrefs of Csefar’s army in Spain : 

Sseva fames aderat 

Miles eget : toto cenfu non prodigus emit 
Exiguam Cererem. Proh lucri paiKda tabes ! 

Non deed: prolato jejunus venditur auro. 

See Guichardt (Noveaux Memoires Militalres, tom. i. p. 379—- 
38a.). His Analyfis of the two Campaigns in Spain and Africa, 
is the nobleft monument that has ever been raifed to the fame of 
Csefar. 

M. D’AnvIlle (fee his maps, and I’Euphrate et le Tigre, p, 9:1, 

93.) traces their march, and affigns the true pofitlon of Hatra, Ur, 
and Thilfaphata, which Ammianus has mentioned. He does not com- 
plain of the Samiel, the deadly hot wind, which Thevenot (Voyages, 
part u. 1. i. p. 19a.) fo much dreaded. 
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felves under the walls of Nihbis. The mef- 
fengers of Jovian had already proclaimed, in 
the language of flattery, his eledlioo, his treaty, 
and his return ; and the new prince had taken 
the moft efFe6tud meafures to fecure the alle- 
giance of the armies and provinces of Europe ; 
by placing the military command in the hands 
of thofe officers, who, from motives of intereft, 
or inclination, would firmly fupport the caufe of 
their benefadtor"'*. 

The friends of Julian had confidently an- 
nounced the fuccefs of his expedition. They 
entertained a fond perfuafion, that the temples 
of the gods would be enriched with the fpoils of 
the Eaft j that Perfia would be reduced to the 
humble hate of a tributary province, governed 
by the laws and magihrates of Rome ; that the 
Barbarians would adopt the drefs, and manners, 
and language of their conquerors j and that the 
youth of Ecbataiia and .Sofa, would ftudy the 
art of rhetoric under Grecian mafters The 
progrefs of the arms of Julian interrupted his 
communication with the empire j and from the 
moment that he pafled the Tigris, his affection- 
ate fubjeCts vrere ignorant of the fate and for- 
tunes of their prince. Their contemplation of 
fancied triumphs was difliirbed by the melan- 
choly rumour of his death ; and they perfifled 
to doubt, after they could no longer deny, the 

”9 The retreat of Jpviau is defcribed by Amraianus (xxv. 9.}, 
Libanius (Orat. , Parent, c. I43* P- and Zofirmis (L hi. 

P-S94-); 

Libani-^s, Orat. Parent, c. 145. p. 366, Such were the natural 
hopes and wilhcs of a rhetorician. 

truth 
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truth of that fatal event*”. The meffengers < 
of Jovian promulgated, the fpecious tale of a 
prudent and neceffary peace: the voice of 
fame, louder and more fincere, revealed the 
difgrace of the Emperor, and the .conditions 
of the ignominious treaty. The minds of the 
people were filled with aftonifliment and grief, 
with indignation and terror, when they were 
informed, that the unworthy fucceffor of Julian 
relinquiflied the five provinces, which had been 
acquired by the vidtory of Galerius j and that 
he fhamefuliy furrendered to the Barbarians 
the important city of Nifibis, the firmefl bui- 
w^ark of the provinces of the Eafl The 
deep and dangerous queftion how far the pub- 
lic faith fliouid be obferved, when it becomes 
^incompatible with the public fafety, was freely 
agitated in popular converfation ; and fome 
hopes were entertained, that the Emperor would 
redeem his pufillanimous behaviour by a fplendid 
a6l of patriotic perfidy. The inflexible fpirit 
of the Roman fenate had always difclaimed the 
unequal conditions which were extorted from 
the diftrefs of her captive armies ; and, if it 
were neceffary to fatisfy the national honour, by 

The people of Carrhse, a city devoted to Paganifm, buried 
the inaufpicious melTenger under a pile of ftones (Zofimus, 1. ill. 
p. 196.) Libanius, when he received the fatal intelligence, caft his 
eye on his fword; but he recoIIe«aed that Plato had condemned 
filicide, and that he muft live to compofe the panegyric of Julian 
(Libanius de Vita fua, tom.ii. p. 45, 46.). 

Ammianus and Eutropius may be admitted as fair and credible 
witnefles of the public language and' opinions. The people of An- 
tioch reviled an ignominious peace, which expofed tliem to the Per- 
funs, on a naked and defencelefs frontier (Excerpt. Valefiana, p. 845, 
sx Johanne Antiocheno.). 

delivering 
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c H A P. delivering the guilty general into the hands of 
, the Barbarians, the greated part of the fubjedls 
of Jovian would have cheerfully acqiiiefced in 
the precedent of ancient times ’’h 
jovianeva^ But the Euiperor, whatever might be the 
irfl-Si" of his conditiitional authority, was the 

retostiie abfoliite matter of the laws and arms of the 
date ; and the fame motives which had forced 
thePer- him to fiibfcribe, now preffed him to execute 

to. Bie treaty of peace. He was impatient to fe- 

Aiijuft, , .1 c r 

cure an empire at toe expence ot a lew pro- 
vinces; and the refpedtable names of religion 
and honour concealed the perfonal fears and 
the ambition of Jovian. Notwith {landing the 
dutiful folicitations of the inhabitants, decency, 
as well as prudence, ’forbade the Emperor to 
lodge in the palace of Nitibis ; but, the next 
morning after his arrival, Binefes, the ambaf- 
fador of Pertia, entered the place, ditjDlayed 
from the citadel the tlandard of the Great King, 
and proclaimed, in his name, the cruel alter- 
native of exile or fervitiide. The principal 
citizens of Nilibis, who, till that fatal moment, 
had confided in the protedlion of their fove- 
reign, threw therafelves at his feet. They con- 
jured him not to abandon, or at lead not to 
deliver, a faithful colony to the rage of a Bar- 
barian tyrant, exafperated by the three fuc- 

The Abbe de U Bletene (Hift. de Jovien, tom. i. p. aia— - 
. aa?.), though a fevere cafuift, has pronounced that Jovian was not 

bound to execute his promife ; lince hs could not difmember the em- 
pire, nor alienate, without their confent, the allegiance of Itis people. 
I have never found much delight or in&u(5lioii in fuch political me- 
taphylics. 
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ceffive defeats, which he had experienced c 
under the walls of Nilibis. They flill pofTeffed ^ 
arms and courage to repel the invaders of 
their country ; they requefted only the per- 
miffion of Liiing them in their own defence ; 
and, as foon as they had afferted their inde- 
pendence, they fliould implore the favour of 
being again admitted into the rank of his fub- 
jedls. Their arguments, their eloquence, their 
tears, wore inehedlual. Jovian alleged, with foiiic 
confulion, the fandtity of oaths j and, as the re- 
ludtance with which he accepted the prefent of a 
crown of gold, convinced the citizens of their 
hopelefs condition, the advocate Sylvaniis was 
provoked to exclaim, O Emperor ! may you 
“ thus be crowned by all the cities of your do- 
“ minions 1” Jovian, wdio in a few weeks had 
affuraed the habits of a prince was difpleafed 
with freedom, and offended with truth : and as 
he reafonably fuppofed, that the difconteiit of 
the people might incline them to fubmit to tbe 
Perfian government, he publiflied an edidt, under 
pain of death, that they Ihould leave the city 
within the term of three days. Ammianus has 
delineated in lively colours the fcene of univerfal 
defpair, which he feems to have viewed with an 
eye of companion The martial youth defert- 
ed, with indignant grief, the walls wdiich thev 
had fo glorioufly defended : the difconfolate 

At Nilibis he performed a royal afl. A brave officer, his 
name-fake, who had been thought worthy of the purple, was dragged 
from fupper, thrown into a well, and Honed to death, without any 
form of trial, or evidence of guilt. Ammiah. xxy 8. 

See XXV. 9. and Zofimus, l.iii. p, 104,195. 
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■T§E;.:i>£CLINE AND- FALD 

jg H A P. mourner dropt a laft tear over the tomb of a foil 

, ^ or hufbandj which muft foon be profaned by the 

rude hand of a Barbarian mailer j and the aged 
citizen kilTed the tlirelliold, and ciung to the 
doors, of the houfe, where he had paffed the 
cheerful and carelefs hours of infancy. The 
highways were crowded with a trembling mul- 
titude : the diftm8:ions of rank, and fex, and 
age, were loft in the general calamity. Every 
one llrove to bear away fome fragment from the 
wreck of his fortunes ; and as they could not 
command the immediate fervice of an adequate 
number of horfes or waggons, they were obliged 
to leave behind them the greateft part of their 
valuable eftedfcs. The favage infenfibility of Jo- 
vian appears to have aggravated the hardlliips of 
tliefe unhappy fugitives. They were, feated, how- 
ever, in a new-built quarter of Amida j and that 
riling city, with the reinforcement of a very con- 
liderable colony, foon recovered its former fplen- 
doiir, and became the capital of MefOpotamia'^^ 
Similar orders were dil|Mtched by the Emperor 
for the evacuation of Singara and the caltie of 
the Moorsj and for the reftitution of the live 
provinces beyond the Tigris. Sapor enjoyed the 
glory and the fruits of his vi6lory5 and this igno- 
minious peace has juftly been conlidered as a 
memorable sera in the decline and fail of the 
■Roman empire. The predeceffors of Jovian had 
fometimes relinquilhed the dominion of diftant 
and unprofitable provinces; but, fince the foun- 

Ghron, Pafchal, p. 300. The ecclefialiical Notiti® may be 
confulted. 

datioii 
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dation of the city, the g^ettius of Rome, the god CHAP-. 
Terminus, who guarded the boundaries of the 
republic, had never retired before the fword of 
a vidlorious enemy 

After Jovian had performed thofe engage- 
ments, which the voice of his people might have 
tempted him to violate, he hafteiied away from 
the fcene of his difgrace, and proceeded with his 
whole court to enjoy the luxury of Antioch 
Without confulting the dictates of religious zeal^ 
he was prompted, by humanity and gratitude, to 
beftow the ball honours on the remains of his . 
deceafed fovereign : and Procopius, who lin- 
cerely bewailed the lofs of his Idnfman, was 
removed from the, command of the army, under 
the decent pretence of condudling the funeral. 

The corpfe of Julian was tranfported from Nilibis 
to Tarfus, in a flow march of ^’teen days ; and, 
as it palled through the cities of the Eaft, was 
fainted hy the holiile fa^idns, with mournful 
lamentations and clamorous infuits. The Pagans 
already placed their beloved hero in the rank of 
thofe gods whofe worlhip he had rellored j while 
the invectives of the Chriftians purfued the foul 


Zofimus, 1 . iii. p, 19a, 193. Sextus Rufus de Provlnclls, 
c. a9. Auguftin de Civitat, Dei> L iv. c. a9. This general pofi- 
tion muft be applied and interpreted witli feme caution. 

Amrnianus, xxv 9, Zofimus, !. iii. p. 196. He might be 
edax, et yino Venerique indulgens. But I agree with La Bleterie 
(tom. i. p, T48 — 154.) in reje^ing the foolifli report of a Baccha- 
nalian riot (ap Suid^ra) celebrated at Antioch, by the Emperor, his 
■wyi?, and a troop of concubines. 

The Abbe de la Bleterie (tomT. p. 156 — 809.) handfomely 
e^cpofes the brutal bigotry of Baronius, who' -vi'ould have thrown 
Julian to the dogs, ne cefpititia quidena fepultura dignus. 
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of the apoftate to hell, and his body to the 
grave One party lamented the approaching 
ruin of their altars j the other celebrated the 
marvellous deliverance of the church. The 
Chriflians applauded, in lofty and ambiguous 
ftraiiis, the ftroke of divine vengeance, which 
had been fo long fufpended over the guilty head 
of Julian, They acknowledged, that the death 
of the tyrant, at the inllant he expired beyond 
the Tigris, was revealed, to the faints of Egypt, 
Syria and Cappadocia ; and, inllead of fiif- 
fering him to fall by the Perlian darts, their 
indifcretion afcribed the heroic deed to the* ob- 
fcure hand of foine mortal or immortal champion 
of the faith Such imprudent declarations 
were eagerly adopted by the malice, or credulity, 
of their advcrfaries ; who darkly infinuated, 

Compare the fopliifl and the faint (Libanlus, Monod. tom. ii. 
p. 251. and Orat. Parent, c. 145. p. 367. c. p. 377. with 
Gregory Nazianzen, Orat. iv. p. laj — 132.}. The Clirillian ora- 
tor faintly mutters fome exhortations to modefiy and forgivenefs : 
but lie is well fatisfied, that the real fulFerings of Julian will far ex- 
ceed the fabulous torments of Ixion or Tantalus. 

Tillemont (Hift. des Erapereurs, tom. iv. p. 549.) has col- 
lei&ed thefe vifions. Some faint or angel was obferved to be abfent 
in the night on a fecret expedition, &c. 

Sozomen ( 1 . vi. a.) applauds the Greek dotilrine of tyranni- 
cide } but the whole paflage, which a Jefuit might have tranflated, Is 
prudently fuppreffed by the Prelklent Coufiti. 

Immediately after the death of Julian, an uncertain rumour 
was fcattered, telo cecidifle Romano. It was carried, by fome de- 
ferters to the Perfiancamp; and the Romans were reproached as the 
aflaffins of the Emperor by Sapor and his fubjcds (Ammian. xxv, o. 
Libaniiis de ulcifcendd Juliani nece, c.xiii. p. 163, 163. \ It wr^ 
urged, as a.decifive proof, that no Perfian had appeared to claim 
the promifed rewai-d (Liban. Orat. Parent, c. 14 1. p. 3<'-;-:, But the 
flying horieman, 'W'ho darted the fatal javelin, might be ignorant of 
itsefFedl; or he might be llain in the fame asflion. Ammianus 
spither feels nor infpires a fuJpicion,. 

or-. 
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or confidently afierted, that the governors of the c H A P. 
church had inftigated and directed the fanaticifm ^ , 

of a domeftic affiiffin Above fixteen years 
after tire deatli of Julian, the charge was foleiimly 
and vehemently urged, in a public oration, ad- 
dreffed by Libanius to the Emperor Theodofiiis. 

His fufpicions are imfupported by fa6l or argu- 
ment j and we can only efleem the generous zeal 
of the fophift of Antioch, for the cold and ne- 
glected allies of his friend 

It was an ancient cullom imthe funerals, as and funeral 
well as in tlie triumphs, of the Romans, that the 
voice of praife Ihould he corrected by that of 
fatire and ridicule ; and that, in the midlt of the 
Iplendid pageants, which difpiayed the glory of 
the living or of the dead, their imperfections 
Ihould not be concealed from the eyes of the 
world Tins cullom was praCtifed in the fu- 
neral of Jul an. The comedians, who refented' 
his contempt and averlion for the theatre, ex- 
hibited, with the appkufe of a Chriftian audi- 
ence, the lively and exaggerated repreientation 

O? Ti? evtoXt]? Tw (Tywy ayray Tliis dark apd 

amblguoiis expreflion may point to Athanafiusj the firfl;, without a 
rival, of the Chriftian clergy (Libanius de ulciC Jul. nece, c. 5. 
p. 149. La Bleterie, Iliftdc Joviea, toni-i. p. 179.). 

The Orator (Fabricius, Bibliot. Gra2c. tom. vii. p. 145—- 179.) 
fcatters fufpicions, demands an inquiry, and iufinuates, that proofs 
might ftill be obtained. He afcribes the fuccefs of the Huns to the 
Grimlnal negletft of revenging Julian’s death. 

At the funeral of Vefpafian, the comedian who perfonated that 
frugal Emperor, anxioufly inquired, bow much it cdft ? — Fourfeore 
thoufand pounds (centies). — Give me the tenth part of the lum, and 
throw my body into the Tyber. Sneton. in Velpafian, c. 19. with 
fhe notes of Cafaubon and Grtmovius, 
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of the faults and follies of the deceafed Emperoiv 
His various chara6ter and fingular^, manners 
afforded an ample fcope for pleafantry and ridi- 
cule^^^ In the exercife of his uncommon ta» 
lents, he often defcended below the majefty of 
his rank. Alexander was transformed into Dio-- 
genes j the phiiofopher was degraded into a prieft» 
The parity of his virtue was fuliied by exceffive 
vanity ; his fiiperllition difturbed the peace, and 
endangered the fafety, of a mighty empire j and 
his irregular fallies were the lefs entitled to in- 
dulgence, as they appeared to be the laborious 
efforts of art, or even of affectation. The re- 
mains of Julian were interred at Tarfus in Cilicia 5 
but his llately tomb which arofe in that city, on 
the banks of the cold and lympid Cydnus was 
difpleating to the faithful friends, who loved and . 
fevered the memory of that extraordinary man. 
The phiiofopher expreffed a veryreafonable wilhs 
that the difciple of Plato might have repoled 
amidft the groves of the academy : wliile the 
Ibldier exclaimedin bolder accents, that the allies 
of Julian lliould have been mingled with thofe of 
Caefar, in the field of Mars, and among the an- 

137 Gregory (Oral. iv. p. 129, 120.) compares this luppofed igno- 
miny and ridicule to the funeral lionotos of Cqnftantius, whofe body 
was chaun ted over Mount Tanms by a choir of angels. 

'•’•' Quintus Curtius, I. ui. c.' 4 * The luxuriancy of his defcrip- 
tions ^has been often cenfured. Yet it was almofi the thity of the 
hiftorlan to defcribe a river, 'whofe waters had nearly provedfatal to 
Alexander. 

Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 156. p. 377. Yet he acknow- 
1 edges with gratitude tlie liberality of the two royal brothers in deco- 
rating the tomb of Julian (de ulcif. JuL nece, c. 7. p. 253.), 
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cient monuments of Roman virtue The 
Iiiftory of princes does not very frequently renew 
the example of a fimilar competition. 

Cujus fuprema et cineres, fi qui tunc jufte confuleret, non 
Cjrdnus videre deberet, quamvis gratiffimus amnis et liquidus : fed ad 
perpetuandam gloriam reifte fadlorum prseterlambere Tiberis iilter- 
fecans urbem seternam, divorumque veterura wionumenta prseftringens. 
Anwnian. xxv. lo. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

The Got^ernment and Death of Jovian. -—Elec-- 
tion of Valentinian^ 'who ajfodates his Brother 
Vakns, and mahes the final Dkifion of the 
Eafern and Wejieni Empires. of 
Procopius.— -Civil and Ecclefq/iical Admi- 
niftration. — Germany .—Britain. — Africa . — 
The Eaf. — The Danube. — Death of Valenti- 
nian. — Biis two Sons, Grattan and Valenti- 
nianll., fticceed to the Wefern Empire. 

CHAP. death of Julian had left the public afiairs 

empire in a very doubtful and dan- 
Stateof gerous lituation. The Roman army was faved 

A by an inglorious, perhaps a necelfary,' treaty' ; 

and the frll moments of peace were confecrated 
by the pious Jovian to rellore the domeftic tran- 
quillity of the church and Hate. The indifcre- 
tion of his predecelTor, inllead of reconciling, 
had artfully fomented the religious war: and 
the balance which he affe<Sted to preferve be- 
tween the hoRile factions, ferved only to per- 
petuate the conteft, by the viciffitudes of hope 
and fear, by the rival claims of ancient poffef- 
fioii and a6t;ual favour. The Chriftians had for- 
gotten the Q)irit of the Gofpel ; and the Pagans 
had imbibed the fpirit of the church. In private 

' The medals of Jowan adorn Mm with vidlories, laurel crowns, 
and proftrate captives. Ducange, Famil. Byzantln. p. 5a. Flattery 
is a foolifli fuicide; Ihedefiroysherielfwith her own hands. ' 

families^ 
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larailieSj the fentimeuts of nature were extin- c ii a p. 

guillied by the blind fury of zeal and revenge : , 

the inajefty of the laws was violated or abufed ; 
the cities of the Eafl were itained with bloody 
and the moil implacable enemies of the Ro- 
mans were in the bofom of their country. 

Jovian was educated in the profellion of Cliiii- 
tianityj and as he marched from Niiibis to 
Antioch, the banner of the Crofs, the Labarum 
of Conftantine, which was again diiplayed at 
the head of the legions, announced to the people 
the faith of their new Emperor. As foon as he 
afcended the throne, he tranfmitted a circular 
epiftle to all the governors of provinces : in 
which he confeifed the divine truth, and fecured 
the legal eilabliiliment, of the Chriftian religion, 
rile infidious edidls of Julian were aboiiilied ; 
the eccieiiailical immuriities were rellored and 
enlarged j and Jovian condefcended to lament, 
that the diftrefs of the times obliged him to 
diininifli the meafure of charitable diftribii- 
tions The Chrifliana were unanimous in the 
loud and fincere applaufe which they bellowed 
on the pious fuccedbr of Julian. But they were 
ftill ignorant what creed, or what fynod, he 
would cluife for the Itandard of orthodoxy j and 

Jovian reftored to the church Tov xo£r//oy ; a forcible and 
comprehenfive exprellion (Philoftorgius, 1. viii. c. 5. •with Godefroy’s 
Diilertations, p. 329. Sozomen, I, vi. c. 3.). The ng-w law which 
condemned the rape or marriage of nuns (Cod. Theod. I. ix. tit. xxv. 
leg. a.), is exaggerated by Sozomen j who fuppofeS) that an amorous 
glance, the adultery pf t.be heart? wa§ punUhed 'wnth death by the 
evangelic- legiflator. 
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C H A P. the peace of the church immediately revived 
XXV. tliofe eager difputes which had beeu fulpeuded 
during the feafon of perfecution* The epifcopal 
leaders of the contending fe^s, convinced, from 
experience, how much their fate would depend 
on the earlieft impreffions that were made on 
the mind of an untutored foldier, haftened to 
the court of Edeffa, or Antioch. The highways 
of the Eail were crowded with Homooufian, and 
Arian, and Semi- Arian, and Eunomian biftiops, 
who llruggled to outttrip each otlier in the holy 
race j the apartments of the palace refounded 
with their clamours; and the ears of their prince 
were affaulted, and perhaps alloniflied, by the 
fingukr mixture of metaphyfical argument and 
.padionate inve^ive^ The moderation of Jovian, 
who recommended concord and charity, and re- 
ferred the dilputants to the fentence of a future 
counci], w^as interpreted as a lymptom of indif- 
ference; but his attachment to the Nicene 
creed was at length difcovered and declared, 
by the reverence which he exprelied for the 
ccslejlial^ virtues of the great Athanafius. The 
intrepid veteran of the faith, at the age of fe- 
venty, had iffued from his retreat on the firft 
intelligence of the tyrant’s death. The accia»* 

Compare Socrates, l.iu. c. 35. and Pliiloftorgius, i. viii. c. 6. 
with Godefroy’s DilTertations, p. 330. 

The -word rij-/.^/«/famtIy exprefles the .impious and extravagant 
flattery ’df the Emperor to the archbiihop, thj wpoj tov ©eov tov oXuv 
o/*oiwo-Ewf. (See the original epifUe in Athanafius, tom. ii. p.33.). 
Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. x£. p. 39s,) celebrates the friendthip o£ 
Jovian and Athanafius. The primate’s journey -w^as advifed by the 

Egyptian monks (Tilleniont, Mem, Ecclef. tom. viii. p. a ai.). 
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mations of tlie people feated him once more on chap. 
the archi-epifcopal throne 5 and he wifely ac- , , 

cepted, or anticipated, the invitation of Jovian. 

The venerable figure of Athanafius, his calm 
courage, and infinuating eloquence, fuflained 
the reputation which he had already acquired 
in the courts of four fucceffive princes ^ As 
foon as he had gained the confidence, and 
feciired the faith, of the Chriftian Emperor, h.e 
returned in triumph to his diocefe, and con- 
tinued, with mature counfels and iindirainiflied 
vigour, to diredt, ten years longer the eccle- 
liaftical government of Alexandria, Egypt, and 
the Catholic church. Before his departure from 
Antioch, he afiured Jovian that his orthodox 
devotion would be rewarded with a long and 
peaceful reign. Athanafius had reafon to hope, 
that he fliould be allowed either the merit of a 
fuccefsful predidtion, or the excufe of a grate- 
ful, though inefie6tual, prayer \ 


* Athanafius, at the court of Antioch, is agreeably reprefented by • 
La Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien, torn.!, p. lai — 148.): he tranflates the 
fingular and original conferences of the Emperor, the primate of 
Egypt, and the Arlan deputies. The Abbe is not fatisfied with the 
coarfe pleafantry of Jovian ; but his partiality for Athanafius aflumes, 
in his eyes, the charac^ter of juftice. 

® The true sera of his death is perplexed with fome difficulties 
(Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. viii. p. 719 — 723.). But the date 
(A.D. 373, May a.), which feems the moft conliftent with hiftory 
and reafon, is ratified by his authentic life (Maffei OlTervazioni Let- 
teraire, tom.iii. p. 81.). 

? See the obfervations ofValefius and Jortin (Remarks on Eccle- 
fiaftical Hiftory, vol. Iv. p. 38.), on the original letter of Athanafius ; 
which is preierved by Theodoret (1. iv. c. 3.) In fome MSS. this 
indifcreet promife is omitted; perhaps by the Catholics, jealous of 
the prophetic fame of their leader. 
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c H A P. The fliglitefl force, when it is applied to affift 
, , and guide the natural defcent of its object, ope- 

Jovian I'ates witli irreliftible weight ; and J ovian had the 
proclaims fortoiie to embrace the religious opinions 

tobSion. which were fupported by the fpirit of the times, 
and the zeal and numbers of the moll powerful 
fe6l ^ Under his reign, Cliridianity obtained 
an eajfy and lafting vi^ory; and as foon as the 
fmile of royal patronage was withdrawn, the ge- 
nius of Paganifra, which had been fondly railed 
and cherilhed by tbe arts of Julian, funk irreco- 
verably in the dull. In many cities, the temples 
were iliut or deferted: the philofophers, who 
had abufed their tranfient favour, thought it 
prudent to Ibave their beards, and difguife their 
profelfion*, and the Chriftians rejoiced, that they 
were nowin a condition to forgive, or to revenge, 
the injuries wliich they had fuffered under the 
preceding; reign The conlierriation of the 
Pagan world was difpelled by a wile and gracious 
edidi of toleration j in which Jovian explicitly 
declared, that although he lliould fevereiy 
pun nil the facrilegious rites of magic, his fub- 
jec^ils might exercife, with freedom and fafety, 
the ceremonies of the ancient worlliip. The 
niemory of this law has been preferved by the 

^ Athanafius (apud Theodoret, I. iv. c. 3.) magnifies the number of 
the orthodosj who compofed the v,diole world, mv 

Ajny '1 his aflertioa was verified in the fpace of thirty or 

forty years. 

Socrates, I. iii. c. 34. Gregory Nazianzen (Grat. iv. p. 131,), 
and Libanius (Orat, Parentalis, 0,148. p. 369.), exprefs the 
fenlinients of their refpe^iive fadions. 

orator 
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orator ThemiRius, who was deputed by the CH AP, 
fenate of Coiiftantinople to exprefs their loyal , , 

deFotiou for the new Emperor. Themiftius 
expatiates on the clemency of the Divine Na- 
ture, the facility of human error, the rights of 
confcience, and the independence of the mind; 
and, with fome eloquence, inculcates the prin- 
ciples of philofophical toleration ; whofe aid 
Superftition herfelf, in the hour of her diftreft, 
is not aftiamed to implore. He juftly obferves, 
that, in the recent changes, both religions had 
been alternately difgraced by the feeming acqui- 
fition of worthlefs profelytes, of thofe votaries of 
tlie reigning purple, who could pafs, without a 
reafon, and without a blufh, from the church to 
the temple, and from the altars of Jupiter to the 
facred table of the Chrillians 

In the fpace of feven months, the Roman His pro- 
troops, who were now returned to Antioch, had 
performed a march of fifteen hundred miles; in a.d. 363 , 
which they had endured all the hardfliips of war, 
of famine, and of climate. Nqtwithftanding 
their fervices, their fatigues, and the approach 
of winter, the timid and impatient Jovian al- 
lowed only, to the men and hories, a refpite of 
fix weeks. The Emperor could not fuftain the 
indifcreet and malicious raillery of the people of 

ThemilHus, Orat. v. p. 63 — 71. edit. Harduin, Paris, 1684. 

The Abbe de la Bleterie judicioufly remarks (Hift. de Jovien, tom. i. 
p. 199.), that Sozomen has forgot the general toleration; and The- 
miftius the eftablilhment of the Catliolic religion. Each of them 
turned away from the objedt which he dilliked ; and wlflied to fup- 
prefs the part of the edid the leaft honourable, in Ms opinion, to the 
Emperor Jovian. ’ 

a 4 Antioch* 
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CHAP. Antioch". He was impatient to poffefs the 
palace of Conftantinople ; and to prevent the 
ambition of fome competitor,, who might oc- 
cupy the vacant allegiance of Europe. But he 
foon received the grateful intelligence, that his 
authority was acknowledged from the Thracian 
Bofphorus to the Atlantic ocean. By the firil 
letters which he difpatched from the camp of 
Mefopotamia, he had delegated the military 
command of Gaul and Illyricum to Malarich, a 
brave and faithful officer of the nation of the 
Franks; and to his father-in-law, Count Lucil- 
lian, who had formerly dillingiiiflied his courage 
and condu6l; in the defence of Nifibis. Mala- 
rich had declined an office to which he thought 
himfelf unequal; and Lucillian was maffacred 
at Rheims, in an accidental mutiny of the Bata- 
vian cohorts". But the moderation of Jovinus, 
mafler-general of the cavalry, who forgave the 
intention of his di/grace, foon appeafed the tu- 
mult, and confirmed the uncertain minds of the 
foldiers. The oath of fidelity was adminiftered, 
and taken with loyal acclamations ; and the de- 
puties of the Weftern armies'^ fainted their new 
Sovereign as he defcended from Mount Taurus 

" Oi Ss Avtjo%ej5 ax ■nhaii SieKUvro 'Ergo? avrosi : ocXX" EWso-xorTov 
avTov uSxig y.xl wagw&aw, kkI toi; KaXa/jLE-joi; (paf/,u(Tcroi; (famojis 
libellis). Johan. Antiochen. in Excerpt. Valefian. p. 845. The 
libels of Antioch may be admitted on very flight evidence. 

y- Compare Ammianus (xxv. 10.), who omits the name of the 
Batavians, with Zofimus ( 1 - iii. p. 197.), who removes the fcene of 
a£iion from Rheims to Sirmram. 

Quos capita fcholarum ordo cafti’enfis appellat. Aramian. 
xxv. 10. and Valef. ad locum. 

16 
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to the city of Tyana, in Cappadocia. From chap. 
Tyana he continued his hafty march to Ancyra, ^ 

capital of the province of Galatia 5 where Jovian 
affumed, with his infant fon, the name and en- 
iigns of the confulfliip Dadafl:a.na'% an oh- A.D. 364. 
fcure town, almofl at an equal diftance between 
Ancyra and Nice, was marked for the fatal 
term of his journey and his life. After indulging 
himfelf with a plentiful, perhaps an intemperate, 
fupper, he retired to reft ; and the next morn- 
ing the Emperor Jovian was found dead in his 
bed. The caufe of this fudden death was vari- Death of 
oufly underftood. Byfome it was afcribedto the 
confequences of an indigeftion, occalioned either 
by the quantity of the wine, or the quality of 
the muflirooms, which he had fwallowed in the 
evening. According to others, he was fuffocated 
in his deep by the vapour of charcoal, which 
extracted from the walls of the apartment the 
unwholeforae moifture of the freftr plafter *®. 

But the want of a regular inquiry into the death 

Cujus vagitus, pertinaciter reluifantis, ne In curull fella vehere- 
tur ex more, id quod mox accidit protendebat. Auguftus and his 
fucceflbrs refpedlfully folicited a dlfpenfatlon of age for the fons or 
nephews whom they raifed to the confulfliip. But the curule chair 
of the firft Brutus had never been dilhonoured by an infant. 

’’ The Itinerary of Antoninus fixes Dadaftana X2S Roman miles 
from Nice; 117 from Ancp-a (Weffeling, Itinerar. p. 142.). The 
pilgrim; of Bourdeaux, by omitting fome ftages, reduces the whole 
fpace from 242 to 181 miles. WelTeling, p. 574. • 

See Amraianus (xxv. 10.), Eutropius (x. 18.), who might like- 
wife be prefent ; Jerom (tom. i. p. 26. ad Heliodorum), Orofius 
(vll. 31.), Sozomen ( 1 . vi. c. 6.), Zofimus (l.ui. p. 197, 198.), and 
Zonaras (tom. ii. 1 , xiii. p. 28, 29.). We cannot expedl a perfed 
agreement, and we fhall not cbfcufs nunute differences. 
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p. of a prince whofe reign and perfon fooa 
^ forgotten, appears to have been the only circuin- 
fiance which countenancedthe malicious wliifpers 
of poifoii and domellic guilt The body of 
Jovian was fent to Conflantinople, to be interred 
with his predeceffors, and the fad procelTion was 
met on the road by his wife Charito, the daugh- 
ter of Count Lucillian 5 who Hill wept the recent 
death of her father, and was haftening to dry her 
tears in the embraces of an Imperial hufband. 
Her difappointment and grief were embittered 
by the anxiety of maternal tendernefs. Six weeks 
before the death of Jovian, his infant fon had 
been placed in the curule chair, adorned with 
the title of Nobiliffimus, and the vain enfigns of 
the confulfliip. Unconfcious of his fortune, the 
royal youth, who, from his grandfather, affumed 
the name of Varronian, was reminded only by 
the jealouly of the government, that he was the 
fon of an emperor. Sixteen years afterwards he 
was dill alive, but he had already been deprived 
of an eye 5 and his afflicted mother expedted, 
every hour, that the innocent victim would be 
torn fromher arms, to appeafe, with hisblood, the 
fufpicions of the reigning prince 

Ammianus, unmindful of Ws ufual candour and good fenfe, 
compares the death of the harmlefs Jovian to that of the fecond 
Africanus, who had excited the fears and refentment of tlie popular 
faflion. ■ 

Chryfoftom, tom.i, p.336. 344. edit. Montfaucon. The Clirif- 
tian orator attempts to condort a widow by die examples of illuftrious 
misfortunes ; and obfervesjthat of nine emperors (including the Caefar 
Gallus) who had reigned in his time, only two (Conftantine and Con- 
flantius) died a natural death. Such vague confolations have never 
wiped away a fingle tear. 

'io After 
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After the death of Jovian, the throne of the c hap 
R oman world remained ten days"'^ without a , 

mailer. The miniilers and generals ftiil con- Vacancy of 
tinned to meat in council ; to exercife their re- 
fpefilive fun6lions; to maintain the public order; ^6. 
and peaceably to condu<Sl the army to the city 
of Nice ill Bithyiiia, which was chofen for the 
place of the eiedlion In a folemii affembly 
of the civil and military powers of the empire, 
the diadem was again iinanimouflyohered to the 
prmfedl Salluil. He enjoyed the glory of a 
lecond refuiltl : and when the virtues of the fa- 
ther were aliedged in favour of his fon, the prm- 
fedl, with the iirmnefs of a dihnterefted patriot, 
declared to the electors, that the feeble age of 
the one, and the unexperienced youth of the 
other, were equally incapable of the laborious 
duties of government. Several candidates w^e 
propofed ; and, after weighing the objefirions of 
charadler or fituation, they were fucceffively re- 
jedled ; but, as foon as the name of Valentinian 
was pronounced, the merit of that officer united 


Ten days appeared fcarcely fufficient for the march and election. 
But it may be obfen,fed ; i. That the generals might command the 
expeditious ufe of the public polls for themfelves, their attendants, and 
meirengers. a. That the troops, for the eafe of the cities, marched in 
many divifions ; and that the head of the column might arrive at 
Nice when the rear halted at Ancjn-a. 

. Ammianus, sxvi. i. Zofimus, 1 . Hi. p. 198. Phlioflorgias, 
I. viii. c. 8. and Godefroy, Diflertat. p. 334. Phiioftorgius, who ap- 
pears to have obtained feme curious and authentic intelligence, aferibes 
the choice of Valentinian to the prafedl Sallull, the mailer-general 
Arintheus, Degalaiphus count of the domellics, and the Patrician Da- 
tianus, whofe preffing recoraiiiendations from Ailcyra had a weighty 
Influence in the eiedlion. 
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CHAP, the fufrages of the whole affembly, and obtained 
the fincere approbation of Salliift himfelf. Va-* 
Eieaion lentinian®* was the fon of Count Gratian, a native 

andctoac- ^ibalis inPaniionia, who,from an obfcure con- 
iln&ian!' clition, had raifed himfelf, by matchlefs ftrength 
and dexterity, to the military commands of Africa 
and Britain 5 from which he retired with an am- 
ple fortune and fufpicious integrity. The rank 
and fervices of Gratian contributed, however, to 
finooth the firll fleps of the promotion of his 
fon ; and afforded him an early opportunity of 
difplaying thofe folid and ufeful qualifications, 
which raifed his character above the ordinary 
level of his fellow-foldiers. The perfon of Va- 
lentiniaii was tall, graceful, and majeflic. His 
manly countenance, deeply marked with the 
impreffion of fenfe and fpirit, infpired his friends 
with awe, and his enemies with fear : and, to 
fecond the eftbrts of his undaunted courage, the 
fon of Gratian had inherited the advantages of 
a ftrong and healthy conftitution. By the habits 
of chaflity and temperance, which reflrain the 
appetites and invigorate the faculties, Valenti- 
nian preferved his own, and the public, efteem. 
The avocations of a military life had diverted 
his youth from the elegant purfuits of literature 5 
lie was ignorant of the Greek language, and the 
arts of rhetoric ; but as the mind of the orator 
was never difconcerted by timid perplexity, he 
was able, as often as the occafion prompted him, 

Ammianus (xxx. 7. 9.jj ,and the younger Vidlor, have furnifhed 
the portrait of Valentimanj which naturally precedes and illuftrates the 
hiftory of his reign. 

to ■ 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


237 

to deliver his decided fentiments with bold and CHAP, 
ready elocution. The laws of martial difcipline , . 

were the only laws that he had ftudied ; and he 
was foon diftinguiftied by the laborious diligence, 
and inflexible feverity, with which he difcharged 
and inforced the duties of the camp. In the 
time of Julian he provoked the danger of dif- 
grace, by the contempt which he publicly ex- 
preffed for the reigning religion ; and it fliould 
feem, from his fubfequent condudl, that the in- 
difcreet and imfeafonable freedom of Valentinian 
was the effedl of military Ipirit, rather than of 
Chridian zeal. He was pardoned, however, 
and dill employed by a prince who edeemed his 
merit and in the various events of the Perfiaii 
war, he improved the reputation which he had 
akeady acquired on the banks of the Rhine. 

The celerity and fuccefs with which he executed 
an important commiflion, recommended him to 
the favour of Jovian j and to the honourable 
command of the fecond fchool, or company, of 
Targetteers, of the domedic guards. In the 
march from Antioch, he had reached his quarters 
at Ancyra, when he was unexpedledly fuminoned 
without guilt, and without intrigue, to alTume, 

At Antioch, where he was obliged to attend the Emperor to the 
temple, he ftruck a prieft, who had prefumed to purify him with luftral 
water (Sozomen, 1. vi. c. 6 .). Theodoret, 1- iii. c. 15 .), Such public 
defiance might become Valentinian ; but it could leave no room for 
the unworthy delation of the philofopher Maximus, which fuppofes 
fome more private offence (Zofimus, Liv. p.aoo, aoi.). 

Socrates, 1. iv. A previous exile to Melitene, or Thebais (the 
firft might be poflible), is interpofed by Sozomen (1. vi. c. 6 .) and Phi- 
loftorgius (1. -vrii, c. 7 . with Godefroy’s DifierUtioris, p.a 93 .)» 

ill 
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c H A P. in the forty-third year of his age, the abfolate 
government of the Roman empire. 

He is ac- ' The iiivitation of the miniHers and generals 
kn<Aviedg- Qf of moment, imlefs it were 

amnV''^ confirmed by the voice of the army. The aged 
A. o. 364. Sallufi, wdio had long obferved the irregular 

Feb a") ^ ® ^ 

flii6i:uations of popular affemblies, propofed, un- 
der pain of death, that none of thofe perfons, 
whofe rank in the fervice might excite a party in 
their favour, ihould appear in public, on the day 
of the inauguration. Yet fuch was the preva- 
lence of ancient fiiperRition, that a whole day 
was voluntarily added to this dangerous inter- 
val, becaufe it happened to be the intercalation 
of the Bifiextile 'h At length, when the hour 
was fuppofed to be propitious, Yalentinian file wed 
hirafelf from a lofty tribunal : the judicious 
choice was applauded ; and the new prince was 
folemnly in veiled wdth the diadem and the pur- 
ple, amidli the acclamations of the troops, wlio - 
weredifpofed in martial order round tlie tribunal. 
But when he llretched forth his hand to addrefs 
the armed multitude, a buly whifper was acci- 
dentally llarted in the ranks, and inlenfibly 
fwelled into a loud and imperious clamour, that 
he fliould name, without delay, a colleague in the 

“ Ammianus, in a long, beeaufe unfeafonable, digreffion (xxvi. i. 
and Valeiius ad locum) ralhly fuppofes that he underftands an aftro- 
noraical queftlon, of which his readers are Ignorant. It is treated 
with more judgment and propriety by Genforinus (de Die Natali, c. ao.), 
and Macrobius (Saturnal. I. i. c. la— 16.). The appellation of -Bi/- 
fixtih, wliich marks the inaufpidous year (Auguftin, ad Jamiariara, 
Epift. 119.) is derived from the repetition of ^xejixth day of the calepdi 
of March. 
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empire. The intrepid caimnefs of Valentinian c 
obtained iileiice and commanded refpe^t ; and 
lie thus addreffed the alTembly : “ A few mi» 

“ nutes lince it was in your power, fellow-fol- 
diers, to have left me in the obfcmity of a 
“ private ftation. Judging from the teflimony 
“ of my paft life, that I deferved to reign, you 
“ have placed me on the throne. It is now my 
“ duty to confult the fafety and intereft of the 
y republic. The weight of the univerfe is tm«> 

“ doubtedly too great for the hands of a feeble 
“ mortal. I am confcious of the limits of my 
“ abilities, and the uncertainty of my life : and 
far from declining, I am anxious to folicit, 

“ the affiftance of a wwtliy colleague. But, 

“ where difcord maybe fatal, the choice of a 
faithful friend requires mature and ferioiis 
“ deliberation. That deliberation fiiall be my 
“ care. Let coiidu^ be dutiful and con- 
“ fiftent. Retire to your quarters 5 refrefli your 
“ minds and bodies j and expert the accuf 
tomed donative on the acceffion of a new 
“ emperor The afcoiiiilied troops, with a 
mixture of pride, of llitisfa6tioa, and of terror, 
confeffed the voice of their mafter. Their angry 
clamours fubfided into fiieot reverence ^ and 
Valentinian, encoinpaffed with the eagles ofth© 
legions, and the various banners of the cavalry 
and infantry, was coudu6led, in warlike pomp, 
to the palace of Nice. As he was fenfible, how» 
ever, of the importance of preventing fome ralli 

Valentinian’s firfl: fpeech is fuD in Aminiamis (xxvi. ».}; concife 
and fententious ia Philoftorgius (i. 'wii. c. 8.J. 

deck- 
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c H A P. declaration of the foldiers, lie confulted the af- 
» chiefs ; and their real fentiments 

were concifely exprelTed by the generoiisfreedqm 
of Dagalaiphus. “ Molt excellent prince,” faid 
that officer, if you conlider only your family, 

‘‘ you have a brother ; if you love the republic, 
« look round for the mod deferving of the Ro- 
« mans The Emperor, who fuppreffed liis 
dfljileafure, without altering his intention , flowly 
proceeded from Nice to Nicomedia and Conftan- 
and aflbci- tinoplc. In 006 of the fuburbs of that capital 
ServSs' ^^ys after his own elevation, he bellowed 
A.D. 364. the title of Auguftus on bis brother Valens ; 
March a8. boldeft patriots were convinced, that 

their oppoiition, without being ferviceable to 
their country, would be fatal to thernfelves, the 
declaration of his abfolute will was received 
with lilent fubmiffion. Valens was now in the 
thirty-lixth year of his age ; but his abilities had 
never been exercifed in any employmentj mili- 
tary or civil; and his character had not infpired 
the world with any fanguine expectations. He 
poffeffed, however, one quality, which recom- 
mended him to Valentinian, and preferved the 
domellic peace of the empire ; a devout and 
grateful attachment to his benefaClor, whofe 
fuperiority of genius, as well as of authority, 

si tuos, amas, Imperator optime, Iiabes fratrem ; fi Rempub- 
licara, quaere quem veffias. Ammian. xxvi. 4. In the divifion of 
the empire, Valentinian retdned that fincere counfellor for himfelf 

(c.6.> 

In fuburbano, Amiiiian._xxvi. 4. The famous Hebdomen, or 
field of Mars, was diftant from Conftantinople either feven ftadia, or 
feven miles,- See Valefius, and his brother, ad loc, and Ducange. 
Oqnfi. I. H. p. 140, 141. 17*, 173. 


Valens, 
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Valens humbly and cheerfully acknowledged in chap* 
every adlion of his life 

Before Valentinian divided the provinces, he The final 
reformed the adminiflration of the empire. All 
ranks of fubje 61 ;s, who had been injured or op- andweftern 
prefled under the reign of Julian, were invited 
to fupport their public accufations. The filence juae.* 
of mankind attefted the fpotlefs integrity of the 
praefe^l Salluft^®; and his own preffing folicita- 
tions, that he might be permitted to retire from 
the bull nets of the flate, were rejected by Valen- 
tinian with the moll honourable expreflions of 
friendliii p and elleem. But am ong th e favourites 
of the late Emperor, there were many who had 
abufed his credulity or fuperllition 5 and who 
could no longer hope to be protected either 
by favour or jullice The greater part of the 
minillers of the palace, and the governors of the 
provinces, were removed fi'om their relpedtive 
Rations j yet the eminent merit of fome officers 
was dillinguilhed from the obnoxious crowd ; 
and, notwithllanding the oppofite clamours of 
zeal and refentment, the whole proceedings of 
this delicate inquiry appear to have been con- 
du6led with a reafonable {hare of wifdom and 

Participem quidem. iegitlmum poteftatis ; fed ui modum appa- 
ritoris morigerum» ut progrediens aperiet textus. Amraian. xxvi. 4. 

Notwithftanding the evidence of Zonaras, Suidas, and the Paf- 
chai Chronicle, M. de Tillement (Hift. des Erapereurs, tom. v. 
p. 671.) nmjfies to dllbelieve thefe ftories fi avantageufes a mi payen. 

Eunapius celebrates and exaggerates the fufFerings of Maximus 
(p. 8a, 83.) ; yet. he allows, that this fophift or magician, the guilty 
favourite of Julian, and the perfonal enemy of Valentinian, was dif- 
. miffed on the payment of a fmail fine. 

VOL. IV. . : modera- 
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c H A p. moderation The feMvky of a new reign re» 
, ceived a fliort and fLifpieioiis interruption from 
the tiidden illnefs of the two princes: but as Iboii 
as their health was reftored, they left Conitaii- 
tinople in the beginning of the fpring. In the 
caftle, or palacej of Mediaiia, only three miles 
from Naiffiis, they executed the folemn and final 
divifion of the Roman empire "'. Valeiitiiiiaii 
befowed on his brother the rich prmfcelure of 
the Ecifi^ from the Lower Danube to the con- 
fines of Perfia j wliilix he referved for his imme- 
diate governmeiit the warlike pra’fedtures of 
Ilh/ricum, wad Ckml^ from the extremity 

of Greece to the Caledonian ram])ar t ; and- from 
the rampart of Galedonia to the foot of Mount 
Atlas. The proviiieial adminiftratioii remained 
on its former bafisj but a double fiipply of gene- 
rals and magifirates was required for two coun- 
cils, and two courts: the divifion was made with 
a jufc regard to their peculiar merit and fituation, 
and feven rnailer-generals were toon croated, 
either of the cavalry or infantry. When this 
important bufinefs had been amicably tranfadf ed, 
Vaientinian and Valens embraced for the lail 
time. The Emperor of the Yfeft eflablifiied h is 
temporary refideiice at Milan; and the Emperor 
of the Ea/ft returned to Couilan tinople, to afilime 
the dominion of fifty provinces, of whofe lari'- 
giuige he was totally ignorant -'h 

.The 

The loofe EiTertioas of a ^neral difgrace (Zofiniiis, I. i\% 
p. 301 :) arc detcdled and refuted by Tillemout (tom, v. p. aj,). 

’’ Ammlanus, xsvi.j. 

Ammianus fays, in general terms, fubagreftis ingenii, nec liel- 
licis ncc Uberalibus lludiis erudites. Ammian.. xxxi, 14, I'he orator 
. Theniiftius, 
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The tranquillity of the Eaft was foon clifturbecl c H A p. 
by rebellion ; and the throne of Valens was 
threatened by the daring attempts of a rival, of 
whofe affinity to the Emperor Julian was his Procopius, 

. foie merit, and had been his only crime. Pro- gept.Vg*!'^* 
copius had been liaftily promoted from, the ob- 
fcure Ration of a tribune, and a notary, to the 
joint command of the army of Mefopotainia: the 
public opinion already named him as the fucGeffor 
of a prince wdio was deilitiite of natural heirs j 
and a vain rumour was propagated by his friends, 
or his enemies, that Julian, before the altar of 
the Moon, at Carrlim, had privately invefted Pro- 
copius with the Imperial purple He endea- 
voured, by his dutiful and fubmiffive behaviour, 
to difarm the jealoiify of Jovian j religned, vrithr 
out a: Gonteft, his military command j and re- 
tired, with his wife and family, to cultivate the 
ample patrimony which he poireired in the pro- 
vince of Cappadocia. Thefe ufeful and innocent 
occupations were interrupted by the appearance 
of an officer, with a band of foldiers, who, in the 

Themiftius, with the genume impertixience of a Greek, wlflied for the 
fu-ft time to fpeak the Latin language, the dialecl of his lovereign. 

SjxXhhtov x£aTac-«y. Orat. vi. p. 71. 

The uncertain degree 'of alliance, or confanguinity, is expreffed 
by the words cognatus, confobrinus (fee Valefius ad Am- 

mian. xxiii. 3.). The mother of Procopius might be a fiftei: of 
Bafilina, and Coimf Julian, the mother arid uncle of the Apoflatc. 

Ducange. Fam. Byzantin. p. 49. 

Ammian. xxiii. 3. xxvi. 6. He mentions the report with mucli 
liefitation: fufuvravit obfcurior fama ; nemo enim didli atidlor exftitit 
verus. lyfexves, however, to remark, that Procopius wa.s a Pagan. 

Yet his religion does not appear to have pforribtcd, or obftrucft'd, his 
pretenfionsfv 


n 3 


name 
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c H A P. name of liis new fovereigns, Valentinian and Va» 
Jens, was difpatched to conda6t the unfortunate 
’ Procopius either to a perpetual prifon, or ’an 
ignominious death. His prefence of mind pro- 
cured him a longer reipite, and a more fplendid 
fate. Without prefuming to difpute the royal 
mandate, he requefted the indulgence of a few 
moments to embrace his weeping family ; and, 
while the vigilance of his guards was relaxed by 
a plentiful entertainment, he dexterouily efcaped 
to the fea-coafl of the Euxine, from whence he 
paired over to the country of Bolphorus. In that 
fequeftered region he remained many months, 
expofed to the hardlhips of exile, of foiitude, 
and of want ; his melancholy temper brooding 
over his misfortunes, and his mind agitated by 
the juft apprehenfton, that if any accident ftioiild 
difc over his name, thefaithlefs Barbarians would 
violate, without much fcruple, the laws of hofpi- 
tality. In a moment of impatience and defpair, 
Procojhus embarked in a merchant veflel, which 
made fail for Conftantinople; and boldly afpired 
to the rank of a fovereign, becaufe he was not 
allowed to enjoy the fecurity of a fubjedt. At 
hrft he lurked in the villages of Bithynia, con- 
tinually changing his habitation, and his dif- 

guife"^ By degrees he ventured into the capital, 

trufted his life and fortune to the fidelity of 

One of his retreats was a counti^f-houfe of Eunomms, the, he- 
retic. The mafter was abfent, innocent, ignorant ; yet he narrowly 

efcaped a fentence of death, and was banifted into the remote 
parts of Mauritania (Philoftorg. I. is. c. 8. and Godefroy’s Didert, 
p. 369—378.}.' 
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two friends, a fenator and an eunucli, and con- c hap 
ceived fome hopes of fuccefs, from the intel- , , 

ligence which he obtained of the a6liial date of 
public affairs. The body of the people was in- 
fe6led with a fpirit of difcontent : they regretted 
the juftice and the abilities of Salluft, who had 
been imprudently difmiffed from the pr£efe6tiire 
of the Eaft. They defpifed the chara^er of 
Valens, which was rude without vigour, and 
feeble without mildnefs. They dreaded the in- 
fluence of his father-in-law, the Patrician Pe- 
tronius, a cruel and rapacious miniffer, who ri- 
goroufly exadted all the arrears of tribute that 
might remain unpaid fince the reign of the Em- 
peror Aurelian. The circumflances were pro- 
pitious to the defigns of an ufurper. The hoftile 
meafures of the Perfians required the prefence of | 
Valens in Syria: from the Danube to the Eu- * 
phrates the troops were in motion ; and the 
capital was occafionally filled with the foldiers 
who paffed or repaffed the Thracian Bofphorus. 

Two cohorts of Gauls were perfuaded to liften 
to the fecret propofals of the confpiratorsj which 
were recommended by the promife of a liberal 
donative ; and, as they Hill revered the memory 
of Julian, they eafily confented to fupport the 
hereditary claim of his profcribed kinfman. At 
the dawn of day they were drawn up near the 
baths of Anaft^fia ; and Procopius, clothed in a 
purple garment, more fuitable to a player than 
to a monarch, appeared, as if he rofe from the 
deads in the midft of Confiantinople. The foi- 
n -3 - diersg 
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R diers, who were prepared for his reception, 
ialiited their trembling prince with fliouts of joy, 
and vows of fidelity. Their numbers were fooii 
in created by a tlurdy band of peailuits, collcclcrl 
from the adjacent country j and Procopius, 
flilelded by the arms of bis adherents, was fuc- 
ceffively condiidled to the tribunal, the fenate, 
and the palace. During the lirft moments of his 
taniiiltuous reign, he was atlonitlied and terrified 
the gloomy filence of the people ; who were 
either ignorant of the caufe, or apprehenfive of 
the event. But his military flrength wasfuperior 
to any actual refiftance: the malecootents flocked 
■to tlie ftandard of rebellion y the poor were ex^ 
cited by the hopes, and the rich were intimidated 
by the fear, of a general pillage ; and the ob- 
itinate credulity of the multitude was once more 
■deceived by the promiled advantages of a revo- 
lution. The maghlrates were feisied ; the prifons 
and arfeiials broke open ; the gates, and the en- 
trance of the harbour, were diligently occupied ; 
and, in a few hours, Procopius became the ab- 
folute, though precarious, mafter of the Imperial 
city. The ufurper improved this unexpected fuc- 
cefs with fome degree of courage and dexterity. 
He artfully propagated the rumours and opinions 
the moll favourable to his intereft j while he 
deluded the populace by giving audience to the 
frequent, but imaginary, ambaMdors of diftant 
nations. The large bodies of troops flationed 
ill the cities of Thrace, and the fortrefles of the 
Lower Danube, were gradually involved in the 
■ guilt 
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guilt of rebdiioii : and the Gothic princes con- c n^AP. 
iented to ftipply the fovereign of Confcantioople 
with the formidjible Hreagth of feveral thouflind 
auxiliaries. His generals paffed the Bofplioriis, 
and fubdued, witliout an effort, the iinarined, 
but wealthy, provinces of Bithynia aiid Afia, 

After an honourable defence, the city andifland 
of Cyzieus yielded to his power ; the renowned 
legions of the Jovians and Herciilians embraced 
the caufe of the ufurper, whom they were ordered 
to cruflr ; and, as the veterans were continually 
augmented with new levies, he foon appeared at ^ 
the head of an army, whofe valour, as well as 
numbers, were not unequal to the greatnefs of 
the conteft. The fon of Hormifdas a youth of 
fpirit and ability, condefcended to draw his fword 
againflthe lawful Emperor of the Eaft ; and the 
Perfian prince was immediately invefced with the 
ancient and extraordinary powers of a llomaii 
•Proconful. The alliance of Faiiflina, the widow 
of the Emperor Conflantins, wdio entruded her- 
felf and iier daughter to the hands of the 
ufurper, added dignity and reputation to his 
caufe. The Princefs Conftantia, who was then 
about five years of age, accompanied in a litter 

Hormlftlae mature juveni HomaifdEB regalls , illius fillo, potefe 
tatem Proconfulis detulk ; et civilia, more veterum, et beila, rec- 
turo. Ammian. xxvi. 8. The Perfian. prince efcaped with honour 
and fafety, and was afterwards (A. D- 380) reftored to' the' fame 
extraordinary office of proconful of Bithynia (Tillemontj Hift. des 
Empereurs, tom.v. p. 304.). I am ignorant whether the race of 
Saflaii -was propagated. I find (A. D.514) a pope Hormifdas; 
but he was a native of Erufino, in- Itoly (Pagj, Brev. Poutific. tomi. 

. . . , , ^ B 4 • the 
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c H A R tlie march of the army. She was ftiewii to tli# 
mnltitiule in the arms of her adopted father 5 
and as often as ilie paifed through the ranks, the 
tendcniefs of thedoldiers was indamed into mar- 
tial fury : they recolle^ed the glories of the 
houfe of Condantine, and they declared, with 
loyal acclamation, that they would fliecl the laft 
drop of their blood in the defence of the royal 
infant^^ 

Bis defeat lo the meanwhile Yalentiman was alarmed 
and perplexed by the ■ doubtful intelligence of 
iiayli the revolt of the Eall, The difficulties of a 
German war forced him to cooBne his imme- 
diate care to theiafety of his own dominions 5 
and, as every channel of communication' was 
jdopt or corrupted, he lifiened, with doubtful 
anxiety, to the rumours which were induftrioafly 
fpread, that the defeat and death of Valens had 
left Procopius foie mailer of the Eaftern pro- 
vinces. Valens was not dead: but, on the news 
of the rebellion, which he received at Crnfarea., 
be bafely defpaired of his life and fortune ; pro- 
pofed to negociate with the iifui’per, and difco- 
vered bis fecret inclination to abdicate tlie Im- 
perial purple^ The timid monarch was faved 
from difgrace- and ruin by the hrmnefs of his 
ininifters, and their abilities foon decided in his' 

The infant rebel ms afterwards the wife of the Emperor Gra- 
lian> but fnc died ynung,, and chiidlefs. See Ducat;gv^, Fairs. By- 
zantin. p.48. 59. 

Seqnimini oulmmis fummi profapiam,, was the language of 
Procopius ; who affedled to defpife the obfenre birth, and fortuitous 
t'e-Oion, of the npftart Pannonian. Ammiaii. xx-vi. 7. 


favouf 
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favour the event of the civil war. In a feafoii of c 
tranquillity, Salliift had refigiied without a mur- 
mur ; but as foon as the public fafety was at- 
tacked, he ambitioiifly folicited the pre-eminence 
of toil and danger ; and the reftoration of tlist 
virtuous minifler to the pr8Bfe6ture of the EaR, 
was the frft flep which indicated the repentance 
of Valenr?, and fatisfied the minds of the people. 
The reign of Procopius was apparently fupport- 
ed by powerful armies, and obedient provinces. 
But many of the principal officers, military, as 
well as civil, had been urged, either by motives 
of duty or iiitereft, to withdraw themfelves from 
the guilty fcene ; or to watch the moment of be- 
traying, and deferting, the caiife of the iifurper, 
Liipicinus advanced by haily marches, to bring 
the legions of Syria to the aid of Valens. Arin« 
theus, who, in firength, beauty, and valour, ex- 
celled all the heroes of the age, attacked with a 
fmall troop a foperior body of the rebels. When 
he beheld the faces of the foldiers who had ferved 
under his banner, he commanded them, with a 
loud voice, to feize and deliver up their pre- 
tended leader; and fuch was the afcendant of 
his genius, that this extraordinary order was in- 
ilantly obeyed % Arbetio, a refpedtable veteran 

Et dedignatas liomineni fuperare certamme defplcabilem, auc- 
torltatis et celE fiducia corporis, ipfis hoftibus Juflit, fuum vmcire 
re<ftorem : atque ita turmarom axitefignanus umbrafcilis comprenfus 
fuonim Kianibus. The ftrength and beauty of ArintbeBs, tlie siew 
Hercules, are celebrated by St. Bafil ; wbo fuppofes that God bad 
created him as an inimitable model of the human fpecies. The 
painters aitd fciilptors could not esprefs his figure; the biftpriaBS 
apjxeairpd fabulous when they related his exploits (Ammian, xsvi. and 
%lef. ad be.}, ■ ’ ' 
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C PI. A L of the great OonllaJitine, who had been cliftie- 
hy the honours of the confuliliip, was 
perfiiaded to leave his retirement, and once more 
to con duct an army into the field. In the heat 
of afStion, calmly taking off his helmet, he fliewed 
his grey hairs, and venerable countenance ; fa- 
luted the foldiers of Procopius by the endearing 
names of children and companions, and exhorted 
them no longer to fupport the defperate caiife 
of a contemptible tyrant ; but to follo w their old 
commander, who had fo often led them to honour 
and victory. In the two engagements of Thya- 
tira^* and Nacofia, the unfortunate Procopius 
was deferted by his troops, who were feduced by 
the inftrudlions and example of their perfidious 
officers. After wandering forae time among the 
woods and mountains of Phrygia, he was betray- 
ed by his defponding followers, condudled to the 
Imperial camp, and immediately beheaded. lie 
fuffered the ordinary fate of an unfuccefsful 
iifurper j but the a6ls of cruelty which were ex- 
ercifed by the conqueror, under the forms of 
legal juftice, excited the pity and indignation of 
mankind •'*. 


The fame field of hattle is placed by Ammlahus iu Lycia, and 
by Zofiimis atThyatira; which are at the diftance of 150 miles from 
each other. But Thyatlra alluitur Lyco (Plin. Ilift. Natur. v. 31. 
Cellarlus, Geograph. Antiq. tom. ii.- p. 79.) ; and tlie tranferibers 
might eafily convert an ohfeure river into a well-known province. 

The adventures, ufurpation, and fall of Procopius, are related# 
in a regular feries^ by Araniianus (xxvi. 6, 7, 3, 9, 10.) and Zofi- 
mus (I, iv. p. 203 — 210.). They often, iiluflrate, and ieldom con- 
tradldl, each other. Themifiius (Orat. vih p. 91, 92.) adds fon!(5 
bdfe panegyric ; and Eunapius (p. 83, S4.} fome maiicious fatire. 

Such 
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Sue]' indeed are tbe common and natural fruits c n a p. 
cf dei])otiiin and rebellion. But the inqiiifition , 
into the crime of magic, which, under the reign Severe in- 
■Oi‘ the two brothers, was fo rigoroully proiecuted 

14 • 1® ■ } into the 

at Home and Antioch, was interpreted crime of 
i'.s the fatal fvmBtom, either of the difpieafure 

, „ , '■’ ,.11 . A 1 • 1 Rome and 

or licaven, or or the depravity or mankind Antioch, 
Let us not Iiefitate to indulge a liberal pride, 373» 
that, in the prefent age, the enlightened part 
of Europe has aboliflied a cruel and odious 
prejudice, which reigned in every climate of the 
globe, and adhered to every lyllem of religious 
opinions The nations, and the fedts, of the, 

Homan world, admitted wdth equal credulity, 
and fimilar abiiorrence, the readity of that infernal 
art‘'% which wavs' able to controul the eternal 
order of the planets, and the voluntary opera- 
tions of the human mind. They dreaded the 

•^Adhanius tie ulcifcend. Julian, nece, c.ix. p. 158, 159. Thsr 
fopliift deploreB the public frenzy, but he does not (after their deaths) 
impeaGh the juftice of the emperors. 

The French and Englilh lawyers, of the prefent age, allow 
the theory ■> ' and deny the praSlise, of witchcraft (Denifart, Recueil 
de Decifions de Jurifprudence, au mot Sordet's, tom. iv. p. 553. 

Elackftone’s Commentimes, voL iv. p. 60.). As private reafon always 
prevents, or oumrips, public wLfdom, the Prefident Montefquieu 
(Efprit ties Loix, 1. xii. c. 5, 6.) reje<5ts the r.y;/?(??zce of magic. . 

See Oeuvres de Bayle, tora..m. p.567 — 589. The fceptic of 
Rotterdam exhibits, accordiilg to his cuftom, a ftrange medley of loofe 
)cnowleclge, and lively wit. 

Tlie Pagans diftinguilhed between good and bad magic, the 
Theurgic and the Goetic (Hill, de 1’ Academic,. &c. tom. vii. p. 35.). 

But they could not have defended this obfeure diftindllon againft the 
acute logic of Bayle. In the Jewifli and Chrlflian fyflem, y?// dae- 
mons are infernal iplrits ; and a// ,coK]imerce with them is idolatry, 

.^oiiacy, &c. ’^yhich deferves death and damnation. 

myfterious 
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e H A F. myfterious power of fpells and incantationSg of 
potent herbs, and execrable rites j which could 
extinguifh or recal life, inflame the paffions of 
the foul, blafl the works of creation, and extort 
from the relu6tant daemons the fecrets of futurity. 
They believed, with the wildeft inconliilency, 
that this prmternaturai dominion of the air, of 
earth, and of hell, was exercifed, from the viiefl 
motives of malice or gain, by fome wrinkled 
hags, and itinerant forcerers, who paffed their 
obfcure lives in penury and contempt The 
arts of magic were equally condemned by the 
public opinion, and by the laws of Rome j but 
as they tended to gratify the moft imperious paC- 
lions of the heart of man, they were continually 
profcribed, and continually pradlifed An 
imaginary caufe is capable of producing the raoR 
ferious and mifchievous effe^s. The dark pre- 
di^ions of the death of an emperor, or the fuc» 
cefs of a confpiracy, were calculated only to fli- 
miilate the hopes of ambition, and to diffolve the 
ties of fidelity j and the intentional guilt of ma- 
gic was aggravated by the adlual crimes of trea^ 

^ The Canidia of Horace (Carrn. I. v. Od. 5. with Dacier^s and 

Sanadon’s Illuftratlons) is a vulgar witch. The Eri(Sho of Lucan 
(Phai'fal. vi. 430 — 83o.)'is tedious, difgufting, but foxnetimes fublime. 
She chides the delay of the Furies j and threatens, with tremendous 
obfcurity, to pronounce their real names 5 to reveal the tnie infernal 
countenauce of Hecate j to invoke the fecret powers that lie belo^a 
hel!, &c, 

-f’ Genus horamura potentibus infidum, fperantibiis falfax, quod 
in civitate noftra et vetabitur femper et retineWtur. Tacit. Hlft. i. 
ax. See Auguftin. de CivItate'Dei, I. viii. c. X9. and the Tlieodo- 
^an Code, Lis. tit. xyi. with Godefroy^s Coramentar}-’. 

■■ fo®. 
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foil and facrilegd^^. Sucli vain terrors diiliirbed chap. 
the peace of fociety, and the happinefs of indi- , ^ 

viduals ; and the harmlefs flame which infenfibiy 
melted a waxen image, might derive a powerful 
and pernicious energy from the affrighted Ihncy 
of the perfon whom it was inaliciouily defigned 
to reprefent^®. From the infufion of thofe herbs, 
which were fuppofed to poflefs a fupernatural in- 
fluence, it was an ealy ftep to the ufe of more 
fubftantial poifon ; and the folly of mankind 
fometimes became the inftrnment, and the mafk, 
of the moll atrocious crimes. As foon as the 
xeal of informers was encouraged by the miniflers 
of Valens and Valentinian, they could not refufe 
to liften to another charge, too frequently min- 
gled in thefcenes of domellic guilt*, a charge of 
a fofter and lefs malignant nature, for which the 
pious, though exceffive, rigour of Conllantine 
had recently decreed the punilliment of death ^ b 

The perfecutlon of Antioch was occaSoned by a crimmal con- 
fultation. The twenty-four letters oF the alphabet were arranged 
round a magic tripod : and a dancing ring, %vhich had been placed 
in the centre, pointed to tlie four firft letters In the name of the fu- 
ture emperor, 0. E. O. A. Theodoras (perhaps -with many other* 
who owned the fatal fyllables) v-’as executed. , Theodofius fuc- 
cejded. Lardner (Heathen Tefiimcnles, vol.iv, p. 353 — 372.) has 
copioufly and fairly examined this dark tranfadlioa of the reign of 
Valens. • , 

LImus ut hie durefeit, et hsec ut cera liquefdt 

Uno eodemque igni Virgil. Bucolic. ¥ui. 80. 

Devovit abfentes, flmulacraque cerea figit. 

Ovid, in Eptft. HypCL ad Jafon. 91. 

Such vain Incantations could affedt the raind, and inoreafe the diieafe, 
of Germanicus. Tacit. Annul, ii. 69. 

’‘ See Heineccius Ahtiquitat. Juris Roman, tom.ii. p. 333, &c» 

Cod. Theodofian. l.ix. tit. 7. with Godefroy’s Commentary. 

This 
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e H A P. Tiiis cleacliy and incolierent mixture of treafon 
and magic, of poifon and adultery, afforded in- 
fnite gradations of guilt andvinnocence, of ex- 
ciife and aggravation, which in tliefe proceed- 
ings appear to have been confoiinded bv the 
angry or corrupt paffioiis of the judges. They 
eafily difco vexed, that the degree of their indiiftiy 
an d difcernment was eftimated by the Imperial 
court,, according to the number of executions 
that were furnidied from their refpefftive tribu- 
r. als. It was not witliout extrem e rel u(!ffan ce th at 
tlicy pronounced a fentence of accjuittal; but 
tlicy eagerly admitted fiicb evidence as was ftain- 
ed with perjury, or procured by torture, to prove 
llic UK) (I improbablG charges again 11 the moll 
re{pecl.ab!e charadters. The ]>rogrefs of the en- 
quiry continually opened new fubjedls of crimi- 
nal prdfecution j the audacious informer, whofe 
falfehood was detected, retired with impunity ; 
but the wretched vidtim, wdio difeovered his real, 
dr pretended, accomplices, was feldom permitted 
to receive the price of his infamy. From the 
extremity of Italy and Alia, the young, and the 
aged, were dragged in chains to the tribunals of 
Home and Antioch. Senators, matrons, and phi- 
iofopliers, expired in ignominious and cruel tor- 
tures. The foldiers, who were appointed to 
guard the |>rifc)ns, declared, \vith a inurmnr of 
pity and indignation, that their numbers were 
mfuffieient to oppofe the flight, or refidance, of 
the multitude of captives. The wealtliielt fami- 
lies were ruined by iines and eonlifcatioiis ; the 
- . i6 moll 
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mofc innocent Gitizens trembled for their fafety; 
M-ncl we may form fo me notion of the magnitude 
of the evil, from the extravagant alfertion of an 
ancient writer, that, in the obnoxious provinces, 
the prifoners, the exiles, and the fugitives,formed 
the greateif part of the inhabitants^^ 

When Tacitus defcrilyes the deaths of tlie in- 
nocent and illuilrious Romans, who were facri- 
ficed to the cruelty of the firll Casfars, the art of 
the liiftorian, or the merit of the fufFerers, excite 
in oiir breafis the moft lively fenfations of ter- 
ror, of admiration, and of pity. Tlie coarfe and 
iindiftinguiniing pencil of Ammiamis has deli- 
neated his bloody ■figures with tedious and dif- 
guding accuracy. But as our attention is no 
longer engaged by the contrail of freedom and 
fervitude, of recent greatnefs andof a6lual mifery, 
we fliould turn with liorror from the frequent 
executions, which dilgraced, both at Rome and 
Antioch, the reign of the two brothers^^ Valens 
was of a timid and Valentinian of a choleric, 

difpo- 

The cruel perfecution of Rome and Antioch is defcribed> and 
moft probably exaggerated, by Ammianus (xxvHI. i. x'xix. i, a.) 
and Zofimus (I. iv. p. ai6 — ai8.). The philofopher Maximus, 
with fome juftice, was involved in the charge of magic (Eunapius in 
Vit. Sophift. p. 88, 89.); and young Chryfoftom, who had acciden- 
tally found one of the proferibed books, gave lumfelf for loft (Tille- 
mont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. V. p. 340.). 

Gonfult the fix laft books of Ammianus, and more j^rticukrly 
the portraits of the two royal brothers (xxx. 8, 0. xxxi. 14.}. Tille- 
mont has colledled (tom.v. p- la — 18. p. 137 — 133.) from all anti- 
quity their virtues and vices. 

The younger Vidlor aflertsj that he was valde tlmldus : yet he 
behaved, as almofb every man w'ould do, with decent- refolution at 
the head of an army. The fame hiftorian attempts to prove, that his 

anger 
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c H A P. difpolition An anxious regard to bis perfona! 

- ‘ Saf ety was the ruling principle of the adminiftra^ 
tion of A^aleiis. In the condition of a fubtje^l, he 
had kiffed, with trembling awe, the hand of the 
opprefTor ; and when he afcended the throne, he 
reafonably expected, that the fame fears, which 
had fubdiied his own mind, would feciire the pa- 
tient fubmiffion of his people. The favourites of 
Valens obtained, by the privilege of rapine and 
conihcation, the wealth which his oeconomy 
would have refuted They urged, with per- 
fualive eloquence, that, in all cafes of treafon, 
fufpicion is equivalent to proof j that the power, 
fuppoles the intention of mifchief ; that the in- 
tention is not lefs criminal than the and 
a fubje6l no longer defer ves to live, if his 
life may threaten the fafety, or diilurb the repofe, 
of his fovereign. The judgment of V alentinian 
was fometimes deceived, and his confidence 
abufed j hut he would have filenced the informers 
v/ith a contemptuous fraile, had they prefumed 
to alarm his fortitude by the found of’ danger. 
They praifed his inflexible love of jiiflice j and 
in the purfuit of jtiflice, the Emperor was eaflly 
tempted to conflxler clemency as a weaknefs, and 
paflioii as a virtue. As long as he wreftled with 

anger was harm!efs, Ammiamis oblerves with naore candour and 
judgtnent, Incidentia criTnitiD- ad contemptam vel l»fam principls 
arjjplitudmeni ti-aheus, in fanguinem iffiviehat. 

Cum effet ad acerbitatem rnuu’se calore propenfior . . . poenas 
per ignes augebat et ghdios. Ainmian. xxx. 8. See xxvii, 7. 

I have transferred the reproach of avarice from Valens to his 
fervants. Avarice more properly belongs to njimllers than to kings s 
in whom that palGoii is commonly extlngulihed by ablblufe pollefilon.. 

his 
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Ills equals, in the bold competition of an aSHve c i-i a p. 
and ambitious life, Valentinian was feldom in- , 

jured, and never infulted, with impunity: if 
his prudence was arraigned, his fpirit was ap- 
plauded; and the proudeft and rhoR powerful 
generals were apprehenlive of prwohing the 
refentment of a fearlefs foldier. After he be- 
came mafter of the world, he unfortunately for- 
got, that where no reliflance can be made, no 
courage can be exerted ; and inllead of confuit- 
ing the dictates of reafon and magnanimity, he 
indulged the furious emotions of his temper, at 
a time when they were difgraceful to himfelf, and 
fatal to the defencelefs Objedts of his difpleafure. 

In the government of his houfehold, or of his 
empire, flight,-* or even imaginary, offences; a 
hally word, a cafual omiflion, an involuntary 
delay, were chaftifed by afentence of immediate 
death. The expreflions which iffued the inoff 
readily from the mouth of the Emperor of the 
Weft were, “ Strike off his head;” — “ burn him 
alive let him be beaten with clubs till he 

“ expires and his moft favoured mmifters 
foon underftood, that, by a rafli attempt to 
difpiite, or fufpend, the execution of his fan- 
guinary commands, they might involve them- 
felves in the guilt and punifliraent of difobe- 
dience. The repeated gratification of this 

He fometimes exprefled a fentence of death with a tone of plea- 
iantry ; “ Abi, Comes, et muta ei caput, qui fibi mutari provinciam 
cuplt.” A boy, who had flipped too haftily-a Spartan hound; an 
aniiourer, who had made a polilhed cuirafs that wanted fome grains 
‘uf the legitimate weight, &c. were the vidilms of his finy. 

VOL. IV. s favage 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

favage juftice hardened the mind of Valentiniaa 
againft pity and remorfe ; and the Tallies of paf- 
fion were confirmed by the habits of cruelty 
He could behold with calm fatisfadtion the con- 
vulfive agonies of torture and death : he re- 
ferved his friendlhip for thofe faithful fervants 
whofe temper was the moft congenial to his 
own. The merit of Maximin, who had flaiigh- 
tered the nobleft families of Rome, was re- 
warded with the royal approbation, and the 
praefe6fciire of Gaul. Two fierce and enormous 
bears, diflinguithed by the appellations of Inno- 
cence, and Mica Aurea^ could alone deferve to 
fliare the favour of Maximin. The cages of 
thofe trufty guards were always placed near the 
bed-chamber of Valentinian, who frequently 
amufed his eyes with the grateful fpedlacle of 
feeing them tear and devour the bleeding limbs 
of the malefadlors who were abandoned to their 
rage. Their diet and exercifes were carefully 
infpe6led by the Roman Emperor ; and when 
Innoceme had earned her difcharge by a long 
courfe of meritorious fervice, the faithful animal 
was again reflored to the freedom of her native 
%voods^^ 

The innocents of Milan were an agent and three apparitors, 
whom Valentinian condemned for figni:^ing a legal fummons* Am- 
miaiius (xxvii. 7.) llrangely fuppofes, that all who had been unjuftijr 
executed were worlhipped as martyrs by the Chriftians. His im- 
partial filence does not allow us to believe, that the great chamber- 
lain Rhodanus was burnt alive for an adt of oppreflion (Chron. Paf- 
chal, p. 30s.). 

Ut bene meritam in lylvas jaflit abire Innoutam, Ammiaii. 
xxix. 3. and Valefius ad locum. ' 

But' 
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But in the calmer moments of refle6tion5 ’when chap. 
the mind of Valens was not agitated by fear, or . , 

that of Valentinian by rage, the tyrant refumed Their laws 
the fentiments, or at leaft the conduct, of the fa- ^ 

’ \ yernment. 

ther of his country. The difpamonate judgment 
of the Weilern Emperor could clearly perceive, 
and accurately purfue, his own and the public 
intereft j and the fovereign of the Eaft, who 
imitatedwith equal docility the various examples 
which he received from his elder brother, was 
fometimes guided by the wifdom and virtue of 
the prmfe6t Sallufl. Both princes invariably 
retained, in the purple, the chafte and tempe- 
rate limplicity which had adorned their private 
life j and, under their reign, the pleafures of the 
court never cofl the people a blufli or a ligh. 

They gradually reformed many of the abufes of 
the times of Con ftantius ;judiciouiIy adopted and 
improved the defigns of Julian and his fuccefibr; 
and difplayed a flyle and Ipirit of legillation 
which might infpire pollerity with the moll fa- 
vourable opinion of their character and govern- 
ment. It is not from the mailer of Imiocence^ 
that we fliould expedb the tender regard for the 
welfare of his fubjedls, which prompted Valen- 
tinian to condemn the expolition of new-born 
infants ; and to ellablilh fourteen Ikilful phy- 

See the Code of Juftinian, 1. vlli. tit. lii. leg. a. Unufquifque 
fobolem fuam nutriat. Qxiod fi exponendam putaverit animadverfioni 
qu3s conftituta eft fubjacebit. For the prefent I lhall not interfere in 
the difpute between Noodt and Binterlhoek ; how, far, or how long, 
this unnatural pradlice had been condemned or aboliflied by law, phi- 
lofophy, and the more civillfed ftate of fociety. 

S'2 
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c H A P. ficians, with llipends and privileges, in the four- 
teen quarters of Rome. The good fenfe of an 
ilHteratefoldier founded an ufeful and liberal in- 
ftitution for the education of youth, and the fup- 
port of declining fcience®*. It was his intention, 
that the arts of rhetoric and grammar fliould be 
taught in the Greek and Latin languages, in the 
metropolis of every province; and as the fize 
and dignity of the fchool was ufually propor- 
tioned to the importance of the city, the acade- 
mies of Rome and Conftantinople claimed a juft 
and fingular pre-eminence. The fragments of 
the literary edicts of Valentinian imperfedlly 
reprefent the fchool of Conftantinople, which was 
gradually improved by fubfequent regulations, 
That fchool confifted of thirty-one profeffors in 
difterent branches of learning. One phiiofopher, 
and two lawyers; five fbphifts, and ten gram- 
marians for the Greek, and three orators, and 
ten grammarians for the Latin, tongue ; befides 
feven fcribes, or, as they were then ftyled, anti- 
quarians, whofe laborious pens fupplied the 
public library with fair and correct copies of the 
claffic writers. The rule of condu6l, which was 
prefcribed to the ftudents, is the more curious, 
as it affords the firft outlines of the form and 
difcipline of a modern univerfity. It was re- 
quired, that they fhould bring proper certificates 

Thefe falutary inffitutions are explained in tlie Theodofian Code, 
1 . xiii. tit. iii. De Prqfejforibiis et Medids, and 1 . xiv. tit. ix. De 
Studiis Uberalibus XTrbis Rom^, Befides our ufual guide (Gode- 
froy), we may confult Gianone (Iftoria di Napoli, tom. i. p. 105 — 
III.), who has treated the interefting fubjedt with the zeal and curio- 
fity of a man of letters, who ftu(Ues his domeftic hifiory. 


from 
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from the magiftrates of their native province, c 
Their names, profeffions, and places of abode, 
were regularly entered in a public regifter. The 
lludioiis youth were fever ely prohibited from 
wafting their time in feafts, or in the theatre ; 
and the term of their education was limited to 
the age of twenty. The praefe^l of the city was 
empowered to chaftife the idle and refradtory 
by ftripes or expulfion ; and he was diredled to 
make an annual report to themafter of the offices, 
that the knowledge and abilities of the fcholars 
might be ufefully applied to the public fervice. 
The inftitutions of Valentinian contributed to 
fecure the benefits of peace and plenty; and the 
cities were guarded by the eftablifhment of the 
Defenfors^""-, freely elected as the tribunes and 
advocates of the people, to fupport their rights, 
and to expofe their grievances, before the tri- 
bunals of the civil magiftrates, or even at the 
foot of the Imperial throne. The finances were 
diligently adminiftered by two princes, who had 
been fo long accuftomed to the rigid oeconomy 
of a private fortune ; but in the receipt and ap- 
plication of the revenue, a difcerning eye might 
obferve fome difference between the government 
of the Eaft and of the Weft. Valens was per- 
fuaded, that royal liberality can be fupplied only 
by public oppreffion, and his ambition never af- 
pired to fecure,. by their a^ual diftrefs, the future 
ftrength and prolperity of his people. Inftead 

Cod. Tlieodof. l. i. tit. xi. with Godefroy’s which 

diligently , gleans from the reft df the code. 

s 3 of 
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c HAP, of increafing the weight of taxes, which, in the 
. fpace .of forty years, had been gradually doubled, 

he reduced, in the firft years of his reign, one- 
fourth of the tribute of the Eail®h Valentiiiiaii 
appears to have been lefs attentive and lefs 
anxious to relieve the burthens of his people. 
He might reform the abufes of the hfcal admi- 
niftration ; but he exa<Sled, without fcrupie, a 
very large ftiare of the private property ; as he 
was convinced that the revenues, which fup- 
ported the luxury of individuals, would be much 
more advantageoufly employed for the defence 
and improvement of the date. The fiibjedls of 
the Eaft, who enjoyed the prefent benefit, ap- 
plauded the indulgence of their prince. The 
folid, but lefs fplendid, merit of Valentinian 
was felt and acknowledged by the fubfequent 
generation 

Talend- But the moft . honourable circumftance of the 
character of Valentinian, is the firm and tempe- 
reiigious rate impartiality which he uniformly preferved in 
toierahon, gf religious contention. His firong fenfe, 

364-I.37J. unenlightened, but uncoiTupted, by ftudy, de- 
clined, with refpedtful indifference, the fubtle 
quellions of theological debate. The govern- 

Three lines from Ammlanus (xxxL 14.) countenance a whole 
oration of Themiftius (viii, p.ioi — i«o.)j full of adulation, pedantry, 
and common-place morality. The eloquent M. Thomas (tom. i. 
p. 366 — 396.) has amufed himfslf with celebrating the virtues and 
genius of Themiftius, who was not unworthy of the age in which he 
lived. 

Zofimiis, I. IV. p. 203. Ammian. XXX. 9. His reformation of 
coftly abufes ‘might entitle him to the praife of, in provinciales admo- 
dum parcus, tributorum ubique molliens farcinas. By fome, his fru- 
gality was ftyled avarice (Jerora. Chron. p. 18 6.)* 


ment 
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ment of the Earth claimed his vigilance, and chap. 
fatisfied his ambition ; and while he remembered .» 

that he was the difciple of the church, he never 
forgot that he was the fovereign of the clergy. 

Under the reign of an apoftate, he had lignalized 
his zeal for the honour of Chriftianity: he al- 
lowed to his fubjedls the privilege which he had 
alTumed for himfelf; and they might accept, 
with gratitude and confidence, the general tole- 
ration which was granted by a prince, addicted 
to pafiion,,but incapable of fear or of dilguife 
The Pagans, the Jews, and all the various fedts 
which acknowledged the divine authority of 
Chrift, were protected by the laws from arbitrary 
power or popular infult ; nor was any mode of 
worfliip prohibited by Valentinian, except thofe 
fecret and criminal pradtices, which abufed the 
name of religion for the dark purpofes of vice 
and diforder. The art of magic, as it was more 
cruelly punifiied, was more ftridtiy profcribed : 
but the Emperor admitted a formal diftindlion to 
protedl the ancient methods of divination, which 
were approved by the fenate, and exercifed by 
the Tufcan Harufpices. He had condemned, 
wfith the confent of the moft rational Pagans, 
the licence of nodturnal facrifices; but he imme- 
diately admitted the petition of Praetextatus, pro- 

Teftes funt leges a me -in exordio Imperii mei date; quibus 
•Hnicuique quod animo imbibilTet colendi libera facultas tributa eft. 

Cod. Theodof. 1. ix. tit. xvi. leg. 9 . To this declaration of Valen- 
tlnian, we may add tbe various teftimonies of Ammiamis (xxx. 9.), 

Zofimus (I.iv. p. ao4.), and Sozoraen (l.vi. c.7. zi.). Baronius 
would naturally blame fuch rational toleration (Anna!. Ecclef. 

A. D. 370. lag — 133. A.©. 376. N® 3, 4*)* 

S 4 
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conful of Achaia, who reprefented, that the life 
of the Greeks would become dreary and com.^ 
fortlefs, if they were deprived of the invaluable 
bleffing of the Eleufinian myfteries. Philofophy 
alone can boafc (and perhaps it is no more than 
the boaft of philofophy), that her gentle hand is 
able to eradicate from the human mind the latent 
and deadly principle of fanaticifm. But this truce 
of twelve years, which was enforced by the wife 
and vigorous government of Valentinian, by 
fufpending the repetition of mutual injuries, 
contributed to foften the manners, and abate 
the prejudices, of the religious factions. 

The friend of toleration was unfortunately 
placed at a diftance from the fcene of the fierceft 
controverfies. As foon as the Chriftians of the 
Well had extricated themfelves from the fnares 
of the creed of Rimini, they happily relapfed 
into the Humber of orthodoxy; and the finall 
remains of the Arian party that Hill fiiblilled at 
Sirmiiim or Milan, might be conlidered, rather 
as objedls of contempt than of refentment. But 
in the provinces of the Eaft, from the Euxine 
to the extremity of Thebais, the ftrength and 
numbers of the hoftile factions were more equally 
balanced ; and this equality, inftead of recom- 
mending the counfels of peace, ferved only to 
perpetuate the horrors of religious war. The 
monks and bilhops fupported their arguments 
by invedlives ; and their invectives were fome* 
times followed by blows. Athanafius lliil reigned 
at Alexandria ; the thrones of Cbnftantinople 

and 
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and Antioch were occupied by Arian prelates, c H A P. 
and every epifcopal vacancy was the occahon of . . 

a popular tumult. The Homooufians were for- 
tified by the reconciliation of fifty-nine Mace- 
donian, or Semi- Arian, biftiops ; but their fecret 
reluctance to embrace the divinity of the Holy 
Ghoft, clouded the fplendor of the triumph *. 
and the declaration of Valens, who, in the firft 
years of his reign, had imitated the impartial 
conduct of his brother, was an important victory 
on the fide of Arianifm. The two brothers 
had palfed their private life in the condition of 
catechumens j but the piety of Valens prompted 
him to folicit the facrament of baptifm, before 
he expofed his perfon to the dangers of a Gothic 
W’^ar. He naturally addrelTed himfelf to Eu- 
doxus Bifliop of the Imperial city 5 and if the 
ignorant monarch was inftruCled by that Arian 
pallor in the principles of heterodox theology, 
his misfortune, rather than his guilt, was the 
inevitable confequence of his erroneous choice. 
Whatever had been the determination of the 
Emperor, he mull have offended a numerous 
party of his Chriflian fubje^s 5 as the leaders 
both of the Homooufians and of the Arians be- 
lieved, that, if they were not fuffered to reign, 
they were moll cruelly injured and opprelTed. 

Eudoxus was of a nuld and timid difpofition. When he baptized 
Valens (A. D. 3 67 .), he muft have been extremely old ; fince he had 
ftudied theology fifty-five years beftffe, under Lucian, a learned and 
pious martyr. Philoftorg. I.li. c. 14 — 16. l.iv. c. 4. with Gode- 
ffoy, p. 8a. ao6. and Tifiemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. v. p. 474— • 

480, &c. 
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R After be bad taken this decifive Hep, it was 

^ extremely difficult for him to preferve either the 
\drtue, or the reputation, of impartiality. He 
never afpired, like Conllantiiis, to the fame of a 
profound theologian j but, as he had received 
with fimplicityand refpedl the tenets of Eudoxus, 
Valens refigned his confcience to the direction 
of his ecclefiaftical guides, and promoted, by the 
induence of his authority, the re-imion of the 
Athanajian heretics to the body of the catholic 
church. At firil, he pitied their blindnefs ; by 
degrees he was provoked at their obftinacy ; and 
he infenfibly hated thofe fe6laries to whom, he 
was an obje^ of hatred^L The feeble mind of 
"Valens was always fwayed by the perfons with 
whom he familiarly converfed j and the exile or 
imprifonment of a private citizen are the favours 
the mod readily granted in a defpotic court. 
Such punifhinents were frequently indidlecl on 
the leaders of the Horaooiifian party ; and the 
misfortune of fourfcore ecclefiaftics of Conflan- 
tinople, who, perhaps accidentally, were burnt 
on fliipboard, was imputed to the cruel and pre- 
meditated malice of the Emperor, and his Arian 
miniflers. In every contefl, the catholics (if we 
may anticipate that name) were obliged to pay 
the penalty of their own faults, and of thofe of 
their adverfaries. In every eledtion, the claims 
of the Arian candidate obtained the preference ; 
and if they were oppofed by the majority of the 

Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xxv. p. 43 a.) hifults the perfecudng- 
Ipirit of the Arians, as an infallible fymptom of error and lierefy. 

people. 
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people, he was ufually fupported by the authority 
of the civil magiftrate, or even hy the terrors of 
a military force. The enemies of Athanafms 
attempted to dilliirb the laft years of his vene- 
rable age ; and his temporary retreat to his 
father’s fepulchre has been celebrated as a fifth 
exile. But the zeal of a great people, who in- 
ilantly flew to arms, intimidated thepfsefe^t; 
and the archbiftiop w^as permitted to end his life 
in peace and in glory, after a reign of forty-feven 
years. The death of Athanafius was the fignal 
of the perfecution of Egypt ; and the Pagan mh 
niller of Valens, who forcibly feated the worth- 
lefs Lucius on the archiepifcopal throne, pur- 
chafed the favour of the reigning party, by the 
blood and fufferings of their Chrillian brethren. 
The free toleration of the heathen and Jewiili 
worfiiip, was bitterly lamented as a circumfiance 
which aggravated the miferyof the catholics, and 
the guilt of the impious tyrant of the Eafl ®®. 

The triumph of the orthodox party has left a 
deep ftain of perfecution on the memory of Va- 
lens ; and the character of a prince who derived 
his virtues, as well as his vices,, from a feeble 
underllanding, and a pulillanimous temper, 
fcarcely deferves the labour of an apology. Yet 
candour may difcover fome reafons to fuipe6t 
that the ecclefiaftical minifters of Valens often 
exceeded the orders, or even the intentions, of 

This fketch of the ecclefiaftical government of Valens, is drawn 
from Socrates (1. iv.), Sozomen (1. vi.), Theodoret (1. iv.), and 
the immenfe compilations of Tillemont (particularly tom. vi. viii. 
and is.). 
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A p. their mafter ; and that the real meafure of fa^s 
has been very liberally magnified by the vehe- 
ment declamation, and eafy credulity of his an- 
tagonifts®^. i. The filence of Valentinian may 
fuggeft a probable argument, that the partial 
feverities which were exercifed in the name and 
provinces of his colleague, amounted only to 
Ibme obfcure and inconfiderable deviations from 
the eftabliflied lyftem of religious toleration : and 
the judicious hiftorian, who has praifed the equal 
temper of the elder brother, has not thought 
himfelf obliged to contrail the tranquillity of the 
Well with the cruel perfecution of the Eaft 
3. Whatever credit may be allowed to vague 
and difiant reports, the charadler, or at leaft the 
behaviour, of Vaiens may be moll dillindlly feen 
in his perfonal tranfadlions with the eloquent 
Bafil, Archbifliop of Caefarea, who had fucceeded 
Athanalius in the management of the Trinitarian 
caufe The circumHantial narrative has been 
compofed by the friends and admirers of Bafil ; 

Dr. Jortin (Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiflory, vol. iv. p. 78.) has 
already conceived and intimated the fame fufpicion. 

This refledkion is fo obvious and forcible, that Orofius (I. vii. 
c. 3a, 33.1 delays the perfecution till after the death of Valentinian. 
Socrates, on the other hand, fuppofes (l,iii. C.3Z.), that it was ap- 
peared by a philofophical oration, which Themiftius pronounced in 
the year 374 (Orat. xii. p. IJ4. in Latin only). Such contradidkions 
diminith the evidence, and reduce the term, of the perfecution of 
Vaiens. 

Tillemont, whom 1 follow and abridge, has extracted (Mem. 
Ecclef. tom. vili. p. 1 53 — 167.) the mofl: authentic circumftances 
from the Panegyrics of the two Gregories ; the brother, and the friend, 
of Bafil. The letters of Bafil himfelf (Dupin, Bibliotheque Eccle- 
fiaftique, tom. ii. p. 155 — j8o.) do not prefent the image of a very 
lively perfecution. 

and 
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and as foon as we have ftripped away a thick c 
coat of rhetoric and miracle, we lhall be afto- 
niihed by the unexpe6led mildnefs of the Arian 
tyrant, who admired the firmnefs of his charac- 
ter, or was apprehenfive, if he employed vio- 
lence, of a general revolt in the province of 
Cappadocia. The archbifliop, who afferted, with 
inflexible pride the truth of his opinions, and 
the dignity of his rank, was left in the free pof- 
feffion of his confeience, and his throne. The 
Emperor devoutly aflifted at the folemn fervice 
of the cathedral ; and, inftead of a fentence of 
banifliment, fubfcribed the donation of a valuable 
eftate for the ufe of an hofpital, which Bafil had 
lately founded in the neighbourhood of Csefa- 
rea 3. I am not able to difcover, that any law 
(fuch as Theodofius afterwards enadbed againft 
the Arian s) was publilhed by Valens againfl the 
Athanaflan fedlariesj and the edidl which excited 
the moll violent clamours, may not appear fo 
extremely reprehenfible. The Emperor had ob- 
ferved,that feveral of his fubjedls, gratifying their 
lazy difpofition under the pretence of religion, 
had aflbciated therafelves with the monks of 
Egypt j and be directed the count of the Eafl 

Bafilius Caefarienfis epifcopus Cappadocise clams habetur .... 
qui multa contiiientiEe et ingenil bona uuo fuperbise nulo perdidk. 
This irreverent paflage is perfectly in the ftyle and charaAer of 
St. Jerom. It does not appear in Scaliger’s edition of his Chronicle ; 
but Ifaac Voffius found it in fome old MSS. which had not been re- 
formed by the monks. 

This noble and charitable foundation (ahnoft a new city) fur- 
pafled in merit, if not in greatnefs, the pyramids, or the walls of Ba- 
bylon. It was principally intended for the reception of lepers (Greg. 
Nazianzen, Orat. XX. p. 439«). 

to 
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to drag them from their folitude; and to compel 
thofe deferters of fociety to accept the fair alter- 
native, of renouncing their temporal poffeffions, 
or of difcharging the public duties of men and 
citizens The niinifters of V alens feem to have 
extended the fenfe of this penal llatiite, fin ce 
they claimed the right of enlifting the young and 
able-bodied monks in the Imperial armies. A 
detachment of cavalry and infantry, confiding of 
three thoufand men, marched from Alexandria, 
into the adjacent defert of Nitria ’’h which was 
peopled by five thoufand monks. The foldiei'S 
were condudled by Arian priells ; and it is re- 
ported, that a confiderable daughter was made in 
the monafteries which difobeyed the commands 
of their fovereign ''L 

The llridl regulations which have been framed 
by the wifdom of modern legiflators to reftrain 
the wealth and avarice of the clergy, may be 
originally deduced from the example of the Em- 
peror Valentinian. His edi6l addrefied to 

Damafus, 

Cod. Theodof. I.xii. leg. 63. Godefroy (tom. Iv. p. 409 
— 4i3.)perfonns the duty of a commentator and advocate. Tillemont 
(Mem. Ecclef. tom. viii. p. 8o8.)_/z<//>^j a fecond law to excufe his 
orthodox friends, who had mifreprefented the edidl of Valens, and 
fupprefled the liberty of choice. 

” See D’Anville, Defcription de iTgypte, p. 74. Hereafter I fliall 
confider tlie monaftic inftitutions. 

Socrates, 1 . iv. c. 24, aj. Orofius, l. vii. c. 33. Jerom in 
Chron. p. 189, and tom. ii. p. 212 . The monks of Egypt performed 
many miracles, which prove the truth of their faith. Right, fays Jor- 
tin (Remarks, vol, iv. p.79.), but what proves the truth of thofe 
miracles? 

Cod. Theodof. I.xvi. tit. ii. leg. ao. Godefroy (tom. vl. p.49.}, 
.ifter the example of Baronius, impartially colledlr. all that the fathers 
. X 3 have 
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Damafiis, Bifliop of Rome, was publicly read in c H A P. 
the churches of the city. He admonilhed the , 

ecclefiaftics and monks not to frequent the lioufes 
of widows and virgins ; and menaced their dif- 
obedience with the animadverfion of the civil 
judge. The dire^or Avas no longer permitted to 
receive any gift, or legacy, or inheritance from 
the liberality of his fpiritual daughter : every 
teftament contrary to this edi6l was declared null 
and void ; and the illegal donation was conlif- 
cated for the ufe of the treafury. By a fubfequent 
regulation, it Ihould feem, that the fame pro- 
vifions were extended to nuns and bifliops ; and 
that all perfons of the eccleiiailical order were 
rendered incapable of receiving any teflamentary 
gifts, and flridtly confined to the natural and 
legal rights of inheritance. As the guardian of 
domellic happinefs and virtue, Valentinian ap- 
plied this fevere remedy to the growing evil. 

In the capital of the empire, the females of noble 
and opulent houfes pofiefied a very ample flmre 
of independent property : and many of thofe 
devout females had embraced the doctrines of 
Chriftianity, not only with the cold affent of the 
underflan ding, but with the warmth of affeelion, 
and perhaps with the eagernefs of fafliion. They 
facrificed the pleafures of drefs and luxury ; and 
renounced, for the praife of chaflity, the foft 
endearments of conjugal fociety. Some eccle- 

have faid on the fubje<Sl of this important law j whofe fpirit was 
long afterwards revided by the Emperor Frederic IL, Edward L of 
England, and other Chriftiau princes w|io reigned after the twelfth 
century. 

fiailic. 
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CHAP, iiaftic, of real or apparent fan6lity, was chofeii 
. ■ to dire6t their timorous confciencej and to ainiife 

the vacant tendernels of their heart ; and the un- 
bounded coniidence,wliich they haftily bellowed ^ 
%vas often abufed by knaves and enthufiafts j who 
hallened from the extremities of the Eaft, to 
enjoy, on a fplendid theatre, the privileges of the 
monadic profefiion. By their contempt of the 
world, they infenfibly acquired its mod delirable 
advantages j the lively attachment, perhaps, of a 
young and beautiful woman, the delicate plenty 
of an opulent houfehold, and the refpetdful ho- 
mage of the flaves, the freedmen, and the clients 
of a fenatorialfainily. The immenfe fortunes of 
the Roman ladies were gradually confumed in 
lavifli alms and expenlive pilgrimages ; and the 
artful monk, who had affigned himfelf the drft, 
or podibly the foie place, in the tedament of his 
fpiritual daughter, dill prefumed to declare, with 
the fmooth face of hypocrify, that he was only 
the indrument of charity, and the deward of the 
poor. The lucrative, but dilgraceful, trade 
which was exercifed by the clergy to defraud the 
expectations of the natural heirs, had provoked 
the indignation of a fiiperditious age i and two 
of the mod relpeClable of the Latin fathers very 

The expreffions which I have ufed are temperate and feeble, if 
compared with the vehement ittve<ftives of Jerom (tom. i. p. ij. 45, 
144, &c.). In his turn,- he was reproached with the guilt which he 
imputed to his brother monks : and the Scelerattts, the Vcrfipdlis^ w as 
publicly accufed as the lover of .the widow Paula (tont. ii. p. 363.). 
He undopbtedly poirelTed the affedions, both of the mother and the 
.daughter; but he declares that he never abufed his influence, to any 
felfilh or fenfual purpofe. 

lioiiedly 
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lloneftly confefs, that the ignominious edi6tof c h a p. 
Valentinian was juft and iieceflaiy ; and that the 
Chriftian priefts had deferved to lofe a privilege, 
which was dill enj oyed by comedians, charioteers, 
and the minifters of idols. But the wifdom and 
authority of the legiflator are feldom vidlorious 
-in a conted with a vigilant dexterity of private 
intered: and Jerom, or Ambrofe, might patiently 
acquiefce in the j udice of an ineffedtual or falutary 
law. If the eccledadics were checked in the pur- 
fuitof perfonal emolument, they would exert a 
more laudable indudry to increafe the wealth of 
the church ; and dignify their covetoufnefs with 
the fpecious names of piety and patriotifm’'’. 

Damafus, Bidiopof Rome, who was condrained Ambition 
to digmatife the avarice of his clergy by the 
publication of the law of Valentinian, had the mafus, 
good fenfe or the good fortune to engage in his 
fervice the zeal and abilities of the learned Je-" a.d. 
romj and the grateful faint has celebrated the 366—384* 
merit and purity of a very ambiguous chara6ter®°. 

But the ijDlendid vices of the church of Rome, 
under the reign of Valentinian and Damafus, 
have been curioudy obferved by the hidorian 
Ammianus, who delivers his impartial fenfe in 

Pudet dicercj facerdotes idolorum, mirai et aurigsej et fcorta, 
hajreditates capiunt : foils clerids ac nionachts hac lege prohibetur. 

^ Et non prohibetur a perfecutoribus, fed a princlpibus Chriftianis, 

Nec de lege queror ; fed doleo cur meruerimus hanc legem. Jerom 
(tom. i. p. 13 .) difcreetly infmuates the fecret policy of his patron 
Damafus. ’ . 

Three words of Jerom, fanSa memorix Damafus (tom. il. 
p. 1 19.), wafli away all his ftains, and blind the devout eyes of Tille- 
mont (Mem. Ecdef. tom. viii. p. 386— 4*4* 

VOL. IV. T 
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C H AE tliefe exprefllve words: The preefedliire of 

x^v. JuventitiS'Was accompanied with peace and 
« plenty: blit the tranquillity of his government 
Was fooii diftiirbed by a bloody fedition of the 
“ diftradted people. The ardoiir of Damafus 
” and Uriiiius, to feize the epifcopal featj fur- 
“ paired the ordinary meafure of human ambi- 
“ tion. They contended with the rage of party j 
“ the quarrel was maintained by the wounds and 
death of their followers j and the pr8Bfe6b, un- 
“ able to relift or to appeafe the tumult, was 
« conllrained, by fuperior violence, to retire 
« into the fubUrbs. Damafus prevailed; the 
“ well difputed vi^ory remained on the fide of 
“ his fai^ion 5 one hundred and thirly-feven dead 
“ bo'dles®'^ were found in the Bajilim of Sicini- 
‘‘ nus***, where the Chriftians hold their reli- 
gious afiemblies ; and it was long before the 
angry minds of the people refuined their ac- 
cuftomed tranquillity. When I confider the 
‘‘ fpiendour of the capital, I am not aftonillied 
thatfo valuable a prize fliould inflame the de- 

Jerom himfelf is fofced to allow, erudeliflimse interfedliohes 
aivei'fi fetus perpetratas (in Chron, p. i86.). But an original Ubei 
or petition of two prelbyters of the aclverfe party, has unaccountably 
efcaped. They affirm, Uiat the doors of the Bafilica were burnt, 
and that the roof was untiled; that Damafus marched at the head 
of his ov. n clesrgjf, grave-diggers, charioteers, and hired gladiators ; 
that none of iris party were killed, but that one hundred and fixty 
dead, bodies were found. This petition is publiihed by the P. Sk”- 
mond, in the firft volume of his works. 

The of Sicininus, or Llberlus, is probably the church 

of Sandla Maria Maggiore, on the Efquiline hill. Baronins, AX). 
367, and Donatus, BLoma Anti«iua et Nova, I. iv. c.3. 
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ilresof ambitious men, and produce the fiercefl 
“ and moil obftinate contefts. The fuccefsfiil 
candidate is fecure that he will be, enriched 
by the offerings of matrons that, as foon 
as his drefs is compofed with becoming care 
and elegance, he may proceed, in his chariot, 
through the ftreets of Rome^'^ ; and, that the 
fumptuoufnefs of the Imperial table will not 
equal the profufe and delicate entertainments 
provided by the tafte, and at the expence, of 
** the Roman pontiffs. How much more ratio- 
nally (continues the honeft Pagan) would thofe 
pontids confult their true happinefs, if, inftead 
“ of alleging the greatnefs of the city as an ex- 
“ cufe for their manners, they would imitate the 
exemplary life of fome provincial billiops, 
wliofe temperance and fohriety, whole mean 
apparel and downcaft looks, recommended 
‘‘ their pure and modell virtue to the Deity, and 
his true worfliippers®h” The fchifm of Da. 
tnafus and Urfinus was extinguiftied by the exile 
of the latter; and the wifdom of the prsefei^ 
Praetextatus®*^ reftored the tranquillity of the 

city. 

The enemies of Damafus ftyled him Auri/falpius Matranaruntt 
the ladies ear-fcratcher. 

Gregory Nazlanzeu (Oral, sxxu, p. 546.) defcribes the pride 
and luxury of the prelates who reigned in the Imperial cities; their 
gilt car, fiery fteeds, numerous train, &c. The crowd gave way as 
to a wild beaft. 

Ammlan. xxvii. 3. Perpetuo Numiui, ejus cultoribiis.. 

The incomparable pliancy of a polytheift I 

“ Ammianus, who mals^s a faw report of his prsefedlure (xxvii, 
9,), ftyles him prseclaw indolis, gravitatj%je, fenator (xxii. 7. and 
Valef. ad loc.). A curious infcription, (Grater MCH. N'= a.) 
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CHAP. city. Prstextatus was a philofophic Pagan, a 
man of learning, of tafte, and politenefs ; who 
difgiiifed a reproach in the form of a jeft, when 
he affiired Damafus, that if he could obtain the 
bifhopric of Rome, he himfelf would immediately 
embrace the Chriftian religion®^ This lively 
pidliire of the wealth and luxury of the popes in 
the fourth century, becomes the more curious, 
as it reprefents the intermediate degree between 
the humble poverty of the apoftolic iiflierman, 
and the royal Hate of a temporal prince, whofe 
dominions extend from the confines of Naples 
to the bariks of the Po. 

Foreign When the fufFrage of the generals and of the 
wars, army committed the fceptre of the Romai\ em- 
364—375. to the hands of Valentinian, his reputation 
in arms, his military Ikill and experience, and 
his rigid attachment to the forms, as well as 
fpirit, of ancient difcipline, were the principal 
motives of their judicious choice. The eageruefs 
of the troops, who prefied him to nominate his 
colleague, was jullified by the dangerous fituation 
of public afiau’s ; and Valentinian himfelf was 
confcioiis, that the abilities of the moil active 

rscords, in two columns, his religious and civil honours. In one 
line he was Pcntiff of the Sun, and of Vefta, Augur, Quindecemvir, 
Hierophant, &c. &c. In tlie other, i. Queftor candidatus, more 
probably titular, a. Praetor. 3. Correaor of Tufcany and Umbria. 
4. Conftilar of Lulitania. 5. Proconful of Achaia. (i. Praefea of 
Rome. 7. Prsetorian prsefea of Italy. 8. Oflllyricum. 9. Con- 
fuIeieA; but he died before the beginning of the year 385. See 
Tillerhont, Hift. des Erapereurs, tom. V. p. *41. 736, 

Facite me Romaiise urbis- epifcopum ; et ero protinus Chrifti- 
anus (Jerom, tom.ii. p.165.). It is more than probable, that 
Damafus would not have purchafed his converfion at fuch a price. 

12 mind 
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mind were unequal to the defence of the diftant c H A P. 
frontiers of an invaded monarchy. As foon as , 

the death of Julian had relieved the Barbarians 
from the terror of his name, the moft fanguine 
hopes of rapine and conqueft excited the nations 
of the EaR, of the North, and of the South.' 

Their inroads wei'e often vexatious, and fome- 
times formidable; but, during the twelve years 
of the reign of Valentinian, his firmnefs and 
vigilance protedled his own dominions ; and his 
powerful genius feemed to iidpire and diredt the 
feeble coimfels of his brother. Perhaps the me- 
thod of annals would more forcibly exprefs the 
urgent and divided cares of the two Emperors; 
but the attention of the reader, likewife, would 
be diRradled by a tedious and defultory narrative. 

A feparate view of the five great theatres of war ; 

I. Germany; II. Britain; III. Africa; IV. The 
Eafi: ; and, V. The Danube ; will imprefs a more 
diflindl image of the military Rate of the empire 
under the reigns of Valentinian and Valens. 

I. The ambafiadors of the Alemanni had been i. Ger- 
offended by the harfli and haughty behaviour of 
Urfacius, maRer of the offices ; who, by an manni in- 
adl of unfeafonable parfimony, had diminiflied 
the value, as xvell as the quantity, of the pre- 
fents, to which they were entitled, either from 
cuRom or treaty, on the acceffion of a new em- 
peror. They exprefied, and they communicated 
to their GOLintrymen, their Rrong fenfe of the 

Ammian. xxvi. 5. Valefiiis adds a long and good note on the 
mailer of the Offices. 

T 3 national 
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CHAP, national affront. The irafcible minds of the 
. , chiefs were exafperated by the fufpicion of con- 

tempt ; and the martial youth crowded to their 
ffandard. Before Valentinian couldpafs the AlpSj 
the villages of Gaul were in flames ; before his 
general Dagaldiphus could encounter the Ale- 
manni, they had fecured the captives and the 
A.D. 366. fpoil in the forefts of Germany. In the begin- 
p^anuary. ^1^^ enfuiug year, the military force of 

the whole nation, in deep and folid columns, 
broke through the barrier of the Bhine, during 
the feverity of a northern winter. Two Roman 
counts were defeated and mortally^wounded; and 
the flandardof the Heruli and Batavians fell into 
the hands of the conquerors, who difplayed, with 
infulting Ihouts and menaces, the trophy of their 
vidlory. Tiie ftandard was recovered j but the 
Batavians had not redeemed the fliame of their 
diigrace and flight in the eyes of their fevere 
judge. It was the opinion of Valentinian, that 
his ibidiers mull learn to fear their commander, 
before they could ceafe to fear the enemy. The 
troops were folemnly affembled ; and the trem- 
bling Batavians were inclofed within the cirde of 
the Imperial army. Valentinian then afcended 
his tribunal; mid, as if be difdained to pimifli 
cowardice with death, he inflicted a llain of in- 
delible ignominy on the officers, whofe mifcon- 
dudl and pulillanimity were found to be the firll 
OCcalion of the defeat. The Batavians were de-. 
graded from their rank, ftripped of their arms, 
and condemned to be fold for flaves to the 

higheft 
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higbeft bidder. At this tremendous fentence the chap. 
troops fell proftrate on the ground, deprecated 
the indignation of their fovereign, and protelled, 
that if he would indulge them in another trial, 
they would approve themfelves not unworthy of 
the name of Romans, and of his foldiers. Valen- 
tinian, with affedted reluctance, yielded to their 
entreaties : the Batavians refumed their arms ; 
and, with their arms, the invincible refolution of 
wiping away their difgrace in the blood of the 
Alemanni®^. The principal command was der 
dined by Begalaipbus ; and that experienced ge- 
neral, who had reprefented, perhaps, with too 
much prudence, the extreme difficulties of the 
undertaking, had the mortification, before the end 
of the campaign, of feeing his rival Jovinus con- 
vert thofe difficulties into a decifive advantage 
over the fcattered forces of the Barbarians. At de- 
tlie head of a well-difciplined army of cavalry, 
infantry, and light troops, Jovinus advanced, 
with cautious and rapid Heps, to Scarponna®% 
in the territory of Metz, where he furprized a 
large divifion of the Alemanni, before they had 
time to run to their arms j and fluffied his foldiers 
with the confidence of an eafy and bloodlefs vic- 
tory, Another divifion, or rather army, of the 

Ammiap. xxvii. I, Zoiimns, 1 . iv. p. ao8. The difgrace of 
the Batavians is fupprefled by the contemporary foldier, from a regard 
for military honour, which could not affe^ a Greek rhetorician of the 
fucceeding age. 

’’ See D’Anyille, Notice de fancienne Gaule, p. 587. The name 
of the Mofelle, which is not fpecified by Ammiamis, is clearly undeiv 
flood by Mafcou (Hift. of the ancient Germans, vii, «.). 

T 4 
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the decline and fall 

c H A P. enemy, after the cruel and wanton devaftation of 
the adjacent country, repofed themfelves on the 
lliady banks of the Mofelle. Joviniis, who had 
viewed the ground with the eye of a general, 
made his filent approach through a deep and 
woody vale, till he could diflindtly perceive the 
indolent fecurity of the Germans. Some were 
bathing their huge limbs in the river ; others 
were combing their long and flaxen hair j others 
again were fw allowing large draughts of rich and 
delicious wine. On a fuddeii they heard the 
found of the Roman trumpet j they faw the ene- 
my in their camp. Aftonifliment produced dif- 
order; diforder was followed by flight and dif- 
may ■, and the confufed multitude of the braveft 
warriors was pierced by the fwords and javelins 
of the legionaries and auxiliaries. The fugitives 
efcaped to the third and mod confiderable 
camp, in the Catalaunian plains^ near Chalons 
in Champagne : the draggling detachments were 
haftiiy recalled to their dandard ; and the Bar- 
barian chiefs, alarmed and admoniOied by the 
fate of their companions, prepared to encounter, 
in a decifive battle, the vi6torioiis forces of the 
lieutenant of Valentiiiian. The bloody and ob- 
ftinate conflidl laded a whole fummer’s day, with 
equal valour and with alternate fuccefs. The 
Romans at length prevailed, with the lofs of 
about twelve hundred men. Six thoufand of the 
Alemanni were dain,foiir thoufan d were worm ded| 
and the brave Jovinus, after chacing the flying 
remnant of their hod as far as the banks 

of 
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5f tbe Rhine, returned to Paris, to receive the c h a p. 
applaufe of his fovereign, and the enfigns of the . 
confulfliip for the enfuing year^h The triuniph July, 
of the Romans was indeed fullied by their treat- 
ment of the captive king, whom they hung on a 
gibbet, without the knowledge of their indignant 
general. This difgraceful a6t of cruelty, which 
might be imputed to the fury of the troops, was 
followed by the deliberate murder of Withicab, 
the fon of Vadomair 5 a German prince, of a 
w eak and fickly conftitution, but of a daring and 
formidable fpirit. The domeftic affaffin was in- 
higated and protected by the Romans and 
the violation of the lawsof humanity and jullice 
betrayed their fecret apprehenfion of the weak- 
nefs of the. declining empire. The ufe of the 
dagger is feldom adopted in public councils, as 
long as they retain any confidence in the power 
of the fword. 

While the Alemanni appeared to be humbled Vaienti- 
by their recent calamities, the pride of Valen- 
tinian w^as mortified by the unexpected furprifal fies tiie 
of Mogiintiacura, or Mentz, -the principal city ^ 
of the Upper Germany. In the unfufpicious 
moment of a Chrillian fefiival, Rando, a bold 
and artful chieftain,Avho had long meditated his 
attempt, fuddenly pafied the Rhine 5 entered the 
defencelefs town, and retired with a multitude of 

The battles are defcribed by Ammianns (xxvii. 3.)> and by 
Zofimus (l.iv. p. 309.); who fuppofes Valentiaian to have been 
prefent. 

Studio folicitaute noffrorum, occubnit.. Amniiaa. xxvii. lo. 

captives 



282 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


c H A P. captives of either fex. Valentiiiian refolved to 
execute fevere vengeance on the whole body of 
the nation. Count Sebaftian, with the bands of 
Italy and Illyncimis was ordered to invade their 
coimtrys moll probably on the fide of Ehastia. 
The Emperor in perfon, accompanied by his fon 
Gratian, paffed the Rhine at the head of a for- 
midable army, which was fppported on both 
fianks by Jovinus and Severus, the two mafters- 
general of the cavalry and infantry of the Wefi. 
The Alemanni, unable to prevent the devaftation 
of their villages, fixed their camp on a lofty, and 
alnaoft inacceflible, mountain, in the modern 
duchy of Wirteraberg, and refolutely expected 
the approach of the Romans. The life of Valen- 
tinian wa,s expofed to imminent danger by the 
intrepid curiofity with which he perfified to ex« 
plore fome fecret and unguarded path, A troop 
of Barbarians fuddenly rofe from their ambuf- 
cade : and the Emperor, who vigoroiifly Ipurred 
his horfe down a fteep and flippery defceiit, was 
obliged to leave behind him his armour-bearer, 
and his helmet, magnificently enriched with gold 
and precious ftones. At the fignal of the gene-^ 
ral afiault, the Roman troops encompaffed and 
afeended the mountain of Solicinium on three 
different fides. Every Hep which they gained 
inereafed their ardour, and abated the refiftaiice 
of the enemy : and after their united forces had 
occupied the fummit of the hill, they impetu- 
oufly urged the Barbarians down the northern 
defeent, where Count Sebaftian w^as polled to 

inter* 
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Intercept their retreat. After this lignal vidbory, c 
Valentinian returned to his winter-quarters at 
Treves ; where he indulged the public joy by 
the exhibition of fplendid and triumphal gaines^^. 
But the wife monarch, inftead of afpiring to the 
conqueft of Germany, confined his attention to 
the important and laborious defence of the Gal- 
lic frontier, againft an enemy whofe llrength 
Was renewed by a ftreain of daring volunteers, 
which inceffantly flowed from the moll diftaiit 
tribes of the North The banks of the Rhine, 

from its fource to the flreights of the ocean, were 
clofely planted with llrong cables and conve- 
nient towers j new works, and new arms, were 
invented by the ingenuity of a prince who was 
{killed in the mechanical arts ; and his numerous 
levies of Roman and Barbarian youth were fe- 
verely trained in all the exercifes of war. The 
progrefs of the work, which was {bmetimes op- 
pofed by modeR reprefen tations, and femetimes 
by hoftile attempts, fecure.d the tranquillity of 
Gaul during the nine fubfequent years of the 
adminiflration of Valentinian 


The expedition of Valentinian is related by Ammlanus (xxvii. 
10.}; and celebrated by Aufonius (Mofell. 4:^1. &c.), who fool- 
ilhly fuppofes, that the Romans were ignorant of the fources of the 
Danube. 

Immanis enim natio, jam inde ab incimabulis primis varietate 
Gafuum immlnuta ; Ita fepius adolefcit, ut fuilTe longis fseeulis 
metur intadla. Ammian. xxviii. 5. The Count de Buat (Hift. des 
Peuplesde I’Europe, tom.vi. p, 370.) afcribes the fecundity of the 
Alemanni to their eafy adoption of flrangsrs. 

Ammian. xxviii. 3. Zofimus, 1 . iv, p. 314. The younger 
Vidlor mentions the mechanical genius of Vaientinian, nova arma 
meditari j fingere terra feu limo fimulacra. 


That 
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CHAP. That prudent Emperor, who diligentljpra6lifecl 
‘ maxims of Diocletian, was ftudioos to 

The Bur- foment and excite the inteRine divifions of the 
gundians. bribes of Gerinanj, About the middle of the 
‘ fourth century, the countries, perhaps of Luface 
and Thuringia, on either tide of the Elbe, were 
occupied bj the vague dominion of the Burgun- 
DiANs ; a warlike and numerous people of the 
Vandal race whofe obfcure name infenfibly 
fwelled into a powerful kingdom, and has hnaliy 
fettled on a dourifliing province. The moll 
remarkable circumdance in the ancient manners 
of the Burgundians, appears to have been the 
difference of their civil and ecclefiaftical confti- 
tution. The appellation of was given 

to the king or general, and the title of Siniflus 
to the high-prieft of the nation. The perfon of 
the prieff was facred, and his dignity perpetual ; 
but the temporal government was held by a very 
precarious tenure. If the events of war accufed 
the courage or condirdt of the king, he was im- 
mediately depofed ; and the injuftice of his fiib- 
je6ts made him refponfible for the fertility of the 
earth, and the regularity of the feafons, which 
feemed to fall more properly within the facer- 
dotal department The difpiited poffeffion of 

s® Bellicofos et pubis iramenfae Viribus afHuentes ; et Ideo metu- 
eiidos finitimis univerfis. Athmian. xxviii. 5. 

I am always apt to fulpetSl hlftorians and travellers of im- 
proving extraordinary fails into general laws. Ammianus afcribes 
a firailar cviftom to Egypt ; and the Chinefe bave imputed it to tiie 
Tatfin, or Roman empire (de Gnignes, Hift. des Huns, tom. ii. 
part i. p.79.). 


fomt 
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tome falt-pits ’® engaged the Alemanni and the c 
Burgundians in frequent contefts: the latter were 
eafily tempted, by the fecret foiicitations, and 
liberal olfers, of the Emperor 5 and their fabu- 
lous defcent from the Roman foldiers, who had 
formerly been left to garrifon the fortreffes of 
Drufus, was admitted with mutual credulity, as 
it was conducive to mutual intereft®'’. An army 
of fourfcore thoufand Burgundians foon appeared 
on the banks of the Rhine j and impatiently re- 
quired the fupport and fiibfidies which Valenti- 
niaii had promifed: but they were amufed with 
excufes and delays, till at length, after a fruitlefs 
expectation, they were compelled to retire. The 
arms and fortifications of the Gallic frontier 
checked the fury of their juft refentment ; and 
their mafiacre of the captives ferved to embitter 
the hereditary feud of the Burgundians and the 
Alemanni. The inconftancy of a wife prince* 
may, perhaps, be explained by fome alteration 
of circumftances ; and perhaps, it was the origi- 
nal defign of Valentinian to intimidate, rather * 
than to deftroy, as the balance of power would 
have been equally overturned by the extirpation- 

Salinarum finlumque causa Alemanms fsepe jurgabant. Am- 
Hiian. xx^'iu. 5. Poffibly they dilputed the polTeffion of the Sala, 
a river which produced fait, and which had been the objedl of ancient 
contention. Tacit. Annal. xHl. 57, and Lipfius ad loc. ’ 

Jam inde temporibus prifcis fobolem fe effe Romanam Burgun- 
dii fciunt : and the vague tradition gradually aflumed a more regular 
form (Grof. 1 . vii. c. 3a. It is annihilated by the decifive autho- 
rity of Pliny, who compofed the Hiftory of Drufus, and ferved in 
Germany (Plin. Secund. Epift. in. y.), within fixty years after the 
death of that hero. Germanorum genera qixinqaei Vindili, quorum 
fzrs BurgundmeS) (Hift. Natur, iv. a8.). 


of 
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CHAP, of either of the German nations. Among the 
^ , princes of the Alemanni, Macrianns, who, with a 

Roman name, had afliiined the arts of a folclier 
and a ftatefraan, deferred his hatred and efleem. 
The Emperor himfelf, with a light and unincum- 
bered band, condefcended to pafs the Rhine, 
marched fifty miles into the country, and would 
infallibly have feized the obje6l of his purfuit, 
if his judicious meafures had not been defeated 
by the impatience of the troops, Macrianns was 
afterwards admitted to the honour of a perfonal 
conference with the Emperor; and the favours 
which he received, fixed him, till the hour of 
his death, a fteady and fincere friend of the 
republic 

The Sax- The land was covered by the fortifications of 
ons, Valentinian ; but the fea-coaft of Gaul and Bri- 
tain was expofed to the depredations of the Sax- 
ons. That celebrated name, in which we have a 
dear and domeftic interefl, efcaped the notice of 
Tacitus j and in the maps of Ptolemy, it faintly 
marks the narrow neck of the Cimbric peninfula, 
and three fmall iflands towards the mouth of the 
Blbe This contra6led territory, the prefent 

The wars and negodations, relative to the Burgundians and 
Alemanni, are diftiaftly related by Ammianus Marcellinus (xxviii. 

xxix. 4. XXX. 3.}. Orofius (I. vii. 0.32.), and the Chronicles 
of Jerom and Cafiiodorius, fix fome dates, and add Ibme clrcum- 
fiances. 

Ew* TQv avx^vK. Ttjc SafpvEj. At the northern 

extremity of the peninfula (the Cimbric promontory of Pliny, iv. *7.), 
Ptolemy fixes the remnant of the Cimiri- He fills the interval between 
the Saxons and the Cimbri with fix obfcwe tribes, who v/ere united, 
is early as the fixth century, under the national appellation of Danes« 
SejB Cluver. German. Anriq. I. ili, c. 21, aa, 23. 
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Duchy of Slefwig, or perhaps of Holfteiti, was CH A p. 
incapable of pouring forth the inexhauftible , ^ 

fwarms of Saxons who reigned over the ocean, 
who filled the Britifii ifland with their language, 
their laws, and their colonies ; and who fo long 
defended the liberty of the North againft the 
arms of Charlemagne The foliition of this 
difficulty is eafily derived from the fimilar man- 
ners, and loofe conllitution, of the tribes of Ger- 
many ; which were blended with each other by 
the flighted: accidents of war or friendlhip. The 
fituation of the native Saxons difpofed them- to 
embrace the hazardous profeffions of fifliermen 
and pirates; and the fuccefs of their firft adven- 
tures would naturally ex cite the emulation of their 
bravell countrymen, who were impatient of the 
gloomy folitude of their woods and mountains, 

Every tide might float down the Elbe whole 
fleets of canoeSj filled with hardy and intrepid 
affociates, who afpired to behold the unbounded 
profpedt of the ocean, and to tafle the wealth and 
luxury of unknown worlds. It fliould feem pron 
bable, however,- that the mofl; numerous auxili- 
aries of the Saxons were furniflied by the nations 
who dwelt along the Ihores of the Baltic. They 
polfeffed arms and Ihips, the art of navigation, 
and the habits of naval war, but the difficulty of 
Iffuing through the northern columns of Her- 
cules, (which, during feveral months of the year, 

M, D’An^Ue (EtaTofiffeJUent des Etate d6 fEum|>e, &c. 
p. 19 — ad.) lias marked the extenfiye iimhs of the Saxony of Char- 
lemagne. 

are 
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are obftrii6led with ice)'*^ confined their fkill and 
courage within the limits of a fpacioiis lake. 
The rumour of the fuccefsful armaments which 
failed from the mouth of the Elbe, would fooii 
provoke them to crofs the narrow ifthmus of 
Slefwig, and to launch their veflels on the great 
fea. The various troops of pirates and adven- 
turers, who fought under the fame llandard, were 
infenfibly united in a permanent fociety at firft 
of rapine, and afterwards of government. A mi- 
litary confederation was gradually moulded into 
a national body, by the gentle operation of mar- 
riage and confanguinity ; and the adjacent tribes, 
who folicited the alliance, accepted the name and 
laws of the Saxons^ If the fact were not efta- 
blifhed by the moft unqueftionable evidence, we 
Ihould appear to abufe the credulity of our read- 
ers, by the defcription of the vefiels in which 
the Saxon pirates ventured to fport in the waves 
of the German Ocean, the Britifii ClianneJ, and 
the Bay of Bifcay. The keel of their large Hat- 
bottomed boats was framed of light timber, 
but the lides and upper works confuted only 
of wicker, with a covering of ftrong hides ’-^. 


In 


Tlxe fleet of Drulus had failed in their attempt to pafs, or even 
to approach, the Soimd (ftyled, from an obvious refemblance, the co- 
lumns of Hercules); and the naval enterprize was never refumed 
(Tacit, de Moribus Germaij. c. 34.). The knowledge which the 
Romans acquired of the naval powers of the Baltic (c. 44,,45.)5 %vas 
obtained by their land journeys in fearch of amber. 

Quip et Aremoricus piratara Saxona tradlus, - - - 

Sperabat.; cui pelle falum fulcare Britannum 
Ludus ; et afluto glaucum mare findere lemho. 

Sidon, in PanegjT. Avit. 369. 

, The 
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In ilie coiirff of their flow and diftant naviga- CHAP, 
tions, they mufi: always have been expofed to . 

the danger, and very frequently to the misfor- 
tune of fliip wreck ; and the naval annals of the 
Saxons were undoubtedly filled with the accounts 
of the Ioffes which they fuftained on the coafts 
of Britain and Gaul. But the daring fpirit of 
the pirates braved the perils both of the fea and 
of the fliore : their Ikill was confirmed by the 
habits of enterprize ; the meaneft of their mari- 
ners was alike eapabie of handling an oar, of 
rearing a fail, or of conducing a veffel ; and the 
Saxons rejoiced in the appearance of a tempefi, 
which concealed their defign, and difperfed the 
fleets of the enemy After they had acquired 
an accurate knowledge of the maritime provinces 
of the Well, they extended the fcene of their 
depredations, and the moll fequeftered places 
had no reafon to prefume on their fecurity. The 
* Saxon boats drew fo little water, that they coiild 
eafily proceed fourfcore or an hundred miles Up 
the great rivers ; their weight was fo inconfider- 
able, that they were tranfported on waggons 
from one river to another ; and the pirates who 
had entered the mouth of the Seine, or of the 

The genius of Csefar imitated, for a particular fervice, thefe rude, but 
light, veffeis, which were llkewife ufed by the natives of Britain (Com- 
ment. de Bell. Civil, i. 51. and Guichardt, Noveaux Memoires Mi- 
litaire.s, tom. ii. p. 41, 4a.). The Britifli velTels would now aftonilh 
the genius of Csefar. 

The heft original account of the Saxon pirate* may be found in 
Sidonius Apollinaris ( 1 . viii. epift. 6. p. edit. Sirmond.), and the 

commentary in the Abbe du Bos (Hift. Critique de la Motiarchie 
Frangoife, &c. tom.i. l.i. c. 16. p. 148-— 15^. ‘ See likewife p. 77? 

' . ■ ■ ■ 

VOL. IV. V Rhine, 



2^0 the decline and fall 

c H A P. Rhine, might defcend, with the rapid ftream of 
XXV. the Rhone, into the Mediterranean. Under the 
AD. 371. reign of Valentinian, the maritime provinces of 
Gaul were afB-idfced by the Saxons ; a military 
count was ftationed for the defence of the fea- 
coaft, or Annorican limit ; and that officer, 
who found his ftrength, or his abilities unequal 
to the talk, implored the affillance of Severus, 
mailer-general of the infantry. The Saxons, 
furrounded and out-numbered, were forced to 
relinquilh their fpoii, and to yield a fele6l band 
of their tall and robull youth to ferve in the 
Imperial armies. They llipulated only a lafe and 
honourable retreat : and the condition was rea- 
dily granted by the Roman general j who medi- 
tated an afil of perfidy imprudent as it was 
inhuman, while a Saxon remained alive, and in 
arms, to revenge the fate of his countrymen. 
The premature eagernefs of the infantry, who 
were fecretly polled in a deep valley, betrayed 
the ambufcade ; and they would perhaps have 
fallen the vidlims of their own treachery, if a 
large body of cuiraffiers, alarmed by the noife 
of the combat, had not hallily advanced to ex- 
tricate their companions, and to overwhelm the 
undaunted valour of the Saxons. Some of the 
prifoners were faved from the edge of the fword, 
to llied their blood in the amphitheatre : and the 
orator Symmachus complains, that twenty-nine 
of thofe delperate favages, by flrangiing them- 

Ammian. (xxviii. 5.) juftifies this breach of faith to pirates and 
robbers ; and Qrofius (I. vii. c. 3 a.) more clearly exprefles their real 
fuiltj viituteatqueagilitate terribiles. 

felves 
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ielves with their own hands, bad difappointed chap. 
the amufement of the public. Yet the polite . 

and philofophic citizens of Rome were iinpreffed 
with the deepeft horror, when they were in- 
formed, that the Saxons confecrated to the gods 
the tythe of their fpoil : and, that they 

afcertained by lot the objedts of the barbarous 
facrifice 

II. The fabulous colonies of Egyptians and ir. Bri- 
Trojans, of Scandinavians and Spaniards, which 
flattered the pride, and amufed the credulity, of andPias. 
our rude anceflors, have infenfibly vaniflied in 
the light of fcience and philofophy The pre- 
fent age is fatisfied with the Ample and rational 
opinion, that the iflands of Great Britain and 
Ireland were gradually peopled from the adja- 
cent continent of Gaul. From the coafl; of Kent, 
to the extremity of Caithnefs and Ulfler, the 
memory of a Celtic origin was diilindtly pre- 
ferved, in the perpetual refemblance of language, 
of religion, and of manners: and the peculiaj: 
chara^ers of the Britifti tribes might be naturally 
afcribed to the influence of accidental and local 

Symmadius (l.ii. eplft. 46.) ftlll prefumes to mention tiiefacred 
names of Socrates and philofophy. Sidonius* Bifhop of Clermont, might 
condemn (hviii. epift. 6.), with lefs inconfiftency, the human facrifices 
of the Saxons. 

In the beginning of the laft century, the learned Camden 
was obliged to undermine, with refpedlful fcepticifm, the romance of 
Brutus th.Q Trojan; who is now buried in filent oblivion, with - 
Scota, the daughter of Pharaoh, and her numerous progeny. Yet I 
am informed, that fome champions of the Milejtan colony may ftlll 
be found among the original natives of Ireland, A people diffatisfied 
wdth their prefent condition, grafp at any vifions of their paft or future 
g^oi'7- 

V 2 clrcmn- 
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c H A p. eireumftances The Roman province was re- 

, , dnced to the ftate of civilized and peaceful fer- 

vitude : the rights of favage freedom were con- 
tracted to the narrow limits of Caledonia. The 
inhabitants of that northern region were divided 
as early as the reign of Conflaiitine, between the 
two great tribes of the Scots and of the Picts"°, 
who have iince experienced a very different for- 
tune. The power, and almoff the memory, of 
the PiCts have been extinguilhed by their fuc- 
cefsfiil rivals ; and the Scots, after maintaining 
for ages the dignity of an independent kingdom, 
have multiplied, by an equal and voluntary 
union, the honours of the Engiilli name. The 
hand of nature had contributed to mark the an- 
cient diffinCtion of the Scots and PiCls, The 



Tacitus, or rather his fathei’-in-Iaw Agricola, might remark the 
German or Spanilh complexion of fome Britifh tribes. But it was 
their fober deliberate opinion: “In univerfum tamen eftimanti 
“ Gallos vicinum folum occupalTs credibile eft. Eorum facra depre- 
« hendas . . . fermo haud multum diverfus (in Vit. Agricol. c. xi.).” 
Cffifar had obferved tlieir common religion (Comment, de Bell. Gal- 
lico, vi. I3.)5 and in his time the emigration from the Belgic Gaul was 
a recent, or at leaft an hiftorical event (v. 10.). Camden, the Britifli 
Strabo, has modeftly afcertained our genuine antiquities (Britannia, 
vol.i. Introduction, p. ii. — xxxi.). 

In the dark and doubtful paths of Caledonian antiquity, I 
have chofen for my guides two learned and ingenious Highlanders, 
whom their birth and education had peculiarly qualified for that 
office. See Critical, Diflertations on the Origin, Antiquities, &c. 
of the Caledonians, by John Macpherfon, London, 1768, in 
4to. ; and, Introdudlion to the Hiftory of Great Britain and Ireland, 
by James Macpherfon, Efq. London, 1773, in 4to. third edit. 
Dr. hJacpherfon was a minlfter in the Ifle of Sky : and It is a clrcum- 
ftance hoijou.rable for theprefent age, that a work, replete with erudition 
?ind criticifm, flipuld have been compofed in the muft remote of the 
Hebrides. 


former 
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former were the men of the hills, and the latter c ha p. 
thofe [ of the plain. The eallern coaft of Gale- . j 
donia may be conlidered as a level and fertile 
country, which, even in a rude (late of tillage, 
was capable of producing a confiderable quantity 
of cdrn ; and the epithet of cruitnich, or wheat- 
eaters, expreffed the contempt, or envy, of the 
carnivorous Highlander. The cultivation of the 
earth might introduce a more accurate feparation 
of property, and the habits of a fedentary life ; 
but the love of arms and rapine was ftill the 
ruling paflion of the Pi6ts ; and their warriors, 
who ftripped themfelves for a day of battle, were 
diftinguiftied, in the eyes of the Romans, by the 
llrange fafliion of painting their naked bodies 
with gaudy colours and fantaftic figures. The 
weflern part of Caledonia irregularly rifes into 
wild and barren hills, which fcarcely repay the 
toil of the hulbandman, and are moft profitably 
ufed for the pafture of cattle. The Highlanders 
were condemned to the occupations of ihepherds 
and hunters ; and as they feldom were fixed to 
any permanent habitation, they acquired the 
exprelTive name of Scots, which, in the Celtic 
tongue, is faid to be equivalent to that of 'wan- 
derers^ or vagrants. The inhabitants of a barren 
land were urged to feek a frelh fiipply of food in 
the waters^ The deep lakes and bays which 
interfe<St their country are plentifully dor ed with 
filh I add they gradually ventured to call their 
nets in the waves of the ocean* The vicinity of 
the Hebrides, fo profufely fcattered along the 
u 3 weftern 
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CHAP, weft-eni coaft of Scotland, tempted their curioiity^ 
improved their Ikill; and they acquired^ 
by flow degrees, the art, or rather the habit, of 
managing their boats in a tempeftuous fea, and 
of fleering their nodturnal courfe by the light of 
the well-known flars. The two bold headlands 
of Caledonia almoft touch the fliores of a fpa- 
cious iiland, which obtained, from its luxuriant 
vegetation, the epithet of Green ; and has pre- 
ferved, with a flight alteration, the name of Erin, 
or lerne, or Ireland. It is probable, that in fome 
remote period of antiquity, the fertile plains of 
Ulfler received a colony of hungry Scots j and 
that the flrangers of the North, who had dared 
to encounter the arms of the legions, fpread their 
conquefts over the favage and unwarlike natives 
of a folitary ifland. It is certain, that, in the 
declining age of the Roman empire, Caledonia, 
Ireland, and the Ifle of Man, were inhabited by 
the Scots, and that the kindred tribes, who 
were often aflbciated in military enterprize, were 
deeply affedted by the vaidoiis accidents of their 
mutual fortunes. They long cheriflied the lively 
tradition of their common name and origin ; 
and the raiffionaries of the Ifle of Saints, who 
diftiifed the light of Chriftianity over North Bri- 
tain, eftahliflied the vain opinion, that their Irifti 
countrymen were the natural as well as fpiritual 
fathers of the Scottifli race. The loofe and ob- 
fcure tradition has been preferved by the vene- 
rable Bede, who fcattered fome rays of light over 
the darknefs of the eighth century. On this 

flight 
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flight foundation, an huge fuperftrudture of fable c h A P. 
was gradually reared by the bards and the , ^ 

monks; two orders of men, who equally abufed 
the privilege of iidlion. The Scottilli nation, 
with miftaken pride, adopted their Irilli genea- 
logy : and the annals of along line of imaginary 
kings have been adorned by the fancy of Boethius, 
and the claffic elegance of Buchanan 

Six years after the death of Conllantine, the Their in- 
deftrudtive inroads of the Scots and Pi 6 ls required 
the prefence of his youngeft fon, who reigned 
in the Weftern empire. Conftans vifited his 343—36^- 
Britifli dominions : but ,we may form fome elli- 
inate of the importance of his atchievements, by 
the language of panegyric, which celebrates only 

The Irifh defcent of the Scots has been revived in the laft 
moments of its decay, and ftrenuoufly fupported, by the Rev. Mr. 

Whitaker (Hift. of Manchefter, vol. i. p. 430, 431.; and Genuine 
Hiftory of the Britons aflerted, &c. p. 154 — 293.). Yet he acknow- 
ledges, X. T/jai the Scots of Ammianus Marcelh'nus (A. D. 340) 

•were already fettled in Caledonia ; and that the Roman authors do 
not afford any hints of their emigration from anotlier country. 3. 
a// the accounts of fuch emigrations, which have been afferted, 
or received, by Irilh bards, Scotch hiftorians, or Englilh antiqua- 
ries (Buchanan, Cambden, Uflier, Stillingfleet, Sec.), are totally 
fabulous. 3. T/jai three of the Irifh tribes which are mentioned by 
Ptolemy (A. D. 150), were of Caledonian extradlion. 4. T/;at 
a younger branch of Caledonian princes, of the houfe of Fingal, 
acquired and poffefTed the monarchy of Ireland. After thefe con- 
ceflions, the remaining difference between Mi-. Wliitaker and his 
adverfarles is minute and ’ obfeure. The genuine biJIorj which he 
produces of a Fergus, the coufin of OlEan, who was tranfplanted 
(A. D. 320) from Ireland to Caledonia, is built on a conjeiilurai 
fupplement to the Erfe poetry ; and the feeble e-vidence of Richard of 
Cirencefter, a monk of the fourteenth centuiy. The lively Ipirit of 
the learned and ingenious antiquarian has tempted him to forget the 
nature of a queftion, which he fo vebe 7 nently deibates, and fo ahfo- 
lutey decides. 

U:4 


bis 
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P. his tFiump^li over the elements, or, in other 

’ words, the good fortune of a fafe and eafy paf 
fage from the port of Boulogne to the harbour 
of Sandwich The calamities which the 
afflicted provincials continued to experience, 
from foreign war and domeflic tyranny, were ag- 
gravated by the feeble and corrupt adminiftratioo 
of the eunuchs of Conftantius ; and the tranlient 
relief which they might obtain from the virtues 
of Julian, was foon loft by the abfence and death 
of their benefactor. The fums of gold and ftlver 
which had been painfully collected, or liberally 
tranfmitted for the payment of the troops, were 
intercepted by the avarice of the commanders^ 
difcharges, or at leaft exemptions, from the 
military fervice w^ere publicly fold ; the diftrefs 
of the foldiers, who were injurioufly deprived 
of their legal and fcanty fubfiftence, provoked 
them to frequent defertion j the nerves of dif- 
eipline were relaxed, and the highways were 
infefted witli robbers The oppreftion of tlie 
good, and the impunity of the wicked, equally 
contributed to difflife through the ifland a fpirit 
of difcontent and revolt ; and every ambitious 
'fubjeCt, every delperate exile, might entertain a 
reafonabie hope of fubverting the weak and dil- 


Hyeme tumentes ac faevientes undas calc^ftis Oceani fub remis 
veftris ; . . . infperatam imperatoris faciem Britannus expavit. Juliu» 
Firmicus Maternus de Errore Profan. Relig. p. 464. edit. Gronov. 
ad calcem Minuc, Esel. SeeTillemont (Hift. des Empei-eurs, tom. iv. 
p. 336.). 

Libanlus, Ofat. Parent, c. xxxix. p. 364. This curious paflage 
has efcaped the diligence of our Britifh antiquaries. 

14 traded 
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tra^led government of Britain . The lioMe tribes c h J. P. 
of the North, who detefted the pride and power , 

of the King of the World, fuipended their 
domeftic feuds j and the Barbarians of the land 
and fea, the Scots, the Pi61;s, and the Saxons^, 
fpread themfelves, with rapid and irreMible 
fury, from the wall of Antoninus to the Ihores 
of Kent. Every production of art and nature,:, 
every ohjeCl of convenience or luxury, which 
they were incapable of creating by labour, or 
procuring by trade, was accumulated in the 
rich and fruitful province of Britain A phi- 
lofopher may deplore the eternal difcord of the 
human race, but he will confefs, that the defire 
of fpoil is a more rational provocation than the 
vanity of conquefl. From the age of Conflan* 
tine to that of the Plantagenets, this rapacious 
Ipirit continued to inftigate the poor and hardy 
Caledonians : but the fame people, whole gene- 
rous humanity feems to inlpire the fongs of 
Offian, was dilgraced by a favage ignorance of 
the virtues of peace, and of the laws of war. 

Their fouthern neighbours have felt, and per*^ 
haps exaggerated, the cruel depredations of the 
Scots and PiCls j and a valiant tribe of Cale- 


The Caledonians pralfed and coveted the gold, the fteed^ thtf 
lights, &c. of die Jlranger. See Dr. Blair’s Diflertation on; OlEari, 
voi. ii. p.343- 5 and Mr.Macpherfon’s IntroduAion, p. a4a~a8(S* 
Lord Littleton has circumftantially related (Hiftory of Henry II. 
vol. i. p. and Sir David Dalr^ple has llightly mentioned 

(Annals of Scotland, vol.i. p. 69,), a barbarous inroad of the . Scots, 
at a time (A.D. 113 7) when law, religion, and fodety, muft have 
foftened their primitive manners. 

donia, 
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CHAP, donia, the Attacotti“% the enemies, and after- 
j wards the foldiers, of Valentinian, are accnfed, 
by an eye-witnefs, of delighting in the tafle of 
human flefh. When they hunted the woods for 
prey, it is faid, that they attacked the Ihepherd 
rather than his flock*, and that they curioufly 
fele6ted the moft delicate and brawny parts, 
both of males and females, which they prepared 
for their horrid repafts If, in the neighbour- 
hood of the commercial and literary town of 
Glafgow, a race of cannibals has really exifted, 
we may contemplate, in the period of the Scot- 
tilh hiftory, the oppofite extremes of favage and 
civilifed life. Such reflections tend to enlarge 
the circle of our ideas; and to encourage the 
pleafing hope, that New Zealand may produce, 
in fome future age, the Hume of the Southern 
Hemil]3here. 

Reftora- Every ineffenger who efcaped acrofs the Bri- 
tion of tifli channel, conveyed the mofl; melancholy and 
Theodo-^ alarming tidings to the ears of Valentinian ; and 
fills, the Emperor was foon informed, that the two 
commanders of the province had been 
furprifed and cut off by the Barbarians. Severiis, 

Attacotd belUcofa liominum natlo. Ammian. xxvii. S, 
Cambden (IntroduA. p. clii.) has reftored their true name iu the 
text of Jerom. The bands of Attacotti, which Jerom had feen in 
Gaul, were afterwards ftationed in Italy and Illyi-icum (Notitia, 

> S. viii. xxxix. xl.}. 

‘ Cum ipfe adolefcentulus in. Gallia yiderim Attacottos ( or Scotos ) 
gentem Britannicam humanis vefci carnihus ; et cum per filvas pro- 
corum greges, et armentorum pecudumque reperiant, paftorum mies 
et feminarum j!n3/z7/aj fblere abfcinderej et has folas cibonim dellcias 
arbitrarl. Such is the evidence of Jerom (tom. ii. p. 75.), whofe 
veracity I find no reafon to queftion. 

13 


count 



6t the roman empire. 


299 

count of the domeftics, was Iiaftily difpatched, c H A P. 
and as fuddenly recalled, by the court of Treves. > 

The reprefentations of Jovhius ferved only to 
indicate the greatnefs of the evil ; and, after a 
long and ferious confultation', the defence, or 
rather the recovery, of Britain, was entrufled to 
the abilities of the brave Theodofius. The ex- 
ploits of that general, the father of a line of 
emperors, have been celebrated, with peculiar 
complacency, by the writers of the age: but his 
real merit deferved their applaufe ; and his no- 
mination was received, by the army and province, 
as a fure prefage of approaching vidlory. He 
feized the favourable moment of navigation, and 
feciirely landed the numerous and veteran bands 
of the Heruli and Batavians, the Jovians and the 
Vidlors. In his march from Sandwich to Lon- 
don, Theodofius defeated feveral parties of the 
Barbarians, releafed a multitude of captives, and, 
after diftributing to his foldiers a fmall portion 
of the fpoil, eftablilhed the fame of dilinterefted 
juftice, by the reftitution of the remainder to the 
rightful proprietors. The citizens of London, 
who had almofl defpaired of their fafety, threw 
open their gates; and as foon as Theodofius had 
obtained from the court of Treves the important 
aid of a military lieutenant, and a civil governor, 
he executed, withwifdom and vigour, the labo- 
rious talk of the deliverance of Britain. The 
vagrant foldiers were recalled to their llaiidard ; 
an edidl of amnefly difpelled the public appre- 
henfions ; and his cheerfiil example alleviated the 

rigour 
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c H A p. rigour of martial difcipline. The fcattered and 
defiiltory warfare of the Barbarians, who infefted 
* the land and fea, deprived him of the glory of a 
%nal vi6tory ; but the prudent Ipirit, and con- 
A.D.368 fummate art, of the Eoman general, were dif- 
and369. played iu the operations of two campaigns, 
which fiicceffively refcued every part of the pro- 
vince from the hands of a cruel and rapacious 
enemy. The fplendour of the cities, and the 
jfeciirity of the fortifications, were diligently 
retlored, by the paternal care of Theodofius : 
who with a ftrong hand confined the trembling 
Caledonians to the northern angle of the ifland ; 
and perpetuated, by the name and fettlement of 
the new province of Valentia, the glories of the 
reign of Valentinian The voice of poetry and 
panegyric may add, perhaps with fome degree of 
truth, that the unlmown regions of Thule were 
fiained with the blood of the Pi6tsj that the 
oars of Theodofius dafiied the waves of the Hy- 
perborean ocean ; and that the diftant Orkneys 
were the fcehe of his naval victory over the 
Saxon pirates He left the province with a 

fair, 

Ammianm has cowcifely reprefented (xx. 1, xxvi. 4. xxvH. 8. 
xxviiii 3.) the whole feries of the Britilh war. 

Horfefcit .... ratibus .... impervia Thule. 

Ille .... nec falfo noiftine Piftos 
Bdomuit. Scotumque vago mucroue fecutus 
Fregit Hyperboreas remis audacibus undasi 

Claudian, ia iii Coiaf. Horidru, ver. 53, &c. 

•' — Maduerunt Saxone fufo 

Orcades : incaluit Piiftorum fangaiae Thule. 

Scotorum cumulos flevit glacialis lerae. 

In iv Gonf. Horu ver. 31? Ac. 

See 
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fair, as well as fplendid, reputation : and was 
immediately promoted to tlie rank of mafter- 
general of the cavalry, |by a prince, who could 
applaud, without envy, the merit of his fervants. 
In the important flation of the Upper Danube, 
the conqueror of Britain checked and defeated 
the armies of the Alemanni, before he was chofon 
to fupprefs the re volt of Africa. 

III. The prince who refufos to be the judge, 
ini(lru(^s his people to confider him as the accom- 
plice, of his mihiflers. The military command 
of Africa had been long exercifed by Count 
Eomanus, and his abilities were not inadequate 
to his ftation : but, as fordid intereft was the foie 
motive of his condu^, he adled, on moll occa- 
lions, as if he had been the enemy of the pro- 
vince, and the friend of the Barbarians of the 
delert. The three flourifoing cities of Oea, 
Leptis, and Sabrata, which, under the name of 
Tripoli, had long conftituted a foederal union 
were obliged for the firft time, to font their gates 
againft a hodile ievafion ; feveral of their mod 
honourable citizenswere furprifedandmaffacred ; 
the villages, and even the fubiirbs, were pil- 

See pkewife Pacatus (in Paoegyr. Vet.s:ii. 5.). But it is not eafy to 
appreciate tire intrinfic value of flattery and metaphor. Compare the 
.Britijh vidlories of Bolanus (Statius, Silv. v. a.) with his real cha- 
radler (Tacit, in Vit. Agricol. c. 16.). 

Ammianus frequently mentions their concilium annuupij le- 
gitimum, &c. Leptis and Sabrata are long fince ruined ; but the 
city of Oea, the native country of Apuleius, ftill flourilhes under the 
provincial denomination of TripU-. See Ceilarius . ( Geograpb, Anti^ 
qua, torn. ii. part ii. p. 8i»), D’Anvilie (Geographie Ancienne? 
t;om,iii. p. 7t, 7a.}, andMamaol (Afrique, tom. ii. p.jda.). , 

laged ; 


III. 
Africa. 
Tyranny 
of Roma- 
mi5, 

A.D. 366, 
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CHAP, laged ; and the vines and fruit-trees of that rich 
XXV. territory were extirpated by the malicious favages 
of Getulia. The unhappy provincials implored 
the prote<3:ion of Romanus ; but they foon found 
that their military governor was not lefs cruel 
and rapacious than the Barbarians. As they 
were incapable of fiirnifliing the four thoufand 
camels, and the exorbitant prefent, which he 
required, before he would march to the affifl- 
ance of Tripoli ; his demand was equivalent to 
a refufal, and he might juftly be accufed as the 
author of the public calamity. In tlie annual 
alfembly of the three cities, they nominated two 
deputies, to lay at the feet of Valentiniaii the 
cuftomary offering of a gold victory j and to 
accompany this tribute, of duty, rather than of 
gratitude, with their humble complaint, that 
they were ruined by the enemy, and betrayed 
by their governor. If the feverity of Valenti- 
nian had been rightly directed, it would have 
fallen on the guilty head of Eomanus. But the 
Count, long exercifed in the arts of corruption, 
had difpatched a fwift and trufly meffenger to 
fecure the venal friendlliip of Remigius, matter 
of the offices. The wifdom of the Imperial 
council was deceived by artifice ; and their 
honett indignation was cooled by delay. At 
length, when the repetition of complaint had 
beenjuttified by the repetition of public niisfor» 
tunes, the notary Palladius was lent from the 
court of Treves, to examine the ttate of Africa, 
and the condiid of Eomanus. The rigid im- 
partiality 
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partiality of Palladius was eafily difarmed: he c hap. 
was tempted to referve for himfelf a part of the 
public treafare, which he brought with him for 
the payment of the troops j and from the moment 
that he was confcious of his own guilt, he could 
nolonger refufe to atteft the innocence and merit 
of the Count. The charge of the Tripolitans 
was declared to be falfe and frivolous ; and Pal- 
ladius himfelf was fent back from Treves to 
Africa, with a fpecial commiffion to difcover 
and profecute the authors of this impious con- 
fpiracyagainftthereprefentativesofthefovereign. 

His enquiries were managed with fo much dex- 
terity and fuccefs, that he compelled the citizens 
of Leptis, who had fuftained a recent liege of 
eight days, to contradifit the truth of their own 
decrees, and to cenfure the behaviour of their 
own deputies. A bloody fentence was pro- 
nounced, without helitation, by the ralli and 
headltrong cruelty of Valentinian, The Preli- 
dent of Tripoli, who had prefumed to pity the 
diflrefs of the province, was publicly executed 
at Utica j four diflinguiflied citizens were put to 
death, as the accomplices of the imaginary fraud; 
and the tongues of two others were cut out, by 
the exprefs order of the Emperor. PLomanus, 
elated by impunity, and irritated by reliftance, 
wms ftill continued in the military command; till 
the Africans were provoked by his avarice to join 
the rebellious ftandardofPirmus, the Moor "“. 

Ammian. xviii. 6 . Tlllemont (Hift. ties Empei-eurs, tom. y. 
p. 25. 676.) has difcufied the chronological difScuIties of the hiftorf 
of Count Romanus. 

■ His 
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CHAP. His fatker Nabal was one of the riclieft and 
ipoft powerful of the MoorMi princes, who ac- 
Revolt of liilowiedged the fupreioacy of Eome. But as he 
Firmus, either by his wives or concubines, a very 

’ ‘ numerous pofterity, the wealthy inheritance was 
eagerly difputed ; and Zamma, one of his fons, 
was ilain in a domeftic quarrel by liis brother 
Firmus. The implacable zeal with which Ro- 
iiianus profecuted the legal revenge of this 
murder, could be afcribed only to a motive of 
avarice, or perfonal hatred : but, on this occafion, 
his claims were j uft j his influence was weighty 5 
and Firmus clearly underftood, that he mull 
either prefent his neck to the executioner, or 
appeal from the fentence of the Imperial confif- 
tory, to his fword, and to the people He was 
received as the deliverer of his country; and as 
foon as it appeared that llomanus was formid- 
able only to a fubmhflve province, the tyrant of 
Africa became the objedl of univerfai contempt. 
The ruin of Cmfarea, which was plundered and 
burnt by the licentious Barbarians, convinced the 
refra 61 :ory cities of the danger of refiftance ; the 
power of Firmus was eftabiiflied, at leaft in the 
provinces of Mauritania and Numidia ; and it 
feemed to be his only doubt, whether he fliould 
affume the diadem of a Moorifli king, or the 
purple of a Roman emperor. But the imprudent 


”^The clironology of Ammianus is loofe and obfcure: and 
Orofius (1. vii. c. 33. p. J5I. edit. Havercanip.) feems to place the 
revolt of Firmus after ' the deaths of Valentinkn and Valens. Til- 
lemont (Hift. des Emp. tom. v. p. 6§i.} endeavours to pick his ■wa'y. 
The patient and furedboted mule of the Alps may be trufted in the 
moll llippery paths. 

and 
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and unhappy Africans foon difcovered, that, in c h a P 
this rafli infurredlion, they had not fufficiently 
conful ted their own ftrength, or the abilities of 
their leader. Before he could procure any cer- 
tain intelligence, that the Emperor of the Weil 
had fixed the choice of a general, or that a fleet 
of tranfports was colledled at the mouth of the 
Rhone, he was fuddenly informed, that the great Theodo- 
Theodofius, with a fmall band of veterans, had 
landed near Igilgilis, or Gigeri, on the African ca, 
coail ^ and the timid ufurper funk under the af- 
Cendant of virtue and military genius. Though 
Firmus pofleffed arms and treafures, his defpair 
of vidlory immediately reduced him to theufe of 
thofe arts, which, in the fame country, and in a 
flmilar fituation, had formerly been pradlifed by 
the crafty Jugurth a. He attempted to deceive, 
by an apparent fubmiflion, the vigilance of the 
Roman general; to feduce the fidelity of his 
troops ; and to protradl the duration of the war, 
by fucceffively engaging the independent tribes 
of Africa to efpoiife his quarrel, or to protedl his 
flight. Theodofius imitated the example, and 
obtained the fuccefs, of his predeceffor Metel- 
lus. When Firmus, in the charadler of a fup- 
pliant, accufed his own rafhnefs, and humbly 
iblicited the clemency of the Emperor, the lieu- 
tenant of Valentinian received and difinifled him 
with a frieadly embrace; but he diligently re- 
quired the iifefui and fubftantial pledges of a 
fincere repentance ; nor could he be perfuaded, 
by the aiTurances of peace, to fufpend, for an 
■ 'VOL. IV. ■ X ■ inftant, 
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c H A P. iiiftant, the operations of an a61;ive war. A dark 
coiifpiracy was detected by the penetration of 
Theodofius; and he fatisfied, without ranch re« 
Instance, the public indignation, which he had 
fecretly excited. Several of the guilty accom- 
plices ofFirnius were abandoned, according to 
ancient cnftom, to the tumult of a military exe- 
cution ; many more, by the amputation of both 
their hands, continued to exhibit an inftrudtive 
i53e6lacle of horror ; the hatred of the rebels was 
accompanied with fear; and the fear of the Ro- 
man foldiers was mingled with refpe«Rful admira- 
tion. Amidft the boundlefs plains of Getulia, 
and the innumerable vallies of mount Atlas, it 
was impoffible to prevent the efcape of Firmiis : 
and if the ufurper could have tired the patience 
of bis antagonifl, he would have fecured his per- 
foil in the depth of fome remote folitude, aiii^ 
expedted the hopes of a future revolution. He 
was fubdued by the perfeverance of Theodofiiis ; 
who had formed an inflexible determination, 
that the war fliould end only by the death of the 
tyrant; and that every nation of Africa, which 
prefumed to fupport his caiifejfliould be involved 
in his ruin. At the head of a fmall body of 
troops, which feldom exceeded tliree thoufand 
five hundred men, the Roman general advanced 
with a fleady prudence, devoid of raflinefs or of 
fear, into the heart of a country, where he was 
fometimes attacked by armies of twenty thoufand 
Moors. The boldnefs of his charge difmayed 
the irregular Barbarians ; they were difconcerted 
by his feafonabie and orderly retreats; they were 
. ■ • con- 
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Continually baffled by the unknown refeurces of c H A P. 
the military art; and they felt and confeffed the , , 

juft fuperiority which was alTumed by the leader 
of a civilifed nation. When Theodoiius entered 
the extenflve dominions of Igmazen, King of the 
Ifaflenfes, the haughty favage required, in words 
of defiance, his name, and the objedt of his expe- 
dition. “ I am,” replied the ftern and difdainful 
count, “ I am the general of Valentinian,the lord 
“ of the world; who has lent me hither to pur- 
** fue land punifli a defperate robber. Deliver 
him inftantly into my hands; and be affured, 

“ that if thou doll not obey the commands of my 
invincible fovereign, thou, and the people over 
“ whom thou reigneft, fhall be utterly extir- 
pated.’* Asfoon as Igmazen waslatisfied, that 
his enemy had llrength and refolution to execute 
the fatal menace, he confented to purchafe a ne- 
■ ceffary peace by the facrifice of a guilty fugitive. 

The guards that were placed to fecure the perfon 
of Firmus, deprived him of the hopes of efcape; 
and the Moorifh tyrant, after wine had extin- 
guiflied the fenfe of danger, difappointed the 
infulting triumphs of the Romans, by firangling 
himlelf in the night. His dead body, the only 
prefent which Igmazen could offer to the con- 
queror, was carelefsly thrown upon a camei ; 
and Theodofius, leading back his vieiorious 
troops to Sitih, was fainted by the warmefl. 
acclamations of joy and loyalty’"-’. 

Ammian. xxix. 5. The text of this long chapter (fifteen, 
quarto pages) is brolten and connipted ; and die narrative i,s p.?t» 
plexed by tlie want of chronological and geographical bncbmarks. 

Afilca 
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c H A P. Africa had. been loll by the vices of Romanus j 
it was rellored by the virtues of Theodofiiis : 
He is exe- uud OLU' curiofity may be ufefully directed to 
cutedat inquiry of the refpedlive treatment whicli 
ad? 376 the two generals received from the Imperial 
court. 71 ie authority of Count Romanus had 
been fufpended by the mailer-general of the 
cavalry ; and he was committed to fafe and 
honourable cuftody till the end of the war. His 
crimes w'ere proved by the moll authentic evi- 
dence j and the public expected with fome im- 
patience the decree of fevere jullice. But the 
partial and powerful favour of Mellobaudes 
encouraged him to challenge his legal judges, to 
obtain repeated delays for the purpofe of pro- 
curing a crowd of friendly witneflesj and, finally, 
to cover his guilty condudl, by the additional 
guilt of fraud and forgery. About the fame 
time, the reRorer of Britain and Africa, on a 
vague fulpicion that his name and fer vices were 
fiiperior to the rank of a fubjedl, was ignomi- 
nipully beheaded at Carthage. Valentinian no 
longer reigned; and the death of Theodofius, 
as well as the impunity of Romanus, may julliy 
be imputed to the arts of the minillers who 
abufed the confidence, and deceived the inex- 
perienced youth, of his fons 

State of If the geographical accuracy of Ammianus had 

Africa. been fortunately bellowed on the Britilh exploits 
of Theodolius, we Ihould have traced, with eager 


Amimanus, xxviii. 4. Orofius, I. vii, c. a ?, p. 
Jerom. in Chron. p. 187. 


curiofity. 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


CLiriofity, tlie diftin^ and domellic footfteps of c H AP. 
liis march. But the tedious enumeration of the 
unknown and iminterefting tribes of Africa may 
be reduced to the general remark, that they were 
all of the fwarthy race of the Moors j that they in- 
habited the back fettlements of the Mauritanian 
and Numidian provinces, the country, as they 
have fince been termed by the Arabs, of dates 
and of locufts ; and that, as the Roman 
power declined in Africa, the boundary of civih 
ifed manners and cultivated land was infenfibly 
contracted. Beyond the utmofl limits of the 
Moors, the vaft and inhofpitable defert of the 
South extends above a thoufand miles to the 
banks of the Niger. The ancients, who had a 
very faint and imperfeCt knowledge of the great 
peninfula of Africa, were fometimes tempted to 
believe, that the torrid zone mull ever remain 
deftitute of inhabitants : and they fometimes 
amufed their fancy by filling the vacant fpace 
with headlefs men, or rather monfters 5 with 

Leo Africanus (in the Viaggi di Ramufio, tom. i. fol. 78 — 

83.) has traced a curious pidture of the people and the country; 
which are more minutely defcribed in the Afrique de Marmoi. 
tom. iii. p» I-— 54* 

This uninhabitable zone was gradually reduced, by the im- 
provements of ancient geography, from forty-five to twenty-four, or 
even fixteen, degrees of latitude. See a learned and judicious note pf 
Dr. Robertfon, Hift. of America, vol. i. p. 436. 

“7 Infra, fi credere libet, vix jam honunes et magis femiferi ... 

Bleramyes, Satyri, &c. Pomponius Mela, i. 4. p. 36. edit. Voff. in 
gvo. YXxxvf ‘phtlofophically explains (vi. 35.) the irregularities of na- 
ture, which he had credulou/ly admitted (v. 8.) , 
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C H A P. homed and cloven-footed fatyrs ; with fabn-- 
ions centaurs j and with human pigmies, who 
waged a bold and doubtful warfare again ft the 
cranes Carthage would have trembled at the 
ftrange intelligence, that the countries, on either 
fide of the equator, were filled with innumerable 
nations, who differed only in their colour from 
the ordinary appearance of the human Ipecies ; 
and the fubje6ls of the Roman empire might have 
anxioufly expelled that the fwarms of Barba- 
rians, which ifllied from the North, would fooii 
he encountered from the South by new fwarms 
of Barbarians, equally fierce, and equally for- 
midable. Thefe gloomy terrors would indeed 
» have been difpelled by a more intimate acquaint- 
ance with the charadler of their African enemies. 
The ina6lion of the negroes does not feem to be 



If the fatyr was the Ourang-Outang, -the great hiirnan ape 
(Buflon, Hift. Nat. tom. xiv. p. 43, See.), one of that fpccies might 
ailually be fhewn alive at Alexandria in the reign of Conftantine. 
Yet fome difficulty will Hill remain about the converfation which 
St. Antony held with one of thefe pious favages in the defert of 
Thebais ( Jerom. in Vit. Paul. Ererait. tom. i. p. ^3 8.}. *' 

*'9 St. Anthony likewife met one of monfters ; whofe ex- 
iftence was ferioufly afferted by the Emperor Claudius. The public 
laughed; but this prsefedl of Egypt had tire addrefs to fend an artful 
preparation, the embalmed . corpfe of an Hippocentaur ; whiclr was 
preferved almoft a century afterwards In the Iiiiperial palace. See 
Pliny (Hift. Natur. vii- 3.), and the judicious obfervations of Freret 
(Meraoires de I’Acad. tom. vij. p. 33r, &c.). 

The fable of the pygmies is as old as Homer (Iliad, iii. 6.}. 
The pigmies of India and JEthlopia were (trifpithami) twenty-feven 
inches high. Every fpring their cavalry (mounted on rams and 
goats) marched in battle array, to deftroy the cranes’ eggs, aliter 
(fays Pliny) futurls greglbus non refifti. Their houfes w^ere built of 
mud, feathers, ‘and egg-ihells. See PJiny (vi. 35. vii. 3.), and Strabes 

(I.ii. p. J3I.). 
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the effect, either of their virtue, oroftheirpuhl- c H AP. 
lanimity. They indulge, like the reft of man- , ■, 

kind, their paftions and appetites j and the adja- 
cent tribes are engaged in frequent a6ts of holli- 
lity'^‘. But their rude ignorance has never 
invented any effedtual weapons of defence, or of 
deftr nation ; they appear incapable of forming 
any extenfive plans of government, or conqueft 5 
and the obvious inferiority of their mental 
faculties has been difcovered and abufed by the 
nations of the temperate iioiie. Sixty tlioniaiid 
blacks are annually embarked from tliQ coaii of 
Guinea, never to return to their native country ; 
but they are embarked in chains : and this 
conftant emigration, which, in the fpace of two 
centuries, might have furniflied armies to over- 
run the globe, acciifes the guilt of Europe, and 
the weaknefs of Africa. 

IV. The ignominious treaty which faved the ly. The 
army of Jovian, had been faithfully executed on ^Ifper- 
the fide of the Romans : and as they had Iblemnly fian war, 
renounced the fovereignty and alliance of Ar- 
menia and Iberia, tbofe tributary kingdoms were 
expofed without protedlion, to the arms of the 
Perfian monarch ""k Sapor entered the Arme- 

The third and fourth volumes of the valuable Hiftoire des 
Voyages defcrlbes the prefent ftate of the Negroes. The nations of 
the fea-coaft have been poliflied by European commerce ; and thofe of 
the inland countiy have been improved by Moorifli colonies. 

'"^Miiftoire Philofophique et Politique, &c. tom. iv.p. 193. 

The evidence of Ammianus is original and decifive (xxvii. is.) 

Mofes of Chorene ( 1 . hi. c. 17. p. 249. and c. ^4. p. 269.), and 
Procopius (deBell. Perfico, Li. c. 5. p. i7.edit.Louvi'e), have been 
confulted ; but thofe hiftoriaijs, who confound diftindt fadls, repeat 
the fame events, and introduce ftrange ftories, muft be ufed with- diffi- 
dence and caution. 


X 4 


man 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


312. 

CHAP, nian territories at the head of a formidable lioll 

' j cuiraffiers, of archers, and of mercenary foot j 

but it was the invariable pra^iceofSaporto mix 
war and negociation, and to Gonlider falfehood 
and perjury as the mofl powerful inilruments of 
regal policy. He affected to praife the prudent 
and moderate condu6l of the King of Armenia 5 
and the unfiilpicious Tiranus was perfuaded, by 
the repeated affurances of infidious friendlliip, to 
deliver his pei'fon into the hands of a faithlefs and 
cruel enemy. In the midft of a Iplendid enter" 
tainment, he was bound in chains of diver, as 
an honour due to the blood of the Arfacides ^ 
and, after a fhort confinement in the Tower of 
Oblivion at Ecbatana, he was releafed from the 
iniferies of life, either by his own dagger, or by 
that of an aflaffin. The kingdom of Armenia, 
was reduced to the Rate of a Perfian province 5 
the adminifiration was lhared between a clifiin- 
guilhed fatrap and a favourite eiinii ch ; and Sapor 
marched, without delay, to fubdue the mar- 
tial fpirit of the Iberians. Sauromaces, who 
reigned in that country by the permiffion of the 
Emperors, was expelled by a fiiperior force 5 and, 
as an infult on the majefty of Rome, the King 
of kings placed a diadem on the head of his ab- 
jedl vafialAfpacuras. The city of Artogerafia'^*^ 
w^as the only place of Armenia which prefumed 

Perhaps Arfcagera, or Ardis; under whofe walls Caius, the 
grandfon of Auguftus, was wounded. This fortrefs was fituate 
above Amxda, near one of the fources of the Tigris . See D’AnviUcj 
■ Geographie Ancienne, tom. ii. p. 106. 
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to refift! the efforts of his , arms. The treafure c i-i a p; 
depofited in that flrong fort refs tempted the 
avarice of Sapor.; but the danger of Olympias, 
the wife, or widpw, of the Armenian King, ex- 
cited the public compaffion, and, animated the 
defperate valour of her fubjedts and foldiers. 

The Perfians were furprifed and repulfed under . 
the walls of Artogeraffa, by a bold and well-con- 
certed Tally of the befieged. But the forces of 
Sapor were continually renewed and increafed ; 
the hopelefs courage of the garrifon was ex- 
haufled ; the flrength of the walls yielded to the 
affault ; and the proud conqueror, after wafting 
the rebellious city with fire and fword, led away 
captive an unfortunate queen ; who, in a more 
aufpicious hour, had been the deftined bride of 
the fon of Conftantine*"^ Yet if Sapor already 
triumphed in the eafy conqueft of two dependent 
kingdoms, he foon felt, that a country is unfub- 
dued, as long as the minds of the people are 
a6luated by an hoftile and contumacious fpirit. 

The fatraps, whom he was obliged tp tr*^.C 
embraced th,e firft opportunity of regaining the 
aftedlion of their countrymen, and of fignalizing 
their immorta-1 hatred to the Perfian pame. Since 
the coiiverlion of the Armenians and Iberians, 
thofe nations confidered the Chriftians as the fa- 
yonrites, and theMagiansasthe adverfaries, of the 
Supreme Being ; the influence of the clergy, over 
a fuperftitious people, was uniformly exerted 

Tillemont (Hift. cles Eunpereursj tom. v. p. 701.) proves, from 
ckronoiogy, that Olympias mail have been the mother of Para. 

in 
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P. in the caufe .of Rome j and as long as the fuc- 
ceffors of Gonftaiitine difpiited with thofe of 
Artaxerxes the fovereignty of the intermediate 
provinces^ the religious connexion always threw 
a decifive advantage into the fcale of the empire. 
A numerous and adlive party acknowledged 
Para, the fon of Tiraniis, as the lawful fovereign 
of Armenia, and his title to the throne was 
deeply rooted in the hereditary fucceffion of fve 
hundred years,. By the unanimous confent of 
the Iberians, the country was equally divided 
between the rival princes ; and Afpacuras, who 
owed his diadem to the choice of Sapor, was 
obliged to declare, that his regard for his chil- 
dren, who were detained as hollages by the tyrant, 
was the only conlideration which prevented him 
from openly renouncing the alliance of Perlia. 
The Emperor Valens, who relj^edled the obliga- 
tions of the treaty, and who was apprehenfive 
of involving the Eatl in a dangerous war, ven- 
tured, with flow and cautious meafures, to fup-^ 
port the Roman party in the kingdoms of Iberia 
and Armenia. Twelve legions edablilhed the 
authority of Sauromaces on the banks of the 
Gyrus. The Euphrates was protedted by the 
valour of Arintheus. A powerful army, under 
the command of Count Trajan, and of Vadomair, 
King of the Alemanni, fixed their camp on the 
confines of Armenia. But they were ftridlly en- 
joined not to commit the firft hofiiiities, which 
might be pnderflood as a breach of the treaty: 
and fuch was the i^iplicit obedience of the Ro- 
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man general, tbat they retreated, with exemplary c H A R 
patience, under a llipwer of Perfian arrows, till ^ , 

they had clearly acquired a juft title to an ho- 
nourable and legitimate vi6tory. Yet thefe ap- , 
pearances of war infenfibly fubfided in a vain and 
tedious negotiation. The contending paities 
fupported their claims by mutual reproaches of > 
perfidy and ambition ; and it fliould feem, that 
the original treaty was expreded in very obfcure 
terms, fince they were reduced to the neceffity 
of making their inconclufive appeal to the partial 
teftimony of the generals of the two nations, 
who had aftifted at the negociations"^‘\ The 
invalion of the Goths and Huns, which foon 
afterwards fhook the foundations of tlie Roman 
empire, expofed the provinces of Alia to the 
arras of Sapor. But the declining age, and per- 
haps the infirmities, of the monarch, fuggefled. 
new maxims of tranquillity and moderation. His 
death, which happened in the full maturity of a A.D.38©, 
reign of feventy years, changed in a momenf the 
court and councils of Perfia ; and their attention 
was moft probably engaged by domeftic troubles, 
and the diftant efforts of a Carmaniaii war 

Ammianus (xxvii. I 4 . xxix. i. xxx. l, z.) has defcribed the 
events, without the dates, of the Perfian war. Mofes of Chorene 
(Hift. Armen. 1 . Hi. c. a8. p. a6i. c. 31. p. a66. c. 35. p 271.} affords 
ibirie additional fails ; but it is extremely difficult to feparate truth, 
from fable. 

Artaxerxes was thefucceflbr and brother ftBe couJi 7 i gerwr 
of the great Sapor ; and the guardian of his fon Sapor III. (Agn m <;■ 

Liv. p. 136. edit. Louvi-e.) See the Univerfal Hiftory, vol x,' . Xi 
161. The authors of that: unequal work have compiled the ; in 
dynafty with erudition and ffiligence ; , but it is a prepofteroi; • ' ; >; vc- ■ 

ment to divide the Romaii and Oriental accounts into ciniri:'; 

Ijiftories. ' ' 
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c H A p. Xlie remembrance of ancient injuries was loft in 
. tlie enjoyment of peace. The kingdoms of Ar- 

The treaty menia and Iberia were permitted, by the mutualj 
A.d!Ts 4 t^^ough tacit, confent of both empires, to refume 
their doubtfiil neutrality. In the hrft years of 
the reign of Theodoflus, a Perfiaii embaffy ar- 
rived at Conftantinople, to excufe the unjuftifi- 
able raeafures of the former reign 5 and to offeiv 
as the tribute of friendfliip, or even of refpedt, a 
fplendkl prefent of gems, of ftlk, and of Indian 
'elephants; 

Adven- the general pidlure of the affairs of the Eaft 

under the reign of Valens, the adventures of Pars 
of Arme-^ forni 0116 of the moft ftriking and lingular ob- 
wa. je^ls. The noblje youth, by the perfuafion of his 
mother Olympias, had efcaped through the Per- 
lian hoft that belieged Artogeraffa, and implored 
the prote^ion of the Emperor of the Eaft. By 
his timid councils, Para was alternately fup- 
ported, and recalled, and reftored, and betrayed. 
The hopes of the Armenians were fometimes 
raifed, by the prefence oi‘their natural fovereign 5 
and. the minivers of Valens were fatislied, that 
they preijerved the integrity of the public faith, 
if their vaffal was not fuffered to affume the dia- 
dem and title of King. But they foon repented 
of their own laftinels. They were confounded 
by the reproaches and threats of the Pklian mo- 
narch. They found reafon to diftruft the cruel 
and inconftant temper of Para himfelf: who 

Pacatas itt Panegyr. Vet. xii. aa, and Orofius, I. to. c. 54. 
Miimque tnm fcedus eft, quo univeifus Owens trfque ad nune 
{A.Di 416O ^ranqtulHffime fndtur, • ■ 


facrificed; 
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facrificed, to the flighteft fufpicions, the lives of c H ap- 
his moll faithful fervants ; and held a fecret and 
difgraceful correfpondence with the affafiin of 
his father and the enemy of his country. Under 
the fpecioii'S pretence of conftdting with the Em- 
peror on the fubjedl of their common intereftj 
Para was peffuaded to defcend from the moLin- 
tains of Armenia, where his party was in arms, 
and to trull his independence and fafety to the 
difcretion of a perfidious court. The King of 
Armenia, for fuch he appeared in his own eyes' 
and in thofe of his nation, was received with 
due honours by the governors of the provinces 
through which he pafied ; but when he arrived 
at Tarfus in Cilicia, his progrefs was Hopped un- 
der various pretences ; his motions v>^ere watched 
with refpedlful vigilance, and he gradually dif- 
covered that he was a prifoner in the hands of 
the Romans. . Para fupprelTed his indignation, 
diffembled liis fears, and, after fecretly prepanng 
his efcape, mounted on lioifeback with three 
hundred of his faithful followers. officer 

Rationed at the door of his apartment, imme- 
diately , communicated his flight to the corifular 
of Cilicia, who overtook him in the fuburbs, 
and endeavoured,^ without fuccefs, to diffuade 
him from profecuting his falh and dangerous 
defign. A legion was ordered to purfue the royal 
. fugitive ; but the purfuit of infantry could not 
be very alarming to a body of light cavalry ; and 
upon the firlt cloud of arrows that was difeharged 
into the air, they retreated with precipitation to 

the 
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c H A p. the gates of Tarfiis. After an inceflant marcli, 
XXV.- of t^yo days and two nights, Para and his Arme- 
Ilians reached the hanks of the Euphrates j but 
the palfage of the river, which they were obliged 
to fvvim, was attended with fome delay and fome 
lofs. The country was alarmed ; and the two 
roads, which were only feparated by an interval 
of three miles, had been occupied by a thoiifaiid 
archers on horfeback, under the command of a 
count and a tribune. Para mnft have yielded to 
fuperior force, if the accidental arrival of a frien d- 
ly traveller had not revealed the danger and the 
means of efcape. A dark and almoft impervious 
path fecurely conveyed the Armenian troop 
through the thicket ; and Para had left behind 
him the count and the tribune, while they pa- 
tiently expected his approach along the public 
highways. They returned to the Imperial court 
to exciife their want of diligence orfuccefs: and 
ferioufly alleged, that the King of Armenia, who 
was a fkilful magician, had transformed himfelf 
and his followers, and pafted before their eyes 
under a borrowed fliape. After his return to his 
native kingdom, Para Hill continued to profefs 
himfelf the friend and ally of the Romans ; but 
the Romans had injured him too deeply ever to 
forgive, and the fecret fentence of his death was 
iigned in the council of Vdens. The execution 
of the bloody deed was committed to the fubtle 
prudence of Count Trajan j and he had the merit 
of inlinuating himfelf into the confidence of the 
credulous prince, that he might find an oppor- 
tunity 
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tuiiity of flabbing him to the heart. Para was C H A P, 
invited to a Roman banquet, which had been , 

prepared with all the pomp and fenfiiality of the 
Eaft : the hall refoimded with cheerful mulic, 
and the company was already heated with wine ; 
when the count retired for an inftant, dreW' his 
fword, and gave the fignal of the murder. A 
robuft and delperate Barbarian inilantly ruflied 
on the King of Armenia : and though he bravely 
defended his life with the firft w^eapon that 
chance oifered to his hand, the table of the 
Imperial general was llained with the royal ^•i>- 374. 
blood of a gueft, and an ally. Such v/ere the 
weak and wicked maxims of a Roman adminif 
tration, that, to attain a doubtful obje6l of poli- 
tical interell, the laws of nations, and the 
facred rights of holpitality, were inhumanly 
violated in the face of the world 

V. During a peacefVil interval of thirty years, 
the Romans fecured their frontiers, and the Goths CmqSs 
extended their dominions. The vidlories of the ofHermn- 
great Plermanric"'^®, King of the Oftrogoths, and 
the moll noble of the race of the Amali, have 
been compared, by the enthufiafm of his coun- 
trymen, to the exploits of Alexander : with this 
fingular and aim oil incredible difference, that 

See In Ammianus (xxx. i.) the adventures of Para. Mofes of 
Chorene calls him TIridates : and tells a long, and not ijnprobable> 
llory of his fon Gnelus; who afterwards madehimfelf pop’ " n Ar- 
menia, and provoked the jealoufy of the reigning king (1. iii. See. 

p. a53, &c.,). 

The concife account of the reign and -conquefts or .nric, 
feeras to be one of the valuable fragments which Jornar (c. »8.) 
borrowed from the Gothic histories of Ablavius,.,or Caffiodorus. _ 

; ■ the 
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c HA P. the mavtialfpirit of the Gothic hero, inftead of 

, , being fupported by the vigour of youth, was 

difplayed with glory and fuccefs in the extreme 
period of human life, between the age of four- 
fcore and one hundred and ten years. The in- 
dependent tribes were perfuaded, or compelled, 
to acknowledge the King of the Oftrogoths as 
the fovereign of the Gothic nation : the chiefs 
of the Vifigbths, or Thervingi, renounced the 
royail title, and affu-med the more humble appel- 
lation of' jwdgcs; aiid, among thofe judges, 
•Athanaric, Tritigern, and Alavivus, were the 
mofl illudrious by their perfonal merit, as well 
as by their vicinity to the Roman provinces. 
Thefe domehic conquetts, which increafed the 
military power of Hermanric, enlarged his am- 
bitious defigns. He invaded the adjacent coun- 
tries of the North; and twelve confiderabie 
nations, whofe names and limits cannot be ac- 
ciiratdy defined, fucceffively yielded to the fupe- 
riority of the Gothic arm s The Heruli, who 

inhabited the iharfhy lands near the lake Mseotis, 
were renowned for theit^flrength and agility; 
and the afliftance of their light infantry was 
eagerly folicited, and highly efteemed, in all the 
\vars of the Barbarians. But the adtive fpirit of 
the Heruli was fiibdued by the flow and Heady 

M. de Buat. (Hij(l.des Peuples de PEurope, tom. vi. p. 3 1 1— *3 29.} 
inveftigates, witli more induftry than fuccefs, the nations fuhdued by 
the arras of Hermanric, He denies the exiftence of the Vqfiiiobronca;^ 
on account of the immoderate length of their name. Yet the French 
envoy to' Ratifbon, or Prefdeii,rauft have traverfed the country of the 
MeiiomatrloL 

perfe- 
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perfeverance of the Goths ; and, after a bloody c 
action, in which the King was flain, the remains 
of that warlike tribe became an ufeful accefiion 
to tlie camp of Herrnanric. He then marched 
againfl the Venedi; nnlldlled in the ufe of arms, 
and formidable only by their numbers, which 
filled the wide extent of the plains of modern 
Eoland. The victorious Goths, who were not 
inferior in numbers, prevailed in the contefl, by 
the decifive advantages of exercifeand difcipline. 
After the fubmiffion of theV enedi, the conqueror 
advanced, without refiflance, as far as the con- 
fines of the jEflii ; an ancient people, whofe 
name is flill preferved in the province of Eflho- 
nia. Thofe diftant inhabitants of the Baltic 
coaft WiSre fupported by the laboiii's of agricul- 
ture, enriched by the trade of amber, and con- 
fecrated by the peculiar worfhip of the Mother of 
the Gods. But the fcarcity of iron obliged the 
iEftian warriors to content themfelves with 
wooden clubs; and the redudlion of that wealthy 
country is afcribed to the prudence, rather than 
to the arms, of Elermanric. His dominions, 
which extended from the Danube to the Baltic, 
included the native feats, and the recent acqui- 
fitions, of the Goths ; and he reigned over the 
greatefl part of Germany and Scythia with the 
authority of a conqueror, and fometimes with 
the cruelty of a tyrant. But he reigned over a 

142 The edition of Grotius (Jomandes, p. 64a.) exhibits the name ' 

MJir'i. But reafon and the Ambrofian MS. have reftored the 
JSJlii, whofe manners and fituation, are exprelTed by the pencil of 
Tacitus (Germania, c. 4^.). 
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part of the globe incapable of perpetuating and 
adorning the glory of its heroes. The name of 
Hermanric is almoft buried in oblivion ; his ex- 
ploits are imperfedlly known ; and the Romans 
themfelves appeared unconfcious of the progrefs 
of an afpiring power, which threatened the liberty 
of the North, and the peace of the empire '-h 
The Goths had contracted an hereditary at- 
tachment for the Imperial houfe of Conftantine, 
of wRofe power and liberality they had received 
fo many fignal proofs. They refpe6led the pub- 
lic peace : and if an hoflile band fometimes pre- 
fumed to pafs the Roman limit, their irregular 
conduct was candidly afcribed to the ungovern- 
able fpirit of the Barbarian youth. Their con- 
tempt for two new and obfcure princes, who had 
been railed to the throne by a popular election, 
inlpired the Goths with bolder hopes ; and, while 
they agitated fome delign of marching their con- 
federate force under the national ftandard 
they were eafily tempted to embrace the party 
of Procopius *, and to foment, by their danger- 
ous aid, the civil difcord of the Romans. The 
public treaty might ftipulate no more than ten 
thoufand auxiliaries ; but the defign was fo zeal- 
oufly adopted by the chiefs of the Vifigoths, that 
the army which paffed the Danube amounted to 

Ammlanus (xxxl. 3.) obierves, in general terms: Erraenriclii 
.... nobiliffimi Regis, et, per muita variaque fortiter fafla, vicinis 
gentibus formidati, &c. 

Valens .... docetur relationibus Ducum, gentem Gotbo- 
rum, ea teinpeftate intadtam ideoque fseviffimam, confpirantem in 
unum, ad pervadendaro, parari colliinitia Thraeiaxum. A,Tn.minn, 
xxvi. 6. 

the 
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the number of thirty thoufand men They 
marched with the proud confidence, that their 
invincible valour would decide the fate of the 
Roman empire; and the provinces of Thrace 
groaned under the weight of the Barbarians, who 
difplayed the infolence of mailers, and the licen- 
tioufnefs of enemies. But the intemperance 
which gratified their appetites, retarded their 
progrefs ; and before the Goths could receive 
any certain intelligence of the defeat and death 
of Procopius, they perceived, by the hoflile Hate 
of the country, that the civil and military powers 
were refumed by his fuccefsful rival. A chain 
of polls and fortifications, fldlfully difpofed by 
Valens, or the generals of Valens, refilled their 
march, prevented their retreat, and intercepted 
their fubfillence. The fiercenefs of the Barba- 
rians was tamed and fufpended by hunger; they 
indignantly threw down their arms at the feet of 
the conqueror, who offered them food and chains: 
the numerous captives were dillributed in all the 
cities of the Eall; and the provincials, who were 
foon familiarized with their favage appearance, 
ventured, by degrees, to meafure their own 
llrength with thefe formidable adverfaries, whofe 
name had fo long been the objedl of their terror. 
The King of Scythia (and Hermanric alone could 
deferve fo lofty a title) was grieved and exaB 

M. de Buat (Hift, des Peuples de I’Europe, tom.vi. p. 33a.) 
has curioufly alcertained the re^ number of theie auxiliaries. The 
3,000 of Ammianus, and the 10,000 of Zofimus? were only the firft 
divilions of the Gothic array. 
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c H A P. perated by this national calamity. His ambaf- 
^i^dors loudly complained at the court of Valens 
of the infradion of the ancient and folemn alli- 
ance, which had fo long fublifted between the 
Romans and the Goths. They alleged that 
they had fulfilled the duty of allies, by affifting 
the kinfinan and fuccellbr of the Emperor Ju- 
lian; they required the immediate reflitution of 
the noble captives; and they urged a very fin- 
gular claim, that the Gothic generals, marching 
in arms, and in hoftile array, were entitled to 
the facred character and privileges of ambafia- 
dors. The decent, but peremptory, refufal of 
thefe extravagant demands, was fignified to the 
Barbarians by ViHor, mafler-general of the ca- 
valry ; who expreffed, with force and dignity, the 
juft complaints of the Emperor of the Eaft 
The negociation was interrupted; and the 
manly exhortations of Valentinian encouraged 
his timid brother to vindicate the infulted ma- 
jelly of the empire 

lioftiiitles The fplendour and magnitude of this Gothic 
a!d! 36^7,’ celebrated by a contemporary hifto- 

■368, 369. 

The march, and fubfequent negociation, are defcribed in the 
Fragments of Eunapius (Excerpt. Legat. p. 18. edit. Louvre). 
The provincials, who afterwards became familiar with the Barba- 
rians, found that their ftrength was more apparent than real. Thef 
were tall of ftature ; but their legs were clumfy, and tlieir fhoulders 
were narrow. 

Valens enira, nt confulto placuerat fratri, cujus regebatur 
arbitrio, arma concuffit in Gothos ratione jufta permotus. Amml- 
anus (xxvii. 4.) then proceeds to defcribe, not the country of the 
Goths, but the peaceful and obedient province of Tlirace, which was 
not affeded by the war. 


nan: 
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rian'"® : but the events fcarcely deferve tiie at- c 
tention of pofterity, except as the preliminary 
fteps of the approaching decline and fall of the 
empire. Inftead of leading the nations of Ger- 
many and Scythia to the banks of the Danube, 
or even to' the gates of Conftantinople, the aged 
monarch of the Goths refigned to the brave 
Athanaric the danger and glory of a defenfive 
war, againfl an enemy, who wielded with a feeble 
hand the powers of a mighty date. A bridge of 
boats was eflablilhed upon the Danube ; the 
prefence ofValens animated his troops ; and his 
ignorance of the art of war was compenfated by 
perfonal bravery, and a wife deference to the 
advice of Vidtor and Arintheus, his mafters-gei 
neral of the cavalry and infantry. The opera- 
tions of the campaign were condudled by their 
Hull and experience; but they found it im- 
poffible to drive the Vifigoths from their Rrong 
pods in the mountains ; and the devaflation of 
the plains obliged the doraans themfelves to 
repafs the Danube on the approach of winter. 
The incelfant rains which fwelled the waters- of 
the river, produced a tacit fufpehfion of arms, 
and confined the Emperor Valens, during the 
whole courfe of the enfuing fummer, to his camp 
of Marcianapolis. The third year of the war was 
more favourable to the Romans, and more per- 
nicious to the Goths. The interruption of trade 
deprived the Barbarians of the objects of luxury, 

’■*** Eunapius, In Excerpt. Legat. p. x8; 19. The Greek fophift 
mull have confidered as owe and the /ame war, the whole feries of 
Gothic hiftory till the victories and peace of Theodofius. 
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CHAP, whicli they already confounded with the iiecei- 
XXV. faries of life; and the defolation of a very ex»- 
tenfive tract of country threatened them with 
the horrors of famine. Athanaric was provoked, 
or conipelled, to riik a battle, which he loft, in 
the plains; and the purfiiit was rendered more 
bloody by the cruel precaution of the vidlorious 
generals, who had promifed a large reward for 
the head of every Goth that was brought into 
the Imperial camp. The fubmiffion of tlie Bar- 
barians appeafcd the refentmeiit of Valens and 
his council ; the Emperor liftened with fatislac- 
tion to the ftatteriog and eloquent remonftraece 
of the fenate of Conftantinople, wliicli affiimed, 
for the firH time, a lhare in the public delibera- 
tions ; and the ftime generals, Vidlor and Arin- 
theiis, who had fuccefsfully (liredled the condudl 
of the war, were empowered to regulate the 
conditions of peace. The freedom of trade, 
which the Goths had liitliei'to enjoyed, was re- 
ftridted to two cities on the Danube ; the ralh- 
iiefs of their leaders was feverely punilhed by 
the fuppreffion of their pen lions and fublidies ; 


and the exception, whiclnvas ftipulated in favour 
of Athanaric alone, was more advantageous 
than honourable to the Judge of the Vifigotlis. 
Athanaric, who, on this occafion, appears to 
have confuited his private intereft, without ex- 
pecting the orders of his fovereign, fopported 
his own dignity, and that of his tribe, in the 


perfonal interview which was propofed by the 
minifters of Valens. He perfifted in his de- 
claration, tbatit wasimpoffible for him, without 


incur- 
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mcurring tile guilt of peijury, ever to fet his chap. 
foot on the territory of the empire j and it is , 
more than probable, that his regard for the fanc- 
tity of an oath was confirmed by the recent and 
fatal examples of Roman treachery. The Da- 
nube, which feparated the dominions of the two 
independent nations, was chofen for the fcene 
of the conference. The Emperor of the Eaft, 
and the Judge of the Vifigoths, accompanied by 
an equal number of armed followers, advanced 
in their refpedlive barges to the middle of the 
ftream. After the ratification of the treaty, and 
the delivery of hoftages, Valens returned in tri- 
umph to Conftantinople ; and the Goths re- 
mained in a Rate of tranquillity about fix years ; 
till they were violently impelled againfl the 
Roman empire by an innumerable hod of 
Scythians, who appeared to ifiiie from the frozen 
regions of the North 

The Emperor of the Weft, who had refigned Warofth^ 
to his brother the command of the Lower Da- 

barina- 

nube,referved for his immediate care the defence dans, 
of the Rhaetian and Illyrian provinces, which ^•D-374. 
fpread fo many hundred miles along the greatefl 
of the European rivers. The adlive policy of 
Valentinian was continually employed in adding 
new fortifications to the fecurity of the frontier: 

'‘>3 The Gothic war is defcribed by Ammianus (xxvll. 5.), Zofi- 
mus (l.iv. p. an-— ai4.), and Themiftius (Orat. x. p. 129— 141.). 

The orator Themiftius was fent from the fenate of Conftantinople to 
congratulate the victorious Emperor; and his fervile eloquence com- 
pares Valens on the Danube, to Achilles in the Scamander. Jor- 
nandes forgets a war peculiar to the T^-Goths, and inglorious to the 
Gothic name (Mafcou’s Hift* of the Germans, vU, 3.}. 

Y 4 but 
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CHAP, but the abiife of this policy provoked the jiid 

, . refentment of the Barbarians. The Qiiadi com- 

plained, that the ground for an intended fortrefs 
had been marked out on their territories j and 
their complaints were urged with fo much reafon 
and moderation, that Equitius, mafter-general 
of Illyriciiin, confented to fufpend the profecu- 
tion of the work, till he fhould be more clearly 
informed of the will of his fovereign. Tins fiiir 
occailon of injuring a rival, and of advancing the 
fortune of his fon, was eagerly embraced by the 
inhuman Maximin, the prmfe^:, or rather tyrant, 
of Gaul. The paffions of Valentiiiian were 
impatient of controul ; and he creduloufiy Hf- 
tened to the affurances of his favourite, that if 
the government of Valeria, and the dire6lion of 
the work, /were entrufted to the zeal of his fon 
Marcellinus, the Emperor llioukl no longer be 
importuned with the audacious reinondrances of 
the Barbarians. The fubjedls of .Rome, and the 
natives of Germany, were infulted by the arro- 
gance of a young and rvorthlefs miniller, who 
confidered his rapid elevation as the proof and 
reward of his fuperior merit. He affe^ed, how- 
ever, to receive the modeft application of Gabi- 
nius, King of the Quadi, with fome attention and 
regard : but this artful civility concealed a dark 
and bloody defign, and the credulous prince was 
perfiiaded to accept the preffing invitation of 
Marcellinus. I am at a lofs how to vary the 
narrative of limilar crimes j or how to relate, 
that in the courfe of the fame year, but in 
remote parts of the empire^ the iiihofpitable table 
' ■ of 
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of two Imperial generals was Rained with the c H A P. 
royal blood of two gaeils and allies, inhumanly » 

murdered by their order, and in their prefence. 

The fate of Gabinius, and of Para, was the fame : 
but the cruel death of their fovereign was re- 
fented in a very different manner by the fervile 
temper of the Armenians, and the free and 
daring fpirit of the Germans. The Quadi were 
much declined from that formidable powei’, 
which, in the time of Marcus Antoninus, had 
fpread terror to the gates of Rome. But they 
ftill poffeffed arms and courage ; their courage 
was animated by defpair, and they obtained the 
iifual reinforcement of the cavalry of their Sar- 
matian allies. So improvident was the affaffin 
Marcellinus, that he chofe the moment when the 
braved veterans had been drawn away, to fup- 
prefs'the revolt of Pirmus j and the whole pro- 
vince was expofed, with a very feeble defence, to 
the rage of the exafperated Barbarians. They 
invaded Pannonia in the feafon of barveft; nn* 
mercifully deffroyed every obje6l of plunder 
which they could not ealily tranlportj and either 
difregarded, or demoliflied, the empty fortifica- , 
tions. The Princefs Conftantia, the daughter of 
the Emperor Cohftantius, and the graud-daughter 
of the great Coidlantine, very narrowly efcaped. 

That royal maid, who had innocently fupported 
the revolt of Procopius, was now the deftined 
wife of the heir of the Wefterii empire. She 
traverfed the peaceful province with a Iplendid 
and unarmed train. Her perfon was faved from 

danger. 
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CHAP, danger, and the republic from difgrace, by the 

^ adive zeal of Meffala, governor of the provinces* 

As foon as he was informed that the viliagCj 
where the Hopped only to dine, was almoft en- 
corapalTed by the Barbarians, he hafliiy placed 
her in his own chariot, and drove full Ibeed till 
he reached the gates of Sirmiiun, which were at 
the diftance of fix-and-twenty miles. Even Sir- 
mium might not have been fecure, if the Quad! 
and Sarmatians had diligently advanced during 
the general conflernation of the magiftrates and 
people. Their delay allowed Probus, the Prae- 
torian praefedl, fufficient time to recover his own 
fpirits, and to revive the courage of the citizens. 
He Ikilfully diredled their ftreniious efforts to 
repair and ftrengthen the decayed fortifications j 
and procured the feafonable and effedlual afiift- 
ance of a company of archers, to prote6l the 
capital of the Illyrian provinces. Difappointed 
in their attempts againft the walls of Sirmium, 
the indignant Barbariansturned their arms againft 
the mafter-general of the frontier, to whom they 
unjuftly attributed the murder of their King. 
Eqiiitius could bring into the field no more than 
two legions *, but they contained the veteran 
ftrength of the Maefian and Pannonian bands. 
The obftinacy with which they difputed the vain 
honours of rank and precedency, was the caufe 
of their deftruclioiT, and while they adted with 
feparate forces and divided councils, they were 
iiirprifed and flaughtered by the active vigour of 
the Sarmatian horfe. The fuccefs of this inva- 

iiori 
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lion provoked the emulation of the bordering c H A P, 
tribes ; and the province of Msefia would infal- , , 

liby have been loft, if young Theodofius, the 
duke, or military commander of the frontier, 
had not fignalized, in the defeat of the public 
enemy, an intrepid genius, worthy of his illuf- 
trious father, and of his future greatnefs 

The mind of Valentinian, who then refided at 
Treves, was deeply affected by the calamities of ^ 
Illyricum j but the latenefs of the feafoh fuf- 
pended the execution of his deligns till the en- 
fuing fpring. He marched in perfon, with a A.D. 375. 
confiderable part of the forces of Gaul, from the 
banks of the Mofelle : and to the fuppliant am- 
baffadors of the Sarmatians, who met him on the 
way, he returned a doubtful anfwer, that as foon 
as he reached the fcene of action, he fliould 
examine, and pronounce. When he arrived at 
Sirmium, he gave audience to the deputies of the 
Illyrian provinces; who loudly congratulated 
their own felicity under the aiilpicious govern- 
ment of Probus, his Praetorian prasfe<51:'^k Va- 
lentinian, 


Ammianus (xxlx. 6.) and Zofimus ( 1 . iv. p. aig, aao.) 
carefully mark the origin and progrefs of the Quadic and Sarraatian 

Ammianus (xxx. 5.), who acknowledges the merit, has cen- 
fured, with becoming afperity, the oppreffive adminiftration of Pe- 
tronius Probus. When Jerom tranflated, and continued, the Chro- 
nicle of Eufebius (A. D. 380. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. 
xii. p. 53. 626.), he exprelTed the truth, or at leaft the public opi- 
nion of his country, in the following words; “ Probus P. P. Illy- 
rici iniquiflimis tributoiura exa'ilionibus, ante provincias quas re- 
“ gebat, quam a Barbaris vaftarentur, erajtu'^ (Chron. edit. Sea- 
liger, p. 187. Animadverf. p. *59.) The Saint afterwards formed 
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p. lentinian, who was flattered by tliefe demonftra- 
j tions of their loyalty and gratitude, imprudently 
alked the deputy of Epirus, a Cynic philofopher 
of intrepid fineerity whether he was freely 
fent by the willies of the province ? “ With 

“ tears and groans am I fent (replied Iphicles) 
by a reludlant people.” The Emperor paufed : 
but the impunity of his minillers ellablidied the 
pernicious maxim, that they might opprefs his 
fubjedls, without injuring his fervice. A llri^l 
inquiry into their condiidt would have relieved 
the public difeontent. The fevere con demnation 
of the murder of Gabinius, was the only mea- 
fure which could reftore the conlideiice of the 
Germans, and vindicate the honour of the Ho- 
man name. But the haughty monarch was in- 
capable of the magnanimity wdiich dares to ac- 
knowledge a fault. He forgot the provocation, 
remembered only the injury, and advanced into 
the country of the Quadi with an iiifatiate third 
of blood and revenge. Tlie extreme devallation, 
and promifeuous maflacre, of a lavage war, were 
jullilied, in the eyes of the Emperor, and per- 
haps ill thofe of the world, by the cruel equity 
of retaliation : and fuch was the difcipline of 

an intimate and tender friendfhip witli the widow of Probus ; and 
the name of Count Equitius, with lefs propriety} but without much 
hijuffice, has been fuhftituted in the text. 

'5^ Julian (Orat.yi. p. 198.) reprefents his friend Iphicles as a man 
of virtue and merit, who had made himfelf ridiculous and unhappy, 
by adopting the extravagant drefs and manners of the Cynics. 

Ammian. xxx. y. Jerom, who exaggerates the misfortune 
of Valentinian, refutes him even this laft confolation of I'evenge. 
Genitali yaftato folo, et inultam patriam derelinquens (tom. i. 
p.Jtti.}. 


id 


the 
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the Romans, .and the confternation of the enemy, chap. 
that Valentihian repaffed the Danube -without , 
the lofs of a tingle man. As he had refolved to 
complete the deftru6lion of the Qiiadi by a fecond 
campaign, he fixed his winter-quarters at Bre- 
getio, on the Danube, near the Hungarian city 
of Prefburgh. While the operations of war 
were fulpended by the feverity of the weather, 
the Quadi made an humble attempt to deprecate 
the wrath of their conqueror ; and, at the earned; 
perfiialion of Eqnitius, their amballadors were 
introduced into the Imperial council. They 
approached the throne with bended bodies, and 
deje6ted countenances j and, without daring to 
complain of the murder of their King, they af- 
firmed, with folemn oaths, that the late invafioil 
was the crime of fome irregular robbers, which 
the public council of the nation condemned and 
abhorred. The anfwer of the Emperor left them 
but little to hope from his clemency or com- 
panion. He reviled, in the mod intemperate 
language, their bafenefs, their ingratitude, their 
infolence. — His eyes, his voice, his colour, his 
geftures, expreffed the violence of his ungoverned 
fury *, and, while his whole frame was agitated 
wdth convuHive paffion, a large blood-veffel fud- 
denly burfl in his body 5 and Valentinian fell 
fpeechlefs into the arms of his attendants. Their 
pious care immediately concealed his htuation 
from the crowd : but, in a few minutes, the 
Emperor of the Weft expired in an agony of pain, and death, 
-retaining his fenfes till the laftf and 

wit}iout 
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c H A P. without fuccefs, to declare his intentions to the 
generals and minifters, who furrounded the royal 
couch. Valentinian was about fifty-four years 
Nov. 17th. of age; and he wanted only one hundred days 
to accomplifli the twelve years of his reign 
The Era- The polygamy of Valentinian is ferioiifly at- 
perors tcfled by an ecclefiaftical hiflorian “ The 
andVaien- “ Emprefs Scvcra (I relate the fable) admitted 
tinianii. ee into her familiar fociety the lov^ely Juftina, 
the daughter of an Italian governor : her ad- 
“ miration of thofe naked charms, wdiich flie 
« had often feen in the bath, was expreffed with 
■ fuch lavifh and imprudent praife, that the 
‘‘ Emperor was tempted to introduce a fecond 
“ wife into his bed; and his public edi6t ex« 
tended to all the fubjedls of the empire, the 
“ fame domeftic privilege, which he had afllimed 
for himfelf.” But we may be affured, from 
the evidence of reafon, as well as hiftory, that 
the two marriages of Valentinian, with Severn , 
and with Juftina, were yucce/^ve/j/contra6ied^ and 
that he iifed the ancient permiffion of divorce, 
which was Ml allowed by the laws, though it 

See, on the death of Valentinian, Ammianus (xxx. 6.). Zo- 
fimus ( 1 . iv. p. aai.}, Victor (in Epitom.), Socrates (h iv. c. 31.}, 
and Jerom (in Chron. p. 187, and tom. i. p. a6. ad Heliodor.}. 
There is much variety of circuraftances among them ; and Ammi- 
anus is fo eloquent, that he writes nonfenfe. 

Socrates (l.iv. c. 31.) is the only original witnefs of this 
foolilh ftory, fo repugnant to the laws and manners of the Romans, 
that it fcarcely deferves the formal and elaborate diflertation of 
M. Bonamy (Mem. de I’Acadpmie, tom. xxx. p. 394 — 405.). Yeti 
would preferve the natural circuinltance of the bath ; inftead of fol- 
lowing Zofimus, who reprefeatS' Juftina as an old woman, the widow 
of Magnentius, 


was 
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was condemned by the church. Severa was the c hap. 
mother of Gratian, who feenied to unite every . 

claim which could entitle him to the undoubted 
fiicceffion of the 'Weftern empire. He was the 
eldefl fon of a monarch, whofe glorious reign had ! 

confirmed the free and honourable choice of his I 

fellow-foldiers. Before he had attained the ninth | 

year of his age, the royal youth received from I 

the hands of his indulgent father the purple robe 1 

and diadem, with the title of Auguftiis : the 
election was folemnly ratified by the confent and 
appiaufe of the armies of GauP^a . ^nd the name i 

of Gratian was added to the names of Valentinian s 

and Valens, in all the legal tranfadtions of the 
Roman government. By his marriage with the 
grand-daughter of Conitan tine, the fon of Valen- 
tinian acquired all the hereditary rights of the < 

Mavian family; which, in a feries of three Im- 
perial generations, were fandfcified by time, reli- 
gion, and the reverence of the people. At the 
death of his father, the royal youth was in the 
feventeenth year of his age ; and his virtues al- 
ready j iillified the favourable opinion of the army 
and people. But Gratian refided, without ap- 
prehenfion, in the palace of Treves; whiift, at 
the diftance of many hundred miles, Valentinian 
fuddenly expired in the camp of Bregetio. The 
paffions, which had been fo long fuppreffed by 
the prefence of a mailer, immediately revived 
the Imperial council; and the ambitious defign 

Ammianus (xxvii. 6.) 'defcribes the form of this military 
eledtion, and augujl inveftiture. Valentinian does not appear to have 
confulted, or even informed, the feaate of Rome. 


of 
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c H A P. of reigning in the name of an infant, was artfully 

^ executed by Mellobaiides and Equitius, who 

commanded the attachment of the Illyrian and 
Italian bands. They contrived the moll honour- 
able pretences to remove the popular leaders, 
and the troops of Gaul, who 'might have aiferted 
the claims of the lawful fuccelfor : they fuggefted 
thehecellity of extinguifliing the hopes of foreign 
and domeftic enemies, by a bold and decilive 
ineafure. The Emprels Juftina, who had been 
left in a palace about one hundred miles from 
Bregetio, was repedtfully invited to appear in the 
camp, with the fon of the deceafed Emperor. 
On the lixth day after the death of Valeiitiniari, 
the infant prince of the fame name, who was only 
four years old, was fliewn in the arms of his 
mother, to the legions; and folemnly invelled, 
by military acclamation, with the titles and eii- 
ligns of fupreme power. The impending dan- 
gers of a civil war were feafouably prevented by 
the wife and moderate condiidt of the Emperor 
Gratian. He cheerfully accepted the choice of 
the army; declared, that he lliould always con- 
lider the fon of Juftina as a brother, not as a 
rival ; and advifed the Emprefs, with her fon 
Valentinian, to fx their refidence at Milan, in 
the fair and peaceful province of Italy; while he 
alfumed the more arduous command of the coun- 
tries beyond the Alps. Gratian dilTembled his 
refentment till he could fafely punifli, or dift 
grace, the authors of the confpiracy ; and though 
he uniformly behaved with tendeniefs and regard 
to his infant colleague, he gradually confounded, 

■ ■ in 
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in the adminiftration of the Weftern empire, the c H A P. 
office of a guardian with the authority of a fove- 
reign. The government of the Koman world * 
was exercifed in the united names of Valens and 
his two nephews 5 but the feeble Emperor of the 
Eaft, who fucceeded to the rank of his elder 
brother, never obtained any weight or influence 
in the councils of the Weft'^h 

Ammianus, xxx, lo. Zofimus, 1 . iy. p. aaa, aaj. Tillenjont 
lias proved (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 707 — 709.)^ that Gratian 
reigned in Italy, Africa, and Illyricum. I have endeavoured to ex- 
prefs his authority oyer his brother’s dominions, as he ufed it, in an 
.ambiguous ftyle. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Manner's af the Pqftoral Nations.— Frogrefs 
of the Jltm^from China to Europe.— Flighi 
of the Goths,— They pafs the Eanuhe. —Go^ 
tUc War, — Defeat and Death of Valens,— 
Grattan invefs Theodofus with the Eajiern 
Empire, — His CharaBer and Succefs . — ■ 
Peace and Settlement of the Goths. 

CHAP. JN tile fecond year of the reign of Valentinian 
XXVI. and Valens, on the morning of the tvventy- 
tlay of July, the greatefl part of the Roman 
quaites. woi'ld was fliaken by a violent and deftru^tive 
jui^ earthquake. The impreffion was communicated 
to the waters-, the fliores of the Mediterranean 
were left dry, by the fudden retreat of the fea ; 
great quantities of fifli were caught with the hand ; 
large veifeis were ftranded on the mud j and a 
curious fpedtator " amufed his eye, or rather his 
fancy, by contemplating the various appearance 
of vallies and mountains, which had never, lince 
the formation of the globe, been expofed to the 
fun. But the tide foon returned, with the weight 
of an immenfe and irrefiftible deluge, which was 
feverely felt on the coalls of Sicily, of Dalmatia, 
of Greece, and of Egypt: large boats were tranf- 
ported, and lodged on the roofs of lioufes, or 

’.Such is the bad tafte of AmmlanusTxxvi. lo.), that it is aot 
eafy to diflinguifh his fails from his metaphors. Yet he politively 
affirms, that he faw the rotten carcafe of a ihip, ad fecundum lapidem^ 
at Methone, or Modon, in Peloponnefus. 
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at the diftance of two miles from the lliore; the c H A P. 
people, with their habitations, were fwept away , 

by the waters j and the city of Alexandria an- 
nually commemorated the fatal day, on which 
fifty thoiifand perfons had loH their lives in the 
inundation, This calamity, the report of which 
was magnified froin one province to another, 
aftonillied and terrified the fubje6ts of Home j 
•and their affrighted imagination enlarged the 
real extent of a momentary evil. They recol- , 
letted the preceding earthquakes, which had fub'” ^ 
verted the cities of Paleffine and Bithynia : they 
confidered thefe alarming ffrokes as the prelude 
only of (till more dreadful calamities, and their 
fearful vanity was difpofed to confound the fym])- 
toins of a declining empire, and a finking world 
It was the fafliion of the times, to attribute 
every remarkable event to the particular will of 
the Deity ; the alterations of nature were con^ 
ne6led, by an invifible chain, with the moral and 
metapbyfical opinions of the human mind j and 
the moll fagacious divines could diftinguifii, 
according to the colour of their refpedlive pre^ 
jiidices, that the eflablifimient of herefy tended 
to produce an earthquake j or that a deluge was 

’ The earthquakes 3,nd inundations are varioufly defcrlbed by 
Tibaiiius (Orat.de ukifeenda JuUani neee, c. x. in Fabridus, Bibl. 

Gra:c. torn. vii. p. 158. with a learned note of Olearius), Zofraius 
(I. iv. p. 231.), Sozomen (I. vi, 0.2.), Cedrenus (p. 3x0. 314.), 
and Jerom (in Chron. p. 186. and tom. i. p. 250. 'iu Vit. Hilarion.). 

Epldaiirus rnuft have been ovei’whelmed, bad not the prudent citizens 
jthiced St. Hilarion, an Egyptian monk, on the beach. He made 
the llg'u of the crofs : the mptmtain-wave Hopped, bowed, and 
returned, 

the 
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the inevitable confequence of the progrefs of fin 
and error. Without prefumiiig to difciifs the 
truth or propriety of thefe lofty fpecidations, the 
hiftorian may content himfelf with an obferva- 
tion, which feems to be juflified by experience, 
that man has much more to fear from the paf- 
fions of his feliow^-creatures, than from the con- 
vulfions of the elements ^ The mifchievons 
efie6ls of an earthquake, or deluge, a hurricane, 
or the eruption of a volcano, bear a very incon- 
fiderable proportion to the ordinary calamities of 
war ; as they are now moderated by the prudence 
or humanity of the princes of Europe, who amufe 
their own leifure, and exercife the courage of 
their fubjedts, in the practice of the military art. 
But the laws and manners of modern nations 
prote6t the fafety and freedom of tlie vanquiflied 
foldier; and the peaceful citizen has feldom rea- 
fon to complain, that his life, or even Ids fortune, 
is expofed to the rage of war. In the difiiftrous 
period of the fall of the Roman empire, which 
may juftly be dated from the reign of Valens, the 
happinefs and fecurity of each individual were 
perfonally attacked and the arts and labours of 
ages were rudely defaced by the Barbarians of 
Scythia and Germany. The invafion of the 
Huns precipitated on the provinces of the Weft 
the Gothic nation, which advanced, in lefs than 
forty years^ from, the Danube to the Atlantic, 
and opened a w^ay, by the fuccefs of their arms, 

^ Dicssarchus, the Peripatetic, compofed a formal treatife, to prove 
this olivloHs truth ; which is not tlie inoft honourable to the human 
i^iecies (Cicero, de Ofticiis, ii. 5.). 


to 
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to the inroads of fo many hoftile tribes, more chap. 
flwage than themfelyes. The original principle , 

of motion was concealed in the remote countries 
of the North j and the curious ohfervation. of the 
palloral life of the Scythians -, or Tartars % will 
iiluftrate the latent caufe of thefe deftrin^ive 
emigrations. 

The different chara^ers that mark the civilized The pafto- 
iiations of the globe, may be afcribed to the ufe, neis of th^ 
and the abufe, of reafon ; which fo varioufly ScytiiHns, 
fliapes, and fo artificially compofes, the manners °^Taitar., 
and opinions of an European, or a Chinefe. 

But the operation of inflin6t is more fure and 
fimple than that of reafon : it is much ealier to 
afcertain the appetites of a quadruped, than the 
Ipeciilations of a philofopherj and the favage 
tribes of mankind, as they approach nearer to 
the condition of animals, preferve a ftronger 
refemblance to themfelves and to' each other. 

The uniform liability of their manners is the 
natural confequence of the imperfection of their 
faculties. Reduced to a fimilar litiiation, their 


'' The original Scytliians of Herodotus ( 1 . Iv. c. 47- — 57. 99 — 
loi.) were confined by the Danube and the Palus Mkotls, within a 
fquare of 4000 ftadia (400 Roman miles.) See D’Anville (Mem. de 
I’Academie, tom. xxxv. p. 573 — 59 i-)- Diodorus Siculus (tom. i. 
1 . ii. p. 155. edit. Wefieling) has marked the gradual progrefs of tll5 
name and nation. 

^ The Tatars, or Tartars, were a primitive tribe, the rivals, and 
at length the fubjedls, of the Moguls. In the vidlorious armies of 
Zlnghls Khan, and his fucceflbrs, the Tartars formed the vanguard ; 
and the name, which firft reached the ears of foreigners, was applied 
to the whole nation (Freret, in the liift. de I’Academie, tom. xvili. 
p. 60.). In fpeaking of all, or any, of. the northern fliepherds of 
Europe, or Afia, I indifferently ufe the appellations of Scythians, or 
Tartars, 

^ 3 
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CHAP, wants, their delires, their enjoy m6nts, ftili coo- 
>1 influence of food or 

climate, which, in a more improved date of 
fociety, is fiifpended, or fubdiied, by fo many 
moral caiifes,moil powerfully contributes toforro, 
and to maintain, the national character of Bar- 
barians. In every age, the immenfe plains of 
Scythia, or Tartary, have been inhabited by 
vagrant tribes of hunters and ihepherds, whole 
indolence reftifes to cultivate the earth, and 
whofe reliiefs fpirit difdains the confinement of 
a feclentary life. In every age, the Scythians, and 
' Tartars, have been renowned for their invincible 
courage, and rapid conquells. The thrones of 
Afia have been repeatedly overturned by the 
iliepherds of the North: and their arms have 
fpread terror and devadation over the mod fer- 
tile and warlike countries of Europe On this 
occalion, as well as on many others, the Ibbcr 
hidorian is forcibly awakened from a pieafing 
viflonj and is compelled, with fome relLi6lance, 
to confefs, that the padoral manners, which have 
been adorned with the faired attributes of peace 
and innocence, are much better adapted to the 
fierce and cruel habits of a military life. To 
iliiillrate this obfervation, I lliall now proceed to 
confider a nation of Iliepherds and of warriors, 

* Impemnn Afia; ier qussfiverej ipfi perpetuo ab alieno Imperio, 
3iut intadij aut invifti, manfere. Since the time of JufUn (ii. 3.), 
they have multiplied this account. Voltaire, in a few words (tom. x. 
p. 64. Ilift. Generaie, c. 156.) has abridged the Tartar conquells. 

Oft o’er the trembling nations from afar. 

Has Scytliia breath’d the living cloud of war. 

in 
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iti the three important articles of^ I. Their diet; c H A P. 

II. Their habitations; and, III. Their exercifes. , ^ 

The narratives of antiquity are juftihed by the 
experience of modern times’ : and the banks of 
the Boryfthenes, of the Volga, or of the Selinga, 
will indifferently prefent the fame uniform Ipec- 
tacle of fimilar and native manners ^ 

I. The corn, or ewen the rice, which confri- Diet, 
tutes the ordinary and wholefome food of a civil- 
ifed people, can be obtained only by the patient 
toil of the hulbandman. Some of the happy 
favages, who dwell between the tropics, are 
plentifuliy nouriflied by the liberality of nature; 
but in the climates of the North, a nation of 
fliepberds is reduced to their Hocks and herds. 

The ikilful pra6litioners of the medical art v/ill 
determine (if they are able to determine) how 
far the temper of the human mind may be affedted 
by the ufe of animal, or of vegetable, food; and 
whether the common affbciation of carnivorous 
and cruel, deferves to be confidered in any 

• The fourth book of Hei'pclotus affords a curious, though im- 
perfe<Sl, portrait of the Scythians. Among the moderns, who de- 
fcribe the uniform fcene, the Khan of Ivhowarefm, Abulghazi Ba- 
hadur, exprefles his native feelings ; and his Genealogical Hiftory of 
the Tatars has been copioufly illuftrated by the French and Engliih 
editors. Carpin, Afcelin, and Rubruquis (in the Hift. des Voyages, 
tom. vli.), reprefent the Moguls of the fourteenth century. To thefe 
guides I have added Gerbillon, and the other jefuits (Defcription de 
la Chine, par Du Halde, tom. iv.), 'who accurately fun>-eyed the Clrincfe; 

Tavtary ; and that honeft and intelligent traveller, Bell, of Antermony 
(two volumes in 4tG. Glalgow, 1763.) 

The Dzbecks are the mofl; altered from their primitive manners ; 

I. by the profefHon of the Mahometan religion; and, 3. by the 
liOiTeffion of tire cities and harveSs of the great 'Bucharia. 
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c H A P. Other light than that of an innocent, perhaps’ ^ 
falutary, prejudice of humanity L Yet if it be 
true, that the fentiment of compaffion is imper- 
ceptibly weakened by the hght and pradlice of 
domeftic cruelty, we may obferve that the hor- 
rid obj 6(3:8 which are difguifed by the arts of 
European refinement, are exhibited in their naked 
and molt difgufting fimplicity, in the tent of a 
Tartarian fliepherd* The ox, or the flieep, are 
llaughtered by the fame hand from which they 
were ac(iuftomed to receive their daily food ; and 
the bleeding limbs are ferved, with very little 
preparation, on the table of their unfeeliftg mur- 
derer. In the military profeffion, and efpecially 
in the conduct of a numerous army, the exclufive 
ufe of animal food appears to be produiSlive of 
the moll folid advantages. Corn is a bulky and 
« perifliable commodity ; and the large magazines, 
which are indilpenfably necefiary for the fubfifi- 
ence of our troops, mull be fiowly tranlported by 
the labour of men or horfes. But the flocks 
and herds, which accompany the march of the 
Tartars, afford a fare and increafing fupply of 
flefh and milk : in the far greater part of the 
uncultivated wafte, the vegetation of the grafs is 
quick and luxuriant j and there are few places 

® II eft certain que les grands mtingeurs de vlande font en general 
truels et feroces plus que les autres hommes. Cette obfervation eft 
de touts les lieux, et de touts les terns : la barbare Angloife eft 
connue, &c. Emile de Roufleau, tom. i. p. 274. Whatever we 
toay think of the general obfervation, <zy<? lhall not eafily allow the 
tnith of his example. The good-natured complaints of Plutarch, 
and the pathetic lamentafions of Ovid, feduce our reafon, by exciting 
«ur fenfibility. 

fo 
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fo extremely barren, that the hardy cattle of the chap. 
North cannot find fome tolerable paflure. The 
fupply is multiplied and prolonged, by the un- 
diftinguifliing appetite, and patient abflinence, 
of the Tartars. They indifferently feed on the 
flefli of thofe animals that have been killed for 
the table, or have died of difeafe. Horfe-flefli, 

•which in every age and country has been pro- 
fcribed by the civilifed nations of Europe and 
Alia, they devour with peculiar greedinefs ; and 
this lingular talle facilitates the fuccefs of their 
military operations. The a6live cavalry of Scy- 
thia is always followed, in their raoft diflant and 
rapid incurfions, by an adequate number of fpare 
horfes, who may be occafionally ufed, either to 
redouble the fpeed, or to fatisfy the hunger, of 
the Barbarians. Many are the refources of cou- 
rage and poverty. When the forage round a 
camp of Tartars is alinofl confumed, they flaugh- 
ter the greatefl part of their cattle, and preferve 
the flefh, either fmoaked, or dried in the fun. 

On the fudden emergency of a hafly march, they 
provide themfelves with a fufficient quantity of 
little balls of cheefe, or rather of hard curd, 
which they occafionally dilfolve in water ; and 
this unfubflantial diet will fupport, for many 
days, the life, and even the fpirits, of the patient 
warrior. But this extraordinary abflinence, 
which the Stoic would approve, and the hermit 
might envy, is commonly fucceeded by the moft 
voracious indulgence of appetite. The wines of 
a happier climate are the moft grateful prefen-t, 

or ' 
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CHAP, or the mofl valuable commodity, that can be 
XXVI. offered to the Tartars ; and the only example of 
* their induftry feems to confift in the art of ex- 
tracing from mare’s milk, a fermented liquor, 
which poffeffes a very ftroiig power of intoxica- 
tion. Like the animals of prey, the favages, 
both of the old and new world, experience the 
alternate viciflitudes of famine and plenty; and 
their ffomach is inured to fullain, without much 
inconvenience, the oppolite extremes of hunger 
and of intemperance. 

Habita- II. In the ages of niffic and martial limplicity, 
a people of foldiers and hulbandmen are difperfed 
over the face of an extenfive and cultivated 
country ; and fome time muff elapfe before the 
warlike youth of Greece or Italy could be affem- 
bled under the fame ftandarcl, either to defend 
their own confines, or to invade the territories of 
the adjacent tribes. The progrefs of manufac- 
tures and commerce infeofibiy colleCs a large 
multitude within the walls of a city : but thefe 
citizens are no longer foldiers ; and tlie arts which 
adorn and improve the Hate of civil fpciety, cor- 
rupt the habits of the military life. The pafto- 
ral manners of the Scythians feem to unite the 
different advantages of limplicity and refinement. 
The individuals of the fame tribe are conflantly 
affembled, but they are affembled in a camp ; 
and the native Ipirit of thefe dauiitlels fliepherds 
is animated by mutual fupport and emulation.' 
The houfes of the Tartars are no more than final! 
tenis, of an oval form, w^hich afford a cold and 

dirty 
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dirty habitation, for the promifcuous j^outh of CHAP, 
both fexes. The palaces of the rich conlifl of 
wooden huts, of fuch a fize that they may be 
conveniently fixed on large waggons, and drawn 
by a team perhaps of twenty or thirty oxen. 

The flocks and herds, after grazing all day in the 
adjacent paftures, retire, on the approach of 
night, within the prote6lion of the camp. The 
neceflity of preventing the mofl inifchievotis con- 
fufion, in fuch a perpetual concourfe of men and 
animals, mult gradually introduce, in the diftri- 
bution, the order, and the guard, of the encamp- 
ment, the rudiments of the military art. As fooii 
as the forage of a certain diftridfc is confumed, 
the tribe, or rather army, of flieplierds, makes a 
, regular march to fome freili paftures ; and thus 
acquires, in the ordinary occupations of the paf- 
toral life, the practical knowledge of one of the 
inoft important and difficult operations of war. 

The choice of ftations is regulated by the difier- 
eiice of the feafoiis : in thefurnmer, the Tartars 
advance towards the North, and pitch their tents 
on the banks of a river, or, at leaf!;, in the 
neighbourhood of a running ftream. But in the 
winter they return to the South, and flielter their 
camp behind fome convenient eminence, againft 
the winds, which are chilled in their paffage over 
the bleak and icy regions of Siberia. Thefe 
manners are admirably adapted to diflufe, among 
the wandering tribes, the fpirit of emigration and 
coiiqiieft. The coniie8:ion between the people 
and their territory is of lb frail 4 texture, that it 

, may 
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c HAL may be broken by the fligliteft acciderit. The 
camp, and not the foil, is the native country of 
the genuine Tartar. Within the precin6ls of that 
camp, his family, his companions, his property, 
are always included ; and in the moll diftant 
marches, he is Ml furrounded by the objedls 
which are dear, or valuable, or familiar in his 
eyes. The thirfl of rapine, the fear, or the re- 
fentment of injury, the impatience of fervitude, 
have, in every age, been fufficient caufes to urge 
the tribes of Scythia boldly to advance into fome 
unknown countries, where they might hope to 
find a more plentiful fiibfiftence, or a lefs for- 
midable enemy. The reyolutions of the North 
have frequently determined the fate of the South j 
and in the confhdt of hollile nations, the,vi6tor 
and the vanquiflied have alternately drove, and 
been driven, from the confines of China to thofe 
of Germany Thefe great emigrations, wliich 
have been fometimes executed with almoft incre- 
dible diligence, were rendered more eafy by the 
peculiar nature of the climate. It is well known, 
that the cold of Tartary is much more fevere 
than in the midfl of the temperate zone might 
reafonably be expedled j this uncommon rigour 
is attributed to the height of the plains, wliich 
^ rife, elpecially towards the Eaft, more than half 
a mile above the level of the fea : and to the 
quantity of faltpetre, with which the foil is deeply 

Thefe Tartar emigrations have been difeovered by M. de 
Guignes (Hiftoire des Huns, tom. i. ii.), a fkilfiil and laborious in- 
terpreter of the Chinefe language; who has thus laid open new and 
important feenes in the hiftory of mankind. 

^5 
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impregnated”. In tlie winter-feafonj the broad c HA P. 
and rapid rivers, that difcharge their waters into . , 

the Enxine, the Gafpian, or the Icy Sea, are 
llrongly frozen ; the fields are covered with a 
bed of fnow j and tlie fugitive, or vi6lorious, 
tribes may fecurely traverfe, with their families, 
their waggons, and their cattle, the fmooth and 
hard furface of an immenfe plain. 

III. The paftoral life, compai'ed with the la- Exercifes. 
hours of agriculture and manufadfcures, is un- 
doubtedly a life of idienefs ; and as the moll 
honourable fiiepherds of the Tartar race devolve 
on their captives the doineliic managementof the 
cattle, their own leifure is feldom dillurbed by 
any fervile and affiduous cares. But this leifure, 
inftead of being devoted to the foft enjoyments, 
of love and harmony, is ufefully fpent in the vio- 
lent and fanguinary exercife of the chace. The 
plains of Tartary are filled with a ftrong and fer- 
viceable breed of horfes, which are eafily trained 
for the purpofes of war and hunting. The Scy- 
thians of every age have been celebrated as bold 
and lliilful riders : and conllant pra6lice had 
feated them fo firmly on horfeback, that they 
were fuppofed by llraiigers to perform the ordi- 
nary duties of civil life, to eat, to drink, and 
even to deep, without difmounting from their 


" A plain in the Cliinefe Tartaiy, only eighty leagues from the 
great wall, was found by the ralfllonaries to be three thoufand geo- 
metrical paces above the level of the fea. Montefquieu, who has 
ufed, and abufed, the relations of travellers, deduces the revolutions 
of Afia from this important circumftance, that heat and cold, weak- 
hefs and ftreangth, touch each otlier w^hoiit any temperate zone 
(Efprit des Loix, 1. xvii. c. 3 .). 
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CHAP, fteeds. They excel in the dexterous management 
of the lance : the long Tartar bow is drawn with 
a nervous arm ; and the weighty arrow is dire6t" 
ed to its object with unerring aim, and irrefift- 
ible force. Thefe arrows are often pointed agaiiift 
the harmiefs animals of the defert, which increafe 
and multiply in the abfeiice of their moil formid- 
able enemy j the hare, the goat, the roebuck, 
the fallow-deer, the flag, the elk, and the ante- 
lope. The vigour and patience both of the men 
and horfes are continually exercifed by the fa- 
tigues of the ehace *, and the plentiful fupply of 
game contributes to the fubiiftence, and even 
luxury, of a Tartar camp. But the exploits of 
the hunters of Scythia are not confined to the 
deftrudllon of timid or innoxious beads ^ they 
boldly encounter the angry wild-boar, when he 
turns againil his purfuers, excite the fluggiili 
courage of the bear, and provoke the fury of the 
tyger, as he ilumbers in the thicket. Where 
there is danger, there may be glory : and the 
mode of hunting, which opens the fairell field 
to the exertions of valour, may juftly be con- 
fidered as the image, and as the fchool, of war. 
The genera! hunting-matches, the pride and 
delight of the Tartar princes, compofe an in- 
flru^ive exercife for their numerous cavalry. 
A circle is drawm, of many miles in circumfe- 
rence, to encompafs the game of an extenfive 
diftridt j and the troops that form tlic circle re- 
' giilariy advance towards a common ceiitre ; 
w'herc the captive aniroalSa furrounded on every 

fide. 
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fide, are abandoned to the darts of the hunters, c H A p. 
In this march, which frequently continues many ; xxvi. ^ 
days, the cavalry are obliged to climb the hills, 
to fwim the rivers, and to wind through the val- 
lies, without interrupting the prefcribed order 
of their gradual progrefs. They acquire the 
habit of directing their eye, and their ileps, to a 
remote object ; of preferring their intervals j of 
fulpending, or accelerating, their pace, according 
to the motions of the troops on their right and 
left ; and of watching and repeating the fignals 
of their leaders. Their leaders ftudy, in this 
pra<Stical fchool, the moll important lefibn of the 
military art *, the prompt and accurate judgment 
of ground, of diftance, and of time. To employ 
againll a human enemy the fame patience and 
valour, the fame llviii and difcipline, is the only 
alteration which is required in real war j and the 
amufements of the chace ferve as a prelude to the 
conqueft of an empire 

The political fociety of tile ancient Germans 
has the appearance of a voluntary alliance of in- 
dependent Vv'arriors. The tribes of Scythia, dif- 
tinguillied by the modern appellation of Hords, 
affume the form of a numerous and increaling 
family j which, in the coiirfe of fuccefiive gene- 

“ Petit de la Croix (Vie de Gengifcan, 1 . iii. c. y.) reprefents 
the full glorj'^ and extent of the Mogul chace. The jefuita Ger- 
biiloH and Verbieft followed the Emperor iCamhiwhen he hunted in 
Tartary (Duhalde, Delcription de la Chine, tom. iv. p. 8i. 290, &c. 
folio edit.). Iiis grandfon, Kienloiig, who unites the Tartar dlf- 
cipline with the laws and learning of China, defcribes (Eloge de 
Moukden, p. 273 — 285.), as a poet, the pleafufes Which he had 
®ften enjoyed as a fportfman, ' • s 

rations, 
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CHAP, rations, has been propagated from the fame ori- 
XXVI. ginal flock. The meaneft, and mofl ignorant, 

' of the Tartars, preferve, with confcious pride, 
the ineflimable treafure of their genealogy ; and 
whatever diflindlions of rank, may have been in- 
troduced, by the unequal difiribution of pafloral 
wealth, they mutually refpedl themfelves, and 
each other, as the defcendants of the firft founder 
of the tribe. The cufloin, which ftill prevails, 
of adopting the braved and mofl faithful of the 
captives, may countenance the very probable 
fufpicion, that this extenfive confanguinity is, in 
a great meafure, legal and fidlitious. But the 
ufeful prejudice, which has obtained the fandlion 
of time and opinion, produces the effe6ls of 
truth j the haughty Barbarians yield a cheerful 
and voluntary obedience to the head of their 
blood ; and their chief, or murfa^ as the repre- 
fentative of their great father, exercifes the au- 
thority of a judge, in peace, and of a leader, in 
war. In the original date of the pafloral world, 
each of the murj'as (if we may continue to ufe a 
modern appellation) a6led as the independent 
chief of a large and feparate family 5 and the 
limits of their peculiar territories were gradually 
fixed, by fuperior force, or mutual confent. But 
the conflant operation of various and permanent 
caufes contributed to unite the vagrant Hords 
into national communities, under the command 
of a fupreme head. The weak w^ere defirous of 
fupport, and the jflrong were ambitious of domi- 
nion; the power, which is the refult of union, 
oppreffed and c6lie6led the divided forces of the . 

adjacent 
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adjacent tribes 5 and, as the vanquiflied were c 
freely admitted to fliare the advantages of vie- 
tory, the moll valiant chiefs haftened to range 
themfelves and their followers under the formi- 
dable flandard of a confederate nation. The 
moft fuccefsful of the Tartar princes affiimed the 
military command, to which he was entitled by 
the fiiperiority, either of merit, or of power. He 
was raifed to the throne by the acclamations of 
his equals ; and the title of Khan expreffes, in 
the language of the North of Aha, the full ex- 
tent of the regal dignity. The right of heredi- 
tary fuccehion was long confined to the blood of 
the founder of the monarchy j and at this mo- 
ment all the Khans, who reign from Crimea to 
the wall of China, are the lineal defeendants 
of the renowned Zingis"^ But, as it is the 
indifpenfable duty of a Tartar fovereign to lead 
his warlike fubje(9:s into the field, the claims of 
an infant are often difregardedj and fome royal 
kinfman, diflinguiflied by his age and valour, is 
entrufted with the fword and feeptre of his 
predecefibr. Two dillindt and regular taxes 
are levied on the tribes, to fupport the dignity 
of their national monarch, and of their peculiar 
chief j and each of thofe contributions amounts 

See the fecond volume of’ the Genealogical Hlftory of the Tar- 
tars j and the lift of the Khans, at the end of the life of Gengis, 
or Zingis. Under the reign of Timur, or Tamerlane, one of his 
fubjedls, adefeendant of Zingis, ftdll bore the regal appellation of 
Khan ; and the conqueror of Afia contented himfelf with the title of 
Emir, or Sultan. Abulghazi, part v. c. 4. D’Herbelot, Biblio- 
theque Orientale, p. 878, . 
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p. to the tythe, both oif their property, and of their 
fpoil. A Tartar fovereign enjoys the tenth part 
of the wealth of his people ; and as his own do- 
nieftic riches of flocks and herds inci’eafe in a 
much larger proportion, he is able plentifully to 
maintain the riiftic fplendoiir of his court, to re- 
ward the moft deferving, or the moll favoured, 
of his followers, and to obtain, from the gentle 
influence of corruption, the obedience which 
might be fometimes refiifed to the item man- 
dates of authority. The tnanners of his fubjefits, 
accuftomed, like himfelf, to blood and rapine, 
might Cxcufe, in tlVeir eyes, fucli partial a^s of 
tyranny, as would excite the horror of a civilized 
people ; butthe pOWerof adefpothasneverbeen 
acknowledged iti the d^Terts of Scythia. The 
itnmediitC jurildi^tioh of the Khan is confined 
within the limits Of his own tribe *, and the eXet- 
cife of his royal prerogative has been moderated 
by the ancient inftitution of a national council. 
The Coroultai % or Diet, ^ of the Tartars, W'as 
regularly held in the Ipring and autumn, in the 
midft of a plain 5 where the princes of the reign- 
ing fafnily, and the mUrfas oftlie refpedtivfe tribes, 
may conveniently affemble on horfeback, with 
their tiiartial and minieroUs trains 5 and the am- 
bitious monarch, who reviewed the ftrength, mull 
conMt the iudinatiotij of an armed people. The 

Seethe Diets of the andent Huns (cle Guignes, tom. li. p.z6.), 
and a curious defcription of thofe of Zingis (Vie de Gengifcatis 
.i. I. c. 6. l.iv. e; ii.j. Sudi afTemhlies are frequently mentioned in 
the Pei’fian hiftory of Timur j though they ferved only to countenance 
the refolutions of their mafter. > 


rudiments 
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rudiments of a feudal government may be dif- c n a.p. 
covered in the conflitution of the Scythian or j 
Tartar nations j but the perpetual conflict of 
thefe hoftile nations has fometimes terminated in 
the eftablifliment of a powerful and delpotic em- 
pire. The vidlor, enriched by the tribute, and 
fortified by the arras, of dependent kings, Has 
fpread his conqiiefts oyer Europe or Aha : the 
fuccefsful ffiepherds of the North have fubmitted 
to the confinement of arts, of laws, and of cities ; 
and the introdu6lion of luxury, after deftroving 
the freedom of the people, has undermined the 
foundations of the throne 

The raeinory of pafl events cannot long be Situation 
preferved, in the frequent and remote emigra- 
tions of illiterate Barbarians. The modern Tar- orTartary. 
tars are ignorant of the conquefts of their an- 
ceftors ; and oiir knowledge of the hiflory of 
the Scythians is derived from their intercourfe 
. with the learned and civilized nations of the 
South, the Greeks, the Perfiahs, and the Chi- 
nefe. The Greeks, who navigated the Euxine, 
and planted their colonies along the fea-coafl, 
made the gradual and imperfedl difcovery of 
Scythia ; from the Danube, and the confines of 
Thrace, as far as the frozen Mseotis, the feat of 


” Montefquieu labours to explain a difference, which has not 
cxifted, between tlie Ilbert}'- of the Arabs, and the perpetual 
v.ery of the Tartars (Efprit de Loix, 1 . xvli. c.5. 1 . xviii. c. 19, 

&C.). : . - , . _ 

Abulghazi Khan, in the two firft parts of his Genealogical 
lliftory, relates the miferable fables and traditions of the Uzbek Tar- 
tars concerning the times which preceded the reign of Zingis. 
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eternal winter, and Mount Caiicafas, wliicli, iti 
the language of poetry, was defcribed as tb e utmoft 
boundary of the earth. They celebrated, with 
lirnple credulity, the virtues of the paftoral iife^^ : 
they entertained a more rational apprehenfion of 
the ilrength and numbers of the warlike Barba- 
rians '®, who contemptuoLifly baffled the immenfe 
armament of Darius, the fon of Hyftafpes The 

Perfian monarchs hadextended their weflern con- 
queils to the banks of the Danube, and the limits 
of European Scythia. The eaftern provinces of 
their empire were expofed to the Scythians of 
Aha; thewildinhabitants of the plains beyond the 
Oxus and the Jaxartes, two mighty rivers, which 
diredt their courfe towards the Cafpian Sea. The 
long and memorable quarrel of Iran andTouranis 
Hill the theme of hiflory or romance; the famous, 
perhaps the fabulous, valour of the Perhan heroes, 
Ruftan and Asfendiar, was fignalized, in the de- 
fence of their country againil the Afrafiabs of 
the North and the invincible fpirit of the fame 

In the thirteenth book of the IKad, Jupiter turns away his eye.s 
Itom the bloody fields of Troy, to the plains of Thrace and Scythia. 
He would not, hy changing the profped:, behold a more peaceful or 
innocent fcene, 

‘^ Thucydides, hii. c. 97. 

See the fourth book of Herodotus. Wlien Darius advanced 
Into the Moldavian defert, between the Danube and the Niefter, the 
King of the Scythians fent him a moufe, a frog, a bird, and five ar» 
rowsj a tremendous allegory ! , ' ‘ ' . 

Thefe v/ars and heroes may he found under their refpedlive 
titles, in the Bibliotheque Orientale of D’Herbelot. They have been 
celebrated in an epic poem of fixty thoufand rhymed couplets, by 
Ferdufi, the Homer of Perfia. See the- Hiftoiy of Nader Shaw, 
p. 145. 3 65. 'I'he public muft lament, that Mr. Jones has fiifpended 
3 liie purfuk t)f Oriental learninr. 


Barba- 
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Barbarians refilled, on the fame ground, the vic- 
torious arms of Cyrus and Alexander In the 
eyes of the Greeks and Perfians, the real geo- 
graphy of Scythia was bounded, on the Eaft, by 
the mountains of Imaus, or Caf ; and their diilant 
profpe6l of the extreme and inacceflible parts of 
Alia was clouded by ignorance, or perplexed by 
fi^ion. But thofe inacceffible regions are the 
ancient refidence of a powerful and civilized 
nation which afcends^ by a probable tradition, 
above forty centuries^^ ; and. which is able to 
verify a feries of near two thoufimd years, by the 
perpetual teftiraony of accurate and conterapo- 


c 


“ Tlie Cafpian fea, wltK its rivers, and adjacent tribes, are labo- 
rioufly illullrated in the Examen Critique des Hiftoriens d’AIex- 
andre, which compares the true geography, and the errors produced 
by the vanity or ignorance of the Greeks, 

The original feat of the nation appears to have been in the 
North-weft of Chinas in the provinces of Chenfi and Chanfi. Under 
the two firft dynafties, the principal town was ftill a moveable 
camp ; the villages were thinly fcattered ; more land was employed 
in pafturs than in tillage; the exercife of hunting was ordained to 
dear the countiy’ from wild beafts; Petcheli (where Pekin ftands) 
was a defert ; and the Southern provinces were peopled with Indian- 
favages. The dynafty of the Hau (before Chrlft ao6).gave the 
empire its acftual form and extent. 

The aera of the Chinefe monarchy has been varionfly fixed 
from 295^ to aisa years before Chrift; and the year ^63 7 has been 
chofeh for the lawful epoch, by the authority of the prefent Empe- 
ror. The difference arifes from the uncertain duration of the two 
firft dynaftres ; and the vacant fpace that lies beyond them, as far as 
the real, or fabulous, times of Eohi, or Hoangti. Sematfien dates his 
authentic chronology from the year 841 : the thirty-fix eclipfes of 
Confucius (thirty-one of which have been verified) were obferved 
between the years 72a and 480 before Chrift. The hijiarical period- 
®f China does not afcend above the Greek Olympiads* 
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CHAP, rary hiflorians The annals of China iiluf. 

revolutions of the palloral 
tribes, which may Hill be diftinguiflied by the 
vague appellation of Scythians, or Tartars ; the 
valfals, the enemies, and fometimes the con- 
querors, of a great empire; whofe policy has 
uniformly oppofed the blind and impetuous va- 
lour of the Barbarians of the North. Prom the 
mouth of the Danube to the fea of Japan, the 
whole longitude of Scythia is about one hundred 
and ten degrees, which, in that parallel, are 
equal to more than five thoufand miles. The 
latitude of thefe extenfive deferts cannot be fo 
eafily, or fo accurately, meafured; but, from 
the fortieth degree, which touches the wall of 
Chihai, we may "fecurely ’ advance above a thou- 

After feveral ages of anarchy and defpotlfmj the dynafty of 
the Han (before Chrift ao6) was the sera of the revival of learning. 
The fragments of ancient literature were reftored j the charadlers 
were improved and fixed ,* and the future prefervation of books was 
feeured by the ufeful inventions of ink, paper, and the art of printing. 
ISfinety-feven' years before Chrift, Sematfien publifljed the firft hifteiy 
of China; ' His labours were illuftrated, and continued, by a feries of 
one hundred and eighty hiftorlana. The fubftance of their works is 
ftiil extant; and the moft confiderable of them are now depofited in 
the King of France’s library. . 

« China has been illuftrated by the labours of the French ; of 
the miflionaries at Pekin, and Meflrsi Freret and De Guignes at 
Paris. The fubftance of the three preceding notes is extradled from 
the C&ou-kingi with the preface and notes of M. de Guignes, Paris, 
1770. The Tong-Kkn Kang-Mout tranflated by the P. de Mailla, 

under the name of Hift. Generalo de la Chine, tom.i. p.xlix ^cc; ; 

the Memoires fur la Chine, Paris, 1776, &c. tom.i. p. i — ^533, 
tom. ii. p. 5— 364 ; the Hiftoire des Huns, tom. i. p. i — 131. tom. v. 
P* 345 — 36a« 5 and the Memoires de I’Academie des Infcriptions, 
tom.x. p. 377 — 40a. torn; xv. ^.495— 564. tom. xviii. p. i7g~» 
«95. tom.xxxvi. p. 164— *38, . 


fand 
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fand miles to the neptlward, till our progrefs is c- ha P; 
Hopped by the exceffive cold of Siberia. In that xxvi^ 
dreary climate, iuflead of the. apimated pi^ure 
of a Tartar camp, the fmoke which iffues from 
the earth, or rather from, the fiiow, betrays, the 
fubterraneoLis dwellings of the Tpjqigoiifes, and 
the Samoides : thp wapt of hprfes and., oxen is, 
imperfectly fupplied, by the ufe ofreip-deer, apd; 
of large dogs 5 and the conquerors of the eartl|i> 
infenfibly degenerate into a race of deformed 
and diminutive favages, who tremble at the found 
of arms ^®. 

The Huns, who under the reign of Valens Original 
threatened the empire of Rome, had been for- 
midable, in a much earlier period, to the empire 
of China Their ancient, perhaps their origi- 
nal, feat, was an extenhye,^ though, dry and bar- 
ren, tra^ of copntry^ itnmediately.on the north & 

fide, of the great wall. TJheir, place is at prefent 
occupied by the forty-nine Herds or Banners of 
the Mongoiis, apafloral nation, w hich con fills of 
about two hundred thoufand families*®. But the — 
valour of the Hens had extended the narrow liniits 
of their dominions j and their ruftic chiefs, who Their con- 
affuined the appellation of - Tatw/ow, gradually 
became the conquerors, and the fovereigns, of a ^ 

See the Hlftoire Qenerale. des Voyages, tom, zyiii. and the 
Genealogical Hiftory, vol.ii. p. 610—664. 

’’ M. de Guignes (tora.ii. p, ii — 24.) has given the original 
hiftory of the ancient Hiong-nou, or Huns. The Chinefe geography 
of their country (tom. i, part ii. p.lv. — Ixlii.}, feems to comprife a 
part of their conquefts. 

See in Duhalde (tom. iv. Pf 18. — 65.) a clrcuinftantial defcrip- 
tion, with a, correiSl map, of the country of the Mongous. 

A A 4 formidable 
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formidable empire. Towards the Eafl, tlieir vic-» 
torious arms were flopped only by the ocean ; and 
the tribes which are thinly fcattered between the 
Amoor and the extreme peninfula of Corea, ad- 
hered, with reluctance, to the flandard of the 
Huns. On the Weft, near the head of the Irtifli, 
and in the valleys of Imaus, they found a more 
ample fpace, and more numerous enemies. One 
of the lieutenants of the Tanjou fubdued in a An- 
gle expedition twenty-fix nations 5 the Igours'^^, 
diflinguiftied above the Tartar race by the ufe of 
letters, were in the number of his valfals 5 and, 
by the ftrange connexion of human events, the 
flight of one of thofe vagrant tribes recalled 
the victorious Farthians from the invafion of 
Syria On the fide of the North, the ocean 
was affigned as the limit of the power of the Huns. 
Without enemies to refift their progrefs, or wit- 
nefles to contradict their vanity, they might fe- 
curely atchieve a real, or imaginary, conqueft of 
the frozen regions of Siberia. The Northern Sea 
was fixed as the remote boundary of their empire. 
But the name of that fea, on whofe fiiores the pa- 
triot Sovou embraced the life of a fliepherd and 
an exile may be transferred with much more 

The Tgours, or Vigours, were divided into three branches ; 
hunters, Ihepherds, and hulbandmen ; and the kft clafs was defpifed 
hr the two former. See Abulghazi, part ii. c. 7. 

Memolres de I’Acadenue des Infcriptions, tom. xxv. p. 17— .33, 
The comprehenfive view of M. de Guignes has compared thefe dis- 
tant events. 

The fame of Sovou, or So-ou, his merit, and his fmgular ad- 
ventures, are ftill celebrated in China. See the Eloge de Monkden, 
p. ao. and notes, p, 5t4i— *47.,* and Memoiresfur la Chine, tom.iii. 
p. 317— 36®. 
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probability, to the Baikal, a capacious bafon, chap, 
above three hundred miles in length, which dif* 
dains the modeft appellation of a lake and 
"Which adlually communicates with the feas of the 
North, by the long courfe of the Angara, the 
Tongulka, and the Jeniffea. The fubmiffion of 
fo many diilant nations might flatter the pride of 
the TanjoiJ ; but the valour of the Huns could 
be rewarded only by the enjoyment of the ^vealth 
and luxury of the empire of the South. In the 
third century before the Chriftian gera, a wall of 
fifteen hundred miles in length was conllrudled, 
to defend the frontiers of China againfl: the in- 
roads of the Huns ; but this llupendous work, 
which holds a confpicuous place in the map of 
the w^oiid, has never contributed to the fafety of 
an un warlike people. The cavalry of the Tanjoui 
frequently confifted of two or three hundred 
thoufand men, formidable by the matchlefs dex- 
terity with which they managed their bows and 
their horfes ; by their hardy patience in fupport- 
ing the inclemency of the weather; and by the 
incredible fpeed of their march, which w^asi fel- 
dem checked by torrents, or precipices, by the 
deepeft rivers, or by the raoft lofty mountains. 

. See Ifbrand Ivesj In Harris’s CoIIeAIon, vol.ii. p. 931 ; Bell’s 
Travels, vol. i. p. 247 — 254 ; and Graelin, in the Hlft. Generale 
des Voyages, tom.xviii. p. 283 — 329. They all remaric the vulgar 
opinion, that the Aolji fea grows angry and tempeftuous, if any one 
prefumes to call it a lake. This grammatical nicety often excites a 
difpute, between the abfurd fuperftitlon of the mariners, and the 
abfurd obftinacy of travellers. 

The conftrudion of the wall of China is mentioned by Duhalde 
(tom.ii. p. 45.) and De Guignes (tom.ii. p.59.). 


They 
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c H A P, They Ipread tliemfelves at once over the face of 
the country j and their rapid impetuofity fur» 
Their wars prifed, aftonithed, aud difconcerted the grave and 
Chined elaborate tadlips of a Chinefe army. The Em- 
snt.cimtt, peror Kaoti^^ a foldier of fortune,, whofe per- 
fonal merit had raifed him to the throne, march- 
ed againffc the Huns with thofe veteran troops, 
which had been trained in the civil wars of 
China. But he was foon furrounded by the Bar- 
barians ; and after a liege of feven days, the 
monarch, hopelefs of relief, was reduced to pur- 
chafe his deliverance by an ignominious capitu- 
lation. The fuccelTors of Kaoti, whofe lives, 
were dedicated to the arts of pea.ee, or, the lux- 
uiy of, the palace, fubrnifted tp a more permanent 
dilgrace. They too haftijy confeffed the infuf- 
iSciency of arms and fortifications. Thpy were 
too ealily convinced, that while the blazing fig- 
n.als announced on every iide the approach of the 
Huns, the Chinefe troops,, who llept with the 
helmet on their head, and the cuirafs on their 
bac*k, were deftroyed by the inceflant labour of 
inefie6lual marches A regular paymeut of 
monay, and lilhj was, ftipuiated as the condition 

3 + See tihe Life of Lleoupang, or Kaoti, in the Hift. de la Chine, 
publilhed at Paris, 1777, &c. p.442 — This voluminous 

work is the franllation (by the P, de Mailla) of the Tong-Kien Kang- 
Mouy the celebrated abridgment of the great Hiftory of Semakouang 
(A, D. 1084. ) and his contiaiiators. 

Seea fr.?e and ample memorial, prefented by a Mandarin to the 
Emperor Vent! (before'Chrift igo— I57.)'m Duhalde (tom. li. p. 412. 
— 426.); from a colle<ftion of State papers, marked with the red 
pencil by Kamhi himfelf (p. 384 — 6ia.).' Another memorial from 
the minifter of ,- war. (K^g. Mbu, tom.ii. p.555.) fupplies forae 
curious circuBuftances of. the manners of 

2 


of 


' OE THp 363 

of a temporary and precarious peace j and the c A p. 
wretched expedient of difguifing a real tribute, , 

under the names of a gift or a fuMidy, was prac- 
tifed by the emperors of China, as well as by 
thofe of Rome. But there ft, ill remained a more 
dilgraceful article of tribute, which violated the 
facred feelings of humanity and nature. The 
hardftiips of the favage life, which deftroy in 
their infancy the children who are born with a 
lefs healthy and robuft conftitution, introduce, a 
remarkable difproportion between the numbers 
of the two fexes. The Tartars are an ugly and 
even deformed race ; and, while they confider 
their own women as the inftruments of domeftic 
labour, their defires, or rather their appetites, . 
are dire^ed to the enjoyment of more elegant 
beauty. A feledl band, of the faireft maidens of 
China was annually devoted to the rude embraces 
of the Huns ; and the alliance of the. haughty 
Tanjous was fecured by their marriage witji the, 
genuine, or adopted, daughters of the Imperial 
family, wdiich vainly attempted to efcape the 
facrilegious pollution. The fituation of thefe 
unhappy vi6liras is deferibed in the verfes of a 
Chineie princefs, who lamen^ that flic had been 
condemned by lier parents tp a dillaiit exile, 
under a Barbarian hulband; who complains that 
four milk was her only drink, raw flefliher only 
food, a tent her only palace ; and who expreffes, 
in a ftrain of pathetic fimplicity, the natural wifli, 

A fupply of women is mentioned as a cuftomary article of 
treaty and ixibute (Hift. de la Coiiquete de la Chine) par les Tartares 
Maittcheoux, tom. i. p. 186, 187. with the note of tlie editor). 

that 
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CHAP, tliat file were transformed into a bird, to fly bacfe 
j to ber dear country ; the objedt of her tender 
and perpetual regret 

Decime The coiiquedof Cfiiiia hasbeen twice atchieved 

and fall of Lv the paftoraf tribes of the North ; the forces 
or the Huns were not inierior to thole or the 
Moguls, or of the Mantcheoiix j and their am- 
bition might entertain the moll fanguine hopes of 
fuccefs. But their pride was humbled, and their 
progrefs was checked, by the arms and policy of 
Vouti^®, the fifth Emperor of the powerful dy- 
Ant. natty of the Han. In his long reign of fifty-four 
years, the Barbarians of thefouthern provinces 
fubmitted to the laws and manners of China : 
and the ancient limits of the monarchy were 
enlarged, from the great river of Kiang, to the 
port of Canton. Infiead of confining himfelf to 
the timid operations of a defenfive war, his lieu- 
tenants penetrated many hundred miles into the 
country of the Huns. In thofe boiindlefs deferts, 
where it is impoflible to form magazines, and 
difficult to tranfport a fufficient fupply of pro- 
vifions, the armies of Voiiti were repeatedly 
Cxpofed to intolerable hardfhips: and,of one hun- 
dred and forty thoufand foldiers, who marched 
againft the Barbarians, thirty thoufand only 
returned in fafety to the feet of their mailer. 
Thefe Ioffes, however, were compenfated by 
fplendid and decifive fuccefs. The Chinefe 

De Guignes, Hlfh des Huns, tom. ii. p. 6a. 

See the reign of the Emperor Vouti, in the Kang-Mou, tom. in*, 
p. I— 98. His various and. inconfiftent charasJlcr feems to he im- 
p.artially drawn. 


generals 
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igeBerals improved the {liperiority which they c i-i A P. 
derived from the temper of their arms, their . f 
chariots of war, and the fervice of their Tartar 
auxiliaries. The campoftheTanjoiuvasfiirprifed 
in the midil of iieep and intemperance : and, 
though the monarch of the Huns bravely cut his 
way through the ranks of the en emy, he left above 
fifteen thoufand of his fiibjedls on the field of 
battle. Yet this fignal victory, which was pre- 
ceded and followed by many bloody engagements, 
contributed much lefs to the deftrudtion of the 
pow^r of the Huns, than the effedliial policy 
which was employed to detach the tributary 
nations from their obedience. Intimidated by Ant. 
the arms, or allured by the promifes, of Vouti 
and his fucceflbrs, the molt confiderable tribes, 
both of the Ealt and of the Weft, difclaimed the 
authority of the Tanjou. While fome acknow- 
ledged themfelves the allies or vafials of the 
empire, they all became the implacable enemies 
of the Huns : and the numbers of that haughty 
people, as foon as they were reduced to their 
native ftrengtb, might, perhaps, have been con- 
tained within the walls of one of the great and 
populous cities of China The defertion of 
his fubjetfts, and the perplexity of a civil 
war, at length compelled the Tanjou himfelf to 
renounce the dignity of an independentfovereign, 
and the freedom of a warlike and high-lpirited 

This expreflion is ufed in the memorial to the Emperor Venti 
{Dnhalde, torn. ii. p. 417.). Without adopting the exaggerations 
of Marco-Polo and Ifaac Voflius, we may rationally allow for Pekin, 
two millions of inhabitants. The citi^ of the South» which contain 
the naanufailures of China, are ftill more populous. , 

nation, 
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CHAP, nation. He was received at Sigan, tlie capita! 
xxvi. Qf |;|^e moiiarcliy, by the troops, tlie Mandarins, 
^nd the Emperor himfelf, with ail the honours 
Chrift, 51. that could adorn and difguife the triuraph of 
Ghinefe vanity A magnificent palace was pre- 
pared for his reception ; his place was afligned 
above all the princes of the royal family ; and 
the patience of the Barbarian king was exhaiifted 
by the ceremonies of a banquet, which confifted 
of eight courfes of meat, and of nine folemn 
pieces of mulic. But he performed, on his knees, 
the duty of a refpedtful homage to the Emperor 
of China ; pronounced, iri his own name, and in 
the name of his fucceffors, a perpetual odth of 
fidelity ; and gratefully accepted a feal, which 
was beflowed as the btiihlem of his regal depend- 
ancb. After this hiithiliating fubmiffion, the 
Tanjous foraetimes departed from their allegi- 
ance, and feized the favourable moments of war 
and rapine; blit the monarch of the Hiins gra- 
dually declined, till it was broken, by civil 
didenlion, into two hoftile and feparate king- 
A.D. 48. doihs. One of the princes of the nation was 
urged, by fear and ambition, to retire towards 
the South with eight hords, which Compofed 
between forty and fifty thoufand families. He 
obtained, with the title of Tanjou, a convenient 
territory on the verge of the Chinefe provinces ; 
and his conftant attachment tc the fer vices of the 

See the Kang-Mou, tom..Iu. p. X50.,.an(l the fubfequent events 
under the proper years. This memorable feflivai is celebrated 
in the Eloge de Mbnkdeh, and explained in a note by the P. Gaubii, 
p.89, 90. . 
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empire was fecured by \vteakiQefsi attd tbe deii're c H A p« 
of revenge. From tb’e tiftie of this fatal fcbifin, 
the Hiins of the Koith cohtintied to languihb. 
about fifty years j till they Wei'e opprefied on 
every fide by their foreign aiid domeftic enemies. 

The proud itifcri^tion ef a coMtiri, eVedted on 
a lofty mountain, anh’odnced to pollent^^, that a 
Chinefe army had marched feven hundred miles 
into the heart of their country. The Siehjpi % 
a tribe of Oriental Tartars, retaliated the injuries 
which they had formerly fuftained ; and the 
power of the Tanjous, after a reign Of thirteeii A.D.93. 
hundred years. Was utterly deftroyed before the 
end of the fiffi century of the Chritlian Sera 

The fate of the vanquilhed Hubs WaS diver- Tiieiremi- 
fified by the Various influence of chafaiSler arid a!d.* 
fituatioh Above one hundred thoufand ^er- 100, &c, 
foils, the pooreft, indeed, and the mbft pufil- 
laniinoiis, of thejieople, wbtiscOntentfed to remain 
in tlieii’ native country, tOrehbtine'e thOil’peculidt 
name and origiiii aiid to mingle with tlib vic- 
totioUs nation of the Sieiipi, Fifty-eight hords, 
about two hundred tliouland meiij ambitions of a 

Tills infcrlptloii was compofed bii the Tpot by Pankou, Preildent 
of the Tribunal of Hlftory (Kang-Mou, tom. iii. p. 39 a.). Similar 
monuments have been difcovered in many parts of Tartary (Hiftoire 
desHunsj tom. ii. p. lai.). 

y M. de Guignes (tom.i. p. 189.) has inferted a Ihort account of 
the Sienpi. 

The ajra of the Huns is placed, by the Chinefe, izio years be- 
fore Chrift. Put the feries of their kings does not commence till 
the year »30. (Hift. cles Hans, tom. ii. p. al. 123.). 

The various accidents of the downfal and flight of the Huns 
are related in the Kang-Mou, tom. iii. p. ^8. 9T. 95. 139, &c. 

The frnali numbers of each hord iliay be afcribed to their lofles and 
dlvifions. 


more 
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more lionourable fervitude, retired towards the 
South 5 implored the protedlion of the emperors 
of China; and were permitted to inhabitj and 
to guard, the extreme frontiers of the province 
of Ghanfi and the territory of Ortons. But the 
moft warlike and powerful tribes of the Huns 
maintained, in their adverfe fortune, the un- 
daunted fpirit of their anceflors. The Weftem 
world was open to their valour ; and they refolv- 
ed, under the conduct of their hereditary chief- 
tains, to difcover and fubdue fome remote coun- 
try, which was ftill inacceffible to the arms of the 
Sienpi, and to the laws of China The courfe 
of their emigration foon carried tliem beyond the 
mountains of Imaus, and the limits of the Chinefe 
geography ; but *we are able to diflinguilh the 
two great divifions of thefe formidable exiles, 
which directed their march towards the Oxiis, 
and towards the Volga. The frd of thefe colo- 
nies edabliflied their dominion in the fhiitfui 
and extenlive plains of Sogdiana, on the eaftern 
tide of the Cafpian : wliere they preferved the 
name of Huns, with the epithet of Euthalites, 
or Nepthalites. Their manners were foftened, 
and even their features were infenfibly improved, 
by the mildnefs of the climate, and their long re- 
lidence in a flourifliing province which might 

Hill 

M. de Guignes liai fldlfully traced tlie footfteps of the Hun$ 
through the vaft deftrts of Tartaiy (tom. ii. p. 1^3. 277, &c. 
3*5- &c.). 

4 ’ Mohammed, Sultan of Carizmei reigned in Sogdiana, when it 
was invaded (A.D. izxS.) by Zingis and his moguls. The 
Oriental hiftorians (fee D’Herbelot, Petit de la Croix, &c 0 cele- 
15 br^te 
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ttili retain a faint impreffiou of the arts of c H A P. 
CJreece The white Huns, a name which they . 
derived from the change of their complexions, 
foon abandoned the paflioral life of Scythia. 

Gorgo, which, under the appellation of Carizme, 
has iince enjoyed a temporary fplendourj was 
the relidence of the king, who exercifed a legal 
huthority over an obedient people* Their lux- 
ury was maintained by the labour of the Sog- 
diansj and the only veflige of their ancient bar- 
barifm, was the cuftom which obliged all the 
companions j perhaps to the number of twenty^ 

Who had lhared the liberality of a wealthy lord, 
to be buried alive in the fame grave The 
vicinity of the Plans to the provinces of Perfia, 
involved them in frequent and bloody contefts 
with the power of that monarchy. But they 
refpe^ed, in peace, the faith of treaties j in war, 
the di(^ates of humanity j and their memorable 
vidlory over Perofes, or Piruz, ddplayed the 
moderation, as well as the valour, of the Bar- 
barians* The7^co?zddivifion of their countrymen, 
the Huns, who gradually advanced towards the Volga* 

brate the pdpiildUS cities which he ruined, and the fruitful country 
which he defdlated. In the spxt century, the fame pi'ovinces of 
Chorafinia and Mawaralnahr were defcribed by Abulfeda (Hudfon, 

Geograph. Minor, tom. iii.). Their actual .niifery may be feen in 
the Genealogical Hiftory of the Tartars, p. 433 — 469. 

juftin (xli. 6.3 has left a fhort abridgment of the Greek kings 
of Badrlana. To their induftry I fhould afcribe the new and extra- 
ordinary trade, which tranfported the merchandizes of India into 
Europe, by the Oxus, the Cafpian, the Cyrus, the Ehafis, and the 
Euxine. The other ways, both of the land and fea, were poiTeiTed 
by the Seleucides and the Ptolemies. ; See I’Erprit des LoIk, 

Lxxi.). 

Procopius de Bell. Perfico, l. i. e*3. p, 9* 
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North-weft, were exercifed by the hardfliips of 
a colder climate, and a more laborious march* 
Neceffity compelled them to exchange the filks 
of China, for the furs of Siberia ; the imperfedl 
rudiments of civilized life were obliterated j and 
the native ftercenefs of the Huns was exafperated 
by their intercoiirfe with the favage tribes, who 
were compared, with feme propriety, to the wild 
beafts of the defert. Their independent fpirit 
foon rejedted the hereditary fiicceffion of the 
Tanjous ; and while each hord was governed by 
its peculiar Miirfa, their tumultuary council 
directed the public meafures of the whole nation. 
As late as the thirteenth century, their tranfient 
refidence on the eallern banks of the Volga, was 
attefted by the name of Great Hungary In 
the winter, they defcended with their flocks and 
herds to w^ards the mouth of that mighty river; 
and their fummer excurflons reached as high as 
the latitude of Saratoff, or perhaps the conflux of 
the Kama. Such at leaft were the recent limits 
of the black Cal mucks % who remained about a 
centuiy under the protection of Euffia; and who 
have fince retumed to their native feats on the 
frontiers of the Chinefe empire. The inarch, 
and the return, of tliofe wandering Tartars, 

In the thirteenth century, the monk Rubruquis (who traverfed 
the immenfe plain of Kipzak, in his jojurney to the court of the 
Great Khan) obderved the remai'kable name of with the 

traces of a common language and origin (Hlft, tics Voyages, tom. vii; 
pf 269.). • ■ , 

Bell (vol. i. p* 29 — -34.), and the editors of the Genealogical 
Hiftory (p. ^59.), have defcribed the Calmucks of the Volga in the 
beginning of the prefent century. 
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whofe united camp confifts of fifty- thoufaiid chap. 
tents or families, illuftrate the diftant emigra- 
tions of the ancient Huns 
It is impofiible to fill the dark interval of 
time, which elapfed, after the Huns of the Volga £ 1 ! ^ 
were loft in the eyes of the Chinefe ; and before 
they fluewed themfelves to thofe of the Romans. 

There is fome reafon, however, to apprehend, 
that the fame force which had driven them from 
their native feats, ftill continued to impel their 
march towards the frontiers of Europe. The 
power of the Sienpi, their implacable enemies, 
which extended above three thoufand miles 
from Eaft to Weft muft have gradually op- 
preffed them by the weight and terror of a 
formidable neighbourhood : and the flight of the 
tribes of Scythia would inevitably tend to increafe 
the ftrength, or to contra6t the territories, of the 
Huns. The harfh and obfcure appellations of 
thofe tribes would offend the ear, without inform- 


. This great tranfmigration of 300,000 Calnjucks, .or Torgouts, 
happened in the year 1771. The original narrative of Kien-Iong, 
the reigning Emperor of China, which was intended for the Infcrip- 
tion of a column, has been tranflated by the mifiionaries of Pekin 
(Memoire fur la Chine, torn.!, p. 401 — ^418.). The Emperor 
afFedls the fmooth and fpacious language of the Son of Heaven, and 
the Father of his People. 

5\The Kang-Mou (tom.iiu p. 447.) afcribes to their conquefts 
a fpace of 14,000 /is. According to the prefent ftandard, aoo /is (or 
more accurately 193) are equal to one degree of latitude; and. one 
Engliflx mile confequently exceeds three miles of China. But there 
are flxong reafons to believe that the ancient /i fcarcely equalled one- 
half of the mpdern. See the elaborate refearcbes of M. d’Anville, a 
geographer, who is not a ftranger in any age, or climate, of the globe 
(Memoires de I’Acad. tom. ii. p. ins — Mefures Itineraires, 
p. I34 —i 67-> 
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C H A F mg the underftaading, of the reader | but I caii«* 
uot fupprefs the very natural fufpicion, that the 
Huns of the North derived a coufiderable rein- 
forcement from the ruin of the dynafty of the 
South, which in the courfe of the third century, 
fubmitted to the dominion of China; thatih^ 
braveft warriors marched away in fearch of their 
free and adventurous countrymen : and that, as 
they had been divided by profperity, they were 
eafily re-united by the common hardfliips of 
their adverfe fortune The Huns, with their 
flocks and herds, their wives and children, their 
dependents and allies, were tranlported to the 
WeH of the Volga, and they boldly advanced to 
invade the country of the Alani, a paftoral people 
who occupied, or walled, an extenlive tra^ of 
the deferts of Scythia. The plains between the 
Volga and the Tanais were covered with the 
tents of the Alani, but their name and manners 
were dilfufed over the wide extent of their con- 
quefls; and the painted tribes of the Agathyrli 
and Geloni were confounded among their valTals. 
Towards the North they penetrated into the 
frozen regions of Siberia, among the favages 
who were accullomed, in their rage or hunger, 
to the tafle of human llelh : and their Southern 
inroads were pullied as far as the confines of 
Perfia and India. The mixture of Sarmatic and 

■ See the Hiftoire desUuns, tom. il. p. 1^5— *-144. The fubfe* 
quest hiftory (p. 145^^77.) of diree or four Hunnic dynaftiM 
evidently proves, that tlieir ttiartial Ipirit was not impaired by a long 
refidence in China. 
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German blood had contributed to improve the c H A p. 
features of the Alani, to whiten their fwarthy , , 

complexions, and to tinge their hair with a yel« 
lowijfih caft, which is feldom found in the Tartar 
race. They were lefs deformed in their perfons, 
iefs brutilh in their manners, than the Huns ; 
but they did not yield to thofe formidable Bar- 
barians in their martial and independent ipiritj 
in the love of freedom which reje^ed even, the 
life of domeftic flaves ; and in the love of arms, 
which conlidered war and rapine as the pleafure 
and the glory of mankind. A naked fcymetar, 
fixed in the ground, was the only obje 6 t of their 
religious worfhip; the fcalps of their enemies 
formed the coftly trappings of their horfes ; and 
they viewed, with pity and contempt, the pufil- 
lanimous warriors, who patiently expected the 
infirmities of age, and the tortures of lingering 
difeafe On the banks of the Tanais, die mili.- 
tary power of the Huns and tbe Alani encoun- 
tered each other with equal vdiour, but with 
unequal fuccefs. The Huns prevailed in the 
bloody conteft : the King of the Alani was flain ; 
and the remains of the vanquiflied nation were 
difperfed by the ordinary alternative of flight or 
fiibmiflion ^5. A colony of exiles found a fecure 

Utque hoininibus quietls et placldis otium eft voluptabile, ita illos 
periculajuvantet bella. Judicatur ibi beatus qui la prcelio profiiderit 
animam: fenefcentes etiam et fortuitis mortibus niujido digreflbs, ut 
degeneres et ignavos conviciis atrocibus infedlantur. We muft think 
highly of the conquerors oifucb men. 

On the fubjedl of the Alani, fee Amroianus (xjcxi. a.), Jor- 
nandes (de Rebus Geticis, c. 24. h M. de Guignes (Hift. des Huns, 
tom. ii. p. a79.)» and the Genealo^cat Hiftory of the Tartars 
(tom. ii. p. 617.). ; . 
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c H A F. refuge in the mountains of Caucafus, between the 
, Euxine and the Cafpian ; where they dill preferve 
their name and their independence. Another 
colony advanced with more intrepid courage, 
towards the ffiores of the Baltic; affociated 
themfelves with the Northern tribes of Gertnany'f 
and fhared the fpoil of the Roman provinces ef 
Gaul and Spain^ But the greateft part of the 
nation of the Alani embraced the offers of an 
honourable and advantageous union ; and the 
Huns, who efteemed the valour of their lefs 
fortunate enenries, proceeded, with an increafe 
of numbers and confidence, to invade the limits 
of the Gothic empire* 

Tfelr vie- The great Hermanric, whofe dominions ex- 
thToSiT, Baltic to the Euxine, enjoyed, 

A.D.375. in the full maturity of age and reputation, the 
fruit of his vidbories, when he was alarmed by 
the formidable approach of an hoft of unknown 
enemies on whom his barbarous fubjedbs might, 
without injuftice, bellow the epithet of Barba- 
rians. The numbers, the llrength, the rapid 
motions, and the implacable cruelty of the Himsi, 
were felt, and dreaded, and magnified, by the 
aftonifhed Goths ; who beheld their fields and 
villages confuraed with flames, and deluged with 
indiferiminate daughter. To thefe real terrors. 

As we are’pof&ffed of the authentic hlftory of the Huns, It 
would be impertinent to repeat, or to refute, the fables, which mif- 
reprefent their origin and progrefs, their paffage of the mud or %ater 
of the M^otis, in purfuit of an ox or flag, les Indes qu’ils avoient 
decouvertes, Sec. (Zofimus, 1 . iv. p. 424. Sozomen, L vi. c. 37. 
Procbpius, Hift. Mifcell. c. j. Jornandes, e. 24. Grandeur et 
Decadence, &c. des Romains, c. 17.}, 
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they added, the furprife and abhori'ence which 
were excited by the thrill voice, the uneoiith 
geftures, and the ftrange deformity, of the Huns. 
Thete fiivages of Scythia were compared (and the 
pi6ture had fome refemblance) to the animals 
w'ho walk very awkwardly on two legs; and to 
the mif-fliapen figures, the Termini^ which were 
often placed on the bridges of antiq^uity. They 
were diftinguifhed from the reft of the human, 
fpecies by their broad fboulders, fiat nofes,. and 
fmall black eyes, deeply buried in the bead ; and 
as they were almoft deflitute of beards, they never 
enjoyed either the manly graces of youth, or the 
venerable afpe6l of age^^ A fiibulons origin 
was affigned worthy of their form and manners; 
that the witches of Scythia, who, for their fbut 
and deadljy pradtices, had been driven from 
fociety, had copulated in the defert witli infernal 
fpirits ; and that the Huns were the ofi^u’ing of 
this execrable conjundlion The tale, fo full 
of horror and abfurdity, was greedily embraced 
by the credulous hatred of the Goths ; but, while 
it gratified their hatred, it increafed their fear; 
finee the poflerity of daemons and witches might 
be fuppofed to inherit fome fhare of the praeter- 


C 


, pEodrgiofe ferraffl, et pandl ; ut bIpedes exiftimes beftias ; vet 
quales in commarginandis pontibus, effigiati ftipites dokntur incornptb 
Ammian. xxxi. i. Jornandes (c. *4.) draws a feong caricature 
of a Calmuck face. Species pavendk nigredine . ; . . qusedaia 
deformis ofFa, non facies j habenfque magis punifla quam^ lumina. See 
Buffon, Hill. Naturelle, tom. iii. p. 380. 

This execrable origin, which Jornandes (cw a4.J' defcribes with 
the rancour of a Goth, might be origin^y derived from a more 
pleafing fable of the Greeks (Herodot. 1 , iv. c. ^ Acc.).. 
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natural powers, as -well as of the malignant tem« 
per of their parents. Againft thefe enemies, 
Hermanric prepared to exert the united forces 
of the Gothic llate; blit he foon difcovered that 
his vaflal tribes, provoked by oppreffion, were 
much niore inclined to fecond, than to repel, the 
invalion of the Huns. One of the chiefs of the 
E-oxolani^® had formerly deferted the ftandard of 
Hermanric, and the cruel tyrant had condemned 
the innocent wife of the traitor to be torn afim-? 
der by wild horfes. The brothers of that unfor- 
tunate woman feized the favourable moment of 
revenge. The aged King of the Goths languilhed 
feme time after the dangerous wound which 
he received from their daggers ; but the conduct 
of the war was retarded by his infirmities; and 
the public councils of the nation were diftraiSted 
by a fpirit of jealoufy and difcord. His death, 
which has been imputed to his own defpair, left 
the ueips-of government in the hands of Withi, 
mer^who, with the doubtful aid of fome Scythian 
mercenaries, maintained the uneijual conteft 
?igainfl the arms of the Huns and the Alani,tiil he 
was defeated and flain, in a dccillve battle, The 
Oftrogoths fubmitted to their fate : and the royal 
race of the Atnali will hereafter be found among 
the fubje^s of the haughty Attila. But the peiv 
fon of WitheriCj the infant l?ing, was faved by 

•^3 The Roxolani may be lie fathers of the Paj, the Rt^ans 
(d’Anville, Empire de Ruffie,p. i— io.),whoferefidence (A.D. 86a.) 
?,bout Novogrod Veliki caimot be ^ery remote from that which the 
Geographer of Rave3an!|., (i. la. iv. 4, 4,6. v. *8. 30.) affigns to the 
Roxolani (A. D. 886.}. \ 
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the diligeiice of Aiatheus and Saphrax; two war- chap, 
riors of approved valour and ddelityj who, by , 

eautious inarches, conducted the independent 
remains of the nation of the Oftrogoths towards, 
the Panaftus, or Niefter; a confiderable river, 
which now feparates the Turkifli dominions from 
the empire of Ruffia, On the banks of the 
efter, the prudent Athanaric, more attentive to 
his own than to the general fafety, had fixed the 
camp of the Vifigoths 5 with the firm refolution 
of oppofing the victorious Barbarians, whom he 
thought it lefs advifable to provoke. The ordi-. 
nary fpeed of the Huns was checked by th e weight 
of baggage, and the encumbrance of captives ; 
but their military Ikill deceived, and almoll de- 
jftroyed, the army of Athanaric. While the judge 
of theYifigoths defended the banks of thelSIiefter, 
be was encoinpafled and attacked by a numerous 
detachment of cavalry, whOj by the light of the 
moon, had paifed the river in a fordable place 5 
and, it was not without the utmofi ejforts of cou-. 
rage and conduCl, that he was able to effeCt his 
retreat towards the hilly country. The undaunt- 
ed general had already formed a new and judi- 
cious plan of defenfive war ; and the ftrong lines, 
which he was preparing to conftruCt between the 
mountains, the Truth and the Panube, would 
have fecured theextenfive and fertile territory 
that bears, the modern name of Walachia, from 
the deftruClive inroads of the Huns But the 

The text of Ammianus feems to be imperfe<3: or; corrupt; 
but the nature of the ground explruns, and almoft defines, the Go- 
thic rampart. Memcarea de I’Academiej Sec. tom. xxyiii. p. 444-^ 

46a* ■ . " 
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CHAP, hopes and meafures of the judge of the Vifigoth§ 
t were foou difappointed, by the trembiing impa« 

tience of his difoiayed countrymen ; who wereper- 
fiiaded by their fears, that the interpofition of the 
Danube was the only barrier that could fave them 
from the rapid purfuit, and invincible valour, of 
the Barbarians of Scythia. Under the command 
of Fritigern, and Alavivus®', the body of the na- 
tion haftily advanced to the banks of the great 
river, and implored the protection of the Roman 
Emperor of the EaR. Athanaric hiinfelf, Hill 
anxious to avoid the guilt of perjury, retired with 
a band of faithful followers, into the mountainous 
country of Caucaland ;• which appears to have 
been guarded, and alraoll concealed, by the im- 
penetrable forells of Tranfylvania®^. 

Goths Aftet*Valens had terminated the GotMe War 
th^pro- appearance of glory and fuccefs, he 

teaionof made a progrefs through his dominions of Aha, 
1^5^*376 and at length fixed his refidence in the capital of 
* Syria. The five years®^ which he Ipent at An- 
tioch were employed to watch, from a fecure 
diftance, the liollile defigns of the Perfian mo- 
narch; to check- the depredations of the Saracens 
and Ifaurians®^; to enforce, by arguments more 

M. de Buat (Hift. des Peoples de I’Europe, tom. vi. p. 407.) 
has conceived a ftrange idea, that Alavivus was the fame perfon as 
Ulphilas the Gothic bilhop: and that Ulphilas, the grandfon of a 
Cappadocian captive, became a temporal prince of the Goths. 

Ammianus (xxxi. 3,) and JcM-nandes (de Rebus Geticis, c. 24.) 
defcribe the fubverfion of Ae Gothic empire by the Huns. 

The chronology of Ammianus is obfcure and impeifedl. Til- 
lemont has laboured to clear and fettle the Annals of Valens. 

Zofimus, I. iv. p. 333.- Sozomen, I.vi. c. 38. The Ifaurians, 
each vidnter, infefted the i^oads of Afia Miner* as far as the neigh- 
bourhood of Conftantmopie. Bafd, Epift. cel. apud Tillemont, HilL 
des Empw'eurs, tom. v. p. 106. 
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prevalent than thofe of reafon and eloquence, the c h a p. 
belief of the Arian theology ; and to iatisfy his , > 

anxious fufpicions by the promiicuous execution 
of the innocent and the guilty. But the atteii« 
tion of the Emperor was moft ferioully engaged, 
by the important intelligence which he received 
from the civil and military officers who . were 
entrufted with the defence of the Danube. He 
w^as informed, that the North was agitated by a 
fuiious tempeft ; that the irruption of the Huns^ 
an unknown and monflrous race of favages, had 
fubverted the power of the Goths ; and that the 
fuppliant multitudes of that warlike nation, whofe 
pride was now humbled in the duft, covered a 
fpace of many miles along the banks of the river.’ 

With out-ftretched arms, and pathetic lamenta- 
tions, they loudly deplored their pall misfor- 
tunes and their prefen t danger ; acknowledged, 
that their only hope of fafety was in thecldmency 
of the Roman government; and moft folemhly 
protefted, that if the gracious liberality of the 
Emperor would permitthemto cultivate thewafte 
lands of Thrace, they fliouid ever hold themfel ves 
bound, by the llrongefl obligations of duty and 
gratitude, to obey the laws, and to guard the 
limits of the republic. Tliefe affiirances were 
confirmed by the ambalTadors of the Goths, who 
impatiently expe6led from the mouth of Valens, 
an anfwer that mull finally determine the fate of 
their unhappy countrymen. The Emperor of the 
Eaft was no longer guided by the wifdom and 
authority of his elder brother, whofe death hap- a.d. 575, 
pened towards the end of the preceding year ; 

and 
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CHAP, and as tbe diflrefsful fituation of the Goths re« 
XXVI. quired an inftant and peremptory decifion, he 
was deprived of the favourite refource of feeble 
and timid minds ; who confider the ufe of dil atory 
and ambiguous meafures as the moft admirable 
efforts of confummate prudence. As long as the 
fame paffions and interefts fubfifl among man- 
kind, the queftions of war and peace, of juflice 
and policy, which were debated in the councils 
of antiquity, will frequently prefent themfelves 
as the fubjed of modern deliberation. But the 
moft experienced ftatefman of Europe has never 
been fummoned to confider the propriety, or the 
danger, of admitting, or rejeaing, an innume. 
rable multitude of Barbarians, who are driven by 
defpair and hunger to folicit a fettlement on the 
territories of a civilized nation. When that im- 
portant propofition, fo effentially conneaed with 
the public fafety, was referred to the miniflers of 
Valens, they were perplexed and divided j but 
they foon acquiefced in the flattering fentiraent 
which feemed the moft favourable to the pride, 
the indolence, and the avarice of their fo vereign. 
The flaves, who were decorated with the titles 
of praefeas and generals, diffembled or difregard- 
ed the terrors of this national emigration; fo 
extremely different from the partial and acci- 
dental colonies, which had been received on the 
extreme limits of the empire. But they applauded 
the liberality of fortune, which had conduced, 
from the moft diftant countries of the globe, a 
numerous and invincible army of ftrangers, to 
defend the throne of Valens ; who might now add 

to 
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to the royal treafures, the immence fums of gold chap. 
fupplied by the provincials to compenfate their , . 
annual proportion of recruits. The prayers of 
the Goths were granted, and their fervice was 
accepted by the Imperial court : and orders were 
inlmediately difpatched to the civil and military 
governors of the Thracian diocefe, to make the 
necelfary preparations for the palfage and fub* 
fiftence of a great people, till a proper and fuf- 
ficient territory could be allotted for their future 
refidence. The liberality of the Emperor was 
accompanied, however, with two harfli and ri- 
gorous conditions, which prudence might jullify 
on the lide of the Romans ; but which diflrefs 
alone could extort from the indignant Goths. 

Before they palfed the Danube, they were re- 
quired to deliver their arms : and it was inlifted, 
that their children Ihould be taken from them, 
and difperfed through the provinces of Afiaj 
where they might be civilized by the arts of edu- 
cation, and ferve as hoftages to fecure the fidelity 
of their parents. 

During this fufpenfe of a doubtful and diftaiit are 
negociation, the impatient Goths made fome 
ralh attempts to pafs the Danube, without the theDa- 
permifiion of the government, whofe protection 
they had implored. Their motions were ftiiCtly empire, 
obferved by the vigilance of the troops which 
were Rationed along the river 5 and their fore- 
moR detachments were defeated with confidera- 
ble daughter t yet Rich were the timid councils of 
the reign of Valens, that the brave officers who 

had 
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had ferved their country in the execution of their 
duty, were puiiifiied by the iofs of their employ- 
ments, and narrowly efcaped the Iofs of their 
heads. The Imperial mandate: was at length 
received for tranfporting over the Danube the 
whole body of the Gothic nation®* ; but the ex- 
ecution of this order was a talk of labour and 
difficulty. The flfeam of the Danube, which in 
thole parts is above a mile broad®®, had been 
fwelled by incedant rains ; and, in this tumultu- 
ous pairage,many were fwept away, anddrowned, 
by the rapid violence of the current. A large 
fleet of velTels, of boats, and of canoes, was pro- 
vided : many days and nights they pafled and 
fep^ed with indefatigable toil j and the moll 
flrenuous diligence was exerted by the officers of 
Valens, that not a Angle Barbarian, of thofe who 
were referved to fiibvertthefoiindationsof Home, 
fliould be left on the oppofite Ihore. It was 
thought expedient that an accurate account Ihould 
be taken of their numbers ; but the perfons who 
were employed foon delifted, with amazement 
and difmay, from the profecution of the endlels 

■ *** The paflage of the Danube is expofed by Aranuanus (xxxi. 
3 , 4 .), Zofimus (1. iv. p. st»40» Eunapius in Excerpt. Legat. 
(p. 19, 20.}, and Jornandes (c. nj, % 6 .). Anjxnianus declares (c. 5.)> 
that he means only, ipfas rahim digerere/zfww/Varej-. But he often 
takes a falfe meafure of their importance} and his fuperfluous prolixity 
is difagreeably balanced by Ms unfeafonable brevity. 

Chifhiill, a curious travdler, h^s remarked the breadth of the 
Danube, which he pafTed to the fouth of Buchareft, near the con.- 
flux of the Argllh (p. 77.). He admires the beauty and fpontaneous' 

plenty of Mafia, or Bulgaria. . ; 
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tmd impradticable talk : and the principal hif- CHAP, 
torian of the age moft ferioufly affirms, that the \ 
prodigious armies of Darius and Xerxes, which 
had lb long been confidered as the fables of vain 
and credulous antiquity, were now juftified, in 
the eyes of mankind, by the evidence of fadl .and 
experience. A probable teftimony has fixed the > 
number of the Gothic warriors at two hundred 
thoufand men ; and if we can venture to add the 
juft proportion of women, of children, and of 
Haves, the whole mafs of people wiiich compofed 
this formidable emigration, muft have amounted 
to near a million of perfons, of both fexes, and of 
all ages. The children of the Goths, thofe at 
leaft of a diftinguiihed rank, were feparated from 
the multitude. They were conduced, without 
delay, to the diftant feats affigned for their reft- 
dence and education ; and as, the numerous train 
of hoftages or captives palfed through the cities^ 
their gay and fplendid apparel, their robuft and 
martial figure, excited the furprife and envy of 
the provincials. But the ftipulation, the moft 
offenfive to the Goths, and the moft important 
to the Romans, was ftiamefully eluded. The 
Barbarians, who confidered their arms as the en- 
figns of honour, and the pledges of fafety, were • 
dilpofed to ofi'er a price which the luft or avarice ’ 

of the Imperial officers was eafily tempted' to' 

Quern fi fcire velit, Libya velit sequoris idem 

Scire quam multse Zephyro truduniur lurense. ^ 

Ammlanus has infe'rted, in his profe, th&fe lines of Virgil (Geor- 
gic. 1. il.), . originally defigned by the pok to exprefs the impot*’ 
fibility of numbering the difierejtttgorts^ol yines. See Plin. Hift. 

Natur. 1. xiv. ' ’■ 

accept. 
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CHAP; accept. To preferve their arms, the haughtj 
s. ■ warriors eonfented, with feme reludlanee, to 
proftitnte their wives or their daughters ; the' 
charms of a beauteous maid, dr a comely boy^ 
fecured the connivance’ of the infpei^ors ; who 
fometimes call an eye of eovetoufnefs on the 
fringed carpets and linen garments of their new 
allies or who facrificed their duty to the mean 
confidef ationof filling their farms with cattle, and 
their houfes with flaveSi The Goths, with arms 
in their hands, were permitted to enter the boats; 
and when their flrength was colledled on the 
other fide of the river, the immenfe damp which 
was fpread over the plains and the hills of the 
Lower Mmfia, afiumed a threatening and even 
hollile afpe 6 t. The leaders of the Ofirogoths, 
Alatheus and Saphrax, the guardians of their 
infant king, appeared foon afterwards on the 
Northern banks of the Danube ; and immediately 
dilpatched their ambafiadors to the court of An- 
tioch, to folicit, with the fame profeffions of alle- 
giance and gratitude, the fame favour which had 
been granted to the fuppliant Vifigoths. The ab- 
folute refufal of Valens fufpeiided their progrefs, 
and difeovered the repentance, the fulpicions, 
and the fears, of the Imperial council. 

Their dif- An undifcipHned and unfettled nation of Bar- 
Content, required the firmeft temper, and the 

mofi dexterous management. The daily fiib- 

Eunapius and Zofimus curioufly Ipecify thefe articles of Gothic 
wealth and luxury. Yet it nnift be prefumed, that they were the 
manufadtures of the provinces j which the Barbarians had acquired' 
as the fpoUs of war ; or as lixe gifts, or merchandize of peace. 

10 : ■/fiftence 
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iifteiice of near a million of extraordinary fubje6ls c HA P.. 
could be fupplied only by conflant and Ikilful „ 

diligence, and might continually be interrupted 
by miftake or accident. The iiifolence, or the 
indignation of the Goths, if they conceived them- 
felves to be the obje6ts, either of fear, or of 
contempt, might urge them to the moft defperate 
extremities j and the fortune of the Hate feemed 
to depend on the prudence, as well as the inte* 
grity, of the generals of Valens. At this im^ 
portant crifis, the military government of Thrace 
was exercifed by Lupicinus and Maximus, in 
whofe venal minds the llighteft hope of private 
emolument outweighed every confideration of 
public advantage ; and whofe guilt was only alle- 
viated by their incapacity of difcerning the per- 
nicious effects of their rafli and criminal admini- 
ftration. Indead of obeying the orders of their 
Sovereign, and fatisfying, with decent liberalityj 
the demands of the Goths, they levied an unge- 
nerous and oppreffive tax on the wants of the 
hungry Barbarians. The vileft food was fold at 
an extravagant price ; and, in the room of whole- 
fome and fubftantial provilions, the markets were 
filled with the fielli of dogs, and of unclean ani- 
mals, who had died of difeafe. To obtain the 
Valuable acquilition of a pound of breadj the 
Goths refigUed the poffeffion of an expenfive, 
though ferviceable. Have; and a fmall quantity 
of meat was greedily purchafed with ten pounds 
of a precious, but ufelefs, metal When their 

property 

Detsm tihras / the word^/wr inuft bS Utiderftood. Jofhandes 
betrays the palHpns asd prejudices of a. Goth, The fervile Grgeks, 
voi.. IV. * c c Eunapiiis 
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c H A p. property was exhautled, they continued this ne- 

. . ceihiry traffic by the faie of their fons and daugh- 

ters 5 and notwithftanding the love of treedoiiiy 
which animated every Gothic breafc, they fub- 
mitted to the humiliating maxim, that it was 
better for their children to be maintained in a 
fervile condition, than to perifli in a Hate of 
wretched and helplefs independence. The moll 
lively refentment is excited by the tyranny of 
pretended benefadlors, who fternly exadl the debt 
of gratitude which they have cancelled by fub- 
fequent injuries : a fpirit of difcontent infenlihly 
arofe in the camp of the Barbarian s, who pleaded, 
without fiiceefs, the merit of their patient and 
dutiful behaviour ; and loudly complained of 
the inhofpitable treatment which they had re- 
ceived from their new allies. They beheld around 
them the wealth and plenty of a feitile province, 
in the miclft of which they fiiflered the intolerable 
hardfliips of artificial famine. But the means of 
relief, and even of revenge, were in their hands; 
liiice the rapacioufnefs of their tyrants liad left, 
to an injured people, the poffeffion and the ufe 
of arms. The clamours of a multitude, un- 
taught to difguife their fentiments, aunouneedthe 
hrft fyraptoms of refillance, and alarmed the 
timid and guilty minds of Lupicinus and Max- 
imus. Thole crafty minillers, who luhllitiited 

Eunaphis and Zoi'imus, duguile the Roman oppreflTon, and execrate 
the perikly of the Barbarians. Aramianiis, a patriot hiftorian, flightly, 
and rehn5lantly, touches on the odious lubjedl. Jerom, who wrote 
alinoft on the fpot, is fair, tliough coiicile. Per avaritiam Maxiini 
duds, ad rebellionem fanie fuiit (ill Chron.). 
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tile cuttiiittg of teoiporAry Oxpedietits to the #ife c a p. 
and falutary councils of generai pOlicys attempted . 

to teiiiOve tli e Goths from their dangerous datioii 
on tile frontiers of the empire ; and to difperfe 
them in feparate quarters of cantonment, through 
the interior provinces, As they were confcious 
how ill they had deferved the refpe6t, or con- 
fidence, of the Barbarians, they diligently col- 
leOted, from every fide, a military force, that 
might urge the tardy and relu^ant march of a 
people, who had not yet renounced tire title, or 
the duties, of Roman iubje^ts. Biit the generals 
of Valeiis, while their attention was folely di> 
re6led to the difcontented Vifigoths, imprudently 
difiirmed the fliips and the fortifications which 
conilituted the defence of the Danube. The 
fatal overfight was obferved, and improved, by 
Alatheus and Saphrax, who anxioufly Watched 
the favourable moment of efcaping from the pur* 
fuit of the Huns. By the help of fuch rafts and 
velfels as could be haftily procured, the leaders 
of the Oftrogoths tranliiorted, without oppofi- 
tion, their King and their array 5 and boldly 
fixed an hoflile and independent camp 011^ the 
territories of the empire^”. 

Under the name of judges, Alavivus and Fri- - Revolt of 
tigern were the leaders of the Vifigoths in peace 
and war ; and the authority which they derived and their 
from their birth, was ratified by the free content 
of the nation. In a feafon of tranquillity, their 
power might have been equal, as well as their 

Ammianus, xxxi. 4) 5. 

■G c 2 rank ; 
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G H A p. rank ; but, as foon as their countrymen were 
exafperated by hunger and oppreffion, the fupe- 
rior abilities of Fritigern alTumed the military 
command, which he was qualified to exercife 
for the public welfare. He rellrained the impa- 
tient fpirit of the Vifigoths, till the injuries and 
the infults of their tyrants Ihould juftify their 
refiflance in the opinion of mankind ; but he was 
not difpofed to facrifice any folid advantages for 
the empty praife of juftice and moderation. 
Senfible of the benefits which would refult from 
the union of the Gothic powers under the fame 
fiandard, he fecretly cultivated the friendfliip of 
the Oflrogoths 5 and while he profeffed an im- 
plicit obedience to the orders of the Roman 
generals, he proceeded by flow marches towards 
Marcianopolis, the capital of the Lower Msefia, 
about feventy miles from the banks of the Da- 
nube. On that fatal Ipot, the flames of difcord 
and mutual hatred burll forth into a dreadful 
conflagration. Lupicimis had invited the Gothic 
chiefs to a fpendid entertainment; and their 
martial train remained underarms at the entrance 
of the palace. But the gates of the city were 
ftridlly guarded, and the Barbarians were fternly 
excluded from the ule of a plentiful market, to 
which they afierted their equal claim of fubje^s: 
and allies. Their humble prayers were rejected 
- with infolence and derifion ; and as their pa- 
tience was now exhaulled, the townfmen, the 
foldiers, and the Goths, were foon involved in a 
eonfli6i of paflionate altercation and angry re- 
X .proaches. 
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proaclies. A blow was impradently given ; a 
fword was haftily drawn ; and the firft blood that 
was fpilt ill this accidental quarrel, became the 
lignal of a long and deftrQ<Slive war. In the 
midfl; of noife and brutal intemperance, Lupi- 
xinus was informed, by a fecret meffenger, that 
many of his foldiers were flain and defpoiled of 
their arms ; and as he was already inflamed by 
wine, and opprefled by fleep, he iffued a rafli 
command, that their death Ihould be revenged 
by the maflTacre of the guards of Fritigern and 
Alavivus. The clamorous Ihouts and dying 
groans apprifed Fritigern of his extreme danger ; 
and, as he polTefled the calm and intrepid Ipirit 
of a hero, he faw that he was loft if he allowed a 
moment of deliberation to the man who had fo 
deeply injured him. A trifling difpute,’* faid 
the Gothic leader, with a firm but gentle tone 
of voice, “ appears to havo* arifen between the 
two nations 5 but it may be produ6live of the 
moft dangerous eonfequenees, unlefs the tu- 
mult is immediately pacified by the afiurance 
“ of our fafety, and the authority of our pre- 
“ fence,” At thefe words, Fritigern and his 
companions drew their fwords, opened their paf- 
fage through the unrefifting crowd, which filled 
the palace, the ftreets, and tlie gates, of Marcia- 
nopolis, and, mounting their horfes, haftily va- 
niflied from the eyes of the aftoniflied Romans. 
The generals of the Goths were fainted by the 
fierce and joyful acclamations of the camp j war 
ivas inftantly refolved, and the refolution was 
cc^ executed 
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I*, executed without delay : the banners of the nation 
were difplaycd according to the cuftom of their 
anceftors > and the air refounded with the harfli 
and mournful mufic of the Barbarian: trumpet ’'. 
The weah and guilty Lupicinus, who had dared 
to provohe, who had neglected to deflroys and 
who dill prefumed toi defpife his tormidable ene- 
my}, marched againU the QothS} at the head of 
fnch a military force as could be coUeiSted on this 
fudden emergency. The Barbrniaiis expected his 
approach about nine miles from Marcianopolisj 
and on this occafioii the talents of the general 
were found to be of more prevailing efficacy than 
the weapons and difcipline of the troops. The 
valour of the Goths was fo ably dire6led by tbe 
genius of IMtigern, that, they broke, by a clofe 
and vigorous attack} the ranks of the Roman 
legions. Lupicinus left his arms and ftandards, 
his tribunes and his braved foldiers, on the held 
of battle j and their ufelefs courage ferv^ed only 
to protect the ignominious flight of their leader. 

That fuccefsful day put an end to the diftrefs 
‘‘ of the Bai'barians, and the feciirity of the Ro- 
“ mans : from that day, the Goths, renouncing 
the precariousconditionof ftrangers and exiles, 
alfiiraed the chara6l:er of citizens and mailers, 
claimed an abfolute dominion over the poL 
“ felfors of land, and held, in their own right, 
“ the northern provinces of the empire, which 
are bounded by the Danube ” Such are the 

words 

VexilHs de more fubktis, auditifque trifie Jmtantibus ckjicls, 
Ammiaiv xxxU 5. Thefe are tlig rmca cornua of Claudian (in Rufin. 
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words of the Gothic hifloriati’% who celebrates, c H A P, 
with rude eloquence, the glory of his country- “ > 
men. But the dominion of the Barbarians was 
exercifed only for the purpofes of rapine and de- 
ltru6tion. As they had been deprived, by the 
minifters of the Emperor, of the common benefits 
of nature, and the fair intercourfe of focial life, 
they retaliated the injuftice on the fubj edls of the 
empire; and the crimes of Lupicinus were ex- Tiieype- 
piated by the ruin of the peaceful hutbandmen of xhrace. ' 
Thrace, the conflagration of their villages, and 
the maflacre, or captivity, of their innocent fami- 
lies. The report of the Gothic vidtory was foon 
diffufed over the adjacent country ; and while it 
filled the minds of the Boinans with terror and 
difmay, their own hally. imprudence contributed 
to increafe the forces of Fritigern, and the cala- 
mities of the province. Some time before the 
great emigration, a numerous body of Goths, 
under the command of Suerid and Colias, had 
been received into the protection and fervice of 

ii, 57.), large liorns of iheXTrif or wild bull; fuchas have been 
tnore recently ufed by tbe Swifs Cantons of ITri and Underwald 
(Simler de Republica Helvet 1. ii. p. aoi. edit. Fufalin. Tigur. 

1734). The military horn is finely, tbougb perhaps cafu ally, 
introduced in an original narrative of the battle of Nancy (A.D; 

1477). « Attendant le combat le dit cor fut come par trois fois, 

“ tant que le vent du fouffieur pouvoit durer : ce qui eftialiit fort 

Monfieur de Bourgoigne ; car deja a Morat V at^azt oziyP (See 
tbe Pieces Juftificatives in the 410 edition of Philippe de Comines, 
tom. hi. p. 493')* 

7^ Jornandes de Rebus Geticis, c. a6. p. 648. edit. Grot. Thefe 
Jphndldi panni (they are comparatively fuch) are undoubtedly tran- 
fcribed from the larger hiftories of Prifcus, Ablavius, or Cafliq- 
slorius. 
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c H A P, the empire’^. They were encamped under the 
XXVI. walls of Hadrianople : but the m jniflers of V alens 
^ were anxious to remove them beyond the HeL 
lelpont, at a diltance from the dangerous temp- 
tation which might fo eafily be communicated by 
the neighbourhood, and the. fuccefs, of their 
countrymen. The refpedlful fubmiffion with 
which they yielded to the order of their march, 
might be confidered as a proof of their hdelity i 
and their moderate reqiieft of afufficient allow-? 
ance of proviiions, and of a delay of only two 
days, was exprefled in the moft dutiful terms. 
But the hrft magiftrate of Hadrianople, incenfed 
by fome diforders which had been committed at 
his country-houfe, refufed this indulgence ; and 
arming againll them the inhabitants and manu- 
facturers of a populous city, he urged, with hof? 
tile threats, their indant departure, The Bar- 
barians flood lilent and amazed, till they were 
exafperated by the iiifulting clamours, and miffile 
weapons, of the populace : but when patience or 
contempt was fatigued, they cruflied the undif- 
ciplined multitude, inflicted many a fliamefui 
wound on the backs of their flying enemies, and 
defpoiled them of the fplendid armour which 
they were unworthy to bear, The refemblance 
of their fufferings and their actions foon united 
this victorious detachment to the nation of the 

Cum popuUs fuis longe ante fufcepti. W's are ignorant of tlia 
precife date and circumftances of the tranfraigration. 

7- An Imperial manufadlure of Ihields, See. ivas eftabliflied at 
■Kadrianople ; and the populace were headed by the Fabrkenfes, or. 
Workmen (Yalef. ad Ammian. xxxi. 6.}. 

Vifigoths^ 
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Vifigotlis ; the troops of Colias and Siierid ex- c H A 
pe6led the approach ofthegreatFritigern, ranged ^ 

themfelves under his ftandard, and fignalized their 
ardour in the liege of Hadrianpple. But the re- 
iiftance of the garrifon informed the Barbarians, 
that, in the attack of regular fortifications, the; 
efforts of unlkilful courage are feldom ejde^tual. ■ 

Their general acknowledged his error, raifed the: 
fiege, declared that he was at peace with 
“ done walls and revenged his difappoint- 
ment on the adjacent country. He accepted, 
with pleafore, the ufeful reinforcement of hardy 
workmen, who laboured in the gold mines of 
Thrace for the emolument, and under the 
lafli, of an unfeeling mailer”: and thefe new' 
aifociates condu6led the Barbarians, through the 
fecret paths, to the moil fequeftered places, which 
had been chofen to fecure the inhabitants, the 
cattle, and the magazines of corn. With the 
affiilance of fuch guides, nothing could remain 
impervious or itiacceffible : reiiilance was fatal ; 
flight was impradlicable j and . the patient fub- 

Pacem fibl elTe cum parietibus memoi'ans. Ammlan. xxxi. 7. 

Thefe mines were in the country of the Belli, in the ridge of 
mountains, the Rhodope, that runs between Phillippi and Phillippo-- 
polls ; two Macedonian cities, which derived their name and origin 
from the father of Alexander. From the mines of Thrace he annually 
received the value, not the weight, of a thoufand talents (aoo,oool.); 
a revenue which paid the phalanx, and conupted the orators of 
Greece. See Diodor. Siculus, tom.Ii. 1 . xvi. p. 88. edit. WelTeling. 

Godefroy’s Commentary , on the Theodofian Code, tom.iii. p. 496. 

Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. tom. i. p. 676. 857. D’Anville, Geogra- 
phic Ancienne, tom. i. p. 336. 

As thofe unhappy workmen often ran away, Valens hadenadted 
fevere laws to drag them from their hiding-places. Cod. Theodqfian. 

1 .x. tit. xix. leg. j. 7. 


million 
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c H A F. miffion of helplefe innocence feldoui found mercy 
xx¥i. Barbarian conqueror. In the coiirfe of 

thefe depredations, a great number of the chil- 
dren of the Goths, who had been fold into cap- 
tivity, were reftored to the embraces of their 
affiii^ed parents ; but thefe tender interviews, 
which might have revived and cheriflied in their 
minds fome fentiments of humanity, tended only 
to ftimulate their native iiercenefs by the defire 
of revenge. They liflened with eager attention 
to the complaints of their captive children, who 
had fuffered the moft cruel indignities from the 
luftful or angry paffions of their mailers ; and the 
fame cruelties, the fame indignities, were fe- 
verely retaliated on the fons and daughters of 
the Romans ’L 

Operations Xhe imprudence ofValeus and his min liters had 

thicwa?' introduced into the heart of the empire a nation 
A.D.377. of enemies j but the Vidgoths might even yet 
have been reconciled, by the manly confeffion of 
pail errors, and the iincere performance of for- 
mer engagements. Thefe healing and temperate 
meafures feemed to concur with the timorous 
difpGiition of the fovereign of the Eail : but, on 
this occaiipn alone, Valens \vas brave; and 'his 
iinfeaibnahle bravery was fatal to iiimfelf and to 
his fubje6ls. He declared his intention of march- 
ing from Antioch to Conilantinople, to fiibdue 
this dangerous rebellion : and, as he was not 

See Ammianus, xxxi. 5, 6. The liiftorian of the Gothic war 
lofes time and fpace, by an unfeafonahle recapitulation of the ancient 
inroads of the Barbarians. 

ignorant 
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ignorant of tlie difficulties of the enterprife^ he e HA R 
folicited the affiftance of his nephew, the Empe- . , 

rof Gratian, who commanded all the forces of the 
Weft. The veteran troops were haftily recalled 
from the defence of Armenia j that important 
frontier was abandoned to the difcretibn of Sa- 
por ; and the immediate conduct of the Gothic? 
war was entrufted, during the abfence of V alens, 
to his lieutenants Trajan and Profuturus, two 
generals who indulged themfelves in a very falfe 
and favourable opinion of their own abilities. 

On their arrival in Thrace, they were joined by 
Richomer, count of the domeftics; and the auxi* 
liaries of the Weft, that marched under his ban*, 
ner, were compofed of the Gallic legions, reduced 
indeed by a fpirit of defertion, to the vain appear- 
ances of ftrength and numbers. In a council of 
war, which was influenced by pride, rather than 
by reafon, it was refolved to feek and to mu 
counter the Barbarians ; who lay encamped in 
the fpacious and fertile meadows, near the moft 
Ibuthern of the fix mouths of the Danube 
Their camp was fiirrounded by the ufual fortifi- 
cation of waggons 5 and the Barbarians, fecure 

The Itinerary of Antoninus (p. ^27. edit. Wefleling)mark^ 

the fituation of tliis place about fixty miles north of Tonii> Ovid’s 
exile : and the name of Salices (the willows) exprefles the nature of 
the foil. 

" This circle of waggons, the Cartagox was the ufual fortification 
of the Barbarians (Vegetius de Re Militari, 1 . iii. c. lo. ValeCus ad 
Ammian. xxxi. 7.). The pradUce and the name were prefer ved by ' 
their defeendants, as late as the fifteenth century. The Charroy^ 
which furrounded the 0/?, is a word familiar to the readers of Frqiflard^ 
or Comines. 

within 
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the Imita 0 t V ^ intemperance, 

province. In Ae mxm obferved the motions, 
the of the Romans. He 

with the martial ‘^'°^ J ^the battle, and their 
£;ltrS^r:;ptved and animated by 

ISraftlves for the’ approaching combat, which 
was™ eferred only till the dawn o day. While 

the trumpets founded to arms, the undaunted 

rtf tVip Gotlis was confirmed by the 

S^bligation of a folemn oath ; and as Aey 

advanced to meet the enemy, the rudefonj,s, 

which celebrated the glory of 

were mingled with their fierce and dilfonant out- 

8> Statim ut accenfi fuS, rtft it Is *oSy one of tliofe 

Ityle of Amroknus. 
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cries ; and oppofed to the artificial harmony of C'H A P. 
the Roman fliout. Some militaiy Ikill was dif- . . 

played' by Fritigern to gain the advantage of a 
commanding eminence ; but the bloody conflict, 
which began and ended with the light, was 
maintained, on either fide, by the perfonal and 
obftinate efforts of ftrength, valour, and agility. 

The legions of Armenia fupported their fame in 
arms ; but they were oppreffed by the irrefiftible 
weight of the hoftiie multitude : the left wing of 
the Romans was thrown into diforder, and the 
field was firewed with their mangled carcaffes. 

This partial defeat was balanced, however, by 
partial fuccefs ; and when the two armies, at a 
late hour of the evening, retreated to their re- 
fpe<5live camps, neither of them could claim the 
honours, or the effects, of a decifive vidlory. 

The real lofs was more feverely felt by the Ro- 
mans, in proportion to the fmallnefs of their 
numbers j but the Goths were fo deeply con- 
founded and difmayed by this vigorous, and per- 
haps unexpe6ted, refiftance, that they remained 
feven days within the circle of their fortifications. 

Such funeral rites, as the circumftances of time 
and place wonld admit, were pioufly difcharged 
,to feme officers of diffinguilhed rank j but the 
indifcriminate vulgar was left imburied on the 
plain. Their flefii was greedily devoured by the 
birds of prey, who, in that age, enjoyed very 
frequent and delicious feafts j and feveral years 
afterwards!, the white and naked bones, which 
covered the wide extent of the fields, prefented 

to 
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c H A R to the eyes of Ammianus, a dreadful monumeiit 
. i of the battle of Salices 

Union of The progrefs of the Goths had been checked 
by the doubtful event of that bloody day; and 
Hiins, the Imperial generals, whofe army would have 
iiiani, &c. ijeen confumed by the repetition of fuch a con- 
tefl, embraced the more rational plan, of deftroy- 
ing the Barbarians, by the wants and preffure of 
their own multitudes. They prepared to con- 
fine the Vifigoths in the narrow angle of land, 
between the Danube, the defert of Scythia, and 
the mountains of Hsemus, till their ilrength and 
fpirit ihoiild be infenfibly wafted by the inevi- 
table operation of famine. The defign was 
profecuted with fome conduct and fuccels ; the 
Barbarians had almoft exhaufted their own ma^ 
gazineSj and theharvefts of the country ; and the 
diligence of Satuniinus, the mafter-general of the' 
ca\'alry, was employed to improve the ftrength, 
and to contraiSt the extent, of the Roman for- 
tifications. liis labours were interrupted by the 
^akniiing intelligence, that new fwarms of Bar- 
barians had paffed the unguarded Danube, either 
to fupport the caufe, or to imitate the example, 
of Fritigern. The juft apprehenfion, that he 
himfelf- might be furrounded and overwhelmed, 
by the arms of hoftile and unknown nations, 

Indicant nunc iifque albentes offibus campi. Amraian. sxxi. 7. 
— Tlie hiliorian might have viewed thefe plains, either as a foldier, 
or as a traveller. But his modefty has fupprefTed the adventures of 
his own life fuhfcquent to the Perfian wars of Conftantius and Ju- 
lian. We are ignorant of the time when he quitted the fervict and 
retired to Rome, w|iere he appears to have corapofgd his, Iliftory of 
his Own Thnes, 


com- 
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compelled Saturniiius to relinquifti tlie fiege of c H A P» 
the Gothic camp ; and the indignant Vifigoths, . . 

breaking from their confinement, fatiated their 
hunger and revenge by the repeated devaftation 
of thefruitfid country, which extends above three 
hundred miles from the banks of the Danube to 
the ftreights of the Hellefpont The fagacions 
Fritigerii had fuccefsfully appealed to the paf- 
fions, as well as to the intereft, of his Barbarian 
allies; and the love of rapine, and the hatred 
of Rome, feconded, or even prevented, the elo- 
quence of his ambafiadors. He cemented a firifit 
and ufeful alliance with the great body of his 
countrymen, who obeyed Alatheus and Saphrax 
as the guardians of their infant king : the long 
animofity of rival tribes was fufpended by the 
fenfe of their common intereft ; the independent 
part of the nation was alfociated under one ftand- 
ard ; and the chiefs of the Oftrogoths appear to 
have yielded to the fiiperior genius of the general 
of the Vifigoths. He obtained the formidable 
aid of the Taifalm, whofe military renown was 
difgraced and polluted by the public infamy of 
their domeftic manners. Every youth, on his 
entrance into the wmrld, was united by the ties 
of honourable friendfhip, and brutal love, to fome 
warrior of the tribe ; nor could he hope to be 
releafed from this unnatural connexion, till he 
had approved liis manhood, by flaying, in fingle 
combat, a huge bear, or a wild boar of the ' 


Ammian. xxxi. 8 . 
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c H A P. foreft But the moll powerful auxiliaries of 
^ the Goths were drawn from the camp of thofe 

enemies who had expelled them from their native 
feats. The loofe fubordination, and extenfive 
poffelfions of the Huns and the Alani, delayed 
the conqueHs, and diflraeled the councils, of that 
vi<aorious people. Several of the liords were 
allured by the liberal promifes of Fritigern ; and 
the rapid cavalry of Scythia added weight and 
energy to the fteady and ftrenuous efforts of the 
Gothic infantry. The Sarmatians, who could 
never forgive the fucceffor of Valentinian, en- 
joyed and increafed the general confulion ; and 
a feafonable irruption of the Alemanni, into the 
provinces of Gaul, engaged the attention, and 
diverted the forces of the Emperor of the Well®% 
Viaory of One of the moll dangerous inconveniences of 
Gratian introdu6lion of the Barbarians into the array 

over tfls 

Alemanni, and the palace, was fenlibly felt in their cor- 
A.D.378. refpondence with their hollile countrymen ; to 
whom they imprudently, or raalicioufly, revealed 
the w^eaknefs of the Roman empire. A foidier, 
of the life-guards of Gratian, was of the nation 

Hanc Taifalorum gentem turpexn, et obfeense vltse flagitiis it? 
accipimus merfam ; ut apud eos nefandi concubitus feedere copulentur 
mares puberes, 1 setatis viriditatem in eonim polliitis ufibus confump- 
turi. , Parro, fi qui jam aduitus apnira exceperit folus, vel interernit 
urfum immaiiem, colluvione liberatur incefti. Ammlan. xxxu 9. 
Among tlie Greeks likewife, more efpeciany among the Cretans, 
the holy bands of friendlhip were confirmed, and iiillied, by unnatural 
love. 

Ammian. xkxl. 8, 9. Jerom (tom. L p. 26.} enumerates the 
nations, and marks a calamitous period of twenty years. This epiftle 
to lleliodorus was compofed in the year 397 (Tiilcmont, Mem. Ecclef. 
tom. xii. p.645.). 


of 
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of the Alemanni, and of the tribe of the Len- c H A p. 
tienfes, who dwelt beyond the lake of Conftance. , . 

Some domeflic bulinefs obliged him to requeft a 
leave of abfence. In a thort vilit to his family 
and friends, he was expofed to their curious iii- 
quiries; and the vanity of the loquacious foldier 
tempted him to dilplay his intimate acquaint- 
an ce with the fecrets of the date, and the de%n s 
of Ins mailer. The intelligence, that Gratian 
was preparing to lead the military force of Gaul, 
and of the Well, to the affillance of his uncle 
Valens, pointed out to the redlefs fpirit of the 
Alemanni, the moment, and the mode, of a fuc- 
cefsful invalion. The enterprife of feme light ' 
detachments, who, in the month of February, 
palTed the Rhine upon the ice, was the prelude 
of a more important war. The bolded hopes of 
rapine, perhaps of conqued, outweighed the con- 
dderations of timid prudence, or national faith. 

Every fored, and every village, poured forth 
a band of hardy adventurers ; and the great 
army of the Alemanni, which, on their approach , 
was ediraated at forty thoullind men by tlie fears 
of the people, w^as afterwards magnihed to the 
number of feventy thoufand, by the vain and 
credulous flattery of the Imperial court. The 
legions, which had been ordered to march into 
Pamionia, were immediately recal led, or detained, 
for the defence of Gaul ; the military command 
was divided between Nanienus and Mellobaudes ; ^ 

and the youthful Emperor, though he refpeded 
the long experience and fober w’ildom of the for- 
voL. IV. D iner, 
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c H A E mer, was much more inclined to admire, and to 
XXVL .follow, the martial ardour of his colleague ; who 
allowed to unite the incompatible characters 
of count of the domefLics, and of king of the 
Franks. His rival Priarius, King of the Ale- 
fiianni, was guided, or rather impelled, by the 
fame headftrong valour ; and as their troops were 
animated by the fpirit of their leaders, they met, 
they faw, they encountered, each other, near the 
town of Argentaria, or Colmar ^^5 in the plains 
of Alface. The glory of the day was juftly 
afcribed to the mihile weapons, and well-prac- 
tifed evolutions, of the Roman foldiers : the Ale- 
manni, who long maintained their ground, were 
llaughtered with unrelenting fury : five thoiifand 
only of the Barbarians efcaped to the woods and 
mountains j and the glorious death of their king 
on the held of battle, hived him from tlie re- 
proaches of the people, who are always dilpofed 
to accufe thejulUce, or policy, of an unfuccefs- 
fill war. After this fignal victory, which fecured 
the peace of Gaul, and aflerted the honour of the 
Roman arms, the Emperor Gratian appeared to 
proceed without delay on his Eaftern expedition*, 
but as he approached the confines oftlie Ale- 
manni, he fuddenly inclined to the left, forprifed 
them by his unexpeCled pafilige of the Rhine, an d 
boldly advanced into the heart of their country. 

The field of battle, or is accurately 

fixed by M. d’Anville (Notice de TAncienne Gaul, p. 96—- 99.) 
at twenty-three Gallic leagues, o\- thirty-four and a half Roman 
miles, to the South of Stralburg. From Its ruins the adjacent town 
of Coltnar has arifen. 


The 
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The Barbarians oppofed to his progrefs the ob- c 
ftacles of nature and of courage ; and ftill con- 
tinued to retreat from one hill to another, till 
they were fatisfied, by repeated trials, of the 
power and perfeverance of their enemies. Their 
fubmiffion was accepted, as a proof, not indeed 
of their lincere repentance, but of their actual 
dillrefs ; and a fele6l number of their brave and ■ 
robull youth was exa6led from the faithlefs na- 
tion, as the moft fubflantial pledge of their future 
moderation. The fubje6ls of the empire, who 
had fo often experienced that the Alemanni 
could neither be fubdued by arms, nor reflrained 
by treaties, might not promife themfelves any 
folid or lafling tranquillity: but they difcovered, 
in the virtues of their young fovereign, the prof- 
pe6t of a long and auiJ)icious reign. When the 
legions climbed the mountains, and fcahsd the 
fortifications, of the Barbarians, the valour of 
Gratian was difiinguiflied in the foremoll ranks j 
and the gilt and variegated armour of his guards 
was pierced and lhattered by the blows, which 
they had received in their conftant attachment 
to the perfon of their fovereign. At the age of 
nineteen, the fon of Valentinian feemed to pof- 
fefs the talents of peace and war : and his per- 
fonalfuccefs againft the Alemanni was interpreted 
as a fure prefage of his Gothic triumphs 

The full and impartial narrative of Ammianus (xxxi. lo.) 
may derive fome additional light from the Epitome of Vidtor, the 
Chronicle of Jerom, and the Hiftory of Orofius (I. yii. c. 33. p. 55a. 
edit.), Havercamp. 
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C H A P. While Gratian deferved and enjoyed the ap» 
plaufe of liis fiibjedls, the Emperor Valens, who, 
Vaiens at length, had removed his court and army from 
Ae •Antioch, was received by the people of Conftan- 
GoAs, tiiiople as the author of the public calamity. 
May'-o— repofed himfelf ten days in the 

June II. capital, he was urged by tiie licentious clamours 
of the Hippodrome, to march againll the Bar- 
barians, whom he had invited into his dominions: 
and the citizens, who are always brave at a dif- 
tance from any real danger, declared, with 
confidence, that, if they were fupplied with arms, 
they alone would undertake to deliver the pro- 
vince from the ravages of an infulting foe®h 
The vain reproaches of an ignorant multitude 
haftenedthe downfall of the Roman empire; they 
provoked the defperate raflinefs of Valens; who 
did not find, either in his reputation, or in his 
mind, any motives to fupport with firmnefs the 
public contempt. He was foon perfuaded, by 
the fuccefsfiil achievements of his lieutenants, 
to defpife the power of the Goths, who, by the 
diligence of Fritigern, were now colle6ted in the 
neighbourhood of Hacirianople. The march of 
the Taifalm had been intercepted by the valiant 
Frigerid ; the King of thofe licentious Barba- 
rians was flain in battle j and the fuppliant cap- 
tives, were fent into dillant exile to cultivate the 
lands of Italy, which were affigned for their fet- 
tiement, in the vacant territories of Modena and 

. Moratus pauciflimos dies, feditione jpopidarium levium pulfus. 
Aniraian. xxxi. ii. Socrates (I. iy. c. 38.) fupplles the dates and. 
rfoma civcumftances. . 


Parma. 
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Parma®®. The exploits of Sebafbian®®, who was c 
recently engaged in the fervice of Valensg and 
promoted to the rank of mafter-general of the 
infantry, were ftill more honourable to himfelf, 
and ufeful to the republic. He obtained the 
permiffionoffele6lmgthreehundred foldiers from 
each of the legions ; and this feparate detach- 
ment foon acquired the fpirit of difcipline, and 
the exercife of arms, which were almoft forgot- 
ten under the reign of Valens. By the vigour 
and conduct of Sebaftian, a large body of the 
Goths was fiirprifed in their camp : and the im- 
menfe fpoil, which was recovei'ed from their 
hands, filled the city of Hadrianople, and the ad- 
jacent plain. The fplendid narratives, which the 
general tranfmitted of his own exploits, alarmed 
the Imperial court by the appearance of fuperior 
merit ; and though he cautioufly infilled on the 
difficulties of the Gothic war, his valour was 
praifed, his advice was rejected; and Valens, 
who lillened with pride and pleafure to the flat- 
tering fuggellions of the eunuchs of the palace, 
was impatient to feize the glory of an eafy and 

VIvofque omnes circa Mtitlnam, Regiumque, et Parmam, Italica 
oppida, rtiro culturos exterrainavit. Ammianus, xxxi. 9. Thofe 
cities and diftrliSlsj about ten years after the colony of the Taifalse, 
appear in a very defolate ftate. See Muratori, Differtazioni fopra le 
Anticliita Italiana? tom. I. Difleitat. xxi. p. 354. 

Ammian. xxxi. ii. Zofimus, 1 . iv. p. aaS — 330. The latter 
expatiates on the defultory exploits of Sebaftlan, and difpatches> 
in a few lines, the inaportant battle of Hadrianople. According 
to the ecclefiallical critics, who hate Sebaftian, the praife of Zolimus 
is difgrace (Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. lax.). His 
prejudice and ignorance undoubtedly render him a very queftionable 
judge of merit. 
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affured coiiquefl. His army was ftrengtliened 
by a numerous reinforcement of veterans , and 
bis march from Confiantinople to Hadrianople 
was Condu6led with fo much military fkill, that 
he prevented the a6tivity of the Barbarians, who 
deligiied to occupy the intermediate defiles, and 
to intercept either the troops themfelves, or their 
convoys of provifions. The camp of Valens, 
which he pitched under the walls of Hadrianople, 
was fortified, according to the pradtice of the 
Romans, with a ditch and rampart ; and a moft 
important council was fumraoned, to decide the 
fate of the Emperor and of the empire. The 
party of reafon andof delay was flrenuoufly main- 
tained by Vidtor, who had corredted, by the lef- 
fons of experience, the native fiercenefs of the 
Sarmatian charadler ; wdiile Sebaflian, with the 
flexible and obfeqiiioiis eloquence of a courtier, 
reprefented every precaution, and every meafure, 
that implied a doubt of immediate vidlory, as 
unworthy of the courage and majefty of their in- 
vincible monarch. The ruin of Valens was pre- 
cipitated by the deceitful arts of Fritigern, and 
the prudent admonitions of the Emperor of the 
Weft. The advantages of negotiating in the 
midft of war, were perfedtly underftood by the. 
general of the Barbarians; and a Chriftian eccle- 
fiaftic "Was difpatched, as the holy minifter of 
peace, to pdnetrate, and to perplex, the councils 
of the enemy. The misfortunes, as well as the 
provocations, of the Gothic nation, were forcibly 
and truly defcribed by their ambaffador ; who 
15 protefted. 
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p-rotelled, in the name of Fritigern, that he was c.H A P. 
£iir dilpofed to lay down his arms, or to employ . . 

them only in the defence of the empire ; if he 
could fecure, for his wandering countrymen, a 
tranquil fettlement on the wade lands of Thrace, 
and a fufficient alio\¥ance of corn and cattle. 

But he added, in a whifper of confidential friend- 
fliip, that the exafperated Barbarians were averfe 
to thefe reafonable conditions; and,, that Friti- 
gern was doubtful wdrether he could accomplifli 
the concluiion of the treaty, unlefe he found him- 
felf fupported by the prefence, and terrors, of an 
Imperial array. About the fame time, Count 
Richomer returned from the Wed, to announce 
the defeat and fubmiffion of the Alemanni, to 
inform Valens, that his nephew advanced by 
rapid marches at the head of the veteran and 
victorious legions of Gaul; and to requeft, in 
the name of Gratian and of the republic, that 
every dangerous and decifive meafure might be 
fufpended, till the jimClion of the two emperors 
dioiild enfiire the fuccels of the Gothic war. But 
the feeble fovereign of the Eaft was actuated only 
by the fatal illulions of pride and jealouly. He 
difdained the importunate advice ; he rejected 
the humiliating aid ; he fecretly compared the • 
ignominious, or at lead the inglorious, period of 
his own reign, with the fame of a beardlefs youth; 
and Valens rudied into the field, to ereCt his ima- 
ginary trophy, before the diligence of his col- 
league could iifurp any diare of the triumphs of 
the day. 
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CHAP. On tile ninth of Auguft, a day which has de- 
marked among the moft inaiifpicious 
mZd of the Koman Calendar^’, the Emperor Valens, 
Hadmno- leaving, under a flrong guard, his baggage and 
A.r). 378. military treafure, marched from Hadrianople to 
Aug. 9th. attack the Goths, who were encamped about 
twelve miles from the city^". By fome miftake 
of the orders, or fome ignorance of the ground, 
the right wing, or column of cavalry, arrived in 
light of the enemy, whilll the left was ftill at a 
conliderable diftance ; the foldiers were com- 
pelled, in the fiiltry heat of fummer, to preci- 
pitate their pace ; and the line of battle was 
formed with tedious confulion, and irregular 
delay. The Gothic cavalry had been detached 
to forage in the adjacent country *, and Eritigern 
Hill continued to practice his cullomary ,|>,rts. 
He dilpatched melfengers of peace, made pro- 
pofals, required holhiges, and wafted the hours, 
till the Romans, expofed without Ihelter to the 
burning rays of the fun, were exhaufted by thirft, 
hunger, and intolerable fatigue. The Emperor 
was perfuaded to fend an ambalTador to the Go- 
thic camp ; the zeal of Richomer, who alone had 
courage to accept the dangerous commiffion, 

Ammianus (xssi- 13, 13.) almoft alone defcribes the councils 
and addons which were tenninated by the fatal battle of Hadrianople. 
We might cenfure the vices of his ftyle, the diforder and perplexity of 
his narrative : but we mull now take leave of this impartial liiftorian | 
and reproach is lilenced by our regret for fuch an irreparable lofs. 

The difference of the eight miles of Ammianus, and the twelve 
of Idatius, can only embaiTafs thofe critics (Valefius ad loc.), who 
fuppofe a great army to be a mathematicd point, vutliout fpace or 
. dimenfions. 
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was applauded: and the count of the domellics, c H A P. 
adorned with the fplendid enfigns of his dignity, , 

had proceeded fome way in the fpace between 
the two armies, when he was fuddenly recalled 
by the alarm of battle. The hally and imprudent 
attack was luade by Bacurius the Iberian, who 
commanded a body of archers and targetteers ; 
and as they advanced with faflinefs, they re- 
treated with lofs and difgrace. In the fame 
moment, the flying fqiiadrons of Alatheiis and 
Saphrax, whofe return was anxioufly expected by 
the general of the Goths, defcended like a whirl- 
wind from the hills, fwept acrofs the plain, and 
added new terrors to the tumultuous, but irre- 
flftible, charge of the Barbarian hoft. The event 
of the battle of Hadrianople, fo fatal to Valens 
and to the empire, may be defcribed in a few . 
words: the Roman cavalry fled 5 the infantry The defeat 
was abandoned, iliiTounded, and cut in pieces. 

The molt ikilful evolutions, the flrmeft courage, 
are fcarcely fufficient to “extricate a body of 
foot, encompaffed on an open plain by fuperior 
numbers of horl’e : but the troops of Valens, 
oppreffed by the weight of the enemy and their 
own fears, wmre crowded into a narrow fpaccj 
where it was irapoffible for them to extend their 
ranks, or even to ufe, with efle 61 :, their fwords 
and javelins. In the midftof tumult, of flaiigh- 
ter, and of difmay, the Emperor, deferted by his 
guards, and wounded, as it was fuppofed, with 
an arrow, fought prote6tion among the Lancearii 
and the Mattiaidi, wdio ftiir maintained their 
- ground 
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CHAP, ground with fome appearance of order and firm- 
His faithful generals, Trajan and Victor^, 
who perceived bis danger, loudly exclaimed, that 
all was loft, unlefs the perfon of the Emperor 
could be laved. Some troops, animated by their 
exhortation, advanced to his relief: they found 
only a bloody Ipot, covered with a heap of broken 
arms and mangled bodies, without being able to 
difcover their unfortunate prince, either among 
the living, or the dead. Their fearch could not 
indeed be fuccefsful, if there is any truth in the 
circumftances with which fome hiftorians have 
Death of related the death of the Emperor. By the care 
ror vSens attendants, Valens was removed from the 

* held of battle to a neighbouring cottage, where 
they attempted to drefs his wound, and to pro^ 
vide for his future fafety. But this humble re- 
treat was inftantly furrounded by the enemy, 
they tried to force the door; they were provoked 
by a difcharge of arrows from the roof, till at 
length, impatient of delay, they fet fire to a pile 
of dry faggots, and confumcd the cottage with 
the Roman Emperor and his train. Valens 
periftied in the flames ; and a youth, wdio dropt 
from the window, alone efcaped, to atteft the 
melancholy tale, and to inform the Goths of the 
ineftimable prize which they had loft by their 
own raflinefs. A great number of brave and 
diftinguilhed ofiicers periflied in the battle of 
Hadrianople, which equalled, in the acluai lofs,. 
and far furpafted, in the fatal confeqiiences, the 
• misfortune which Rome had formerly fuftained 
. . ~ ill/ 
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in the fields of Cannae Two mafter-generals chap. 
of the cavalry and infantry, two great officers of , 

the palace, and thirty-five tribunes, were found 
among the flain ; and the death of Sebaftian 
might fatisfy the world, that he was the victim, 
as well as the author, of the public calamity. 

Above two thirds of the Roman army were 
deftroyed: and the darknefs of the night was 
efteemed a very favourable circumftance ; as it 
ferved to conceal the flight of the multitude, and 
to protect the more orderly retreat of Vi6tor 
and Richomer, who alone, amidft the general 
confternation, maintained tlie advantage of calm 
courage, and regular difcipline®^ 

While the iinpreffions of grief and terror were Funeral 
Rill recent in the minds of men, the moft cele- 
brated rhetorician of the age compofed the fu- Ws army, 
neral oration of a vanquiflied army, and. of an 
uhpopular prince, whofe throne was already 
occupied by a ftranger. “ There are not want- 
“ ing,’* fays the candid Libanius, ‘‘ thofe who 

Nec ulla, ammixbus, prxter Cannenfem pugnam ita adlnter- 
iiecionem res legitur gefta. Ara1nian.xxxi.z3. According to the 
grave Polybius, no more than 370 horfe, and 33000 foot, efcaped 
from the field of Cannse: 10,000 were made prifonei's ; and the 
number of the flain amounted to 5,630 horfe, and 705000 foot (Po- 
lyb. I.iii. p. 371. edit. Cafaubon, in 8vo.). Livy (xxli. 49.) is 
foraewhat lefs bloody: he flaughters only 2,700 horfe, and 40,000 
foot. The Roman army was fuppofed to confift of 87,200 effeiflive 
men (xxii. 36.). 

9 + We have gained foroe faint light from Jerom (tom. i. p. 26. 
and in Chron. p. 188.), Viftor (in Epitome), Orofius ( 1 . vil. c. 33. 

р. 554.'), Jornandes (c. 27.), Zofimus ( 1 . iv. p. 230.), Socrates ( 1 . iv. 

с. 38.), Sozomen ( 1 . yi. c. 40.). Idatius , (in Chron.). But tlieir 
united evidence, if weighed againft Ammianus alone, is light and 
unfubftantial. 

arraign 
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CHAP. “ aitaign the prudence of the Emperor, or who 

“ impute the public misfortune to tlie want of 

courage and difcipline in the troops. For my 
“ own part, I reverence the memory of their 
former exploits: I reverence the glorious 
death, which they bravely received, ftanding, 
“ and fighting in their ranks : I reverence the 
“ field of battle, ftained with their blood, and 
« the blood of the Barbarians. TFiofe honour- 
able marks have been already wafiied away 
by the rains ; but the lofty monuments of 
their bones, the bones of generals, of centu- 
“ lions, and of valiant warriors, claim a longer 
“ period of duration. The King himfelf fought 
and fell in the foremoft ranks of the battle. 
‘‘ His attendants prefented him with the fleeteft 
« horfes of the Imperial liable, that wmuld foon 
have carried him beyond tlie purfu it of the 
“ enemy. They vainly prefied him to referve 
« his important life for the future fervice of the 
“ republic. He Hill declared that he was un- 
“ worthy to furvive fo many of the braveft and 
“ moll faithful of his fubjedlsj and the monarch 
“ was nobly buried under a mountain of the 
llain. Let none, therefore, prefume to afcrihe 
the vi6lory of the Barbarians to the fear, the 
weaknefs, or the imprudence, of the Komaii 
“ troops. The chiefs and the foldiers were auk 
mated by the virtue of their anceftors, whom 
“ they equalled in difcipline, and the arts of 
war. . Their generous emulation was fupported 
by the love of glory, which prompted them to 
3 , cfi contend 
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contend at the fame time with heat and thirftj CHAP, 
with fire and the fwordj and cheerfully to . , 

embrace an honourable death, as their refuge 
** againft flight and infamy. The indignation of 
‘‘ the gods has been the only caufe of the fuccefs 
“ of our enemies.” Thetruth of hiftory may dif- 
claim Ibme parts of this panegyric, which cannot 
flri6llybe reconciled with thecharabter ofValens, 
or the circumftances of the battle: but the fairell 
commendation is due to the eloquence, and ftill 
more to the generofityjof the fophiil of Antioch^^. 

The pride of the Goths was elated by this The Goth* 
memorable victory ; but their avarice was dif- ^^^egeHa- 

, drxanople* 

appointed by the mortifying difcovery, that the 
richeR part of the Imperial Ipoil had been within 
the walls of Hadrianople. They haftened to pof. 
fefs the reward of their valour j but they were 
encountered bythe reraainsof a vanquiflied army, 
with an intrepid refoiution, which was theefledt 
of their defpair, and the only hope of their fafety. 

The walls of the city, and the ramparts of th® 
adjacent camp, were lined with military engines, 
that threw Rones of an enormous weight ; and 
aRoniflied the ignorant Barbarians by the noife, 
and velocity, Rill more than by the real efiedls, 
of the difcharge. The foldiers, the citizens, the 
provincials, the domeRics of the palace, were 
united in the danger, and in the -defence : the 
furious aifault of the Goths was repulfed ; their 
-fecret arts of treachery and treafon were difco- 

^'’-Llbanlus de ulcifcend. Juliau, Nece, c. j., m Fabricius, Blfa- 
liot, Gi’?ee. tom. yii. p. t0. — J 4 S.. 

veredj 
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c H A R vered j and^ after an obftinate conflidl of many 
xxvL liours, they retired to their tentvS ; convinced, by 
experience, that it would be far more advifable 
to obferve the treaty, which their fugacious leader 
had tacitly ftipulated with the fortifications of 
great and populous cities. After the hafly and 
impolitic malFacre of three hundred deferters, an 
act ofjuftice extremely ufeful to theiiifcipline of 
the Roman armies, the Goths indignantly raifed 
the fiege of Hadrianople. Tlie fcene of war and 
-tumult was inftantly converted into a filent foli- 
tude : the multitude fuddenly difappeared ; the 
fecret paths of the woods and mountains were 
marked with the footfteps of the trembling fugi- 
tives, who fought a refuge in the diftant cities 
of Illyri'cum and Macedonia : and the faithful 
officers of the houfehold, and the treafury, cau- 
tioLifly proceeded in fearch of the Emperor, of 
whofe death they were ftill ignorant. The tide 
of the Gothic inundation rolled from the walls 
of Hadrianople to the fiiburbs of Conftantiiiople. 
The Barbarians were furprifed with the fplendid 
appearance of the capital of the Eaft, the height 
and extent of the walls, the myriads of wealthy 
and affrighted citizens who crowded the ram- 
parts, and the various profpedb of the fea and 
land. While they gazed with hopelefs defire on 
the inacceffible beauties of Conftantinople, a fally 
was made from one of the gates by a party of 
Saracens'’^ who had been fortunately engaged 

in 

5® Valens had gained, or rather purchafed, the friendfhip of the 
Saracens, whofe vexatious inroads were felt on the borders of Phce- 
> ■ nick, 
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In the fervice of Valens. The cavalry of Scythia chap. 
was forced to yield to the admirable fwiftnefs and 
fpirit of the Arabian horfes; their riders were 
fkilled in the evolutions of irregular war; and 
the Northern Barbarians were ailonifhed, and 
difmayed, by the inhuman ferocity of the Bar- 
barians of the South. A Gothic foldier was flain 
by the dagger of an Arab; and the hairy, naked 
favage, applying his lips to the wound, exprelTed 
a horrid delight, while he fucked the blood of 
his vanquiflied eneray'^h The army of the Goths, 
laden with the fpoils of the wealthy fubiirbs, and 
the adjacent territory, flowly moved, from the 
Bofphorus, to the mountains which form the 
weftern boundary of Thrace. The important 
pafs of Succi was betrayed by the fear, or the 
inifcondu^l, of Maurus; and the Barbarians, who 
no longer had any reliftanee to apprehend from 
the fcattered and vanquiilied troops of the Eaft, 
fpread themfelves over the face of a fertile and 
cultivated country, as far as the confines of Italy, 
and the Hadriatic Sea 

nicia, Paleftine, and Egypt. The Chriftiau faith had been lately in- 
troduced among a people, referred, in a future age, to propagate 
another religion (Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. y. p. 104. 106. 

141. Mem. Ecclef. tom. vii. p. 

Crlnltus quidam, nudus omnia prseter pubem, fubraucum et 
lugubre ftrepens. Ammian. xxxl., 16. and Valef. ad loc. Thfe 
Arabs often fought naked ; a cuftom which may be afcribed to their 
fultt-y climate, and oftentatious bravery. The defcription of this un- 
known favage is the lively portrait ofDerar, a name fo dreadful to 
the Chriftians of Syria. See Ocldey's Hift. of the Saracens, vol. i. 
p. ya. 84. S7. 

S’* The ferles of events may ftill.be traced in the laft pages of 
Ammianus (xxxi. 15, 16.). Zofimus{I.iv. p. aay. aji.), whom ws 
are now reduced to cherifli, railplaces the fally of the Arabs before 
the death of Valens. Eunapius (in Excei^t. legation, p. ao.) praifes 
the fertility Thrace, Macedonia, 

The 
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CHAP. The Romans, who fo coolly, and fo concifely, 
ofjufiice which were exercifed 
Theyra- by the legions referve their compafFioii, and 
vage the their eloquence, for their own fufferings, when 
provbces, the pi'ovinces were invaded, and defolated, by 
A.D.378, the arms of the fuccefsfiil Barbarians. Thehm- 
pie circumftantial narrative (did fiicli a narrative 
exift) of the ruin of a tingle town, of the mif- 
fortunes of a tingle family might exhibit an 
interefting and inftru^tive picture of h uman man- 
ners : but the tedious repetition of vague and 
declamatory complaints would fatigue the atten- 
tion of the moll patient reader. Tlie fame cen- 
fure may be applied, though not perhaps in an 
equal degree, to the prophane, and the eccle- 
fiaflical, writers of this unhappy period ; that 
their minds Avere inflamed by popular and reli- 
gious animofityj and, that the true fixe and 
colour of every object is faifified by the exag- 
gerations of their corrupt eloquence. The vehe- 
ment Jerom''^' might judiy deplore tiie calamities 

9 ’ Obferve with how much indifference Czefar relates, in the Com- 
mentaries of the Gallic, war ; tiat he put to death the whole lenate of 
the Veneti, who had yielded to his mercy (iii. 16.); t&af he laboured 
to extirpate the whole nation of the Ehurones (vi. 31.) j tl'at forty 
thoufand perfons were maffacred at Bourges by tlie juft revenge of 
his fokliers, who fpared neither age nor fex (vii. 27.), &c. 

Such are the accounts of the fack of Magdeburghj by the eccle- 
fiaftic and the fiflierman wHifch Mr. Harte has tranlcrifjed (Hift. of 
Guftavus Adolphus, voLi. p. 313 — 320.), with feme apprehenfion of 
violating the dignity of hiftory. 

Et vaftatis urbibus, hominibufque interfe<ftss, foliU'.dinem et 
raritatem hejtiarum quoque fieri, et ‘volatiUuin, pij'ciionqv.e : teflis 
Illyricum eft, teftis Thi-acia, teftis in quo onus fura folum (Paimcmia); 
ubi praetor coelum et terrain, et crefcentes vepres, et condenfa fyJ va- 
rum Tom. vii, p. 250. ad i. Cap. Sophonlas ; 

and tom. i. p. 26. 


inllicied 
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aiiflicted by the Goths, and their barbarous allies, c H A P. 
on his native country of Pannonia, and the wide , 

extent of the provinces, from the walls of €011- 
dantinople to the foot of the Julian Alps ; the 
rapes, the maffacres, the conflagrations ; and, 
above all, the profanation of the churches, that 
were turned into ftables, and the contemptuous 
treatment of the relics of holy martyrs. But the 
Saint is hirely tranfported beyond tlie limits of 
nature and hiflory, when he affirms, “ that, in 
“ thofe defert countries nothing was left except 
the iky and the earth j that, after the deflriiC" 
tion of the cities, and the extirpation of the 
human raccj the land was overgrown with 
tliick forefls, and inextricable brambles j and 
‘‘ that the univerfal defolation announced by tlie 
prophet Zephaniah, was accomplilhed, in the 

even of 

“ tlie nfh.** Th-^e complaints were pronounced 
about twenty years after the death of Valens.; and 
the Illyrian provinces, which were conftantly 
expofed to the invalion and paffage of the Barba- 
rians, dill continued, after a calamitous period 
of ten centuries, to fupply new materials for ra- 
pine and deftruftion. Could it even be fuppofed, 
tliat a large tra6l of country had been left with- 
out cultivation and without inhabitants, the 
eonfeq Lienees might not have been fo fatal to the 
inferior productions of animated nature. The 
ufeful and feeble animals, which are nouriflied by 
the hand of man, might differ and perilh, if they 
■ivere deprived of his protection j but the beafts 
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c H A P. of the foreft, his enemies, or his ^i^tims, would 
i mnitiply in the free and undiftiirbed poffeflion of 
their folitary domain. The various tribes that 
people the air, or thewaters,areflilllefs comie6led 
with the fate of the. human fpecies ; and it is 
highly probable, that the dih of the Danube 
would have felt more terror and diftrefs, from 
the approach of a voracious pike, than from the 
hoftile inroad of a Gothic army. 

Maffacre Whatever may have been the juft meafure of 
calamities of Europe, there was reafon to 
in Afia, fear that the fame calamities would loon extend 
A.D. 378. the peaceful countries of Afia. The fons of the 
Goths had been judicioufly diftributed through 
the cities of the Eaft ; asaft the arts of education 
were employed to poBftt, and fubdue, the native 
fiercenefs of their temper. In the fpace of about 
twelve years, their numbers had continually 
incj'eafed j and the children, who, in the firft 
emigration, were fent over the Hellefpont, had 
attained, with rapid growth, the ftrength and 
fpirit of perfedfc manhood It was impoffible 
to conceal from their knowledge the events of 
the Gothic war j and, as thofe daring youths had 
not ftudied the language of diffimuiation, they 
betrayed their wifli, their defire, perhaps their 
intention, to emulate the glorious example of 
their fathers. The danger cd‘ the times feemed to 

‘ Eunapius (In Except. Eegat, p. «o.) fooHfciy fupj>ofes a 
preternatural growth of the young Goths^ that he may introduce 
Cadmus’s armed men? who fpning from the dragon’s teeth, &c. 
Such was. the Greek eloquence dF the times. 
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juftify the jealous fufpicious of the provincials ; c h A P. 
and tliefe fufpicions were admitted as unqiieilion- . . 
able evidence, that the Goths of Alia had formed 
a fecret and dangerous confpiracy againlt the 
public fafety. The death of Valens had left 
the Eall without a fovereign ; and Julius, who 
filled the important ftatioii of mafter-general of 
the troops, with a high reputation of diligence 
and ability, thought it his duty to confult the 
fenate of Conftantinople ; which he confidered, 
during the vacancy of the throne, as the repre- 
fentative council of the nation. As foon as he 
had obtained the difcretionary power of adting as 
he fliould judge moft expedient for the good of 
the republic, he afierabled the principal officers ; 
and privately concerted efiedlual meafures for the 
execution of his bloody defign. An order was 
immediately promulgated, that, on a ftated day, 
the Gothic youth Ihould affemble in the capital 
cities of their refpe6live provinces; and as a 
report was induflrioufly circulated, that they were 
fummoned to receive a liberal gift of lands and 
money, the pleafing hope allayed the fury of 
their refentraent, and perhaps fufpended the mo- 
tions of the confpiracy. On the appointed day, 
the unarmed crowd of the Gothic youth was 
carefully colle6ted in the fquare, or Forum : the 
ftreets and avenues were occupied by the Roman 
troops ; and the roofs of the hoiifes were covered 
with archers and flingers. At the fame hour, in 
all the cities of the Eaftj the fignal was given of 
indifcriminate flaughter ; and the provinces of 
E E 2 Ada 
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c n A p. Afia were delivered, by the cruel prudence of 
XXVI, Julias, fVom a domettic enemy, who, in a few 
montlis, might have carried fire and fword from 
the Hellefpoiit to the Euphrates The urgent 
confideration of the public fafety may undoubt- 
edly authorife the violation of every pofitive law. 
How far that, or any other confideration, may 
operate, to diCblve the natural obligations of 
hornanity and juflice, is a dodlrine of which I 
The Em- ftiH defire to remain ignorant. 
iSrbwS Emperor Gratian was far advanced on his 

Theodo- march towards the plains of Hadrianople, when 
the empire informed, at firft by the confiifed voice 

of tkEaft, of fame, and afterwards by the more accurate 
reports of Vidtor and Richomer, that his impa- 
tient colleague had been flain in battle, and that 
two-thirds of the Roman army were exterminated 
by the fword of the vielorious Gotlis. Whatever 
refentment the rafli and jealous vanity of his 
. uncle might delerve, tlie refentment of a gene- 
rous mind is eafily fubdued by the fofter emotions 
of grief and compaffion : and even the fenfe of 
pity was fopn lofl in the ferioiis and alarming 
confideration ofthe Rate of the republic. Gratian 
was too late to affift, he was too weak to revenge, 
his unfortunate colleague j and the valiant and 
modefl youth felt himfeifimecpial to the fuppori; 
of a finking world. A formidable tempefl of the 
Barbarians of Germany feeined ready to biirft 

, Amraiajius evidently approves this execution, efficacia velox 
€t falutaris, which concludes his work (xxxi. 16.). Zofimus, who ia 
curious and copious (I, iv. p. S3 3—33 6.}, niillakes the date, and 
labours to find the reafon why Julius did not conrult the Emperor 
Tlieodofius, who had not yet afcended the thrpne of the Eaft. 


over 
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over the provinces of Gaul ; and the mind of CHAP. 
Gratiun was oppreffed and diftradled the 
admiiiiftration of the Weilern empire. In this 
important crifis, the government of the Eaft, and 
the condudl of the Gothic war, required the 
undivided attention of a hero and a ftatefman. 

A fubje6l invefted with fuch ample command 
would not long have preferved his fidelity to a 
diftant benefactor ; and the Imperial council 
embraced the wife and manly refolution, of con- 
feri'ing an obligation, rather than of yielding to 
an infult. It was the willi of Gratian to bellow 
the purple as the reward of virtue; but, at the 
age of nineteen, it is not eafy for a prince, edu- 
cated ill the fupreme rank, to underfland the 
true characters of his minillers and generals. He 
attempted to weigh, with an impartial hand, 
their various merits and defeCts ; and, whilll he 
checked the ralh confidence of ambition, he dif- 
trufled the cautious wifdom, which defpaired of 
the republic. As each moment of delay dimi.- 
iiillied fomething of the power and refources of 
the future Ibvereign of the Eaft, the fituatioo of 
the times would not allow a tedious debate. The 
choice of Gratian was foon declared in favour of 
an exile, whofe father, only three years before, 
had fufiered, under the fanClion of his authority, 
an unjiill and ignominious death. The great 
Theodofius, a name celebrated in hiftory, and 
dear to the Catholic church'% was fummoned 

to . 

A life of Theodofius the Great Was compofed ia the laft 
century (Paris, 1679, in 4to; 1680, in lamo}, to inflaine the mind 
E E 5 of 
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CHAP, to the Imperial court, which had gradually re- 
' treated from the coufines of Thrace to the more 
feciire itatiou of Sirmium. Five months after 
the death ofValens, the Emperor Gratian pro- 
duced before the aflembled troops, colleague, 

and their mailer ; who, after a modeft, perhaps a 
fincere, reliftance, was compelled to accept, 
amidfl the general acclamations, the diadem, the 
purple, and the equal title of Augullus 
The provinces of Thrace, Afia, and Egypt, over 
which Valens had reigned, were religned to the 
admiiiillration of the new Emperor ; but, as lie 
was fpeciallf entrufled with the condu-61 of the 
Gothic war, the Illyrian prmfefilure was difinem- 
beredj and the two great diocefes of Dacia 
and Macedonia were added to the dominions of 
the Eaftern empire"^. 

Birth and The fame province, and, perhaps, the hime 

S^The?- city which had given to the throne the virtues 

dofius. 

of the young Dauphin with Catholic zeal. The author, Flechier, 
afterwards bifliop of Nifmes, was a celebrated preacher; and his 
hiftoiy is adorned, or tainted, wdth pulpit-eloquence ; but he takes his 
learning from Bsronius, and his principles from St. Ambrofe and 
St. Auguftin. 

The birth, character, and elevation of Theodofius, are marked 
in Pacntus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. lo, ii, ja.), Themiftius (Orat, 
xiv. pn'iSa.), Zofimus ( 1 . iv. p. 431.), Auguftin (de Civitat. Dei, 
V. *5.), Orofius ( 1 . vii. . c. 34*)> Sozomen (I. vii. c. 2.), Socrates 
(I. V, c. a.), Theodoret (I, v. c. 5.), Philoftorgius (I. ix. c, 17. 
with Godefroy, p. 393.), ihe Epitome of Vidlor, and tlic Chronicles 
of Profper, Idatius, and Marcellinus, in the Thefaunis Tempra-um 
of Scaliger. 

* Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. V. p. 716, &c. 

*''7 founded by Scipio Africanus for his wounded veterans 

of Italy. The ruins ftill appear, about a league above Seville, but 
on the oppofite bank of the river. Seethe Hifpania Ilhiltrata of 
Nonius, a Ihort, though valuable treatile, c. xvii. p. 64 — 67. 

of 
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of Trajan, and the talents of Hadrian, was the c 
original feat of another family of Spaniards, 
who, in a iefs fortunate age, polfeffed, near four- 
fcore years, the declining empire of Home 
They emerged from the obfcurity of municipal 
honours by the aftive Ipirit of the elder Theo- 
dofius, a general, whofe exploits in Britain and 
Africa have formed one of the mod l|)lendid 
parts of the annals of Valentinian. The foil of 
that general, who likewife bore the name of 
Theodohus, was educated, by Ikilful preceptors, 
in the liberal ftudies of youth j but he was 
indrudted in the art of war by the tender care and 
fevere difcipline of his father Under the 
ftandard of fuch a leader, young Theodofius 
fought glory and knowledge, in the raoft diftant 
fcenes of military adlion; inured his conltitution 
to the ditferenee of feafons and cliitiatesj diftin- 
guitlied his valour by fea and land ; and obferved 
the various warfare of the Scots, the Saxons, and 
the Moors. His own merit, and the recom- 
mendation of the conqueror of Africa, fooii raifed 
him to a feparate command; and, in the llation 
of Duke of Maefia, he vanquidied an army of 

I agree with Tiliemont (Hill., des Empereurg, tom. v. p. 72^.) 
in Itifpedling the royal pedigree, which remained a fecret tjJI the pro- 
motion of Theodofius. Even after that event, the fil.ence of Pacatua 
outweighs the venal evidence of Theniiftius, Vi^Slor, and Claudian, 
who connedl the family of Theodofius with the blood of Trajan and 
Hadrian. 

Pacatus compares, and cpnfequently jwefers, the youth of 
Theodofius, to the military educationL of Alexander, Hannibal, and 
the fecond Africanus j who, like him, had fervetl under their fathersi 
(xii. 8.). 
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Sarmatians j faved the province *, delerved the 
love of the foldiers ; and provoked tlie envy of 
the court His rifing fortunes were footi 
hlailed by the difgrace and execution of his illuf- 
trioiis father; and Theodotius obtained, as a 
favour, the permiffion of retiring to a private 
life in liis native province of Spain. He dif- 
played a firm and temperate character in the eafe 
with wliich he adapted himlelf to this ne w fit na- 
tion. His time was aiinofl eipuiily divided be- 
tween the town and country : tlie Ipirit, which 
had animated his public conduct, was Ihewn in 
the adlive and affedtionate performance of every 
focial duty; and the diligence of the foklier was 
profitably converted to the iraprovenient of his 
ample patrimony “k which lay between Valla- 
dolid and Segovia, in the midfl of a fruitful dif- 
tridl, ftill fiunoiis for a moil exquifite breed of 
flieep"'®. From the innocent, but humble, la- 
bours of his farm, Theodofius was tranfported, 
in lefs than four months, to the throne of the 
Eaftern empire: and the whole period of the 
liifloiy of tlie world will not perhaps afford a 

"" Ammianus (xxix. 6.) mentions this vi< 5 Iory of Theodofitjs 
Junior Dux Mjefise, prima etiam turn lanugine juvenisj princeps 
poftca perfpeiSlIffimus. The fame fadt is attefted by Themiftius and 
Zofimtis; but Theodoret’(l. V. c.5.), who adds feme cuiioiis circum- 
Ihinces, ftrangely applies It to the time of the interregnum. 

Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet, xii. 9.) prefers the riillic life of 
Theodofius to that of Cmclnnatus ; the one was tlie cfledl of clioice, 
the other of poverty. 

M. d’Anville (Geographie Aricienne, tom. i. p. 25.) has fixed 
the fituation of Caucha, or Coca, in tlie old province of Gallicia, 
where Zofimus and Idatius have placed the hirth, or patrimoiiv, of 
I'hcodofius. 

flmilar 
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fimilar example, of an elevation, at the fame chap. 
time, fo pure, and fo honourable. The princes , 

who peaceably inherit the fceptre of their fathers, 
claini and enjoy a legal right, the more fecure, 
as it is abfoluteiy diftin^ from the merits of their 
perfonal chara6lers. The fabje6ls, who, in a 
monarchy, or a popular ellate, acquire the pof 
feffion of fupreme power, may have raifed them- 
felves, by the fuperiority either of genius or virtue, 
above the heads of their equals : but their virtue 
is feldom exempt from ambition ; and the caiife 
of the fuccefsfui candidate is frequently daiued 
by the guilt of conlpiracy, or civil war. Even 
in thofe governments which allow tlie reigning 
monarch to declare a colleague, or a fucceifor, 
his partial choice, wdiich may be iniiuenced by 
the blinded paffions, is often dire^ed to an un- 
worthy obje61:. But the mod fufpicious malignity 
cannot alcribe to Theodofius, in his obfcure Ibli- 
tude of Caucha, the arts, the deiires, or even the 
hopes, of an ambitions datefman ; and the name 
of the Exile w'ould long lince have been forgot- 
ten, if his genuine and didiaguilhed virtues, had 
not left a deep impreflion in the Imperial court. 

During the feafon of profperity, he had been ne- 
glected; but, in the public didrefs, his fuperior 
merit was univerfally felt and acknowledged. 

What confidence mud have been repofed in his 
integrity, fince Gratian could trud, that a pious 
fon would forgive, for the fake of the republic, 
the murder of his father! What expectations mud 
have been formed of his abilities, to encourage 
the hope, that a fingle man could fave, and 

redore. 
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CHAP, reftore, the empire of the Eaft I Theodolius was 
^ itiveded with the purple in the thirty-third year 

of his age. The vulgar gazed with admiration 
on the manly beauty of his face, and the graceful 
maj efty of his perfon , which they were pieafed to 
compare with the pictures and medals of the 
Emperor Trajan j whim intelligent obfervers dif. 
covered, in the qualities of his heart and iinder- 
llanding, a more important refemblance to the 
heft and greateft of the Roman princes. 

HU pi-u- It is not without the moft iincere regret, that 
fuMefsfui ^ leave of an accurate an d faithful 

condua of guide, who has compofed the hiftory of his own 
without indulging the prejudices and paf- 
A.D. fions, which ufually affedt the mind of a con- 
,379— 38a* temporary. Ammianus MarcelHnus, who ter- 
minates his ufeful work with the defeat and death 
of Valens, recommends the more glorious fobje 6 t 
of the enfuing reign to the youthful vigour and 
eloquence of the riling generation“h The rifing 
generation was not difpoled to accept his advice, 
or to imitate his example"'*; and, in the Itudy 

Let US hear Ammiarfbs himfelf. Hsec, ut miles quondam et 
Grsecus, a principatu Caefaris Nervae exorfus, adufque Valentis 
interitum, pro yjrimn expScavi jnenfuri: nunquam, ut arhitfcr, 
fciens, filentio aaifus connimpere vel meudacio. Scribartt rdiqua 
potiores setate, dodirinifque fiorentes. Quos id, fi libuerit, aggref- 
furos, procudere linguas ad majores mcaieo ftilos. Atnmian. xxxi. 
16. The flrft thirteen books, a fuperficial epitome of two hundi-ed 
and My-feven years, are now loft ; the laft eighteen, which contain 
no more than twenty-five j^rs, ftill prelei-ve the copious and au- 
thentic hiftoiy of his owa liiaes. 

Ammianus wa? the laft fubjeift of Rome who compolkl a 
profane Mftor)'- in the Latin language. The Eaft, in the next cen- 
tury, produced foHie liietorical hiftoriaas, Zofimus, Olympiodoi’as, 
Malchus, Candidus, Ac. See Voffms de IMoricis Grgecis, 1 . ii. 
c. 1 8. de Hiftoricis Latinis, I. ii. e. iq, Ac. 

of 
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of the reign of Theodofius, we are rednoed to chap. 
illiiftrate the partial narrative of Zofimus, by the . , 
ohfcwre hints of fragments and chronicles, by the 
figurative Ryle of or panegyric, and by 

the precarious affiftan *of the ecclefiaflical wri- 
ters, who, in the heat of religious faction, are 
apt to defpife the profane virtues of fincerity and 
moderation. Confcmus of thefe difadvantages, 
which will continue to involve a confiderable 
portion of the decline and fall of the Roman 
empire, I fimll proceed with doubtful and timo- 
rous Reps. Yet I may boldly pronounce, that 
the battle of Hadrianopie was never revenged by 
any fignal or decifive victory of Theodoli LIS over 
the Barbarians ; and the exprefiive filence of his 
venal orators may be confirmed by the obferva- 
tion of the condition and circuinilances of the 
times. The fabric of a mightf Rate, which has 
been reared by the labours of fuccefiive ages, 
could not be overturned by the misfortune of a 
fingle day, if the fatal power of the imagination 
did not exaggerate tlie real meafure of the cala- 
mity. The iofs of forty thoulaEid Romans, who 
fell in the plains of Hadrianopie, might have 
been foon recruited in the populous provinces of 
tlie Eaft, which contained fo many millions of 
inhabitants. The courage of a foldier is found 
to be the cheapeR, and moR common, quality of 
human nature; and fufficientfkiMtoencounter 
an undifciplinerl foe, might have been f|ieedily 
taught by the care of the fur vivitig centurions. 

If the Barbarians were mounted on the horfes, 

and 
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c i-i AP. and equippedwitlitbearmourjoftheirvanqiiiflied 
xxYi. enemies, the numerous ftuds of Cappadocia and 
Spain would have fupplied new Iquadrons of ca- 
valry ; the thirty-four af^als ol‘ th e empire were 
plentifully ftored with m^azines of offenfive and 
defenlive armsj and the wealth of Alia might 
lliii have yielded an ample fund for the cxpences 
of the‘ war. But the effects which were produced 
by the battle of Hadrianople on the minds of the 
Barbarians, and of the Romans, extended the 
vi6lory of the former, and the defeat of the lat- 
ter, far beyond the limits of a tingle day. A 
Gothic chief was heard to declare, with infoient 
moderation, that, for his own part, he was fa- 
tiguedwith {laughter; but that he was aftoniflied 
how a people, who fled before him like a dock 
of flieep, could flill prefume to difpute the pof- 
feffion of their treafures and provinces The 
fame terrors, which the name of the Huns had 
fpread among the Gothic tribes, wmre iiifpired, 
by the formidable name of the Goths, among tlie 
fubjedts and foldiers of the Roman empire 
If Theodofius, haftily. coilecling his {battered 
forces, had led them into the held to encounter 
a vidlorious enemy, his army would have been 
vanquiflied by their own fears; and his rafhnefs 
could not have been excufed by the chance of 


CliryMom, tom. i. p. 344. edit. Montfaucon. I have verified, 
and examined, this pafTage ; but I &ould never, •without the aid of 
Tillemont (Hift. des Emp. tom. v. p. 15 a.) have detededan hiftorkal 
anecdote, in a firange medley of moraland myftic exhortations, ad- 
drefTed, by the preacher of Antioch, to a young widow, 

Eunapins, in Excerpt. Legation, p. xi. 


fiicceis. 
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feccefs. But the Theodofius, an epithet 
which he honourably deferved on this moiiien- 
tous occahon, conduced himfelf as the drm and 
faithful guardian of the republic. He hxed his 
head-quarters at Theffalonica, the capital of the 
Macedonian diocefe"^ ; from whence he could 
watch the irregular motions of the Bai’barianSj 
and diredt the operations of his lieutenants, from 
the gates of Conftantinople to the Ihores of the 
Hadriatic. The fortifieations and garrifons of 
the cities were ftrengtheiied j and the troops, 
among whom a fenfe of order and difcipline was 
revived, were infenfibly emboldened by the con- 
fidence of their own fafety. From thefe fecure 
nations, they were encouraged to make frequent 
fallies on the Barbarians, who infefled the adja- 
cent country j and, as they were feldom allowed 
to engage, without fome decifive fuperiority, 
either of ground or of numbers, their enterprifes- 
were, for the moft part, fuccefsful j and they 
were foon convinced, by their own experience, 
of the poffibiiity of vanquifhiug their inmicible 
enemies. The detachments of thefe feparate 
garrifons were gradually united into fmall armies j 
the fame cautious meafures were purfued, accord- 
ing to an extenfive and well-concerted plan of 
operations; the events of each day added flrength 
and Ipirit to the Roman arms ; and the artful 
diligeiiceof the Emperor, wdio circulated the moft 
favourable reports of the fucccfs of the war, 

'V See Godefroy’s Chronology of the Laws. Codex Theodof, 
tom. i. Prolegomen. p, xcix. — civ. ... 
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contributed to fubdue tbe pride of the Barba- 
rians, and to animate the hopes and courage of 
his iiibjedls. If, inftead of this faint and imper- 
fect outline, we could accurately reprefent the 
counfels and adlions of Theodofius, in four fuc- 
cefllve campaigns, there is reafon to believe, that 
his confummate fkill would deferve the applaufe 
of every military reader. The republic had for- 
merly been faved by tbe delays of Fabius j and, 
while the fplencMd trophies ofScipio, in the held 
of Zama, attract the eyes of pofterity, the camps 
and marches of the dictator among the hills of 
Campania, may claim ajufler proportion of the 
folid and independent fame, which the general 
is not compelled to ftiare, either with fortune or 
with his troops. Such was likewife the merit of 
Theodofius ; and the infirmities of his body, 
which mofi; iiiifeafonably languifliecl under a long 
and dangerotis difeafe, could not opprefs the 
vigour of his mind, or divert his attention from 
the public fervice 

The deliverance and peace of the Roman pro- 
vinces was the work of prudence, rather than 
of valour : the prudence of Theodofius was fe- 


379 -^ 38 ». 


Moft writers inftft on the Ulnefe, and long re|)ofe, of Theodo- 
fius, at Theffalonica: Zofimus, to diminilh his glory; Jomandes, 
to favour the Goths ; and the ecclefialEcal writers, to introduce his 
baptifra. 

Compare ThemiftiKS (Grat. xiv. p. 181.}, with Zdimtis (L iv. 
p. a3a.)> Jomandes (c, xxvii. p. 649.), and the prolix Commen- 
tary of M. de Boat hdiff des Peuples, &c. tom. vl. p. 477— 5s*-). 
The Chronicles of Idatius and Marcellinus allude, in general terms, 
to magna certamina, magna multaque prseiia. The two epithets are 
not eafily reconciled. 
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d by fortune : and the Emperor never failed CHAP. 
. :e, and to improve, every favourable cir- . . 
. .ance. As long as the fuperior genius of 
; , i rern preferved the union, and dire6bed the 
; ’ : ons of the Barbarians, their power was not 
. equate to the conqueft of a great empire. 

• , death of that hero, the predeceflbr and 
. :er of the renowned Ataric, relieved an im- 
; .^ ent multitude from, the intolerable yoke of 
di&ipHne and difcretion. The Barbarians, who 
h i 1 been reftrained by his authority, abandoned 
..l.'einfelves to the di6lates of their paffions; and 
their paffions were feldom uniform or confiflent. 

An army of conquerors was broken into many 
diforderly bands of favage robbers; and their 
blind and irregular fury was not lefs pernicious 
to themfelves, than to their enemies. Their 
mbfchigyqus difpolltionj was fliewnin the deifltruc- 
tion of every obje6l, which they wanted ftrengfh 
to remove, or talle to enjoy; and they often 
confumed, with improvident rage, the harveils, 
or the granaries, which foon afterwards became 
neceffary for their own fubliftence. A Ipirit of 
difcord arofe among the independent tribes anel 
nations, which had been united only by the bands 
of a loofe and voluntary alliance. The troops 
of the Huns and the Alani would naturally up- 
braid the flight of the Goths; who were not dif- 
pofed to life with moderation the advantages of 
their fortune : the ancient jealoufy of the Ofliro- 
goths and the Vifigoths could not long be fuf- 
pended *, and the haughty chiefs ftill remembered 

the 
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CH A P, the infults aiid injuries, which they lind rocipro- 
t offered, or fuftaiiied, while the luitiau v/as 

feiiled in the coiuitries beyond the Dunulxj. The 
progreik of domellic ta6tion abiited the more 
ditfufivc ientimeiit of Uiitional aniniofily 5 and 
the otlicers of Theodofiiis were infiructed to pur- 
chale witli liberal gifts and promifes, the retreat, 
or fervicT, of the difconteiitcd })arty. The' ac- 
cpii'iition of Modar, a prince of tiie royal blood 
of the Amali, gave a bold and faithful c{ian]j)ion 
to the caiife of Home. Tlic ilhdlrious deferter 
iboii obtained the rank of inaflcr-gcncral, with 
an important command ; fiirprifed iin army of 
his countrymen, who were immerfed in wine and 
lleep 5 and after a cruel llaughter of the allonifli- 

In the hands of a fldlfid politician, the moll 
ditlerent means may he fucccfiivcly applied to 
the fame ends; and the peace of the empire, 
which had been forwarded by the divilions, was 
accomplillied by the rc-union, of the Gothic 
Death and nation. Atliaiiaric, wlio had been a patient 
Athl^ril of extraordinary events, was at 

A.D.381. length driven, by the chance of arms, from the 
Jan-aj, recedes of the woods of Caucaland. He 

no longer liefitated to pafs tlie Danube ; and a 
very conliderabie part of thcfubjccls of Fritigero, 
who already felt the .inconveniences of aiiiircliy, 
were ealily perfuaded to acknowledge for their 

Zofimus ( 1 . iv. p, 33a.) ftyles him a Scytliian, a uamo wlilclt 
•ihe more recent Greeks feem to have appropriated to the Gotl^-. 

14 king 
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king, a Gothic judge, wliofe birth they re- 
Ipe6led, and whofe abilities they had frequently 
experienced. But age had chilled the daring 
fpirit of Athanaric j and, inftead of leading his 
people to the field of battle and victory, he wifely 
liflened to the fair propofal of an honourable and 
advantageous treaty. Theodofius, who was ac- 
quainted with the merit and power of his new 
ally, condefcended to meet him»at the diflance 
of feveral miles from Condantinople ; and enter- 
tained him in the Imperial city, with the con- 
fidence of a friend, and the magnificence of a 
monarch. “ The Barbarian prince obferved, 
with curious attention, the variety of objects 
“ which attra6ted his notice, and at laft broke 
‘‘ out into a fincere and paflionate exclamation of 
wonder. I now behold (faid he) what I never 
“ could be lieve* the glories of this flupendous 
“ capital I and as he cafi his eyes around, he 
“ viewed, and he admired, the commanding fitu- 
“ ation of the city, the llrength and beauty of 
“ the walls and public edifices, the capacious 
“ harbour, crowded with innumerable vefiTels, 
“ the perpetual concourfe of diftant nations, and 
“ the arms and difcipline of the troops. Indeed, 
“ (continued Athanaric,) the Emperor of the Ro- 
“ mans is a god upon earth; and the prefump- 
“ tuous man, who dares to lift his hand againfl 
“ him, is guilty of his own blood'^'V” The 

Gothic 

The reader will not be difpleafed to fee the original words of 
Jornandes, or the author whom he tranfcribed. Regiam urbem in- 
greffus eftj miranfque, En, inquit, cerno quod faspe incredulus 
VOL. IV. WS audiebam. 
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Gothic king did not long enjoy this fplendid and 
honourable reception; and as tcinpcnince was 
not the virtue of his nation, it may juilly ])e fuf- 
pe6t,ed, that his mortal difeafc was contradded 
amidfl the pleafures of the Imperial banquets. 
But the policy of Theodofius derived more iblid 
benefit from the death, than lie could have ex- 
pe<5ted from the molt faithful fervices, of his 
ally. The fiuiqral of Athanaric was performed 
with foleinn rites in the capital of the ILdt ; a 
Hately monument was ercdled to his memory; 
and his whole army, won by the liberal courtefy, 
and decent grief, of Theodolius, enlifled under 
the ftandard of the Roman empire The fiib*’ 
million of fo great a body of the Villgoths was 
productive of the raoftfalutaryconfequences; and 
the of force, of reafon, and of 

corruption, became every day more ])ov;erfal, 
and more extend ve. Each indc])endent chieftain 
liallened to obtain a feparate treaty, from, the 
apprehenfion that an obftinate delay might expofe 
liini^ alone and unprotected, to the levenge, or 
juflice of the conqueror. The general, or rather 

audiebaraj. famara videlicet tantas lu’bis. Et hue illuc ocuius vol- 
vens, nunc fitum urbis commeatuinque naviiim, nunc mcenia clara 
profpetSiana, •.isiratur ; populorque cliverfarum gentium, riuafi ibnte 
in uno e diverfis partibiis fcatnriente unda, iic quoque niilileui ordi- 
natuni afpiciens. Dcus, inquit, ell fine dubio tcneiiuH Iniperator, 
et qiiiiquis adverfus eum raaiiiim moverit, ipfe fui fanguiuis reus 
exillit. Joniandes (c.xxviii. p. 650,) proceeds to mention lus eleath 
and fuuei-al. 

Jornandes, c. xxviii. p. 650. Even Zofnans (1, iv. p. 74^.,) 
is compiled to approve the generofity (:>f Theodolius, fo honourable 
to hiraielf, and fo beneficial to the public. 

the 
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tlie final, capitulation of the Goths, maybe dated c H A P. 
four years, one month, and twenty-five days, , ^ 

after the defeat and death of the Emperor a.d. 38^. 
Valens’^^. 3- 

The provinces of the Danube had been already invafion 
relieved from the oppreflive weight of the Gru- “ 
thungi, or Oftrogoths, by the voluntary retreat Oruthim- 
of Alatheus and Saphra,x ; whofe reftlefs fpirit 
had prompted them to feek new fcenes of rapine a.d. 386. 
and glory. Their deftriidlive coiirfe was pointed 
towards the Weft ; but we mull be fatisfied with 
a very obfciire and imperfedl knowledge of their 
various adventures. The Oftrogoths impelled 
feveral of the German tribes on the provinces of 
Gaulj concluded, and foon violated, a treaty 
with the Emperor Gratian ; advanced into the 
unknown countries of the North ; and, after an 
intepypl pf mui'e than fopr years, returned, with 
accumulated force, to the banks of the Lower 
Danube. Their troops were recruited with the 
fierceft warriors of Germany and Scythia ; and 
the foldiers, or at leaft the hiftorians, of the em- 
pire, no longer recognifed the name and coun- 
tenances of their former enemies The gene- 
ral, who commanded the military and naval 
powers of the Thracian frontier, foon perceived 
that Ills fuperiority would be difad vantageous to 
the public fervicej and that the Barbarians, awed 

The ihortj but authentic, hints in the Fajli of Idatius (Chrou. 

Scallger, p. 5 2.) are ftained with contemporary paffion. The four- 
teenth Oration of ThemliHus is a compliment to Peace, and the conM 
Saturninus (A.D. 383.). 

E'Sws 70 Sauflwov ayvcaroy. Slolimus, h iv. p. 25 a. 
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CHAP- by the prefence of his fleet and legionSj would 
’ probably defer the palfage of the river till the 
approaching winter. The dexterity of the fpiesj 
whom he fent into the Gothic camp, allured the 
Barbarians into a fatal fnare. They were per- 
fuaded, that by a bold attempt, they might fur- 
prife, in the filence and darknefs of the night, the 
fleeping army of the Romans*, and the whole 
multitude was haftily embarked in a fleet of three 
thoufand canoes*"^ The braved of the Ollro- 
goths led the van ; the main body confifted of 
the remainder of their fubjedts and foldiers; and 
the women and children fecurely followed in the 
rear. One of the nights without a moon had 
been fele6led for the execution of their defign ; 
and they had almoft reached the foiithern bank 
of the Danube, in the firm confidence that they 
jhould find an ealy landing, and an unguarded 
camp‘ Bnt the progrefs of the Barbarians was 
fuddenly flopped by an iinexpedted obftacie j a 
triple line of veflels, ftrongly connected with each 
other, and which formed an impenetrable chain 
of two miles and a half along the river. While 
theyflruggled to force their way in the unequal 
conflidt, their right flank was overwhelmed by 
the irrefiflible attack of a fleet of galiies, wdiich 
were urged down the llream by the united im- 

lamjullified, by reafon and example, In applying tins Indian 
name to th? of the Barbarians, the Angle trees hollowed 

into the lhape pf a boat, Zolimus, 

I, ly. p.Z 53 * 

Aufi Danubium quondam tranare Gruthnngi 
In lintres fregere nemus : ter mille ruebant 
Per flnvium plense cuneis immanibus alni. 

Claudian, in iv. Conf. Hon. 623. 

pulfft 
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pulfe of oars and of the tide. The weight and chap* 
\"e1ocity of thofe hiips of war broke, and funk, . > 
and ditperfed, the rude and feeble canoes of the 
Barbarians : their valour was ineffeaiial; and 
Alatheus, the king, or general, of the Oftro- 
goths, periflied with his braveft troops, either 
by the fword of the Ronians, or in the waves of 
the Danube. The laftdivifion of this unfortunate 
fleet might regain the oppofite fliore ; but the 
ditlrefs and diforder of the multitude rendered 
them alike incapable, either of action or counfel ; 
and they foon implored the clemency of the vic- 
torious enemy. On this occafion, as well as on 
many others, it is a difficult talk to reconcile the 
paffions and prejudices of the writers of the age 
of Theodofius. The partial and malignant hif- 
torian, who mifreprefents every adtion of his 
reiga,..affirms that the Empet*or did not appear 
in the field of battle till the Barbarians had been 
vanquiflied by the valour and condudt of his 
lieutenant Promotus^®'^. The flattering poet, 
who celebrated, in the court of Honorius, the 
glory of the father and of the fon, afcribes the 
vidlory to the perfonal prowefs of Theodofius j 
andalmofiinfinuateSjthattheKingoftheOfiro- 
goths was flain by the hand of the Emperor 

Zofimus, l.iv. p. a52“a55. He too frequently betrays Iiis 
poverty of judgment, by dlfgracing the molt ferious narratives with 
trifling and incredible circumftances. 

1^7 .«._,,___«_.OdothseI Regis 

Retulit — Ver. 65 a. 

The Gpima were the fpoils which a Roman general could only win. 
from the king, or general, of the enemy, whom he had llain with 
his own hands: and no more than three luch examples. are celebrated 
In the vi< 51 oriou£ ages of Rome. 
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c H AP. The truth of hiftory might perhaps he found in 
XXVI. a juft medium between thefe extreme and con- 
tradidlory affertions. 

Settlement The Original treaty which fixed the fettlement 
GoSin Goths, afcertained their privileges, and 

Thrace ftipulated their obligations, would illuftrate the 
and Afia, Ljftory of Theodofius and his fuccelfors. The 
sSj— 395 - ^hries of their hiftory has imperfe6lly preferved 
the fpirit and fubftaiice of this lingular agree- 
ment*^®. The ravages of war and tyranny had 
provided many large tra61:s of fertile but uncul- 
tivated land for the ufe of thofe Barbarians, who 
might not difdain the pradlice of agriculture. A 
numerous colony of the Yifigoths was feated in 
Thrace: the remains of the Oftrogoths were, 
planted in Phrygia and Tydia ; their immediate 
wants wfere fupplied by a diftribution of corn and 
cattle ; and their future iiidnftry was encouraged, 
by an exemption from tribute, during a certain 
term of years. The Barbarians would have de- 
ferved to feel the cruel and pei:fidious policy of 
the Imperial court, if they had fuftered them- 
felves to be difperfed through the provinces. 
They required, and they obtained, the foie pof- 
feffion of the villages and diftridls afligned for 
their refidence; they ftill cherifiied and propa- 
gated their native manners and language j aficrt- 
ed, ill tlie bofom of defpotifm, the freedom of 

See Themiftius, Orat. xvi. p. ait. Claiullan (in Putrop. 
1 . ii. 15a.) mentions the Phrygian colony : 

— Oftrogothis colitiir miftifque Gruthungis 

Phryxager 

and then proceeds to name the rivers of Lydia, the Patflolus, and 
liernuis. 
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tlicir domeitic government ; and acknowledged c 
the fovereignty of the Emperor, without fubmit- 
ting to the inferior jiuifdiftion of the laws and 
magiftrates of Eome. The hereditary chiefs of 
the tribes and families were ftill permitted to 
command their followers in peace and war 5 but 
the royal dignity was aboliflied ; and the generals 
of the Goths were appointed and removed at the 
pleafure of the Emperor. An army of forty thoii- 
iand Goths was maintained for the perpetual fer- 
vice of the empire of the Eaft ; and thofe haughty 
troops, who affumed the title of FoederaU^ or ’ 
allies, were diftinguillied by their gold collars, 
liberal pay, and licentious privileges. Their na- 
tive courage w^as improved by the ufe of arms, 
and the knowledge of difcipline ; and, while the 
republic was guarded, or threatened, by the doubt- 
ful. Iword of the Barbariains, the lad ipgrks of 
the military flame were finally extinguilhed in the 
minds of the Romans Theodofiiis had the ad- 
drefs to perfuade his allies, that the conditions of 
peace which had been extorted from him by pru- 
dence and neceflity, were the voluntary exprel- 
flons of his flncere friendfliip for the Gothic na- 
tion A different mode of vindication or apo- 

'^3 Compare Jomandes (c, xx. 47.), v^ho marks the condition and 
number of the Gothic Ftpderafif with Zofimus (I. iv. p. a58.), who 
mentions their golden cpUars ; and Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 
7,7.), who applauds, with falfe or foolifh joy, their braveiy and dil- 
cipliiie. . 

Amator pads generifqiie Gothoinim, is the pralfe bellowed 
by the Gothic Iiiftorian (c,xxb!:.), who repreleiits his nation as 
innocent, peaceable men, flow to anger, and patient of injurieE, 
According to Livy, the Romans conquered the world in their own 
defence. 

logy 
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CHAP, logy was oppofed to the complaints of tlie people i 
xxvi. loudly cenfured thefe feameful and dange- 
^ '* rous conceffions^^L The calamities of the war 
were painted in the inoft lively colours j and the 
firfl fymptoffis of the return of order, of plenty, 
and fecurity, were diligently exaggerated. The 
advocates of Theodofius could affirm, with fome 
appearance of truth and reafon, that it was im- 
poffible to extirpate fo many warlike triljes, who 
were rendered defperate by the lofs of their na- 
tive country ; and that the exliaufted provinces 
would be revived by a frefli fupply of foldiers and 
hulbandmen. The Barbarians flill wore an angry 
and hoftile afpe^t ; but the experience of pall 
times might encourage the hope, that they would 
acquire the habits of indullry and obedience j 
that’ their manners would be poHlhed by time, 
education, and the influence of Chriflianity; and 
that their pofterity would infenfibly blend with 
the great body of the Jioman people 
Their hot Notwitliftanding thefelpecioiis arguments, and 
mentr thefe fanguine expe6lations, it was apparent to 
every difcerning eye, that the Goths would long 

Befides the partial invefSlives of Zofiraus (always difcontented 
with the Chriftian reigns), fee the grave reprefentations which Sy- 
nefius addrefies to the Emperor Arcadius (de Regno, p. 25, a6. 
edit. Petav.). The phflofophic Bifliop of Cyrene was near enough to 
judge ; and he was fuificiently removed from the temptation of fear 
or flattery. 

Themiftius (Orat. xvi. p. aii, aia.j compofes an elaborate 
and rational apology, which is not, however, exempt from the pue- 
rilities of Greek rhetoric. Orpheus could only cliarm the wild 
beafts of Thrace ; but Theodofius enchanted the men and women, 
whofe predeceflbrs in the fame country had torn Orpheus in pieces, 

■ ^c. 
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remain the enemies^ and might foon become the c 
conquerors, of the Roman empire. Their rude 
and infolent behaviour expreffed their contempt of 
the citizens and provincials, whom they infulted 
with impunity To the zeal and valour of the 
Barbarians, Theodoflus was indebted for the fuc- 
cefs of his arms : but their afliftance was preca- 
rious; and they were foinetimes feduced by a 
treacherous and inconftant dilpofition, to aban- 
don his ftandard, at the moment when their fer- 
vice was the mod eflential. During the civil war 
againft Maximus, a great number of Gothic de- 
ferters retired into the morafles of Macedonia, 
wafted the adjacent provinces, and obliged the 
intrepid monarch to expofe his perfon, and exert 
his power, to fupprefs the rifing flame of rebel- 
lion The public apprehenlions were fortified 
by tha ,ftroag fufpidon, that.thefe tumults were 
not the efte6l of accidental paftion, but the refult 
of deep and premeditated defign. It was generally 
believed, that the Goths had figned the treaty 
of peace with an hoftile and infidious Ipirit; and 
that their chiefs had previoully bound themfelves, 
by a folemn and fecret oath, never to keep faith 
with the Romans ; to maintain the faireft fliew 
of loyalty and friendftiip, and to watch the fa- 

Conftantinopls was deprived} half a day, of the ' public allow- 
ance of bread} to expiate the murder of a Gothic foldier : Kivuvreg to 
X/ tuSwov was the guilt of the people. LihaniuS} Orat. xii. p. 394. 
edit. Morel. 

ZofimuS} 1 . iv. p. 167— He tells a long and ridiculous 
ftory of the adventurous prince} who roved the country with only 
five horfemen} of a fpy whom they detedted, whipped} and killed in 
an old woman’s cottage, &c. 

vourable 
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vourabie moment of rapine, of coiiqiiefi, and of 
revenge. But, as the minds of the Barbarians 
were not infenfible to the power of gratitude, 
feveral of the Gothic leaders fincerely devoted 
themfelves to tiie fervice of the empire, or, at 
leafi, of the Emperor : the whole nation was in- 
fenfibly divided into two oppofite fadfcions, and 
Hiiich fophillry was employed in converfatioii 
and difpute, to compare the obligations of their 
fil'd, and fecond, engagements. The Goths, who 
confidered themfelves as tlie friends of peace, of 
juftice, and of E-oine, were diredted by the au- 
thority of Eravitta, a valiant and honourable 
youth, diftinguiflied above the red of his coun- 
trymen, by the politenefs of his manners, the 
liberality of his feutiments, and the mild virtues 
of focial life. But the more numerous fafition 
adhered to the fierce and faithicfs Priulf!, who in- 
flamed the padions, and alfertcd the independ- 
ence of his warlike followers. On one of the 
folemn fedivals, when the cliiefs of both parties 
were invited to the Imperial table, they were in- 
fenfibly heated by wine, till they forgot the ufual 
redraints of difcretion and refpecl ; and betrayed, 
in the prefence of Theodoiiiis, the fatal fecret of 
their Aomedic difputes. The Emperor, who had 
been the reluctant witnefs of this extraordinary 
controverfy, dilfemblcd his fears and refentment, 
and fooii difmiffed the tumultuous allembiy. Era- 
vitta, alarmed and exafperated by the infolence 
of his rival, wdiofe departure from the palace 
might have been the %nal of a civil war, boldly 
J followed 
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followed him ; and, drawing liis fword, laid Priiilf c H A p. 
dead at his feet. Their companions flew to arms j . , 

and the faithful champion of Home would have 
been opprefled by fuperior numbers, if he had 
not been protected by the feafonable interpofitioii 
of the Imperial guards Such were thefcenes 
of Barbaric rage, which difgraced the palace 
and table of the Homan Emperor; and, as the 
Impatient Goths could only be rellrained by the 
firm and temperate charadler of Tlieodofius, the 
public fafety feemed to depend on the life and 
abilities of a Angle man 

Compare Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legat. p. zi, zz.) with ZoE-, 
nius (I. iv. p. 479.). The difference of circumftances and names 
muff undoubtedly be applied to the fame ftory. Fravitta, or Tra- 
vitta- was afterwards conful (A. D. 401), and ftill continued his 
faithful fervices to the eldeft fon of Theodofius ' (Tilleniontj Hift. 
des Empereurs, tom, y. jj.4.67.). 

foilt depths le Danube jufqu^au Bof, 
“^''''’^fiorcfextermlnerent Valens et fon armee; et ne repafferent le 
Danube, que, pour abandormer I’affreufe folitude qu’ils avoiehfc 
faite (Oeuvres de Montefquieu, tom.iii. p. 479. ; Confideratlons fur 
les Cnzf/i'.f de la Grandeur et de la Decadence des Romains, c. xvii.). 

The prefident Montefquieu feems ignorant, that the Goths, after 
the defeat of Valens, never abandoned the Roman territory. It is 
now tliirty years, fays Claudian (de Bello Getico, 166, &c. A.D. 

494 -)> 

Ex quo jam patrios gens hffic oblita Triones, 

Atque Iftrum tranfveda femel, viftigia fixit 
Threicio funefta folo- — 

The error is inexcufable; fmee It difguifes the principal and imme- 
diate caufe of the fall of the Weftern Empire of Rome. 
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